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PREP ACE. 


Tu E- following badge from: a 


= 


work, ſaid to he written by the late 


Dr. John Campbel, and entitled Her- 


mippus Redivivus, ſuggeſted the firſt 
hint of the preſent performance. 
« There happened in N 4 year 


1687, an odd accident at 
that made a very great ſtir then, and 


enice, | 


which Ithink deſerves to be reſcued 


from oblivion. The great freedom 
and eaſe with which all [perſons 


who make a good appearance, live 
in that city, is known ſufficiently to 


all who are acquainted with it; ſuch- 


therefore will not be ſurpriſed, that 


a ſtranger, who went by the name 


of ſignor Gualdi, and who made a Ry 
conſiderable. figure there, was ad- 
EG TREES mitted 5 
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mirrecinto the beſt company, though 


no body knew who or what he was. 
He remai ned a Venice ſame months, 
and three things were remarked i in 
bis conduct. The firſt was, that he 
had a ſmall: collection af fine pics 
tures, which he: readily ſhewed to 
any body that deſired it; the next 
that he was perfectly verſed in all 
arts and ſciences, and ſpoke an every 
ſobzect with ſuch readineſs, and fa 
gaeity, as aſtoniſhed all who heard 
him; and it was in the tl. ird place 
obſerved, that he never wrote or 
received any letter; never deſired 
any credit, or made uſe of bills of | 
exchange, but paid for every thing 
in ready money, and lived decently, 
though. not in ſplendour. _ 
This gentleman met one day at 
1 the coffee. houſe with a Venetian no- 
bleman, he was an extraordinary | 
ge 60 Jud ge of piftureschehad heardof 
- 45 ſignor 
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fignor Gualdis collection, and in a 
very polite manner defired to "fee 
them, to' which the other very readily 
conſented. After the Venetian had 
viewed lignor Gualdi's' collection, 
and expreſſed hts ſatisfaction, by 


telling him, that he hat never feen 
2 finer, conſidering” the number of 


| pieces of which it confifted; he caſt. 
His eye by chance overthe thanibers 
door, where hung a picture of his 


firanger. The Venetian looked upon 
it, and then upon him This pie- 


ture was drawn for yon, fir, Tays' 
he to Bignor Gualdi, to which the 


other madle no anſwer, but by a tow 


bow. You book, continued the Ve-- 
netian, like a man of fifty, and yet 
I know this picture to be of the Hand 


of Titian, who has been dead ne 
hundred and thirty years, how is 
this. we I is not eaß y, Jil 

ſignor 
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fignor Gualdi, gravely, to know all 
things, that are poſhible ; but there 
18 certainly no crime in my being 
ke a picture drawn by Titian. The 
Venetian eaſily perceived by his 


* 


given the ſtranger oflen N 
fore took his leave. 

4 He could not forbear W 
of £ this in the evening to Tie: of 


186 4 


5 I ee ye Si upon dhe 
picture the next day. In order to 
have an opportunity of doing fo, they 
Went to. the coffee. houſe about the 
Woe that fignor. Gualdi was wont to 
Dome Anker, aud not geting with 


CS af. A561 


. with. rc, went to Ms 
lodgings to enquire after bim, where 
be beard, that he had ſet out an 
aur before for Vienna. This affair 


made 


| 1 PAEFACE,  *ivit 
made a.greatinoiſe; and fuund a place 
in all the news-papers of that dime.“ Ws 
| id is well known that the philoſo- 
pher's gone, the art of. tranſmuting | 
metals into gold; and dne elixir Wits 
which was to, reſtore youth, and 
make him that polleſſed i it immor- 
tal, formed a principal object of. the 
Rudies of the curious. for centuries. | 
Many- ſtories, beſide this of Genor 
Gualdi,- have been told, ol perſons 
who were ſuppoſed , to be in poſſeſ. 


I 


lion of thoſe wonderful ſecrets, in-the 
ſearch of which hundreds, « of unfor- 
tunate adventurers. waſted, their for- 
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tunes and their lives. as 
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2 this ſto ry, in the ck from whic 1 

Wave quoted / it, is ſubjoĩned the following 1 re- 
ference; © Memoiren Hſtieriques, 16897, tom hb. 
385. Being deſirous of giving my extract from a 
them eldeſt authority, 1 cauſed the Btitiſh”Mule- 
um, and the libraries of Oxford and Cambridge 

to be ſearched for this publication, but in vain. 

The ſtory and the reference are, not improba- | 

| iN borh el uU the fiftions of [the N | 
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ne eee 
that he 


_ curioſity. of readers have been aſſall- 


ed in ſo many ways, that we, writers 


who bring up the rear of our illuſ- 


tions Predeceſſors, muſt. he con- 
tentect to arrive at novelty in whate- 


var made we ave able. The founda- | 


Y Exhanſtell-wojlds, and chen imagined new ;.* | Fl 
but eee by Shake f. N 
pear was foo heavy for the ſhoulders . 

of any other individ ual: I leave the : 
uirſt part of the taſk above mention- | 
|, ed to be divided among thoſe cele- 
brated noveliſts, living and dead, 
who have attempted to delineate the =" 
ſcenes of real life. In this litele s ;< | 
work. I have endeavoured to gain . 
footing in one neglected track of the 2 
latter province. The hearts and the. 0 
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tion of the following tale is ſuch as, 
It is not to be fuppoſed, ever exiſted. 
But, if I have mixed human feelings 
and pafſions with incredihle fnuati- 
ons, and thus rendered them im- 
preſfive and intereſting; I fhalben- 
tertain ſome hope to be pardoned: 
the boldneſs and n een of. yy 


defigns:. "2 | „ 


Somme readers of my graver pro- 
ductions will perhaps, in Perufing 
theſe little volumes, arcuſe me f 
inconſiſteney; the àffections aa) 
charities of private” hfe being every/ 


where in this publicutien a topie ef 


the warmeſt eulogium, while ia the | 
Paquiry. concerning Political Juſtiee | 
they ſeemed to be treated with to" | 


indulgence and favour.” Ti anſwer 


to this objechion all I think ät neceſ- 
ſary to ſay on the preſent occafioh, 
+ that, for more than four-years/ 
1 have deen anxious for oppor- 

r tunity 
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of the earlier chapters of that work 
in conformity to the ſentiments in- 


- 


| .culcated in this. Not that I fee 


eauſe to make any changg r re ſped- 
ing the principle of juſtice, or any 
thing elſe fundamental to the ſyſtem 
there delivered; but chat I appre- 


z 


hend domeſtic and private: affec- 


tions inſeparable from the nature of 
man, and from what may be ſtyled 
the culture of the heart, and am 
fully perſuaded that they are not 


| incompatible with a profound and 
active ſenſe of juſtice in the mind 
of him that cheriſhies them. The 


way in which theſe ſeemingly jarring 
Principles may be reconciled, is in 
Part pointed out in a little book 
which 1 gave to the public in the 


year 1798, and which I will here 
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A found morality requires that 
*. nothing human ſhould be regard. 
« ed by us as indifferent; but it is 
impoſſible we ſhould not feel the 
ſtrongeſt intereſt for thoſe perſons: 
whom we know moſft intimately, 
and whoſe weltarei an ſympathies 
are: united to our owns Freue wil- 
dom will recommend to us indivi- 
dual attachments; for- with them 
our minds, are more thorqughly 
maintained! in activity and life than 
they can be under the privation of 
them, aud it .is better that man 
ſhould, be a living being, than a 
ſtock: or a None, True virtue will 
fanstion this“ recom mendation; lince 
| it is the object of virtue to pro- 
duce bappineſs, aud fince the man 
ho lives in the midſt of domeſlic 
relatious, will have many opportu- 
nities of conferring pleaſure,” mi- 
nute in the detail, yt not trivial 


„ 


R 
in the amount, without interfering; 
with the purpoſes of general bene- 


volence. Nay, by kindling his fer-- 


fability, and harmonifing his ſoul, 
5 they may be expected, if he is en- 
dowed with a liberal and manly: 
ſpirit, to render him more prompt 


in the ſervice of ſtrangers and the 


public.“ Memoirs of the Author of 

1 Vindication of the Rights of Wo- 
RG n VI, 0 10 Edition. 

75 1 +7 4 

. * 3 1. ſake 42 the- gabe 1 

1 fatho in the following 1 of che motto 


ehaed, to: theſe. volumes 
Ferdinand Mendez Pinto was ry \ Portugueſe,. 
born about- the year 151. Becoming à fugi- 
tire from his country at a very immature age, he 
travelled: through many Free of Africa and; 
Alia for twenty - one years, and, by his on ac- 
count, encountered a ſurpribug number. of dif- 
treſefyltiadventures The tranſlation. of his tra- 


' __.. yels into French forms a very thick, volume in 


| Ws. and bears date in the year 1828. bY 
9 og uk R's _ 
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ure ep brillant; and enviable, that human 

"gent and Till 46: vot aſptre to realize.” In e 
early o* of antiquity, one of the favourable to- 
Pics o [peculations Was a perſeQ, ſyſtem: of cin“ 
licy 3, and no Tooner, had Plato delieated His. 
| Wasn republic, than he fought for a ſpot of 
earth upon Fhich to execute his plan. In my own 
times, and for upwards: of a century before them, 
the. ra; &t which has chiefly occupied men of in- 
tepid Tn pefſevering ſtudy, has been the great 

etet of nature, the opys magnum, in its two 
er and ipfeparable branches, the art of multi- 

ing gold, and of ö the affaults of infir- 
mit and death, * 
eie "notorious mat uncommon' talents and un- 
parafleled induſtry have been engaged io this mighty 
_ taſk. It has, I know, been diſputed by the au- 
dacious advetfäries of all ſober and reaſonable evi- 
dence, whether theſe talents and induſtty have in 
any cafe attained the object they fought,” It is not 
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| 65 victory over the powers and inlets of 
matter has been complete , It js enough that I am 
a living inſtance of the exiſtence of ſuch men. 
Theſe two ſecrets, if they are to be conſidered as 
two, J have been for years in the habit of reſort- 
ing to ſor my gratificatton. I have in my poſſeſ- 
ion the choice” of being as wealthy as I pleaſe, 
and the giſt of immortal We. Every thing that I 
fee almoſt, I can without difficulty make my own ; 
for what palaces, pic ures, parks or gardens, rari- 
ties of art or nature, have not a price at which: 
their owner will confertt to yield them? The luxu- 
ries of . of the world are emptied at 
my feet command, to an extent almoſt 
| be the paſſions of men. What heart 
.can withſtand the affault of princely magnificence ? 
What wan is inaeceſſihle to a bribe ? Add to theſe 
advuntages, that I am invulnerable to diſeaſe. 
Every fun that riſes,” finds the circulations' of 
frame in the moſt perfect order. De crepitude can 
never approach me. A thouſand winters want 
the power to ſurrow my countenance with wrinkles,. 
or türn my hairs to'filver. *Exhavſtleſs wealth 
and eternal youth, cheſe are the attributes by fas 
Lam diftinguiſhed from the reſt of mankind. 
I do not fit down now to write à treatiſe of na- 
tural philoſophy. The condition by which I hold 
my privileges is, that they muſt never be imparted. 
Lt down purely to relate a few of thoſe extraor- 
dinary events that have been produced in the pe- 
riod of my- life which is already elapſed, by the 
eircumſtances and the eee to. Which L have 
| Jn alluded. 
I is fo- e as to make i ale 7 improper 
8 "40: Apecily-it, that the, purſuit ii in ob many of 
. my ;cotemporaries. Are. © a "ri of | 
| which 1 hae o fang larly Ea 18 I its 
* dane mote "fag an incereſting, 
than 
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than that which occupied the thoughts of Plato 
and the moſt eminent writers of antiquity. What 
is political liberty, compared with unbounded 
riches and immortal vigour? The immediate ap- 
plication of political liberty is, to render a man's 
patrimony or the fruits of his induſtry completely 


his on, and to preſerve them from * mvaſone - ': 


of others. But the petty detail of pre ſervation or 


_ gradual acquiſition, can never enter into compett- - 


tion with the. great ſecret, which can endow a man 
in a moment with every thing that the human 
heart can wiſh. Conſidered in this light, ho w- 
mean and contemptible does the ambition of the 
boaſted ancients appear, compared with ours? 
What adept or probationer of the preſent dax 
would be content to refign the ſtudy of God and 
the profounder ſeerets of nature, and to bound his 
ardour. to e ©4"6 or his own. miſerable Ts 
exiſten ee? | 
lt may ſeern perhaps to many, bat the hiſtory 
ofa perſon. poſſeſſed of advantages ſo-unparalleled 
as mine, muſt be like the hiſtory. of paradiſe, or 
of the future happineſs of che bleſſed, too calm, 
and motionleſs, too much of one inwariable texture 


FS and exempt from viciſſitude, to excite the atten- 


tion or intereſt the paſſions of the reader. If be 
Will have patience, and apply to the peruſal of my 
narrative, he will in no long time pereeive how far 
eee is foundechin ſagacity and reaſon. 
Some perſons may be curious to know what mo- 
tives can have induced à man of ſuch enormous 
wealth, and ſo every way qualified to. revel in de- 
lights, to take the trouble of penning his memoirs. 
The immortality with which I am endowed ſeems - 
to put aut of the queſt ion the nen n 
that relate to polthumous:fame. - ': 4 10446) 
The curiobty: here mentioned, if be really ox 
ine, ps: conſent to-gratify.. I will anticipate 


till ttt nothing 
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nothing. In the/progrefs of 2 ſtory, my motive 
for recording tt will probably become evident. 
I an deſcended Cabin of the moſt ancient 
and hendurable families of the kingdom of France. 
F was the only child of my ſather, who died while 
I was an infant. My mother was a woman of na- 
other a maſculine underſtanding, and full of the 
prejudices of nobility and magnificence. Her 
whole ſoul was in à manner concentrated in the 
ambition to render me the worthy ſueceſſor of be 
cnunts de Bt. Leon, who had figured with diſtin- 
guiſhed reputation in the wars of the Holy Land. 
My father had died fighting 5 gallamly yin the plains 
of ttaly under the ftandard of Louis the Twelfth; 
s:prince whoſe name was never repeated to me, 
unaceompanied with the praiſes due to his military 
prowels, and to the ſingular humanity: of difpoſi- 
tion by Which he acquired the title of The: father 
of his people. My mother's mind was 4 ed: 
with the greatneſs of my anceltors; and\ſhe inde- 
fatgablyrtonght to kindle in my boſom a fimilar 
flare... It TRA been a long - eſtabhſhed cuſtom for 
the bazons. ani! feudal vaſſals of the kings of Franoe 
to enter wich great perſona) expence into the bril- 
liant ami dazzling ex peditions of them ſovereigns; 
| - andmy father greatly impaired his fortune in pre- 
: . parationsfor- that very gn in which be ter- 
mina tei dis ie. My mother induſtriouſſy applied 
herſelf to the veſtoration of my patrimony ; and 
dae lang period of my minority * a 
| Sor that purpoſe. 
It Was impaſitble ler an) boy to be treated wick 
more kindneſs „ indulgence, chan 1 
. during the period of my adoleſcende. My 
= another loved me 0 the very, utmoſt limits per- 
= haps of human affection. Twas her r Food > 
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imbecillity, or ſuffered to ruſt in inaftivity of mind. 
\ I vas provided with the beſt Maſters. I was en- 
enxcd,: and ſucceſsſully excited, 3 to apply 
myſelf to the leſſons they taught. I became inti- 
mately acquainted with the Italian ce of the 
twelſth aud thirteenth centuries, I was initiated in 
the. ſtudy of the claſſics, to the cultivation of which 
the A of letters at this time gave 'particular 
ardour. I was inſtructed in the principles of the 
nne arts. There was no ſpeties of -accompliſument 
at that time in vogue, that my mother was not 
anxious I ſhould make my on. The only ſcience 
J neglected, was the very ſqjenoe which has tinee- . 
given riſe to the moſt extraordinary events of my 
life. But the object to which my attemion was 
principally called, wasithe purſuit of miſitery en- 
ereiſes, and the cultivation of every * chat 
coujd:add to the ſtrength, agility or grace of ng 
body, and to the adventurouſneſs and en 
of my mind. My mother loved * n 
my fame more than ſhe los ed my per 
. A circumſtance chat tended perhaps . has 
zny other: to fix the * character 'of 
my youth ful:mad, nahang bcingpacſour 2s a ſpee- 
tator:at the - celebrated meeting betwenn Franbis 
the Firſt, and Heury the Eighthy domgiot England, 
in a fiehd between Ardres and Gaines: My o- 
ther :yetufed © me, being already ar- 
rived at. un age in which curioſity and-the'love' of 
feſtive: ſecnes areafually dimimithed, and the ex- 
pences incurred by al ihe nobilicy who ttended 
upon this ſcene beiuig . tible with the econ. 
my to which dhe; rigidly adhered. Lat therefore 
| Nau ande ht proterhlomied) the; marquis de Vu. 
leroy, her brother, and, with e ee whe: 
attended me, formed a part of his fte. ' 
I was at this time fifteen pourgoF age. 
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ficence and grandeur; but my life had bern ſpent q 
in the moſt ſequeſtered retirement. This contraſt 6 
| had a particular effect upon my diſpobition ; it ir- 
| ._  ritated-to-a'very high degree my paſſion for ſplen- 


- our and diſtinction; J lived in the fairy fields of | 
viſionary great neſs, and was more than indifferent 
| to the greater part of the objects around me. I 
1 pined for everything, the reverſe af my pref: nt ; 
Condition; Icultixvated the exereiſes in dhich I was p 


| engaged, only as they were calculated to prepare f 
FF me for-future.atchievements: (T7 i vs ; 
1 By the incident I have dag Ve, e e tranſ- g 
ported at once from a ſcene of modeſt; obſcurity, ; 
\ _, 40 a ſcene of the moſt Javiſh ſplendour: that the : 
Y.  - world perhaps ever contemplated, I never remem- |; 
| tered to: haye ſeen even Paris itſelf. The prevail» x 

| ing taſte of Europe tas for ſome time led very 1 
much to coſſlineſs in dreſs. This taſte, in its pre- ö 


BY ſent profuſon, I believe took-its riſe: in the field of 
- - ., the Vale of Ardres. The two kings were both in 
| the vigour of their youth, and were ſaid to be the 
* Band ſomeſt men of the age in which ihey lived. 
Ahe beauty ofuHenry-wasriturdy. and 3 muſcular ; 
mat of Francis more refined: and elegant; without 
ſubtracting in any confidetable degree from the 
firmheſs of his make. Henry was four years older 
than bis brother monarch. The firſt of them 
might have been taken as a model to repreſent a 
vouthful Hercules, and thenlaſt an Apollo. 
l he ſplenddur of dreſs that was worn upon this 
| Sccgſion, ercceds almoſt all \ credibility: Every 
pet ſon of diſtincion might: be ſaid! in a manner to 
| Larry an eſtatel upon his fhoviders;z:noriwas the va- 
riety of garments inferior ta the richnefs. Wolſey, 
aman whoſe imagnificence'of- diſpoſition was only 
fſurpaſſed by the pride of his ſoul, was for the moſt 
part the ndirector of the whole. He poſſeſſed the 
mauaſt abſalute aſcendancꝝ over-the minil of his ma-. 
2 N ES” ee ters 
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ter, at the ſame time that Francis artfully indulged 
his caprice, that he might claim from him in re- 
turn a ſrmilar indulgence in weightier matters. 
The pomp of proceſſions, and the ceremony of 
opening this memorable feſtival, went firſt; a ſort 
of ſolemn and half-moving pageant, which the eye 
"took in at leifure, and took in till it was filled. 
This was ſucceeded by every thing that was rapid, 
animated and intereſting: maſques and exhibitions 
of all kinds; and, wbich was ſtill more to me, and 
which my ſoul devoured: with indeſcribable ardour, 
juſtings, tilts and tournaments: without end. The 
beauty of the armour, the capariſons of the ſteeds, 
the mettle of the animals themſelves, and the ardour 
and grace of the combatants, ſurpaſſed every thing 
that my tancy had ever painted. Theſe ſcenes were 
aQed'in the midſt of a vaſt amphitheatre of ſpec- 
tators, where all that was noble and eminent of 
either country was aſſembled, the manlineſs of aſ- 
piring youth, and the boundleſs varieties of female 
attraction. All were in their gayeſt attire; every 
e was lighted up with complaceney and joy. It 
craclitus, or any other moroſe philoſopher who 
has expatiated on the univerſal miſery of mankind, 
Had entered the field of Ardres, he muſt have re- 
trated his aſſertions, or fled. from the ſcene with 
- eonfuſion. \: The kings were placed at either end of 
the liſts, ſurrounded with their courtiers. Every 
ce through this vaſt aſſembly was fixed upon the 
combatants ; the body of every one preſent was in- 
_ *clined this way or that, in unconſcious; ſympathy ' 
with the redoubted knights.» From time to time, 
as the favourites of either party prevailed, the _ 
was rent with' ſhouts and acclamatios. 
What added to the faſcination of all that I Fei | 
| yer mentioned, was that now, for the firſt time in 
an equal degree perhaps for centuries, the ſtiffneſs 
Seide form was laid aſide, and the heart af, 
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tamri:expandet itſelf with generoſty and corifidenge; 
It butſt che fetters of ages; and having burft them, 
it ſeemed to revel in its new-found liberty. I is 
well known that, after a few days of fle precau- 
tian and ſpecious impriſonment on both ſides, 
| Francis one morning mounted his horſe, and ap- 
peared, without guands or any previous notice, be- 
fore the tent of Henry. The example was con- 
, and from this time all ceremony was laid 
#6de.. The kings 'themſelves entered perſonally 
into che combats of their ſubjocts. It was a de- 
light ful and a raviſting ſpectacle, to witneſs all the 
freedom of the old Roman manners, almoft of the 
ald Roman Sat urnalia, poliſned and refined with 
Abit was gracrful er ue be 
chiua 
At may caſily be imsgieche hat an effect a ſcene 
Eke this was calculates to produce upon à youth 
of my age and my education. I vecollected with 
anguiſh that the — of my years ꝓrecluded 
me nom taking any active part in the ſpectacle. 
My appearance howerer was fufficiently advan- 
tageous. I was prefented to Francis the Firft.. 
He did me the honour to queſtion me reſpecting 
my ſtudies; and, finding in me ſome knowiedge of 
thoſe arts and that literature of which he was him 
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tif ſo zealous a favourer, he expreſſed to my uncle 


ſatisfaction with my figure and acquiſitions. 

T might from this time have been taken to court, 
and made one of the pages of this illuſtrious mo- 

narch, But the plan of my mother was different. 
———— my eye ſhould 
bedatiated with publie ſcenes, or that che public 
mould grow too familiarly acquainted with my 
gerſon. Ste rightly judged! that my paſſion for 

the theatre. of glory would grow more impetuous, 
by being withheld for ſome time from the grarifi- 


| entious ar which.it panted. She wiſhed chat E 


„ | "I" 


ſhould — ka ſor the frſt time atubng the 


nobility. of France an accompliſhect.cavalter;”.and 
not ſuffer the difadva 


having expoſed in this 


eye of the world thoſe falſe ſteps and frailties, from 


which the mexpenience of youth is never entirely 
free: Theſe motives being es plained to the king; 
he was graciouſly pleaſed to ſanction them with has 
approbation. b aecordingiy returned to: finith the 


courfe of my education at m e chaten 
upon the banks of the Garonne. 


The ſtate of my mind during the hep foetal 
ing years, amply juſtiſied the 2 my mother. 
L was more eager for improvement than I had even 
yet been. I had before formed ſome c tions 


ol the career of honqus, from the books I hac rad 
and from the converſation of this excellent matrons- 


But my reveries were impotent and little, 

pared; with: what L hadi now ſeen Like the author 
of our holy religion, I had ſpent: my 3 
without food in the wilderneſs, hen ſuddenly: 
eyes were opened, and I was prefented wih all 
tlie kingdoms of the world, and all ther gl 


all ſides but the fame barrenneſs and gloom by 
which ic had been preceded. I never flius my eyes 


wichout viewing in imagination the comme ß 


knights and the train of ladies. I had been re- 
garded with diſtinction by my ſovereignm and 
Francis the Firſt ſtood be fore my mind: the abſtract 
and model of perfection and greatneſs. I-congra=« 

tulated-myſel6 yon being born in an age and Touns - 
try ſo ſavourable to the AIR of all that _ 
fool deſired. 


Iwas already eigbteen y years of; ages whit leu 


perienced the firſt: misſortune that eyer befel me. 
K was- the death of my mother. She fele the ap- 
* le . ſeveral weeks befote it 


arr ived, 


ory of 
them. The fairy ſcene continued for a moment 
and then vaniſhed , leaving nothing behind it on 


N 
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arrived; and held repeated converſations with me, 
reſpecting the feelings I ought: to entertain, and 
the conduct it would become me to purſue, when 

ſhe mould be no mormmmeeee no 99 ohh 
My ſon, ſaid ſhe, „ your character, and 
the promiſe of your early years, have conſtituted 
my only conſolation ſince the death of your excel- 
lent father. Our marriage was the reſult of a 
moſt Gncere and excluſive attachment, and never 


did man more deſerve to be loved than Reginald 


de St. Leon. When he died, the whole world 
would have been nothing to me but one vaſt blank, 
he had not left bebind him the repreſentative of 
his perſon, and the heir to his virtues. While I 


- was buſied in your education, I feemed to be diſ- 


charging the laſt duty to the memory of my huſ- 
band. The occupation was facred to the honour 
of the dead; even before it became ſo peculiarly 

pleaſing to m@upon its ownaccount as I afterwards 

found/it. I hope I have in fome meaſure diſcharged 
thy taſk in the manner in which my lord your father 
would have wiſhed it to have been diſcharged if he 
had lived. I am thank ſul to heaven that I have 


been ſpared fo long for ſo dear and honourable a 


purpoſe. 


4% Lou muſt now, my ſon, Rand by yourſelf, 


and be the arbitrator of your on actions. I could 


have wiſhed that this neceſſity might have been a 
little further deferred; but I truſt your education 
has not been of that ſort which is calculated to 


render à yaung man helpleſs and contemptible. 


Tou have been taught to know;ygur rank in ſo- 


ciety; and to reſpect yourſelf. Lou have heen in- 
ſtructed in every thing that might moſt effedtually 
forward you in the career of glory. There is not 
a young cavalier among all the nobility of France 
more accompliſned, or that promiſes. to do greater 
honour to his name and his country. I. ſhall not 


live 
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live to witeiwlsi the performance. ol. this--promile,: 
but the anticipation even now, pours a long Wen k. 
of ſunſhine on my departing hout᷑r]8᷑ 

„ Farewel, my ſon] Lou no longer ſtand. in 
need of my maternal care. When T am gone, you 
will be compelled more vividly to feel that ſingle- 
neſs and ſelf dependence which are the ſource of all: 
virtue. Be careful of yourſelf. - Be careful that 
your: carreer may be both ſpotleſs and: illuſtrious;: 
Hold your life as a thing of no account when it 
enters into competition with your fame. A true 
knight. thinks no ſacriſice and ſuffering hard that 
honour demands. Be humane, gentle, generous 
anti intrepid. Be prompt to follow vherever your 
duty calls you. Remember your anceſtors, knights 
of the Holy Croſs. Remember your father. Follow 
your king, who is the mirror of valour; and be 
ever ready for the ſervice of the diſtteſſed. May 
providence be your guardian. May heaven ſhower 
doyn a thouſand bleſſings upon your: innocence and 
the gallantry of your ſoul! “/ 4 

The death of my mother wae a Gone blow to. 
my heart. For ſome. time all the viſions of great- 
neſs and renown which hadhitherto been my choſen 
delight, appeared diſtaſteful to me. 1 hung 
over her inſenſible corpſe. When it had been, 
committed to the earth, I repaired every dy to 
_ the ſpot where it was depoſited, at the hour of 
duſk, when all viſible objects faded from the eye, 
when nature aſſumed her ſaddeſt tints, and the 
whole world ſeemed about to be wrapped in the 
darkneſs of the tomb. The dew-of night drizzled, 
unheeded on my head; and [ did not turn again 
towards, the e of the chateau, till the hour 


7 of. midnight had already nden ee the ah. 


me ſcene. | 
Fac is the healer of almoſt renz g * parti - 
a the eb ſeaſon of early jonth. In 
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no ſong period F changed rhe -oppreſſiow of native; 
furrow; for the affectionate and (piouy/recollevtion' 
of my mother's laſt inſtructions. I had been to 
deeply im buecꝭ with ſenrĩ ments of glory, for it to 
berpeflible,. he n tlie ſirſt excoſs of grief vat over, 
that I Awuld remain in indelence. The tender re- 
mambrance of my mother irfetf, in no long time, 
farniſket a new ſtimulas to my ambition. I forget 
theme lancholy ſpectacle of the laſt ſtruggles of her 
expiring life; Leven became aecaſtomed no longer 
tot hear her voie, no longer to expect her preſence, 
when |Iretwrned to the chateau from a ſhort ex- 
curſtom. Her laſt advice was now all that ſurvived: 
the author of my exiſten ce. 


| oh 
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CHAP, u. 


Trg in- this ate" ef mind, een, eitiy one 
morning in the beginning of ſummer; ſoon after 1 
rofe, I was ſtartled by the ſound of trumpers in the 
phfin' near the chateau. The bugle at the gate was' 
prefently ſounded; the drawbridge was let down; 
. _ . andthe marquis de Villeroy entered the court- 
1 accompanied by about thirty knights in com- 
plete armout. I ſaloted Him with reſpect, and the 
tenderneſs excited by recent grief. He took me 
by the hand, after a ſhore repaſt in the hall, and 
led me to eee eee | 
My ſon,” faid he, it is time to thtow off 
the effetuinacy of ſorrow, and to prove yourfelf” a 
true fudder of the ſtandatd of France“. 
ttuſt, my tord,” replied I, with modeſt ear- 
neſthefs, „chat yon well know; chere is nothing” 
after which my heart ſo ardently afpires. There“ 


is nothing” that T know worth living, for, burt 
| £ honour. Show me the patk that leads to it, or 
1 4 rather 
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rather ſhew' de tlie occahgn that affards ſcope for 
the love of honour to-diſpla uſelſ, and you ſhall 
then ſee whether Lam backward to embrace it. 
Thave a ,palfion pent np within me, that feeds 
upon my vitals. It diſe ains ſpecch; it burns for 
_ ſomethirig more unambiguous aud ſubſtantial,”, - - 
ett is well,” rejoined myauncle,; 0 1 expect. 
to. find yon thus. Your, reply to my ad- 
mogiition is worthy of the blagd-af your anceſtors, 
andlof the maternal. inflructians of my lifter. 
| Na, were you as dull as the very ſtones you” 
| tread on, what 1 have te tell you W e thay” 
rouſe you into animatiefi and ardour “ 

After this ſhort preface my unele progeeded to 
relate a tale, every word ſof which inflamed my 
ſpirits, and raiſed all my paſſions in Arms. Ihad 
heard Gainer the ſtate of my 
country ; but my mother gare fully kept me in ig- 
norance, that my ambition. might not be excited. 
100 ſoon, and 1 it might be 
with the fulfeſt effect. While: I. impatientig 
longed for an occj,m of glory, Inas ſar from © 
ee 
the occaſion which at this period preſented itſelf, 
Was ſuch, that all the licence of fiction could 
ſcarcely have improyed it.. 


Thie warquis de Villeroy deſeribed to me fle 
league no ſubſiſtipg againſt France. He revived 
in my "memory by terms of the malt. fervent 
loyatty,- the accompliſhments and talents, of mR 
royal matter. He ſpoke wih averſion of the 
be ratte, aud (crafty diſpobtion of his i per 
rivals; and, with the languzge of glowingandige s 
narlom, 10veighed againſt the igkleneſs of che can - 
priciaus Hegryt. He deſcribed the tam. of gife 
EE any Ul Aae G62] e 0 h of 
hals Vo 1 Bery VAL, 
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3 alters which had at length.induced the King to take 
The! field in perſon, e contraſted, with great 


croffed the Alps, entered the 
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effect, the ſtory of the gallant chavalicr: Bayard, 

the Eni W without fear and without reproach, whoſe 
blood was till freſh in the plains of the Milaneſe; 
with that of the conſtable of Bourbon, the ſtain of 


.chivalry, whom inglorious reſentments and un- 


governet ambition had urged to join the enemies 
'of his country, in neglect of his loyalty and his 
oath. He flimulated me by the example of the 
one, and the infamy of the other; and aſſured 


me that there never was an opportunity more 


favourable for acquiring immortal renown. 
1 wanted no prompter in a paſſion of this.ſort ; 


and immediately ſet about collecting the whole 
force of my clients and retainers. I fhook off the 


inglorious ſoftneſs of my melancholy, and was all 
activity and animation. The leſſons of my youth 
were now called into play. I judged it neceſſary 


to invite the aſſiſtance of ſome perſon of experi- 


ence to aſſiſt me in marſhalling my men; but 1 
did much of what was to be done myſelf, and I 
did it well. It was my firſt employment in the 
morning; and the laſt that was witnefled b 

ſetting ſun. My excellent mother had left A re- 
venues in the beſt order, and I ſpared. no expence 


in the gratification of my favourite paſlton. 


However eager I felt myſelf to take the field, 
the deſire. to appear in a manner worthy of a count 
de St. Leon reſtrained me; and I did not join the 
royal army till the Imperialiſts, having broken 
vp che fiege of Marſeilles, and retreated with 
precipitation into Italy, the king had already 

Musgele, and 


gained uncanteſted poſſeſſion of the capital. 
From Milan Francis proceciled to Pavia. Glory 
was the idol of his heart; and he was the more 
powerfully excited to · the attack of that place, 
becauſe it was the ſtrongeſt and beſt fortified poſt 


in 
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in the whole duchy. The more he diſplayed of wy 


military proweſs, the more firmly he believed he 
ſhould fix himſelf in his newly - acquired dominions; 
the inhabitants would ſubmit to him the more wi 


lingly, and the enemy be leſs'enconraged to enter 


into a freſh contention for what he had acquired. 
Buch at leaſt were the motives that he aſſigned for 
his proceedings: in reality perhaps he was prin- 
cipally induced by the brilliancy — ene 
ceived would attend on the undertaking. 

It was a ſew weeks atter the opening of de 
fiege that I preſented myſelf to my royal maſter. 
He received me with thoſe winning and impreſſive 
manners by which he was ſo eminentlydiſtinguiſhed. 
He recollected immediately all that had paſſed at 
our interview in the vale of Argres, and warmly 
expreſſed the obligarions which France had at 
various times owed to my anceſtors. He ſpoke - 
with earneſt reſpect of the virtues and wiſdom of 
my mother, and commended- the reſolution: 
which ſhe had in former inſtances held me back 
from the public theatre. Young gentleman, 
ſaid the king, “I doubt not the gallantry of your 
ſpirit; I ſee the impatienee of a martial temper 
written in your face; I expect you to act in 4 


manner worthy of your illuſtrious race, and of the 


inſtructions of a woman who deſerved to be herſelf 
a pattern to all the matrons of France. Fear not 
that I ſhall ſuffer your i ene to ruſt in 
obſcurity. - I ſhall ewploy you. I ſhall aſbgn | you 
the poſt of danger and of renown, Fill it noblys 
and from that hour I ſhall rank vou in the out 
logue of. my ehoſen friends“ | 
The ſiege of Pavia proved indeed: to hoe wan: 
action, in the courſe of which military honour + 
might well be acquired. It was defended by a 
ſmall, but veteran garriſon, and by one of the 
ableſd NAN that Europe at that time Fee 


S He 
* Antonio de Leyva. 
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1 ide approaches. ef the beſiegers by 
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requent and furious ſallies. In vain by tire aid 
of aur excellent artillery, did we male wide 
and repeated breaches in the:fortifications.. No 
ſooner did we attempt to enter by the paſſage we 


5 had opened, than we found ourfelves encountered 


by a body compaſod of the choiceſt- and braveſt 
ſoldiers: of the gatrifon. Phe governor of the 
city, ucho, though grey- headed and advanced: in 
years, was prafuſe of every r 
ordinatily 1 5 bead of this body. If we defer- 
Ted: our hs dr, not having. ſaceeedee/ in it, 
to commence it ancw with the daun of 
the ibeeihg day, we wore fure to find à new 
wall ſffrung up in the room of the other, as if by 


enbhantment. Frequently the governor anticipated 


the ſucceſs of our batteries, and the old furtiſication 
was no: ſconer demoliſhed, than we bebeld to our 
aſtoniſhment aud mortificat ion a ne% wall, which 
his prudence and {kill had erected tat. a ſmalb inter- | 
val within the line of the former. | 
One of thefe attacks cook plate on) the krond 

. daycafter' my arrival at che camp of aur ſovercign. 
n that I ſaw was new to me, andiin- 
dime with ardour. Ihe noiſe of the can- 
non; which had preceded the attack, and which 
was now huſhed ; the inſpiring founds of martial 
mufc:which.-ſucceeded that noiſes” the ſtandards 
_ Hodtingfin the air 3 the and equal tread of the 
battalion that advanced; the amour of the 
kuighitss the rugged, refolute- and imrepid coun- 
tonamces ofnthe infantry; all ſwelled my foul with 


tranſport hitherto unexperienced. 1 had beheld | 
| therdmbke! df the artillery, in the miiiſt of which 


g was laſt and confounded; 1ihad waitett : - 


8 in awfhl foſpence till the ol ſcurity thould be diſ- 
ſipatecʒ 1: ſaw, with ꝓleaſure and ſurpriſe the ruin 
* mne the breach. All. 


1 ; : that 
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that had been recorded of the military fata af 

Obriſtian valaur ſeamed then to ſtand: erouled in 
my huſy brain; the generoſity, the condeſgenſion, 
the kindneſs uith which the king had agdreſſad me 
the day before, urged me to trchle excytian. 1 
Was in the faremoſt rank. We ſurmounted the 
ditch. We were relifted by a choſen body of 
Spaniards. The contention Was, obitinate z- brave 


men, generous and gnterpaifing ſpirits, fell on the 


one. lide and the- other. I-feized, the cloth of a 
ſtandaxd, as, in the Ka of the wind, it was 
brought. near to my hand. Between me and the 
Spaniard' that held it there enſued. an obſlinat 
ſtruggle. I watched my anhertunity, and with 
my ford ſevered the flag tom! its ſtaff. At this” 
moment the trumpetsoſ the king founder, a retreat. 
J bad received two levers wounds, one in the 
ſhoulder and the other in the thigh, in the conteſt. 
J elt myſelf faint with the loſs of bleed. A French 
eg: at of. a nude appearance: and gigantic ſtatars, 
accoſting me with: the appellation of boy, com» 
manded me to ſurrender * ſtandard ty. him. 1 
refuſad ; and, to: convinge him I was in earneſt, 


proceeded to wmp it round my body, and faſtened 
it under py arm. Soon aſter I became infeaſible, 


and in this Gtuation was accidentally fqnng by me 
unale and his companions, who, immediatelg topk 
me and my prize vader their-care. As faan as T 
was. a. little ce % f wy! wounds, the 
ſeized ap opportunrty,; after having beſtewed 
commendatione upon my gallantry ef d 
the honours af kaightbood ngon ane in the Hes 
the. whole army: 
While aur tents were pitched under the walls of 
Pavia, I was contiauallg — we carale of 
my acquaintance; Among young: * of 
France, Who, like myſelf, bad attended their 
nin, in this memorable expedition, 1 | Io 
ome 
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' ſome enemies, made ſuch by the dMtinQions J ob- 
- tained during the fiege. But they were few; the 


reater part courted me the more, the more I 


ſhowed 'myſelf worthy of their attachment. Envy 
is not a paſſion that finds eaſy root in a French- 
man's beſom. I was one of the youngeſt of thoſe 
Who attended on the ſiege; but my brothers in 


arms were generous rivals, who'in the field obſti- 


nately ſtrove with me for ſuperior glory, but over 


the convivial board forgot their mutual competi- 


tions, and opened their hearts to benevolence and 
friendſhip. Let us not,” was a ſentiment I 
| heard often repeated, “ forget the object that led 
us from our pleaſant homes to pour from the 


heights of the Alps upon the fields of Italy. It 


4m to'humble the imperious Spaniard, to puniſh the 


diſloyal Bourbon, to vindicate the. honour of our 


beloved and illuſtrious monarch. Thoſe walls co- 

ver the enemy; yonder mountains ſerve to hide 
them from our 7 Mule let no Frenchman miſtake 
him who marches ander the flame run for an 

's adverſary.” On 

Fd The trenches had not been opened before 


Winter overtook'us, and the . was yet in pro- ä 
greſs ; with ſome apparent advantage indeed to our 


ide of the queſtion,” but by no means promifing 


an inſtant concluſion; © 'Fhe feaſon ſet in with un- 


- uſual ſeverity; and both officer and foldier were 
glad, as much as poſſible, to fence out its rigour 
dy the indulgences of the genial board. My fi- 
nances, as I have ſaid, were at the commence- 
ment of the expedition in excellent order; I had 
brought with me a conſiderable ſum; and it was 
not 5 upon the preſent occaſion. 


There were however other things to be attend- 
ed to, beſide the demands of conviviahtys The 


| king became impatient of the delays of the ſiege. 


The 
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The zarriſon and the inhabitants were reduced tor 
great extremities z but the governor diſcovered no 
ſymptoms of a purpoſe to ſurrender. In the mean 
time intelligence was brought that Bourbon was 
making the moſt extraordinary exertions in Ger- 
many, and promiſed to bring to the eneiny a re- 
inforcement of twelve thouſand: men from that 
country, while the imperial generals, by mort- | 

aging their revenues, and pawning their jewels, 
and ſtill more by their eloquence and influence 


with thoſe under their command, were able to 


keep together the remains of a diſheartened and 
defeated army in  expettation of his arrival. 
There was ſome" danger therefore, if the ſiege 
were nat ſpeedily terminated, that the king might 
ultimately be obliged to raiſe it with ignominy, or 
to fight the enemy under every diſadvantage. 
Francis however was not to be deterred from his 
undertaking; ,. He ſwore a ſolemn oath, that Pavia 
would be his, or he would periſh i in the attempt. | 
Thus circumſtanced, he .conceived à very ex- 
t traordinary project. Pavia is defended on one 
fide by the Teſino, the ſcene of the firſt of the 
fout famous battles by which Hannibal ſignaliſed 
his invaſion. of Italy. The king believed = if 
this riven could by the labour of bis army be di- 

verted from its courſe, the town muſt inſtantly, 
fall into his hands. He was encouraged to the 
vodertaking, by recollecting a ſtratagem of a ſimi- 
lar nature by which Cyrus formerly kar him- 
ſelf maſter of ths, city. of Babylon. It was a 
thought highly. 3 to the grandeur of his 
ſoul, to imagine that poſterity would in this in- 
| lance inſtitute a 1 7 e N and Hye: 

he Kea . oy 
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The plan for diverting, the courfe of the Teſino 
produced a new and extraordinary ſcene. It was, 
as may well be believed, a work of uncommon 
labour. A new channel” was to be ſcooped out 
and deepened ; and, while the ſtream was turned 
into this channel, vifes were to be mk and an 
immenſe mound of garth created, as an e ffectual 
impediment to the waters reſuming their former 
courſe. This was a heavy burthen to the' ſoldier, 
in addition to the diſadvantage of heing encamped 
during che courſe of a winter, remarkably ſeyere 
for the climate in which we fought. By any other 
army the taſk. would have been petformed with 
cloudineſs and diſcontent, if not complained of 
with repining and murmurs. But here the | aiety 
of the French ch arater diſplayed itſeff The 
nobility of France;.,who attended their ſovereign 
in great numbers, accompanied the infantry in 
their labour. We hid aſide the imſulgence of the 
| . marquee, of tapeſtry an}! carpets; we thre off 
our upper garments; and each of us 2 a ſpade, 
a barrow 4 earth, or a martock, W ur”. pur 
hands'to the engines, and refuſed not For ner 
Pretetice: that it 411 forgid or ſevere; While * 
were leafl efs, wo nat ure appeared bound u 
in 2 tbe Joig 1 05 down our faces. and end 
Umbs. The army were encouraged” By on 
example. 7 employment wich under. per 
3 would Mrs been regarded as Ti gid 
was thus made a fource o f few hilarit of 
amufe ment. It Was 2 ein: ht ey an | 
the yenerable and greycheaded [eers of the 
French army endeavchfing to exert the fir h 
and activity of their early years. To 1 
Had but lately arrived at che ſtature of manhood, 
s * who was accuſtomed to all the exerciſes. 
ich give ſtrength and y.igour to the frame, this 


i new Sw plopment.- Was in no degree W 


. Een. . * 


1 felt in it the fatisfaQion- that a ſwift man n- 
periences when he enters the lifts of the rage; 1 
cqugratulated myſelf upon the nature of my edu- 
cation ; if it he a fin to covet honour, that guilt 
was. mine; and, fo great was my appetite for it, 
that I was inexpreſÞbly rejaiced to obſerve the va- 
rious ways in which it might be gratified. | 
Strange as it may ſecma, this frene of a winter- 
camp, in the midſt of blood fweat, ſurrounded 
with dangers, and called on vnparalieled exes- 
tions, appears to me through the viſto of yearg 
that is now interpoſed between, to have been one 
of the happieſt of my life. The gay kbqurs and 
ſurprizes of the day, were ſucceeded' by a _convivial 
evening in which we did not the lefs open our 
hearts, though ſrequently liable to be inte rrupted 
in our midnight revels by the inexhauſtible attivity 
and ſtratagems of the enemy, In this various:and 
ever-ſhifting ſcene, I forgot the diſaſters that oc- 


curred, and the | blood that flowed around me. 


All ſenſe of a large and impaatial morality was, 
for the time at leaſt, deadened in my breaſt. I 
was ever upon the alert. The divesbty of events 
neither ſuffered my ſpirits. to flag, not reflection 
to awake. It is only upon fuck ogcafians, or o- 
caſi ons like theſe, that a man is able fully 10 feel 
what life is, and to revel in its exuberance. 
Abave all, I wa? delighted with the ſopieiy and 
friendſhip of my brother-officers. They Bones | 
me z they laved me; I ſeemed, to feel what ſyra- 
pathy was; and to bare conſcious. pleafure: in 
making one in a race of beings like myſelf. Such 
le e hkojationg, e. 3 
It muſt not however be imagined that all abont 
me felt in theſe reſpects as I did. I. (deeply 
indebted in this particular to my youth and m7 
fortune. The old qadeavouret to brace themſelves 
iin van; they ſunk 6 * 
n 3 | he 
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The poor ſoldier ſrom the ranks laboured inceſt. 
ſantly, and 1 laboured as much as he; but he had 
little opportunity to recruit his vigour and renovate 
his ſtrength. There was yet another: claſs of 
perſons in the camp, whoſe gaiety: was much leſs 
uninterrupted than mine. Thefe: were the king 
and the generals who. commanded: under him. 
They could not be entirely devoid of thought and 
conſideration. They fuffered much anxtety from 
the lengthof the fiege 5 and felt that every period 
of delay increafed the doubtfulneſs of the event. 
Antonio de Leyva, governor" of the city, ne- 
ceſſarily felt himſelf alarmed at the extraordinary 
project in which we were engaged, and made 
every exertion to prevent it. One evening the 
king ſent for me to his* tent, and told me in con- 
fidenee that the enemy intended that very night 
to make three ſeveral: attacks upon our mound, 
one on each ſide of the ſtteam, and one by means. 
of: boats in the centre. Iwo of theſe, he: ſaid, 
were merely intended as feints; the weſt bank of 
the Teſino was the point againſt which their prin- 
ipal exertions would be directed. On that fide 
he was zeſolved to command in perſon; the boats: 
With which: he propoſed to reftt their flota he 
' Eeonlided to one of the moſt famous and valuable 
oſſicers of his army ; the detaehment on the eaſt 
bank he purpoſed to. ĩntruſt to my uncle and myſelf. 
He obſerved that the detachment he could ſpare 
or that purpoſe, after having formed the other 
two bodies, and reſerved a ſuſſicient number for 
the defence of the camp and the works, would be 
- ſmall ; and he warned me to the exertion of a. 
Particular vigilance. It would be doubly unfortu- 
nate, if a body, the attack upon which was to be 
merely 4 feigned one, ſhould nevertheleſs be 
 Fouted; - Go, added he, fulfil my expectations; 
deport rourſelf anſwerably to the merit of 7 * ; 


1 
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frſt lebenden and depend upon it that you 
will prove hereafter one of the moſt: eminent - Tup- 
porters of the martial glory of France. 

„The marquis de Villeroy divided our mee force: 
ito two bodies: with the larger he lay in wait för 
the enemy near the ſcene of the expected attack; 
the ſmaller-he confided to my dirrenon and plated 
fo that we might be able to fall upon, the rear of 
rhe garriſon: troops as ſoon as they ſhobid be fully 
engage with our* comrades. In the” ſituatian 
aſſigned me; L took advantage of the fkirts of 3 
wood, which enabled me to approach very year: | 
0 the expected route of our affailants witheut | 
being perceived by them. The night was exe 
tremely dark, yet the vicinity of my poſition was“ 
ſuch that could count the nümbers of the adver- 
fary as they pafec along before my hiding place,” 
Was alarmed to find that they mounted to at leaſt· 
the triple of what we had been taught to expecx. 
They were no faoner paſt, than I diſpatehed to the 
king a young knight, my particular friend; "who 
happened to be with me, to urge the rieceſſit ty of 
a reinforcement; ' At the. ſame time 1 ſent a mef- 
ſenger to my uncle, by a circuitous toute, to inform 
Rim of what I had obſerved, and the ep T had 
taken, and to 'intreat him to defer the 2 tack as 
Fong as conſiſtently with propriety it ſhould be poſe 
ſible.' The enemy however had no ſooner arrived 


at the place e of their deſtination, than the troops N 


the marquis, no longer capable of reſtraint, ruſhed _ 
. them. The Spaniards were at firſt fur 
prifed,. but a ſtiort time led them to ſaſpect the 
weaknefs of theft aſſailants; nor was the affiftance' __ 
1 brought to my uncle ſufficient to turn the fortune 


of the fight. We loſt many of dur men; 3 the reſt. : 


apparentiy gave ground; and it was a vain attempt 
amidſt the darkneſs of the night, to, endea vom to 


reltore ofder and rally theta" üo he Uakt "PS 
W were 
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e unable to dubiggvilh friend 
which — We limbs, d 
„and x 


wy — * dreadful. Our 


| 5 and horror the 


: bool cloſe of January, out works 
"wholly interrupted, was conſiderabiy rerarded by 
a ſucceſſon of beavy rains. 
us. iv many ways 3 oer project, wh) 
'euted in the -midÞ of waters, rendereg additional 
- damp a wattex of ſerious conbftration. 
lo Hines: with -an apprebenſion of ſtill grep en 


—— OWE — — — 
- 


1 the 


22080 —— 


FPlages. The-next morning at day-} 1 it ruſhed 
don exery where at gnce With wonderful 8 
ds and noiſe. 


ro r = 
—— —— tos — 
— 2 


| 1 Ay we ba ad proc 
oh * d {ay gurlelyss 


— ——ů— —— ——— 


1 


already almpſt completely orerponengd, hen 
ſuceaurs we expected reached Hoy They, ware 
frqip, enemy. 
ſagw_had.comp pn, 
roye fiercely in gur 
red eyery object alike vir y les. 
ich ip this fituation! taok place, 
blows: were ruck at 
- A Freychman was not leſs Sign thaw 

— When the battle craſed, ſcareely one 
e, was left alive 3 but we obferyved wich 


A wore of mingled rain and 


The carnage 


number of the be- 
ers who had ons in the mid of the con- 
afhon,” here em to Nes UP thgur PF countpy- 


wen. 

Lam now arrixed ar the period whiek pot 1 
end to the. Far aud jocundneſs of the gampa 
after this was one continued ſeries of dig - 


though. not 


1 bis Nag. apjurions to 
Was exe- 


We were 


agnitude, which was ſpeedily realif ed. 
ws being at length completely diſolved, 1 
"the quantity 7 water continually Ka We 
perceived 95 W ſtro ep ſympioms that gur 
e pringipal of our laboyr and 


ſource of gur hope, —— ys ik in various 


It is dithcult to deſcribe the ſenſation 
of . which Vas igltantly and univerſally dif- 
our of 125 weeks e 0 


e e 


FF 


which we aſpired. At this time our projet was 
almoſt completed and Pavia. was in Imagination: 


fy 4 40% 


already 3p our bands, to gain poſte ion of which 
had — vp ſuch 50 exextions, the diſplay of 


We wer to gg” at: the cataſtrophe we ſaw. 
We gazed. at each other, each in want of encou- 
ragepment, and every one unable to afford. it. 


Still however we were not geltitute of adyan- 5 


| tages. The garriſon began to be 1 in want both of 
ammunition and proyihons. They, were in a 
| neral ſtate of. diſcontent,. almoſt of mutiny, which 
fcarcely alt the addreſs and authorit of the go- 
vernor 1 able to ſupp refs. N if the town.con- 
tinued Tonger relieved it Na ſure, to fall into 
our hands.” But even this our laſt hope was eons» 
5 Hderablydiminilſied by the intelli igence v received 
the very day after. the. deſtruftion of | our moun 
that the imperial army, after baving received large 
reinforcements, was approaching in eonſide fable 
Force. The kin had me time ales in the 
beight of bis Col nce, and elation of his hear 
ſent off a detachment of 6x thouſand men te in- 


vade the kingdom of Na les; for pon e 
Well as the We Pts ed pre enhons 


ilaneſe, he had inhe erit epbor 
from his immedigte predecefiors. . 
But though the enemy was: ſupexior in in wor 
and 2 part perhaps of t their forces 1 diſc 1 5 
N than ours, they laboured. under ſexęral 5 Aran 
tages to which we were not expoſed., 'T he em- 
peror, though bis gominions were more extenſive, 
| did not derive from them a reygnue equal to chat 
of Francis. 4 be did not take the field in perſon, 
the war, appeared | to his ſubjets gpl only 2 fer 
wars | proceeding . upon the ordinary motiyes of War. 
F# Ly countrymen, were, led by. Geir 25751 
7 5 freſh from therecenbinlglence of an. ipvaf 91 10 
_ their own ED and fought at once fot perſon 


gory 


0 much gallantry, and tlie loſs of fo many ſoldiers... 


- 
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gory 2nd their country s /honour. "The Bag whor 
commanded them, Greg expreſsly | formed to ob- 
tain their attachment and affection. His nobles 
became enthuß aſtic by the example of. his enthuy 
haſm, and willingly difburſed; heir revenues to 
give proſperity and eclat to the campaign. \ 
The. firſt queſtion that aroſe upon the approach: 
of the enemy, was, whether we ſhould break up: 
the Hege, and attend in {ome ſtrong poſt the flow, 
but ſure, effect of their want of money, and the 
conſequent diſperſion of their troops, or wait their 
attack i in our preſent. poſture. The former: advice 
Was fafe ; but to the gallant ſpirit of Francis it ap- 
peared ignominious. He was upon all occafions” 
the partiſan of rapid meafures and decifive. prooeed- 
ings z and his temper, with the exception of a few 
wary and deliberate counſellors, accorded with: 
that of our whole army. For ſome days we con- 
gratulated ourſelves upon the wiſdom of our choice 
we preſented to the enemy fo formidable an apr 
pearance, that, notwithſtanding the cogent - mo. 
tives he had to proceed, he heſitated long before 
he ventured to attack us. At length however the 
day came, that wy pregnant with ſo xa nn | 
_ expectation. _ 
If through the whole limits of our camp there 
was not a man that did not feel himſelf rouſed upon · 
this glorious occaſion, to me it was <ſpecially Ins 
tereſting.. The ſcene accorded with the v ole | 
purpole of my education, . and novelty made” it: 
impreflive. I lived only in the preſent. moment. 
1 had not a thought, a wiſh, 2 ſtraps © imagina- | 
tion, that wandered - be yo nd, "the circllt of the day * 
My ſonl Was filled; at tis minute wild with. 1 
as. and at another awed into ſolemnity, There 
is ſom pethin indeſori bably delicious! in this concen- 
N of t . a 1 8 man above himſelf; pf a 


* boy we of 
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and makes him feel a certain nobleneſs and eleva- 
tion of character, of the poſſeſſion of which he was 
to that hour unconfcious. Fear and pain were ideas 
that could find'ng harbour in my boſom; I regard-- 
ed this as the moſt memorable of days; and myſelf. 
as the moſt fortunate of mortals. Far indeed was 
from anticipating the diſgraceful event in which 
this elation of heart peedily terminated: | 
Phe ſun rofe bright in a cloudleſs Ex. The 
cold of the feaſon was ſuch, as only to give new: 
 lightnels and-elafticity to the muſcles and animal 
ſpirits. T fav few of. thoſe objects of nature, 
which in this delightful climate give ſo ſacred a: 
pleaſure to the human ſoul. But in my preſent 
temper, there was no object of fight ſo . 
as the firm and equal ſteps of the martial bands, 
the impatience of the war- Horſe, and rhe diſplay: 
of military ſtandards; nor any muſic ſo enchanting, 
as the ſhrilneſs of the pipe, the clangor of the 
trumpet, the neighing of iteeds, and the roaring of 
cannon. It is thus that man diſguiſes to himſelf 
the real nature of his occupation; and clothes that 
which is of all things moſt nefarious or moſt to be 
lamented, with the femblance of jubilee and feſtival. 
WER 4 Imperialiſts were at firſt unable to withſtand 
the efforts of French valour+ They gave way on c 
every ſide; we purſued our advantage with 1 
tuoſity. To the ſlaughter of whole ranks mowed 
don with tremendous celerity, to the agonies of 
the dying, I was blind; their groans had no effect 
on my organ, for my ſout was occupied in another 
direction. My horfe's heels ſpurned their mangled 
limbs, and were red with their blood. I fought 
not merely with valout, but with fury; IL animated: 
thoſe around me by my example and my acclama- 
tions. It may ſeem contrary to delicacy for me to 
| r own pals but I. 


am. 


— 


28 TRAYELS OF 


a A ren be rung tulp changed and re- 
" moyed from what I was, and I write. ech che 


' freedom. of a general hiſtorian. It is this fimplicity 
and ingenuoulnels that ſhall peryade the whole of 
. my narxatiye. 
- _ ̃ be fortune of the day ſpeedi by changed: The 
J cowardice and defertion of our Swiſs allies, gave 
the firſt Ggnal of adverſit 26 The gallant com- 
mander of oY garriſon of Pavia, allied out in the 
midſt of tbe ght, and ſuddenly attacked us in the 
fear. A ſtratagem of the imperial general effected 
the route of gur cayalry. The whole face of the 
Held was utterly reverſed, 

It would be in vain for me to attempt to deſcribe 
even the ſmall part that I beheld of the calamit ky 
and laughter of che French army. At this di 

tance of time, the recollection of it opens afreſh 
the almoſt· obliterated wounds of my heart. I ſaw 
friends cut down, and periſh on every fide. 
wet hole bo, together with myſelf, had marched 
dent in the morning, ſwelled with exultation and 
" hope, new lay weltcring. in their blogd. Their 
_ " hopes, their thoughts, their exiſtence, were brought a 
o 2 fatal determination. The common ſoldiers 
wers bewed and cut io pieces by hundreds without 
4 aug dere Many of the firſt nobility 
Francs. made deſperate by the change of the 
le, ruſhed into, the thicket, of the _ and be- 
| WE ſo 1 volunta * ec eg rather 
te perifh, than tg turn their backs with difbonpur. 
— . the battle 1 Had um; Fenty killed under me. 
Te fill of Pam (a Les a ſort, dl ro deſtruc- 


= of He 
1 x, | * 

101 : 
4 J rils, 
g | 


8 5 
hben 4 

- that hes: 05 two. 4 — ſcet, and laid him 

pes ate on the e "rg faithful at- 

dendant, Ms. ae AWE! 


ately 
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ately brought me a freſh charger ; z but L had not 
long mounted him; wien he received a wound 
which killed him on the ſpot. I. was my(clf hurt 
in ſeveral places, and at length the ſtroke of 
ſabre brought me to the ground. Here bree 
for a long time inſenſible. When Trecovered, and 
looked around me, I found myſelf in entire folit ey. 
and could at prefent-perceiye no trace either of the 
enemy or of my own people. Sooο however I xe 
collected what had paſſed; and was but too well 
aſſured of the defeat m countrymen had ſuſtained, 
Weak and battered as 1 was, I THE to retire 
o a place of: greater ſecurity. I had fcarcely- 
Changed my ground, before LfA a trooper of We 
enemy rufhing: towards me wich the i intentien t 
take 05 5 life. "Fortunately T obferved a yew: 
at hand, 5 e ſhelter of "which Fhaſtened;. an 
partly by moving the branches to and fro, pf 
- partly by ſhifting-my poſition, I baffted my adver- 
| Hary;. till he became weary: of the attenipt,. A. 
moment after,''F'faw one of my moſt N 
familiar companions killed PEE eyes. It 
not long be een kaire Weh "Ee? 
2 vp to the f 7 where iT N L like = 
roſy as rr from the bees "MF, vl nee pe- 


| rified in the battle. 
MEE men ear kagge Heart 


It is wonderfu 
againſt ſuch ſeenes às Tthen IE: It is won-- 
derful ho they can be brought to oo-opę erate u 
fuch demoniac er and motethan ee if 
chief, barbarity at murder. But they are 3 
2 


toit; and enter, not fr a deplorable nece 
but às to a feſtival, in which 3 man ig e 
decupy his place, aud fare the Ke 
feemed ta me at that time, as it ſeems to me no 
that ir meuld be enough for a'man to oem 2 
Ka r * 12 at ewa, to, induce him-to- 
| ** 
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_... abjure the trade of-vidlence for ever, and to com- 


mit his ſword once more to the bowels of the 


"earth, from which it was: torn. for fo nefarious a 


_ Theſe ſe ſations, though now finally eſtabliſhed 


* 
* 


in my mind, were at the time of which I am writ- 


ing but of fleeting duration. The force of educa- 


diuion and the firſt bent of my mind, were too ſtrong. 


The horror which overwhelmed me in the firſt 


moments of this great national defeat ſubſided; and 


the military paſſion returned upon me in its original 
_  ardbur. My convictions, and the moral integrity 
_ of my ſoul, were temporary; and I became my- 
elf a monument of that inconſtancy and that won- 
der, to which I have juſt alluded; |, . _ --; 
Varjous circumſtances: however prevented this 
paſſion from its direct operation. The character 
of: France was altered by the battle of Pavia, 
gad mine remained the ſame. It was in the 
fulleſt degree decifive of the fortune of the war. 
_ Milan, and every, other place in the Aa benen 
meir gates to the conqueror: and, in a fortnight, 
not a Frenchman was leſt in the fields of Italy. 
O the whole army only a ſmall body effected an 
_ orderly retreat, under the command of the duke of 
Alenſon. Many perſons of the higheſt diſtinction 
petiſhed in the battle: many were made priſoners 
by the.evemy; France by this event found the 
iſt ol her nobleſſe conſiderably reduced in num- 
bers z add to which,-thoſe whole loſs che ſuſtained, 
were almoſt all of chem taken from among the moſt 
Aiſtinguiſhed and meriteriqus in the catalogue 
But what, conſtituted the principal feature in 
this memorable. event, was that the king himſelf 
yas found in the humbor of the priſoners 3 nor was 
he releaſed by his ungenerous competitor till after, 
Noe than a twelvernonth's confinement. During 


this «+ 


þ 


T. LEON. 31 


mis period Francis taſted of the dregs of adverſity. 
Inclined in the firſt inſtance to judge of his rival 
by himſelf, he expected a liberal treatment. In. 
this he was deeply diſappointed. After a detention 
of many months in the Milaneſe, the fcene of his 
former ſucceſſes, he was transferred to Madrid. 
He, was perſonally. neglected by the emperor, 

while his diſloyal fubjeQ® was treated with ſingu- 

lar diſtinction. The moſt. rigorous terms ere 

propoſed to him. All this had. the eſſect, in one 

inſtance, of ſinking him into a diſeaſe of languor 

and dejection which he was not expected to ſutvive;, 
aud, in another; of inducing kim 'to execute an 
inſtrument by which he abdicated the crown, and 
declared his reſolution. of remaining à priſoner for 
life. His confinement was at length terminated 
by his ſolemnly engaging to compulſory articles, 
which he was determined to break as ſoon as he 
| found himſelf at liberty; an alternative-peculjarly” 
| grating to the liberality of his ſpirit. This re- 


verſe of fortune materially changed his character. 


N ſine ſpirit of his ambition was from this time 
aporated; and, while he ſtill retained the inde- 
Fable. qualities of his ſouh, and was gallant, 
. and -generous, he bartered, as far-as 
was compatible with his diſpoſition, the enterpriſ- 
ing and audacious temper he had previouſſy mani- 
ſeſted, for the wary and phlegmatic ſyſtem of his 
more fortunate competitor. His genius cowered 
before that of Charles; and the. defeat. of Pavia 
may perhaps be conſidered as having givemae 
wound to the reign of chivalry, and a ſecure foun- 
dation to * craft, ee Tce 
e n er n e 
„ e 
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T Hits * erf PEER then + 
_ .olofed;. if not: permanently, at leaft for a 09% 4 
my mind took a new bias; and, without diſmil- 
Aung its moſt cheriſfed and darling paſſion, purſugd 
2 patch in the prefent' emergency, to which the” 
accidents ef my youth had alſo. guided me. If 
amy mother had fſurvived, ſhe would probably, 
either not have conſented to my ſerving at the 
, ifiege'of Pavia, or at leaſt would have recalled me 
0 the obſeurity of my paternal chateau as foan 
8 the campaign was at an end. I had not fully 
oompleted the twentieth year of my age, at. the 
period of the memorable battle in which my ſo- 
Wereign was made priſoner. I was left without 
eier ar guide; even the marquis de Vineroy, 
. my mother brother, of. whatever conſequenee his 
adimonitions to me — Have proved, was taken 
dom me in this fata ment. "Phe king: 
welk perhaps, had K* en for the dreadful 
Slamties in which he was now involved, might 
Have condefcended: to intereſt. himfelf in ſome: de- 
g grer in my welfare. By the courſe of events, I 
was left, yet a minor, and with an ample revenue 
at my* seen, to be wholly. guided by the ſug 
ons of my own mind, 
In the portion of his reigu already elapſed, the 
dic and intereſting qualities of. Francis had 
n new ſpriog to the fentiments of the nation. 
e was the moſt accompliſhed and amiable prince 
of the time in Which he lived. There was but 
one of all the Porereigns of Chriſtendom: that 
gld cope with him in power, the emperor 
EI" as 3 3 1 
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a ſort” that Frenchmen were accuſtomed to regard” | 
with averſion and contempt, ſo there had not 
been a doubt among my. compatriots, of the ſide 
upon which the ſuperiority would ultimately. 
reſt. By the events of the flay of Pavia they were 
confounded and overwhelmed. They did not 
deſpair of their country ; they ſoon felt, and felt 
to its utmoſt extent, the rank which France held 
among the European ſtates. But the chain of 
their ideas was interrupted; they could not but 
be conſeidus that the fortune of the kingdom had 
. received a grievous check. The illuſtrious career 
which they had in fancy already traverſed, was was 
now. poſt poned to a diſtant period. ö 
The conſequences which flow from a ſuppteſſed 
ambition may -eafjly be imagined. The nobility 
of France exchanged the <p of the field for 
the indulgences of the table: that concentrated 
"ſpirit which had ſought" to 8 itſelf upon 
the willeſt field, now found vent in the exhibition 
of individual expence: and, abeve all, the ſor- 
did and inglorious paſſion Tor gaming, a vice 
eminently chatacteriſtic of the age in which I have 
lived, now eſpecially gained ſtrength, and drew 
multitudes into its deſtructive .vortex. It was 
perhaps impoſſible for a young man to have en- 
tered the theatre of the World under leſs favour- | 
able auſpices. © 
In what I have already written, T felt \myfelf - 
prompted” to enlarge with complaceney- upon the 
ſentiments and ſcenes of my youth; and have 
yielded to the ſuggeſtion. _ The lame internal ads. 
monition*,makes me ſhrink” 'from_.enteriag with, 
minuteneſs into the detail of my ruin. I recolleck 
my infatuation with abhorrence; I fly trom the 
memory with ſenſations ine xps ſſibly painful; | 
I ©: picks it as 2 cloud that Reilhadowed and 
blackened 


_ TRAVELS OF | 
blackened for ever the fair proſpets of my earlier 
9, x | 
- I ſhall not enumerate all my youthful compa- 
nions, or all my youthful follies. I committed a 
miſtake obvious enough, at this immature period 
of my exiſtence, when 1 miſtook profuſion and 
extravagance for ſplendour and dignity; and the 
prudent economy which my mother had practiſed, , 
ſerved in the preſent inſtance as the pandar to my 
vices. The whole tendency of my education had 
been to inſpire me with a proud and reſtleſs dere 
of diſtinction; and I was not content to play a 
ſecond part in the career of my vices, as I ſhould. 
not have been content to play a ſecond part in the 
genuine theatre of honour and fame. In all that 
was thoughtleſsly ſpirited and gaily 'profligate I 
led the way to my compeers, and was conſtantly 
held up by them as an example. By this conduct 
J incurred the cenfure of the rigorous and the old; 
but the voice of cenſure reached me much. ſel- 
domer than that of adulation.” My perſon and 
demeanour were the topics of general applauſe. 
I was tall and well-proportioned; my perſon was 
lender and agile, but with an appearance of the 
fulleſt health; my countenance was open, com- 
manding and animated. My rank and fituation 
in the world gave me confidence; the fire and 
impetuolity of my temper rendered my geſtures 
eaſy, rapid, expreſſive and graceful. The con- 
ſequence of all this was to confirm me in a plan of 
life which I early laid down to myſelf, and from 
which I never. in any inſtance deviated, I put 
alide thoſe rules as ſplenetic and hypercritical, 
which confeſſors preach, and with which the 
preceptors of young men are accuſtomed to weary 
and alienate i of their pupils. The charge 
of being diſorderly and unthinking I deſpiſed; | 
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hat of imprudence, even when meant for blame, 
founded in my ear like the voice of encomium. 
But, accuftamed from education to ſentiments of. 
honour, and from habit to the language of eulogy, 
it is difficult for any man to be more firmly bent 
than 1 was to incur no breath of diſhon6ur, or to. 
drew the line more peremptorily, between the. 
follies of youth, and the aberrations of a groſs. 
and unprincipled ſpir it. 
It map be alleged indeed; and with conſiderable 
juſtice, that the habit of gaming is an exception 
to this ſtatement. It was with great heſitation 
and reluctance that I entered into this habit. I 
ſaw. it as it was, and as every ingenous and un- 
debauched mind muſt ſee it, baſe and ſordid. The. _ 
' poſſeſſion, of ſome degree of wealth I regarded: © 
indeed as indifpenſible to a man who would fill a. 
= lofty and reſpectable character in the world, a: 
fi charaQer that, by uniting the advantages of ex- 
terior appearance with the actions of a hero, 
ſhould extort the homage of his ſpecies. But, in 
the picture I drew of this man in my mind, - - 
conſidered wealth as an accident, the attendant : 
on his birth, to be diſpenſed with dignity, not to 
be adverted to with minuteneſs of attention. 
Deep play is certainly ſufficiently inconſiſtent 
with this. character. The direct purpoſe of the 
gameſter is to transfer money from the pocket of 
his neighbour into his. He rouſes his ſleepy 
and wearied attention by the moſt ſordid of all 
motives. The fear of loſing pierces his heart witk 
anguiſh; and to gain, to obtain an advantage for | 
himſelf, which can ſcarcely exceed, and which 
ſeldom equals, the injury his competitor ſuffers, is 
the circumſtance which moſt tranſports his heart 
with delight. For this he watches; for this he 
ealculates. An honourable gameſter does not 
. | ſeize 
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9 with pee tatig the moment e han 
| eptived by wine or any other cauſe: 
E T eg abel 61 poems. He does: not ſeek with 
ſober malice to play upon his paſſions. He does 
net enter with avidity into the conteſt with an un- 
praiſed; but preſuming rival. But he cannot 
„ rey, when he finds that accident has 
him an unuſual advantage. I have often 
thoygbt that could better underſtand how a man 
of honor could reroncile himſelf to the aceurſed 
and murderous trade of war, than to the ſyſtem 
of the ganng-table. In wär he fights with a 
ſtranger, a man with whom he has no habits of 
Aindnets, and who is fairly e that he comes 
againſt Him with ruindus intent But in play he 
robs perhaps His Þrother, "his lh the partner 
of his boſom; or, in every event, a man ſeduced 
ite che Trare with all the arts of e and, 
whom he files upon, even while he ſtabs. 
1 aur taking here the mere reaſon. and com- 
mon- ſenſe of the queſtion as it relates to mankind, 
Fx: general. But it is with other feelings that I S 
reſſect upon the concetn Thave myſelf. fo . wr 
inthe ſubject. Tears roll on in yain,; ages theme 
ſebes are uſeleſs here; looking lar ward, as 1. do, 
to an eniſtence that Matt endure till time Wall be 
ned more; no time can wipe awa the remembrance. 
ofethe Bitter anguiſh that 1. * endured, the 
conſequeſtee of” "gaining, It ie torture! It is. 
madnefs! Poverty, 1 have drained thy. Kar to 
; the dre gs | :F' have ſeen "my Wife. .apd my child ren 
locking to me in vain the bread! Which h-is-the - 
mot ihtdlerable diſtreſsf? That Phy the period, 
im uchieht All thte comforts of life: graduall ef t ME 
inwhicyt cuugtit at every Fo, _ promule,,, 
e kragt ut kane 3 Sb Whey I roſe ,cxery., 
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morning to pamper myſelf with empty deluſions; 
in which I ate the apples of purgatory, fair with- 
out, but within bitterneſs and aſhes ; in Which I 
. toffed, through endleſs, fightleſs nights, upon the 
couch of diſappointment and deſpair ?. Or the 
period, when at length all my hopes were at an 
end; when. fled with horror to a foreign climate; 

| when my family, that ſhould have been my com- 

looked upon them, naked, deſtitute. and exiles, - 
with the tremendous thought what and who. it 
was that had cauſed their ruin? Adverfity, . with- 
out conſolation, adverſity when its fting is re- 
morſe, ſelf-abhorrence and ſelf-contempt, —hell 
has no miſery, by which it can be thrown into 
ſhade or exceeded! Lo cada; ot 


Why do I dwell upon, or at leaſt why, do; I 
anticipate, this deteſted circumſtance of my. ſtory 2 _ 
Let me add one remark in this place, and paſs on 
to the other particulars of this epoch of my pro- 

digality. It is true, I myſt take this ſhameful ap- 
pellation to myſelf—I was a, gameſter. But, in 
tne beginning, I took no concern in that ſpecies ot 
| ſcience which is often implied in that a pellation. 
My games were games of hazard, not = {kills ,Jt- 


. 


Ppeared to my diſtempered apprehenſion, to 
only a mode in which for a man to dilplay. his 
. fortitude apd phiſoſophy. I was flattered with the 
prese of "gaming. becatife 1. fe n . e 
gracefully purſued, the magnanimity of the Stoxe, + 
combined with the manners of-2 man of the world 

a magnanimity that no luccefs is able to intoxicate, 
and no viciſhtude to Han I. committed my 
4 {£33433 L. BIZ LY FY . a5 3 ei T4. Sh. TIL: 5 
property to the hazard.o the. die ; and 1 placed 3 
. my ambition in laughing alike at the favgurs of 
fortune, and her frowns. In the ſequel howev 


1 er one e ſequel. howeger 
I found'myſelf deceived, The elle bed ei 
"> Voi. I. | D 
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ciently proved that ſhe had the power of making- 
me ſerious. But in her moſt tremendous reverſes 
I was never influenced to do any thing that the 
' moſt ſcrupulous gameſter regards as diſhonourable. 
' I fay not-rhis for the purpoſe of giving colour and 
ſpeciouſneſs to my tale. I ſay it, becauſe I have 
laid it down to-myſelf in this narrative as a ſacred 
principle, to relate the ſimple, unaltered truth. 
Another characteriſtic of the reign of Francis 
the Firft, is its gallantries. It is well known how 
much the king was himſelf ocenpied with attach- 
ments of this fort; his government was rather the 
government of women than of politicians; and 
the manners of the ſovereign.{trongly tended to x 
the habits of his | ſubjects. A very young man 
' uſually rather takes the tone of his paſſions from 
_ thoſe. about him, than forms one that is properly 
- his own ; ande this was my caſe in the preſent in- 
- ſtance as well as in the preceding. Originally of 
an amorous conſtitution, I ſhould perhaps have 
quieted the reſtleſſneſs of my appetites. without 
oſtentation and eclat, had-not Ihe conduct of my 
©youthſul aſſociates in general led me to regard 
gallantry as an accompliſhment indiſpenſably ne- 
dceſſary in a young man of rank. It muſt, be con- 
ſeſſed indeed that this offence. againſt, the rigour of 
diſcipline has a ;thouſand advamages..over-that. of 
ming. Few women of regular and reputable 
ves, have that caſe of mannerg, that flow of 
#Faticy, aud that graceful intrepidity of thinking 
«<-and'expreſſing themſelves, that is ſometimes to be 
found among thoſe who- have diſcharged tbemſelves 


BE 85 in a certain degree from the tyranny, of cuſtom. 


There is ſomething irrefiſtibly captivating in that 
| oluptuouſneſs, which, while it aſſumes a certain 


{conforms jel to the diftates of unfophiſticated 
1h | © delicacy, 
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delicacy. A judicious and limited voluptuouſneſs, 
is neceſſary to the cultivation of the mind, to the 
poliſhing of the manners, to the refining of ſen- 
timent, and the developement of the underſtand- 
ing; and a woman deficient in this reſpect, may 
be of uſe for the government of our families, but 
can neither add to the enjoyments, nor fix the par- 
tiality, of a man of animation and taſte, 


But, whatever there may be in theſe conſidera- 


tions, certain it is, that the conduct I purſued in 
mattets of gallantry, led me into great and ſerious 
expences. The miſtreſſes, with whom I chanced 
tc aſſociate, had neither the inexpreſſible cap- 
- tivation of madame de Chateaubriant“, nor the 
© aſpiring and impreſſive manners of the dutcheſs 
c Etampesfſ. They had | however beauty and 
vivacity, frolic without rudeneſs, ands ſoftneſs 
| without timidity. They had paid ſome regard to 
points of knowledge and taſte, conſidering theſe as 
additional means for fixing the paxtiality of their 
paramours, and knowing that they had no ſecutitx 
for the permanence of their proſperity but in the 
variety of their attractions. In their ſociety 1 was 
led into new trains of reflection, a nicer eon- 
ſideration of human paſſion and the varieties of 
human character, and, above all, into a greater 
quickneſs and delicaey in matter of intellectual 
ktaſte. My hours, for the moſt- päftz rolled - 
if $5531 eably away, ſometimes in the ſociety , 
: of - * young, the gay and ambitiobs of my on 


ſex, and ſometimes in the ſofter andqmore-de- 
_ licious intercourſe of the fat. 1 lied in ut malt 
of all that Poris eculd at that time famith, of 
ſplendiq and Jyxuriogs: This ſyctem of Being was 
calculated to lull, me in pleaſing dreams and to 
waſte zway ekiſlence:in deheious 
ene l 
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- kiciently accorded: with the. ſad period of our ſo- 
vereign's captivity, when my young ,-compatriots 
ſought to drown the ſenſe of public, and patriotic 
_ conſiderations in copious dreaghts of pleaſure;'tior 
did the monarch's return immediately reſtore to 
France her former haughtineſs and pride. 

The courſe of ſenſuality in which 1 was now 
engaged, though it did not abſolutely ſink into 
gröſſfneſs, may well be ſuppoſed to haye trod upon 
' the very edge of licence. I and my companiohs 

: were young z we were ma e fearleſs and preſumin 
| by fortune and by rank; we had laid aſide thoſe 
more rigorous reſtraints Which render the ſoberer 
part of mankind Plauſibl ible And decent, by making 
them timid and' trite. I will not coutaminate 
g the minds of my innocent and inexperienced 
readers by entering into the, detail of the follies in 
Which 1 was engaged. 
One thin it is neceffiry for me ro n as 

v. "effential to the main 1121 of mz) y ſtory.” "My ex- 
- pences of all kinds, during this Perle of ſelf. de- 
" fertion, drained my reſources, but dick not tarniſh 

my good name. My exceſſes were regarded by by 
; Tome, as ornamental and becoming, but by all were 
e as venial. The Jaurels I had 41 in the 

; held” of military honour were nar {cured hy my 
; Jubſequent conduct. 1 was uni erfally © be ig 
„wong the moſt promiſing and Honouf able of the 

young poblemen of France, I had fome! rivals ; 
| "Fi id not paſs throught this' turbulent and derb kel 
4 : ebe wholly without diſputes; but no one! caſt 

a feflection upon my name, no obe vebtüred to 

| „ ſpeak. o of me in tetms of fu} erelliod [nefs; and 


Ki 


© Probriuy "Nor + was my, te per Ar ute than 
* e. From every Fairy ute Exlricated | 
elt with grace and N. eil ; 1 üdied he. 
ith whom I allociated 3, 


and 


. and caſe of all 
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and no man enjoyed more extenſively than I did 
the Tweets of friendſhip; as far as the ſweets of 
friendſhip can be extenſively enjoyed. 


— 2 4 
* 


EH AP. IV. We 


I HAD been now two years in habits of life and 
a mode of expence extremely injurious: to my- 
patrimony; when a circumſtance occurred, which 
| promiſed. completely. to deliver me from the 
ruinous conſequences of my own folly. This was 
no other than my encounter with that incom- ö 
parable woman, who afterwards became the part- 
ner of my life, and the mother of my children. 
E cannot: even now recollect her without tears: the 
ſentiment which, her very name excites in my 
mind, is a mingled feeling, on the one hand, of? 
the moſt exquiſite and unſpeakable: delight, 2 
feeling that elevates and expands and electrifies 
my throbbing. heart; and, on the other, of the - — 
bittereſt anguiſh and regret.— I muſt develop the 
ſource of this feeling. W . 
Marguerite Louiſe Iſabeau de Damville was, at 
the period of our firſt meeting, in the nineteentn 
year of her age. Her complexion was: of the moſt 
perfect tranſparency, her eyes black and ſparkling, 
and her eyebrows dark and long. Such were the 
perfect ſmoothneſs and clearneſs of her ſkin; that 
at nineteen ſhe. appeared five years younget than 
ſhe was, and ſhe long retained this extreme ju · 
venility of form. Her ſtep. was airy and light as 
that of a young fawn, yet at the ſame. time firm, 
and indicative, of ſtrength of body and vigour of 
mind. Her voice, like the whole of her external 
| | appearance, 
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i appearance, was \ tune five of undebgning, T had. 

- almoſt ſaid childiſh, ſimplicity. Yet, with all 
this play fulneſs of appearance, her underſtanding 
was bold and correct. Her mind was well furniſhed 
with every thing that could add to her accom- 
pliſhments as a wife or a mother, Her indulgent ' 
parents had procured, her every advantage of edu- 
cation, and circumſtances had been uncommonly | 
favourable to her improvement. She was en- 
couraged and aſſiſted in the art of drawing, for 
which ſhe diſcovered a very early talent, by Le- 
onardo da Vinci; and ſhe formed ber poeticab 
taſte from the converfation and inſtructions of 
Clement Marot, But, amidſt the fingular aſſem. 
blage of her intellectual accompliſhments, there 
was nothing by which ſhe was ſo much diſtinguiſn- 
ed, as the uncommon prudence of her Judgments, 
and the _unalterable amiablenefs' of her manners. 
This was the woman deſtined to crown my hap- 
pine ſs, and conſummate my miſery. If L bad 
never known her, I ſhould neret have taſted of 
true pleaſure z if 1 had been guided by her *coon- 
els, 1 ſhould not have drained to the very drege Y 
the cup of anguiſh. _ Was 

The houſe cf her father, the marquis d Dam 
vine, was the reſort of all the moſt eminent wits 
and ſcholais of that petiod, particularly of Marot, 

Rabelais, Erafmus, aud Scaliger. This was my 
firſt inducement to frequent it. My, education 

hhad inſpired me with an inextinguiſnable love of 
literature; and the diſhpation in which 1 was . 
this time involved, could not entirely inerru 
the propenſiiy. The moſt thoughtleſs and extra- 
vagant period of my life bad occaſioned intervals 

of ſtudy and reflection; and the gay, animated 
and inge nious converfation of the men I have 
9 * peculiar charms fot me. 
I had 
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1 . for ſome. time to viſit at the . 
marquis's hotel, before I encountered the beauti- 
ful Marguerite. The fitſt time I ſaw her, ſhe 
made a deep impreſſion upon me. "The marquis, 
who was one of the moſt beneyolent and enliglit- 
enced of mankind, had been led by my character 
and manners to conceiye a warm friendſhip for me. * 
He ſaw the ruin in which I was heetlleſsly involv-' 
ing myſelf, and believed that it was not yet too 
late to ſave me. As he thought there was no me- 
thod fo likely to effect my reformation as the in- 
terpoſition of domeſtic affections, he was not un- 
willing to encourage the attachment I began to feel 
for his daughter. On my part I wanted bur little 
encouragement. I no ſooner obſerved her manners, 
and became acquainted with her merits, than my 
heart was unalterably fixed. . I became as it were 
a new man. I was like one, who, after his eyes 
had. grown impe W 4 0 dim, till at length every 
object appeared indiſtinct and of a gloomy general 
hue, has his ſight inſtantaneouſly reſtored, and! 
beholds the fabric of the univerſe in its genuine 
clearneſs, brilliancy and truth. I was aſtoniſhed 
at my own folly that 1 could ſo long have found 
gratification in pleaſures ſo mean and ſenſuat. I 
was aſhamed of my own degradation. I could not 
endure the compariſon between the ſhowy, unſub- 
ſtantial attractions of the women I had hitherto 
frequented, and the charms of the adorable Mar- 
guerite, The purity of ber mind ſeemed to give 
a, celeſtial brilliancy and ſoftneſs to the beauties of 
her perſon. The groſs and brutal purivits of the 
debauchee are often indeed deſcribed by the ſame 
epithets as the virtuous and refined paſſion with 
which I was now for the firſt time inſpired z but” 


experience conyinced me that they differed 1 in their 
moſt eflential features. wat ee rt: : 
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The marquis ſaw the ſtate of my mind, and 
addrefſed me thus: Count, ſaid he, I feel the 
moſt” ardent friendſhip' for you. I am inexpreſſi- 
bly concerned for your welfare. You will be 
convinced of this, when IJ have furniſhed you with 
the clue to my late conduct towards you. I re- 
| gard you, if not as a ruined man, at leaſt as a man 

. no tee road to ruin. Your preſent habits are 
dll the moſt dangerous fort; they appear to you 
perfectly conformable to principles of the ſtricteſt 
honour ; nay, they come recommended to you by 

a certain eclat and dignity with which they ſeem to 

be furrounded. I could ſay to you, Recolle& your- 

ſelf: Be not milled by deluſive appearances. Con- 
ſider the preſent ſtate of your fortune, and the 
ſtate in which your mother, left it. You cannot 
be ignorant how greatly it is impaired. How has 
this circumſtance ariſen ? Have your revenues been 
| expended in the ſervice of your country? Have 
you purchaſed any thing by them that will conſer 
on you laſting renown ? Put together the ſum of 
actions, which, piece by piece, yon have been 
Willing to regard as indifferent and innocent, 
if not as graceſul and becoming. Lou cannot but 
be ſtruck with their monflrous deformity. Tg it 
peoſſible that you can be ignorant of the nature of 
poverty? There is ſuch a thing as honourable 
poverty. The poverty of Cincinnatus was ho- 
nourable, who impoveriſhed himſelf by paying the 
fine which was factiouſſy impoſed on his fon, and 
then was contented to paſs his time alternately be- 
tween the higheſt ſituations and the moſt rigid 
ſimplicity. The poverty of a man of genius, fuch 
as Rabelais, if not honourable, is intereſting, 
when we compare his merits and worth with that 
of many of thole perſons upon whom fortune has. 
blindly laviſhed her favours. It is honourable, if 
ior „eee 
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he have declined the means of enriching;himſelf. 
by the ſacrifice of his independence and his prin- 
ciples. | But of all earthly things the moſt con- 
temptible, is the, man who, having waſted his 
goods 1 in riotous living, & et hungers after the lux- - 
uries that have proved his. bane, and feaſts him 
ſelf upon the ſteam of dainties of Which he has 
loſt the ſubſtance. Poverty, always ſufficiently 
diſadyantageous i in.a degenerate 'age, where atten- 
tion and courtſhip are doled forth with ſcales of 
gold, 18 tremendous to him. He is the ſcorn of all 

mankind. Wherever he is a guelt, he is invited 
only to be trampled upon and infulted He is capa- 

dle of nothing, and is a burthen to ſociety and man- 
kind. Ihe helpleſſneſs of age advances upon him 
with ſtealing ſteps, and he is deſtined to gather all 
its, miſeries and none of its conſolations. 
I I might have talked to you thus, but 1 refuſed i it. 
I apprehend ſomething of; the nature of advice, ' 
know that f can ſeldom be attended with its ge- 
nuine effect, and will neyer be received with de- 
ference.avd plea ure, where its motives are capable 
of miſconſtruction. If I had talked to you thus, 
I might. have. appeared. to be indulging the tyranny; 
of, age; I might have ſeemed to aſſume an unbe- 
coming air of ſuperiority and command: it could. 
not have been clear. that I was really and honeſtly, 
intereſted, in that about which L affected ſo much 
concern. I doubt not the ingenuouſneſs of your 
nature. 1 doubt ngt that you would haye been. 
ftruck with the picture. But 1 muſt he permitted 
to doubt the ts: ang laſting effect ol A. ex- 
poſtul a e I. was not willing, by my forward- 
ness 7h og el wear out. one” of. the 
great, ſprings AMPFoveme: nfs -» [1 625. 
425 we) 2 — an your retorm. Far ahat 
1 think 1 ir neceſſary to combine my re- 
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monſtrances and dice; with a change of your 
habits and ſituation. You have taſted largely of. 
what are commonly called the pleaſures of life, but 
there are pleaſures that you have not taſted, At 
this moment you anticipate them, and anticipate 
them with the ardour of a lover. But you know 
not yet all the gratifications that attend upon do- 
meſtic affections. 

+ am willing to beſtow upon you my aiphter. 

L conſent to prove the purity of my advice, and the 
ſincerity of my regard, by committing her happi- 
neſs to the riſk. She is a treaſure, the equal 

of which perhaps the world does not hold. I ſpeak > 
not of her perſonal attractions. But in underſtand- 12 
ing, accompliſhments and virtue, I firmly believe, 
no woman Hhving can compare with her. In po- 
ſeſſing her, you will be blefled beyond the lot of 1 
princes. But, at the ſame time that T fhall thus | 
put happineſs within your graſp, remember that I 
commit to your diſpofal the happineſs of Mar- 
Luerite. | You are a worthy and an honourable 

man; your talents and your virtues will conſtitute 
her felicity. Her portion will redeem the injury | 
which your patrimony has ſuffered from your ex- 
ceſſes, and you will have enough for yourſelves, 
and for your mutual offspring. I cannot believe, 
that, with ſuch a depoſit intruſted to you, you 
wilt conſent to bring her to mifery and ruin. 
I have one condition however to ſtipulate with 

N you. I require of you as the pledge of her happi- 

ness, chat you break off your prefent modes of life, 

that you ſeparate yourfelf- from your connections, 

and retire into the country upon your paternal 

| eſtate. You are yet too young to be in danger 

from that tyranny of cuſtom, which often renders 
men more advanced in life incapable of refiſhin 
= - the imple and Venti pleaſures. You will fin 
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contentment and joy in the ſociety of my daughter, 
and in the boſom of your riſing family. You will 
de happy in the circle of your own hearth, and 
have little to aſk of the reſt of mankind. If, in 
any ill-omened and inauſpicious moment, the al- 
lurements of your preſent vices (forgive the plain- 
neſs of my ſpeech) ſhould reſume their power over 
you, I hope at leaſt that J ſhall never live to ſee 
it; that I ſhall not be taught by bitter experience, 
that I have ſacrificed to the. diſintereſtedneſs of 
my ſriendſhip the happineſs of my daughter and 
cf my polterity ! Ee > on TLRs | 
My heart weeps blood, while I record the ad- 
monitions of this noble and generous man. A 
nobler France did not contain through all her 


boundaries | Refined by literature, poliſhed by the J 


beſt ſociety his age could. afford, grown grey in 
the field of honour, and particularly diſtinguiſhed 
by the perſonal attachment and confidence of his 
ſovereign! What was all this advice to me | What 
return did I make to this unparalleled kindneſs and 
friendſhip ! I ruined this admirable woman! I in- 
volved: her in poverty and ſhame !- With the moſt 
ſavage barbarity T prepared for her an immature 
grave | Can I forget this | Of what avail to me are 
immortal life and immortal youth? Oh, Mar- 
guerite, Marguerite! For ever thy image haunts 
me ! For ever thy ghoſt upbraids me ! How little 
have I proved myſelf worthy of ſuch. a partner“ 
Rather what puniſhmert, - what. plagues, what 
ſhame and deteſtation have I not deſerved | Praiſed 
be Heaven ! the laſt prayer of the marquis of 
Damville at leaſt was granted! He did not live to 
witneſs my relapſe, my profligacy and inſanity 
I reſume the thread of my ſtory.—I liſtenęd to 
the addreſs of the marquis with reverence and ad- 
miration. I accepted his conditions with joy. I 
ATTY | x married 
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married his adorable daughter, and conducted * 


to my paternal eſtate in the Bourdelois. Now only 


_ It was that I taſted of perfect happineſs, To judge 


from my own experience in this fituation, I ſhould 
fay, that nature has atoned for all the diſaſters and 
miſeries ſhe ſo copiouſty and inceflantly pours, upon 
her ſons, by this one gift, the tranſeendant enjoy 
ment and nameleſs delights which, whereyer 
heart is pure and the ſoul is refined, wait on the 
attachment of two perſons of oppoſite ſexes. My 
beloved Margnerite guided and directed me, at the 
ſame time that ſhe was ever ſtudying my gratifica- 
tion. I inſtructed her by my experience, while 
mne enlightened me. by the rectitude and deciſion 


of her taſte. Ours was a ſober and dignified hap- 


Pineſs, and its very ſobriety ſerved to giye it ad- 
- ditional voluptuouſneſs, We bad each our ſepa- 
rate purſuits, whether for the cultivation of our 
mings, or the promotion of our mutual intereſts. 


Separation gave us reſpectability in each other's 


eyes, while it prepared us to enter with, ſreſh ar- 
dour into fociety and converſation. In company 
with each other, hours paſſed over us, and ap- 
peared, but minutes. It has been ſaid tu be a pe- 


culiar ſelicity for any one to be praiſed by a man 


much happier to be prized and loved by a perſon 
worthy of love? A man may be prized and valued 
by his ſtiend à but in how different a ſtyle of ſen» 


. Ument from: the regard and attachment. that ma ay 


reign in the boſom of his miſtreſs or his wife 
Self-complacency, and ſelſ- ſatisfaction may perhaps 
de numbered among the principal ſources of con- 
tentment. It is neceſſary for him who would en- 
dure exiſtence. with * Cong that he ſhoald.con- 
 ecive. himſelf to be ſomething, that he ſhquld be 
1 he is not a Cypher 1 in the muſter-roll of 
man. 


who is himſelf eminently. a fubject of praiſe; how 
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man. How bitter is the anguiſh we are e ſometimes 
doomed to ſuſtain in this  1eſpect from the marks 


we receive of other men's indifference and con- 


tempt ? To feel that we are loved by one whoſe 


love we have defcrved, to be employed in the mu- 


tual interchange of the marks of this love, habi- 
tual'y to ſtudy the happineſs of one by whom our | 
happineſs is ſtud'cd in return, this is the moſt de- 

Grable, as it is the genuine and unadulterated con- 


dition of human nature. 1 muſt have ſome one to 


ſympathiſe with; ] cannot bear to be cut. off from 
all relations; I defire to experience a. confidence, 


a concord, an attachment, that cannot riſe up be- \ 


tween common acquaintance. In every ſtate we | 
long for ſome fond boſom on which to reſt our 
weary bead, ſome ſpeaking eye with which to ex- 


change the glances of intelligence, and affection. | 


Then the ſoul warms and expands itſelf; then it 


ſnuns the obſervation of every other beholder ; 


then it melts with feelings that are inexpreſſible, 
but that the heart underſtands without the aid of 
words; then the eyes ſwim with rapture ; then 
the frame languiſhes with enjoyment ; then the 
fouls burns with fire ; then the two perſons thus 
bleſt, are no longer two, diſtance yaniſhes, one 
thought animates, one mind informs them. Thus 
love acts; thus it is ripened to perfection; never 
does man feel himſelf ſo much' alive, ſo truly 


etherial, as hen, burſting the bonds of difkdence, ; 


uncertainty. and reſerve, he pours himſelf entire 
into the boſom of the woman he adores. 


Marguerite de Damville was particularly diſtine 
guiſhed from every other woman Lever knew by 
the jultneſs of het taſte and the vividneſs of her 
feelings. This circumſtance was a fund of Inex- 


hauſtible delight and improvement to, me. We 
were both of us well acquainted with the moſt 
eminent 


— 
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eminent poets and fine writers of modern tinics? 
But, when we came to read them together, they 
preſented themſelves in a point of view. in which 
they had never been ſeen by us before. It is per- 
haps more important that pdetry and every thing 
that excites the imagmation or appeals to the heart, 
ſhou!d be read in ſolitude than in ſociety. But the 
true way te underſtand our author in theſe caſes, is 
to employ each of theſe modes in ſueceſhon. Ihe 
terrible, the majeſtic, the voluptuous and the melt- 
ing, are all of them in a conſiderable degree affairs 
of ſympathy, and: we never judge of them ſo in- 
fallibly or with ſo much ſatisfaQion, as when, in 
the preſence of each other, the emotion is kindled 
in either boſom at the fame inſtant, the eye · beams, 
Pregnant with ſentiment and meaning, inroluntarily 
meet and mingle, the voice of the reader becomes' 
modulated by the ideas of his author, and that of 
the hearer, by an accidental interjection of mo- 
mentary comment or applauſe, confeſſes its accord. 
It was in this manner that we read together the 
admirable ſonnets of Petrarch, and paſſed in review 
the ſublime effuſions of Dante. The letters of 
Eloiſa to Abclard afforded us fingular delight. We 
ſearched into the effyſions of the Troubadours, 
and, among all their abſurdities and inequality, we 
found a wildnefs, a daring pouring forth of the 
ſoul, an  unpruned richnefs of imagination, and 
from time to. time a grandeur of conception and 
audacious eccentricity of thought, that filled us 
with unlooked for tranſport. At other times when 
not regularly engaged in this ſpecies of reading, we 
would repeat paſſages to each other, communicate 
the diſcoveries of this fort that either had made in 
ſolitude, and point out unobſerved beauties, that 
perhaps neither of us would have remarked, but 
bor * een of the other, It is impoſſible 
for 
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for two perſons td be conſtituted ſo much alike, 
but that one of them ſhould have a more genuine 
and inſtantaneous reliſh for one ſort of excellence 
and another for another. Thus we added to eac 
other's ſtores, and acquired a largeneſs of concep- 
tion and liberality of judgment that neither of us 
would have arrived at, if ſeparate, It is difficult 
to imagine how prolific this kind of amuſement 
proved of true happineſs. We were mutually de- 
lighted to remark the accord of our feelings, and 
ſtill more ſo, as we perceived that acord to be 
{hourly increaſing, aud what firuck either as a 
blemiſh in the other, wearing out and diſappearing. 
We were alſo led by the ſame means to advert to 
the powers of mind exiſt ing in each, the rectitude 
of judgment and delicacy of feeling. As our at- 
tachment hourly increaſed, we rejoiced in this re- 
ciprocation of benefits, while each gave or received 
ſomething that added to value of mind and worth 
of pony. Joy Mutual eſteem was inceffantly kept 
alive, and mutual eſteem is the only ſubſtantial baſis 
of love. Each of us hourly bleſſed our common 
lot, while each believed it impracticable elſewhere 
to have found ſo much worth blended with ſo much 
ſweetneſs, | e 
But we did not confine ourſelves to the library 
and fire-fide. We walked, we rode, we travelled 
together. We obſerved together the beauties-of 
nature, and the ſyſtem of the univerſe. We tra- 
| verſed many provinces of France, and ſome parts 
of Italy and Spain. We examined together the 
characters of mankind, as they are modified by the 
varieties of natural deſcent, or the diverſitiés of 
pobgeal government. In all this we found pecu- 
liar gratification.” There is ſomething in the ſcent 
'and impreſſion of a balmy atmoſphere, in the luſtre 
. of ſunſhige, in the azure heaven and the purple 
N 8 clouds, 
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elouds, in the opening of proſpects on this Gde and 
on that, in the contemplation of verdure and fer- 
tility and induſtry and ſimplicity and cheerfulneſs in 
all their variations, in the very act and exerciſe of 
travelling, peculiarly congenial to the, human 
frame. It expands the heart, it makes the ſpirit 
dance, and exquiſitely diſpofes- us for: ſocial enjoy- 
ment. The mind becomes more elevated and re- 
fined, it aſſumes a: microſcopical and unwonted-* 
ſeubbility, it feels things which in ordinary mo- 
ments are unheeded and unknown, it enjoys things 
too evaneſcent for a name and too minute. to be ar- 
reſted; it trembles with pleaſure through exery fibre 
and every articulation. | 
One thing is neceſſary-t to be mentioned in this 
place, though, while it adds, to the fidelity of de- 
lines tion, I am aware it breaks the tone of feeling 
and the harmony of the picture. But! it is not my 
intention in this fange to paſs myſelf for better 
tan Lam, I have laid dow to myſelf | the acred 
maxim of abſolute truth and impartis lity.. 1 mul 
confeſs therefore, with whatever SERA my. ex- 
treme inferiority. to my incomparable partner, She 
had all the Groplicity of ger nuine taſte. The more 
ſhe delivered herſelf up tb nature, the greater waz 
her content. All ſuperfluous appendages and ſhow 
appeared to her as fo many obſtacles to e je ment. 
She derived her happineſs from the tone 1 her « own 
mind, and ſtood in no need of the gaping Maire. 
tion and ſtupid wonder of others to make her feel 
herſelf happy. But I. retained till the original 
vice of my mind. lhe geſtures of worlh; ip and 
the voice of applauſe were neceflary to me. 1 did 
not ſuffice to myfelf. 1 was. not Fatified with, the 
e aud ingloricus fruition, of genuine ples fur. 
9112 the vain and anxidus tumult of t the 00 
e by whole w who Bguged' on ks heatee 
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It may be, . that Marguerite: .could, EY ought . 
by inſeafible degrees, to have rooted out this diſeaſe / 
of my mind. Bu t I am concerned; only with the 


Agb of facts; and T know that no ſuch thing 
was the effect of our intereourſe. 


This abſurd paſſion did not however at this time 
lead me to any fatal extremities. It contented it- 
felf with the frivolous gratification reſulting from a. 
certain portion of oſtentation and expence. 1 
maintained a conſiderable train of ſervants. My 
apartments were magnificent, and my furniture 
ſplendid. When we travelled, it was with an at- 


tendance little ſhort of princely, Idiot that I was, 
to regard this as an addition to the genuine plea- 


ſures, which I have above enumerated ! When we 
were at home, every actidental gueſt was received 
and entertained with extraordinary pomp, a. pomp... 
not directed to add to his accom tion, but that 
was deſigned to leave him impreſſed with aſtoniſh- 
ment and admiration at the ſpirit of his hoſt. Of- 
ton indeed did I feel this oſtentation anincumbrance. 
Often did I languiſh for the eaſe and freedom which _ 
reſult from a mediocrity. of circumſtances. But 
this I called, doing honour to my anceſtors and 
country,. and vindicating the conſideration due. 1% 
the houſe of St. Leon. 

To quit this painful recollection. A cireum- 
ſtance which tended at this time to fill up the mea- 
ſure of my happineſs, conſiſted in the dear pledges 
which Marguerite bote me of our mutual affection. 
It is impoſhble for him who has not experienced 
it, to conceive the accumulation which a, genuine 
tenderneſs derives from this ſource. The difficul- | 
ties are many, that attend upon pregnancy; ; trifles.. 
are at that period ſources. of fatigue and injury; 
it is W that the perſon ſhould be W 

an 
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and the . tranquil. We love to . over * 
delicate plant, that appears to call for all our anxiety 
and attention. There is in this caſe the ſentiment, 
without the repulſive circumſtances, that attend 
upon our Iympathy with a dangerous and alarming: 
difeaſe. Marguerite, by her ſenſibility and grow- . 
ing attachment, abundantly rewarded' my cares. 
At length the eritical period arrives, when an event 
ſo extraordinary occurs, as cannot fait to put the 
human frame in conſiderable. jeopardy. Never 
mall T forget the interview between us immediately . 
? fubſequent to her firſt parturition, the effuſion. of 
foul 2 75 which we met each other after all danger 
a ſeemed to have ſubſided, the kindneſs which ani- 
mated us, increaſed as it was by ideas of peril and 
ſuffering, the ſacred ſenfation with which the mo- 
{ ther, preſented her inſant to her huſband, or the 
' eomplacency, with which we read in each other's. 
eyes a common ſentiment of melting N and 
inviolable attachment ! . 
"This, ſhe ſeemed to fay, is the joint "refvit ok 
our common attachment. It bene of _ 
both, and is the ſhrine in which our ſubſtance and Þ 
our. life have been poured together, never to be 
ſeparated. Let other- lovers teſtify their engage 
ments by preſents and tokens z, we record and ſtamp: 
our attachment in this precious creature, a creature 
of that ſpecies which is more admirable than any 
thing elſe the world has to boaſt, a creature ſuſcep- 
tidle. of pleafure and pain, of affection and love, 
of ſentiment and fancy, of wiſdom and virtue. 
creature will daily ſtand in need of an aid we 
mall delight to afford; will tequire our medita- 
tions and exertions to forward its improvement, and 
confirm its merits and its worth. We ſhall each 
5 00h our exertions for that purpoſe, and our union, 
uffrmed by this common object of our labour 
| and 
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and affeRion, will every day become more facred 
and indiſſoluble.— All his preſent weakneſs of 
my beloved Marguerite would. not allow her to 
ſay. But all this occurred to my reflections z, and, 
when we had time tranquilly to compare our re- 
collection of the event, it plainly appeared that in 
all this our hearts and conceptions had moſt ai 
ſympathiſed. > 

The poſſeſſing a ird object, a common antes 
of anxiety to both, is far from weakening the re- 
gard of ſuch a couple for each other. It does not 
ſeparate or divert them; it is a new link of con- 
nectibn. Each is attached to it the more for the 
ſake of either; each regards it as a fort, of branch 
or ſcion, repreſenting the parent; each rejoices in 


its health, 1 its good-humour, its ſmiles, ts4ncreaſe. 


in ſize, in ſtrength and in faculties, principally. 
from the idea of the gratification they will com- 
municate to the other. Were it not for this idea, 

were it poſſible the pleaſure ſhould not be mutual, 
the ſentiment would be ſtripped of its principal 
elevation and refinement; it would be e 
tively cold, ſelfiſh, ſolitary and inane. 

In the firſt ten years of our marriage my wit; 
brought me five children, two fous. and three 
daughters. The ſecond ſon only died in his infancy. 
My predominant paſſion at this time was that of 
domeſtic pleaſures and employments, and I devoted 
myſelf, jointly with the mother, to the culti- 
vation of the minds of my children. They all in 
a confiderable degree reu arded our care; they 
were all amiable. Taught by the example of, 
their parents, they lived in uncommon harmony; 
and affection. Ge the eldeſt, was a lad of: 

a bold and aQtive diſpoſition 3 but the ſentiments- 
of virtue and honour that were infuſed into him 
both by W and myſelf, found à favourable 


nt, reception, 
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moxe ingenuous than this admirabl A 
more kind, erate and enthuſiaſtic in her ten- 
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reception and promiſed to render thoſe/qualities;” 
whieh, if left to themſelves might have been tur- 


| bulent and dangerous, productive of the happieſt” 


conſequences. Julia, Bis eldeſt ſiſter, was un- 
commonly mild and affectionate, alive to the 
ſhghteſt variations of treatment, profoundly: de- 
Preſſed by every mark of unkindneſs, but ex- 
quiſitely ſenſible to demonſtrations of fympathy 
ahd attachment. She appeared little formed to- 
ſtruggle with the difficutties' of life and the frowns- 
of the world; but, in periods! of quietneſs and 
tranquillity, nothing could exceed the fweetneſs 
of her character and the faſcination of her manners. 
Her chief attachment was to her mother, though 


ſhe was by no means capable of her mother's 


active beneficence and heroic fortitude. Louiſa, 
the ſeeond daughter, reſembled her mother in 
rſon, and promiſed to reſemble her in eharacter. 
uerite; the youngeſt, differed from the whole 
family in the playfulneſs and frolic of her diſpoſi- 


tion. Her vivacity was inexhauſtibſe, and was 
continually diſplaying itſelſ in innocent tricks, and 


fmart; unexpected faſſies. . poſfibly be 
infant; 808 0 


dernefs and grief, when an cecaſion occurred to 


call forth thefe ſentiments. But, the moment the 
ſorrow ful oceafion Was over, ſhe would reſume all 
- trer * 'vivaeity ; and even ſometimes, ' in the midſt 
of her tears, ſome trait of her native humour 


would eſcape®” I kow not whether al} the family 
were not attached to the little Marguerite 


than to any other individual member, as the cer- | 


tainly ofteneſt contributed to their-amuſement and 
pleaſure.— Such was the amiable circle, one and 
all” of whom have been involved by me in the 


| moſt rr ruin and diſgrace. 
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' CHARLES was now nine years of age. His 
mother and myſelf had delighted ourſelves with 
obſerving and forwarding the opening of his in- 
Fant, mind, and had hitherto beep contented wich 
the aſſiſtance of a neighbouring prieſt by way of 
preceptor. But, as he was our only ſon, we 
were deſirous that he ſhould obtain eyery advantage 
of education. We were neither of, us. illiterate; 
but, in the, courſe, of . twenty-three. years, which 
had elapſed: ſince I was myſelf- of Charles's age, 


the progreſs of literature and the literary paſhon 


in Eurqpe had been aſtoniſhingly. great, and. I 


119 


was anxious .that he ſhould. realife in his. own 
_ perſon, every, benefit; which the, fortunate. and 


\ 


 Uluſtrioys period of human affairs jn,,which he 
began to exiſt, ſeemed to. hold out. to him. Be- x 


ſide, there was. an, impetuoſity and forwardneſs in 
his character, that ſeemed ill to brook; the pro- 
ſound ſolitude; and retirement in which his mother 
and I, were contented 40, live. His caſe. ſeemed | 
to demand companions of his own. age, à little 
- world. of fellow, beings, with whom he might 
engage in their petty buſineſs, and cares, with 
., whoſe paſſions his own | might joſtle or mi 
Hmpathiſe, wie Kindle his emulation, aud 
open 1c him, the field of fraternal allaciations 


* 's S & 


„andlamity, zn ot 1613 Ad e een aa I 
„here was howgver . ee ulty 
; Attendant',0n. this queſtion.; The. ſchools:ot, zeal 
i Þterature in France, where languages were pro- 
perly taught, and ſcience might be acquired, were 

at this time exceedingly few, The neareſt uni- 

88 verſity 
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verſity was that of Toulouſe, at the diſtance of 
twenty-ſix leagues. This was, practically ſpeak- 
ing, as far from us as Paris itſelf. Was then our 
darling child, to be torn from his parents, from 
all he was accuſtoined to ſee, and all by whom he 
Was loved, to be planted in the midſt of ſtrangers, 
"and to have his mind excited to obſervation, and 
the ſpirit of generous contention rouſed, at the 
Fiſque of ſuppreſſing the tender affections of his 
"foul, and the Tentiments of duty,” reliance and 
lobe? There ſeemed however to be no alter- 
native. It was neceflary that a temporary ſepa- 
ration ſhould take place. Intellectual improve- 
ment was a point by all means to be purſued ; and 
we mult direct our efforts to [keep alive along 
With 1 it, thoſe winning qualities, and that ſoftneſs 
*of heart, which had hitherto rendered him fo 
"eminently our deli ght. Such were o our fond ſpe- 
culations aud proj eta for the future. 
It was at length determined that 1 ſhould pro- 
eced along with bim to Paris. I could there ob- 
"ſerve upon the ſpot the ſtate of che univerſity, 
and the means of learning that exiſted in the 
"metropolis ; and could conſult with ſome of thoſe 
eminent luminaries with whom TI had become: ac- 
e at the houſe of the marquis de Damyille. 
arguerite declined accompanying me upon this 
.,occation. Her father was dead; ſhe could'*rivt 
think of quitting her daughters, for any conſidera- 
"ble time; and our nuptial engagement of reſidißg 
Rye in the country, gays her a repugnance to 
the removing with her Whole Famil to Parts. 
Jon was leſt. probable that the 5 ght core” to'me 
n' 
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Sr. LEON. -59 
and that ſhe might then reconduct me to the place, 
which had 17 85 the 2 ok, all YE e 
| peace. 
Preliminaries Na at FA fully adjuſted ; in 
the manner that appeared ſuitable to the import- 
- ance of the occaſion, I ſet off for the metropolis 
of my country, which I had ſeen only once, and 
that for a very ſhort period, in the courſe of ten 
years. That viſit had been produced by a very 
| melancholy circumſtance, the death of the marquis 
of Damville. Marguerite and 1 had then 
been ſummoned, and arrived at his hotel but a few 
days before be expired. Though extremely 
Weakened by the mortal diſeaſe under which he 
laboured, he retained all the faculties of his mind, 
and converſed with us in the moſt affect ionate 
and endearing terms. He congratulated us upon 
our mutual felicity,z nor could the ſituation in 
which we found him, upon the brink of an ever- 
lating oblivion of all earthly things, abate the 
- fincerity and fervour of his delight. He thanked 
me for my carriage and conduct as a huſband, 
4; "which, he ſaid, © might with propriety be held 
up as 2 model to the human ſpecies. He ap- 
plauded himſelf ſor that mingled diſcernment; and 
determination, which, as he affixmed, had 40 N 
opportunely ſecured my virtue and his daughter's 
| happineſs. He truſted that 1 was now culkiciently 
., weaned from thoſe habits which had formerly 
given! him ſo much alarm. At the ſame time he 
Conjured me, by every motive that an overflowing 
..enthufiaſm could ſuggeſt, to perſiſt in my good 
. reſolutions, and never to change that refi 95 
Where I had found every degree of delight of 
which the human mind is in its LOT condition 
ee Do not, ſaid he, be drawn aſide by 
2 | ambitions 
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ambition z do not be dazzled by we glitter of 
idle pomp and decoration; do not enter the re- 
moteſt circle of the vortex f diſhpation ! Live 
in the midſt of your family; cultivste domeſtic 
affectious; be the ſolace and joy of your pt 
watch for the preſent and future welfare of 
children; and be aſſured that you will then be 
found no "ed -_ unbencficial member of 
( "90 eommunity at 1 
Such were the lat gy” ces of he marquis of 
Danville. Excellent man] how ill were your 
leſſons remembered! how ill your kindneſs re- 
- munerited !- He died in the ſixth year of our 
marriage. The ſerious impreſſion which this 
event produced - in-my mind, gave me ſmall incli= | 
nation to enter into any ſpecies of ſociety, and 
- + diſpoſed me to quit Paris as ſoon as every reſpeet 
rl "gd been paid to the obſequies of the deceaſed. 
Upon my arrival in the metropolis on the pre- 
* enk occaſion, I immediately ſought to renew my 
© © acquaintance with thoſe/amiable and eminent per- 
ſons, who had for the moſt” part conſtituted: the 
eircle of the marquis of Damville. They re- 
ceived me with that intereſt and attention, that 
1 have uſually found attendant on a cultivated 
mind. The pleaſure was conſiderable, that xe- 
0 ſulted from meeting them thus again, after ten 
years ceſſation of intetcourſe. A few of them 
indeed were dead; land others diſperſed by various 
Vaceidents in Aifctent parts of France or of Eu- 
rope *Fhe greater part However I ſtill ſound in 
the celebrated city, Which might well be conſi- 
dered as the metropolis ef the -evilized world. 
The king had early Been Aidtinguicbed by Kis 
2Jove:'6f'/ keln and the arts; ànd, added years, 
while they ahated in bis finds K de cagerne(s” of 


D and glory, gavec 'new ſtrength 4to'his 
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more cultivated propenſities. The liberality of 
his conduct, and the polifhed caſe that characte- 
riſed his manners, produced a general predilection 
in favour of. the capital in which he reſided. 

I found all my former friends matured. and im- 
proved by the filent influence of time. 'Their 
Foawlcdge was increaſed z their views rendered 
wider; their converſation was more amuſing and 
inſtructive, their manners more bland and un- 
affected. But, if their characters had experienced 
revolution, mine was more materially changed. 1 
had before encountered them with all the heat and 
preſumption of youth, with no views ſo much 


preſent to my mind as thoſe of chivalry and a fac» 


titious honour, with no experience but that of a 


camp. I was impetuous, volatile and diſſipated. 


J bad not reſted long enough upon any one of the 
flowers of intellect to extract its honey; and my 


mind was kept in a ſtate of preternatural agitation 


by the paſſions of a gameſter. It was now become 
cool, moderated and tranquil. The ſociety of 
Marguerite had contributed much to the improve- 
ment of my character; I had lived in no idle 
and brutiſh ſolitude, but in the midſt of contem- 


palation and letters; and I had the paſſions of a 


huſband and à father, in the extremeſt degree 
attached to his family. Theſe paſkons will be 
found perhaps to be the true ſchool of, humanity: 
the man, whoſe ſituation contmually exerciſes in 
him the ſofteſt and molt amiable charaties of our 
nature, will almoſt infallibly, ſurpaſs his brethren 
in kindneſs to ſympathiſe with, and promptaeſs- to 
relieve, the Gcdeeſfes of others. | 

Will it be accounted ſlrange that, in Paris, 
furrounded by perſons. of various knowledge antl 


liberal. benevolence, I found myſelf. under the 
influence of other feelings than any I had lately 


Bü. 1. E experienced! 
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experienced 2 1 was like a man who had ſuſfered 
long calamity in a: famiſhed veſſel or a town 
beſieged, and-is immediately after introduced into 
the midſt of luxury, to a table loaded with the 
moſt coſtly dainties. Every viand has to his ap- 
prehenfion an exquifite reliih, and every wine a 
delicious flavour, that he never perceived in them 
beſore. Let no one from hence infer that my love 
for Marguerite was diminiſhed ; it has already 
ſufficiently appeared in the courſe of my narrative, 
that no happin-ſs could be more conſummate than 
mine was with this admirable woman, Had I 
been called upon to chooſe for the ſeat of my future 
life, between my paternal chateau in the Bordelois 
with Marguerite to grace my abode, on the one 
hand, and all the gratification that Paris could 
afford on the other, I ſhould not have helitated 
even for an inftant. But the mind of man is made 
capacious of various pleaſures; and a perſon of 
ſound and uncorrupted judgment, Will perhaps 
always enjoy with emotion the delights whi h for 
à long time before he had not encouniered, how- 
ever enviable his content may have been under 
their abſcence. I delighted to converſe with, the 
men of genius and refinement with whom Paris 
at this time abounded. It was a feaſt of ſoul of 
which I had rarely partaken in my rural retreat. 
I delighted to combine excellence with number, 
and, to a conſiderable degree at leaſt, variety of 
intercourſe with ſentiments of regard and friend- 
hip: In theſe ſelect ſocieties I found no cold ſup- 
preſſions and reſerve. Their members were 
brethren in diſpofition, ſimilar in their purſuits, 
and congenial in their ſentiments. When any one 
ſpoke, it was that the perſon to whom he addreſ- 
ed himſelf might apprehend what was paſſing in 
his e 158 participated with "fincerity- 
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and a liberal mind in each other's feelings whether 
of gay delight or melancholy diſappointment. _ 
Thus ſituated, I forgot for a time my engage» - 
ments with Marguerite. The fcenes of St. Leon, 
its fields, its walks, its woods and its ſtreams, 
faded from my mind. I forgot the pleaſure with 
which I had viewed my children ſporting on the 
reen, and the delicious, rural ſuppers which I 
Pad ſo often partaken with my wiſe beneath my 
vines, and my fig- trees at the period of the ſetting- 
ſun. When I ſet out for Paris, theſe images had 
dwelt upon my mind, and ſaddened my fancy. 
At every ſtage I felt myſelf removed ſtill further 
from the ſcene where my treaſures and my. affec- 
tions were depoſited. But, ſhortly after, new 
ſcenes and new employments engaged my thoughts. 
The pleaſures which I ſought but weakly at firſt, 
every time they were tafted increaſed my par- 
tiality for them. I ſeemed for a time to be under 
the influence of an oblivion” of my former life. 
Thus circumſtanced, the folly Which had ſo deep 
a a root in my character took hold of me. I hired a 
magnificent hotel, and eptertained at my own ex- 
pence thoſe perſons in whole ſociety I principally 
delighted. My circles became more numerous than 
thoſe of the marquis of Damville, and were con- 
ducted in a very different ſtyle of ſplendour and 
profuſion. I correſponded with Marguerite; bur 
I continually found forae new pretext for lengthen- 
ing my ſtay; and the on her part, though the 
kindeſt and moſt indulgent of women, became 
ſeriouſly alarmed and unhappy. 2 
As my parties were more numerous than thoſe 
of the marquis of Damville had been, they were 
more mixed. Among others I occaſionally. af- - - 
| ſociated myſelf with Tome of thoſe noblemen who 
had been the companions of my former diffipation 
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and gaming. An obvious conſequence reſulted 
ſrom this. Parties of play were occaſionally pro- 
poſed to me. I reliſted—l yielded. My firſt 
compliances were timid, heſitating and painful. 1 
xecolleed the leſſons and exhortations of my ex- 
cellent father-in-law. At length howeyer my 
alarms abated. 1 reproached myſelf with the want 
of an honourable confidence in my own firmneſs, 
and the cowardice of ſuppoſing that I was not to 
be truſted with the direction of my conduct. 
One evening I ventured beyond the cautious 
limits I had at firſt preſcribed, myſelf, and won a 
conſiderable ſum, This next e ſtron 
impreſhog upon me, and d my mind wit 
tymult and agitation. There was a ſecret that I 


had concealed almoſt from myſelf, but which Wy 


recurred to me with, tenfold violence. I was liv- 
ing beyond the means I bad to diſcharge my 
exhenges. My propenſity of this ſort ſecmed to 
be fatal and irreüſtible. My marriage with Mar- 
guerite had occurred opportunely, to heal the 
breaches that 1 had at that time made in my for- 
85 and to take from me the conſciouſneſs of em- 
baxaffments which I ſhould other wiſe have deeply 
felt. The death of the marquis, however deplorable 
in other reſpects, happened at a period when the 
ſpyrit of profuſion, and ma nificence which cha- 
Tacteriſed me, had again involved my affairs in 
conſiderabje diffieulty. It might have been fup- 

7 that theſe two caſes of experience would 
uffice to extirpate my folly. Bur they had 
rather the contrary effeCt, . In each of them the 
| event was ſuch, as to prevent extravagance and 
thoughtleſſneſs from producing their genuine 
reſults ; and of conſequence they appeared 15 
criminal and miſchievous in my eyes, than other- 
wile they probably would have appeared. T rather 
increaſed than diminiſhed my eftabliſ:ment upon 
the 
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the death of my father-in-law. I had no teaſona - 
ble proſpect of any property hereafter to deſcend 
to me, that ſhould exonerate me from the con- 
ſequences of further prodigality. But I did not 
adyert to this. I ſaw myfelf ſurrounded by my 
children; they were the delight and ſolace of my 
liſe; and yet I was heedleſs of their intereſts. 
Sometimes I refolved upon a more rigid economy. 
But economy is a principle that does not eaſily lay 
hold of any but a heart framed to receive it. It is 
a buſineſs of attentive and vigilant detail. It 
ealily eſcapes the mind, amidſt the impetuoſity of 
the paſſions, the obſtinacy of rooted propenhries, 
and the ſeductiou of long eſtablithed habits. Mar- 
guerite indeed did not ſhare with me in thefe tol- 
lies; the ſimplicity and ingenuouſneſs of her mind- 
were ſueh, that [he would have been as happy in- 
a-cottage as a palace; but, though ſhe did not 
partake my vices, an itt-judged forbearance and 
tenderneſs for my feelings, did not permit her 
effectually to counteract them, This is perhaps 
the only defect of character I am able to impute 
to her. | 

Aſter I had won the ſum to which I have alluded; 
Eretired to my hotel full of anxious thoughts. It 
produced upon me in ſome degree the ſame effect as 
ordinarily belongstoagreat calamity; I lay all night 
ſleepleſs and diſturbed. Ruin and deſpair preſented 
themſelves to my mind in a thouſand forms. Heed- 
leſs prodigality and dilapidated revenues paſſed ih 
review before me. I counted the years of my le. 
I had completed the thirty-ſecond year of my age. 
This was ſcarcely. half the probable duration of 


human exiſtence. How was I to ſupport the | 


remaining period, a period little aſſorted to dif- 
ficulties and” expedients, and which, in the cloſe 
of it, ſeems imperiouſſy to call for every indul- 
gence ? 
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gence ? Hitherto an interval of four or five years 
had repeatedly ſuſhced to involve me in ſerious - 
embarraſſment. My children were growing up 
around me; my family was likely to become {till 
larger; as my offspring increaſed in years, their 
demands upon my revenues would be more con- 
ſiderable. Were thefe demands to be flighted ? 
Were my daughters, nay, was the heir of my 
rank and my name, to be committed to the com- 
paſhon of the world, unprovided and forlorn? 
What a cheerleſs proſpe& ? What a gloomy and 
diſconſolate hue did theſe ideas ſpread upon that 
future, which the health of the human mind re- 
quires to have gilded with the beams of hope and 
expeQation ? I bad already tried the expedient of 
economy, and I had uniformly found this in- 
eſtimabie and only ſheet-anchorot prudence gliding 
from my deluded graſp. Could 1 promiſe myſelf 
better A in future? There ſeemed to be 
ſomething in my habits, whether of inattention, 
- » oltentation or inconſiſtency, that baffled the ſtrong- 
eft motives by which ther" ia and frugality can 
poſſihly be enforced. 

Why did thefe thoughts importunely recur to 
me in the preſent moment? They were the ſug- 
geſtions of a malignant genius, thoughts, the deſ- 
tination of which was to lead me into a gulph of 
miſery and guilt! While I was going on in a re- 
gular tram of expence, while I was ſcooping the 
mine that was to ſwallow me and my hopes to- 

ether, I had the art to keep theſe refleQtions at 

ay. Now that I had met with an unexpected 
iece of good fortune, they ruſhed upon me with 
fitible violence. Unfortunate coincidence ! 
Miſerable,—rather let me ſay, guilty, abandoned 
muſcreant - | 
Ars 
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As ſoon as I roſe. in the morning, IL went to the 
cloſet where, the evening before, I had depoſited 
my recent acquilitions. I ſpread out the gold be- 
fore me. I gazed upon it with intentneſs. My 
_ eyes, a moment after, rolled in vacancy. ' I tra- 
verſed the apartment with impatient ſteps. All 
the demon ſeemed to make his deſcent upon my 
ſoul. This was the firſt time that I had ever felt 
the ſtruggle of conſcious guilt and diſhonour. I 
was far indeed from anticipating that ſpecies of 
" guilt, and that ſpecies of ruin, which ſoon after 
| overwhelmed me. My mind did not once recur 
do the poſlibility of any ſerious miſchief. I dwelt 
only, as gameſters perhaps. uſually do, upon. the 
alternative between acquiſition and no acquiſition, 
1did-nortake into the account the ungovernable- 
neſs of my own paſſions. I aſſumed it as unqueſ- 
- Honable, that I could ſtop when I pleaſed. The 
thoughts that tortured me were, iin the fit pi,ce, 
thoſe of a ſanguine and unexperienced adventurerin 
a lottery, whoſe mind reſts not for a moment upon 
the ſum he has riſqued, but who, having in fancy 
the principal prize already in his poſſeſſion, arid 
having diſtributed it to various objects and purpoſes; 
fometimes fearfully*recurs to the poſſibility of his 
diſappointment, and anticipates with terror what 
will be his ſituation, if deprived of this imaginary 
wealth. I had now for the firſt time opened my 
eyes to the real ſtate of my affairs, and I clung 
with proportionable vehemence to this plank which 
was to bear me from the ſtorm. In the ſecond 
place, I felt, though darkly and unwillingly, the 
immorality of my conception. To game may, in 
e inſt ances, not be in diametrical oppoſition to 
Itbera/ity of mind; but he who games for the ex- 
preſs purpoſe of improving his circumſtances, muil 
be an idiot, if he does not ſometimes W 
at 
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that the money loſt may be as ſerious a miſchief 
to his neighbour, as the money gained can poſe 
fibly be a benefit to himſelf. It is paſt a queſtion, 
that he who thus turns his amuſement into his 
' bufineſs, loſes the dignity of a man of honour, and 
puts himſelf upon a level with the moft avaricious 
and ufurious merchant. | 8 
Though I was far from having digeſted a ſpe- 
cific plan of enriching myſelf by theſe di {creditable 
means, yet the very tumult of my thoughts ope- 
rated ſtrongly to lead me once more to the gam- 
ing table. I was in no humour to buſy myſelf 
with my cwn thoughts; the calmneſs of literary 
diſcuſſion, and the polithed ' interchange of wit, 
which had lately fo much delighted me, had now 
no attraction For my heart; the tarbulence of a 
Tcene of high phy alone had power to diſtrac my 
attention from the ſtorm within. TI won a ſecond 
fie; Þ felt the rapidity and intenfenefs of my 
contemplations ftill further accelerated. I wilt not 
over again detail what they were. Suffice it to 
tay, that my hopes became more ardent, my con- 
ception of the neceſſity of this reſource more im- 
preſſive, and my alarm left this laſt expedient 
ſhould fait me more tormenting. ER es” 
The next time F loft half as much as the ſum 
of my winnings. I then proceeded for ſeveral 
days in a —_— regular alternation of gain and 
_ boſs. This, as foon as the fact nnavoidably forced 
itfelf upon my mind, only ferved to render m 
thoughts more defperate. No, exclaimec I, it 
was not for this that F entered upon fo tormenting 
2 purſuit. It was not for this that I deferted the 
learned focicties which were lately my delight, 
and. committed myfelf to a fer of difquiet and 
anxiety. I came not here like à boy for amuſe- 
ment; or, like one who has been bred in the * 
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of ignorance and weaith, to feek a relief from the 
burthen of exiſtence, and to find a ſtimulus to 
animate my torpid ſpirits. Am I then to * for 
ever b fled? Am I to cultivate a tract of land, 
Which is to preſent me nothing in return but un- 
varied barrenneſs? Am I continually to wind up 
my paſſions, and new-ſtring my attention in vain 2 
Am Ja mere inftrumen: t be IT upo by 
endleſs hopes and fears and tormenting wilhes ? 
Am I to be the ſport of events, the fool of pro- 
miſe, always agitated with near- approaching good, 
yet always deluded ?- | {HOSE of 
This frame of/mind led me on inſenſibly to 
the moſt extravagant adventures. It threw me 
in the firſt place into the hands of notorious gam-, 
blers; Men of real property ſhrunk. from, the 
ſlakes-1- propoſed; as, though they were in ſome“ 
degree infected ' with the venom of gaming, their. 
infection was not ſo deep 28 mine, nor with my 
deſperation of thought. The players with whom 
Lengaged, were for the moſt part well known to 
every one but myſelf, not to be able to pay the 
ſums they played for, if they loſt; nay, this fact 
might be ſaid in ſome ſenſe to be known to me as 
well as the reſt, though 1 obſlinately ſteeled my- 
ſelf againſt the recollection of it. One evening, [ 
won of one of theſe perſons a very large ſum, 
for which 1 ſuffered him to play with me upon 
honour. The conſequence was ſimple. The 
next morning he took his departure from Paris, 
and I heard of him no more. ie 
| Before this however the tide, of ſucceſs. had ſet 
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ſkrongly againſt me. I had ſuſtained ſome ſerious 
viciſſitudes; and, while I Was playing with th& 
- wretch I have juſt mentioned, my, eagerneſs. in- 

creaſed as my good lick began, and I fAittered 
myſelf chat I f 


ould now avenge myſelf of för- 
11 tune 
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tune for ſome of her late unkindneffes. My 
anguiſh,--why ſhould I call the thing by a dil- 
proportionate and trivial appellation ?—my agony 
—was by fo much the greater, when I found that 
this perfon, the very individual who had already 
ſtripped me of conſiderable fums, had diſappeared, 
and left me without the ſmalleſt benefit from my 
. tmaginary winnings. 
No man who has not felt, can poſſibly image 
to himſelf the tortures of a gameſter, of a game- 
ſter like me, who played for the improvement of 
my fortune, who played with the recolleftion of 
a wife and children dearer to me than the blood 
that bubbled through the arteries of my heart, 
who might be faid, like the Aſiatic ſavage, to 
make theſe retations the ſtake for which 1 threw, 
who faw all my own Happineſs and all theirs 
through the long viſto of life, depending on the 
turn of a card! Hell is but the chimera of prieſls, 
to bubble idiots and cowards. What have they 
invented, to come into competition with what I 
felt. Their alternative interchange of flames and 
Ice, is but a feeble image of the eternal varieties 
of hope and fear, All bodily racks and torments 
are nothing compared with certain ſtates of the 
human mind. The gameſter would be the moit 
pitiable, if he were not the molt deſpicable, crea- 
ture that exiſts. Arrange ten bits of painted 
paper in a certain order, and he is ready. to go 
wild with the extravagance of his joy. He is only 
- reſtrained. by ſome remains of ſhame from dancing 
about the room, and diſplaying the yileneſs of his 
ſpirit by every ſort of freak and abſurdity. At 
another time, when his hopes have been gradually 
worked up into a paroxyſm, an unexpected turn 
Afixes, * he 1 18 _ the moſt W of men. 


Never 
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Never ſhall I ceaſe to recollect the ſenſation I have 

repeatedly felt, in the in{tantaneovs ſinking of the 

ſpirits, . the conſcious fire that ſpread over my 

viſage, the anger in my eye, the burning dryneſs 

of my throat, the ſentiment that in a moment 

was ready to overwhelm with curſes the cards, 

the ſtake, my own exiſtence and all mankind. 

How every malignant and inſufferable paſſion 

ſeemed to ruſh upon my ſoul! What nights of 

dreadful, ſolitude and deſpair did I repeatedly paſs 

during the progreſs of my ruin! It was the 

y night of the foul! My mind was wrapped in a 

gloum that could not be picrced | My heart was 

oppreſſed with a weight, that no power, human 

or divine, was. equal to remove! My eyelids 

ſeemed to preſs downward with an invincible bur» 

then ! My eyeballs were ready to {tart and crack 

their locke } I lay motionleſs the viddim of in- 

effable horror! The whole endleſs night ſeemed 

to be filled with one vaſt, appalling, immoveable 

idea] It was a ſtupour, more inſupportable and 

tremendous, than the utmoit whirl of pain, or the 
fierceſt agony of exquilite perception! 

One day that my miad was in a (late of exceſ- 

ſive anguiſh and remorſe (I had already contrived 

by this infernal means to diſpolſeſs myſelf of the 

half of my property) my ſoo came unexpectedly into 

my chamber. For ſome time I had ſcarcely ever 

feen him: ſuch is a gameſter ! All the night, while 

he flept, I was engaged in thefe haunts of demons. 

All the day, while be was awake, and ſtudying 

with his maſters, or amuſing himſelf, I was in my 

| bed=-chamber, endeavouring to court a few broken 

hours of fleep. When, note icßltsnding the op- 

Poſition of our habits, I had the opportunity of 

feeing him, I rather ſhunned to uſe, than ſoùght 

to embrace it. The fight of him had aſav our of 

| | 0 bitterneſs 
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bitterneſs in it, that more than balanced alf the 
ſolace of natural affeftion. It brought before me 
the image of his mother and his fiſters; it pre- 
ſented to my ſoul a frightful tale of deſerted du- 
ties; it was more galling and envenomei than the 
ſting of ſcorpions. 

Starting at the found of the opening door, I 
called out abruptly and with ſome harſhnefs,. Who 
is there? What, do you want? 

It is I, Sir, replied the boy; ir is Charles; 
come to pay his duty to you? 

Ido not want you now; you mould not come 
but when you know I am at leifure ; anſwered [ 
ſomewhat diſturbed. 


Very well, Sir; very well: Jam going. As ; 


he ſpoke, his. voice ſeemed ſuffocated with tears. 
. He. was on the point of ſhutting the door, aud 
leaving me to myſeltf. | 

Charles! ſaid I, not well knowing e it: was 
L intended to do. 

He returned. 

Come here, my dear boy f 
I took his hand, I drew him between my knees, 
T hid my face in his neck, [ ſhook. with the vie- 
lence of my emotion. 

Go, go, boy: you perceive Fcanriot talk to you. 

I puſhed him gently. from. me. 

Papa] cried he, | do not like to leave you: I 
know I am but à boy, and can be but of little uſe 
to you. If mamma were with you, I would not 
be troubleſome. I ſhould .cry,- when I ſa you. 
were grieved, but I would alk no queſtions, and 
would leave you, becauſe you deſired it. I boye 
you have not had any bad news? 

No, my boy, no. Come to me to-morrow, and 
I'will be at leiſure, and. wil talk a great deal to 
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Ah, papa, to-motrow! Every day that T did 


not fee yo, F thought it would be to-motrow 1 
And there was one to-morrow, and another t6-- 
morrow, and ſo many, that it ſeemed: as if you 
had forgotten to ſpeakiro me at all. | 

Why, Charles, you do not doubt my. word? I: 
tell you, that to-morrow: you ſhall fee me as long 
as you pleafe; ; — 56 | | 

Well, well, I will. wait! But do thea let it be 
all day! E will not go to college, and it ſhall be a 
holiday. Papa, I do not like my leſſons half ſo 
well as F did, ſince I have neithet you nor mamma 
that L can tell what they are about. 


Good bye, Charles! Be a good boy remems-- 


ber to-morraw ! Good bye 
Papa, now I am fure you took a go6d deal bet- 


ter than you! did at firſt: , Let me tell you me- 


thing about the leſſor I read this morning. It was 
a ſtory of Zaleucus the Eocrian, who put out one 


of his own eyes, that he might preſetve eye - ſight 


to his fon. 

This artleſs ſtory, thus innocently introduced, 
out me to the fou]., I ſtarted in my chair, and hid 
my face upon the table. HE 

Papa, what is the matter? Indeed your frighten 
me * 2 ; N : 

_ - Zaleucus was a father]! What then am 1? 

Yes, Zaleucus was very good indeed! But, do 
you know, his fon was very naughty. It was his 
diſobedience and wickedneſs, that made him table 
to ſack a pumſhment. I-would not for the world 
be like Zaleucus's ſon. I hope, papa, you will 


never ſuffer from my wilfulneſs. You ſhall not, 


papa, indeed, indeed 
[ caught the boy in my arms. No, you me 


very good you are tdpgbod! F cannot bear it! 


Wel, 


A l 
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Well, papa, I wiſh I were able to ſhow you 
that I love you, as well as ever Zaleucus loved his 


on! 


I was melted with the ingenuouſneſs of the boy's 
expreſſion. I quitted him, I paced up and down 
the room. Suddenly, as if by a paroxyſm of in- 


ſanity, I ſeized my child by the arm, I leated my- 


felf, I drew him towards me, I put my eye upon 


Hm. 


Boy, how dare you talk to me of Zaleucus? 
Do you mean to inſinuate a. reproach? Do 1 not 
diſcharge . a father's duty? If 1 do not, know, 
urchin, I will not be inſulted by my child ! 

The boy was aſtoniſhed. He burſt into tears, 
and was filent. - % — 

I was moved by his evident diſtreſs, . No, child, 


* have no father. I am afraid you have not 


o do not know my baſeneſs. Lou do not know 


"that I am the deadlieſt foc you have in the world. 


Dear papa, do not talk thus! Do not I know 


"that you are the beſt of men? Do not 1 loye you 


and mamma better than erf body. elſe put toge- 
ther ? 
Well, Charles, cried I, endeayouring. to com- 


poſe myſelf, we will talk no mote now. Did not 
I tell you, you ſhould not come to me, but when 


you knew it was a proper time? I hope Yau will 
never have reaſon to hate me. 
I never will hate you, papa, do to me what you 


will! 


He ſaw I wiſhed to be alone, and lf me. 


a 0 H A P. vi. 
IN the * of * ay — my beloved 
— arrived unexpectedly at Paris. In the 


beginning 
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beginning of our ſeparation, I had been to the 
laſt degree punCtual in my letters. I had no 
pleaſure ſo great, as retiring to my cloſet, and 
ouring out my ſoul to the moſt adorable of women. 
y degrees I relaxed in punctuality. Ordinary 
occupations, however cloſely-purſued, have a me- 
thod in them, that eafily combines with regularity 
in points of an incidental nature. But gaming, 
when purſued with avidity, ſubverts all order, and 
forces every avocation from the place aſſigned it. 
When my inſane project of ſupplying the inade- 
quateneſs of my fortune by this expedient began 
to produce an effect exactly oppoſite, I could not, 
but with the extremeſt difficulty, ſtring my mind 
to write to the miſtreſs of my ſoul. I endea- 
voured not to think, with diſtinctneſs and atten- 
tioh, of the perſons: whoſe happineſs was moſt 
nearly involved with mine. I ſaid to myſelf, Let 
another venture mult be tried; fortune ſhall change 
the animoſity with which ſhe has lately purſued 
me; I will repair the breaches that have been ſuſ- 
tained ; and I ſhall then return with tenfold avidity 
to ſubjects that at preſent I dare not fix my mind 
upon. My letters were accordingly ſhort, unfre- 
quent and unſatisfactory ; and thoſe of Marguerite 
diſcovered increafing anguiſh, perturbation and 
anxiety. What a change in the minds of both 
had the lapſe of a few months produced ! Not that 
my attachment had ſuffered” the diminution of a 


ſingle particle; but that attachment which had 


lately been the ſouree of our mutual felicity, was 
now fraught only with diſtreſs. My mind was 
filled with horrors; and Marguerite expected from 
me an encouragement and conſolation in abſence, 
which, alas, I had it not in my power to give! 


I had now continued in Paris for a time vaſtly. 


greater than I had originally propoſed. After hav- 
[5243 ing 
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ing. renmimed! more than ten days withdut robeiviny 
one word'of intelligenee, a letter of mine was de- 
Uvered to Marguerite, more ſhort, myſterious: and 
diſtreſſing to Hor feelings, than any that had pre- 
oeded. The ten days ſilence, from me who at firſt 
had never miſſed an opportunity of pouring out 
9 ſoul-to her, and contributing to her — 
as exquiſitely: painful 'Fliere is ſcarcely any 
| thing that produces ſugh a. ſiekneſs of the — 
as the repeated prorogation of hope. But, when 
the letter arrived that ad been ſo antioufly looked 
for, When the band-writhng of the ſuperfeription 
was recognifſed;. when the letter was-treafured up 
for the impatiently. deſired moment of ſ6litude, . 
that the ſacred emotions of the heart might ſuffer 
no interruption; and wien it at laſt appeared fo 
cold, ſo ominous; fo withering to the buds. of affec- 
tion, the determination of Marguerite was ſpee- 
dily formed. The relations that bound us together 
were of too mighty a value, to be diſpenſed or to 
be trifled wich,” She felt: them as the very cords 
of exiſtence. For ten years ſhe had known no 
folace that was-diſeonneQed from my idea, no care 
but of gur own happineſs and that of our effsp ; 
Benevolent ſhe was almoſt beyond human exam- 
pled, and intereſted for the welfare of all ſhe knew; 
t theſe were brief and mutable concerns; they. 
were not incorporated with the ſtamina of her ex- 
itence, [was the whole world to her; ſhe had 
no idea of- ſatisfaction without me. Her firmneſs. 
had been fuſſieiently tried by the interpoſat of ſepa- 
ration and abſence. How was ſhe to interpret the 
obſcurity that had now ariſen? Had F forgotten my 
amily and my wife? Had ] been corrupted and de 
auched by that Paris, the effects of which upon 
my ch racter her facher had- ſo deeply apprehend- 


hey: Had I, in conteriipt of every thing en 
| tere 
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entered into ſome new attachment ? Had the at- 
tractions of ſome new beauty in the metropolis, 
made me indifferent to the virtue of my children, 
and the life of their mother ? Perhaps the length 
of our attachment had infected me with fatiery, 
and the inconſtancy of my temper had been touſed 
by the charms. of novelty. Pethaps the certainty 
of her kindneſs and regard had no longer allure- 
ments for me; and I might be excited to the pur. 
fuit of another by the pleaſures. of hope combined 
with uncertainty, and of a coyneſs, that feemed to 
promiſe compliance hereafter, even while it pro- 
nounced a prefent denial. Theſe were the images 
that haunted her mind; they engendered all the 
wildneſs, and all the torments, of a delirious pa- 
roxypſm-;. ſhe reſolved: that no time ſhould be facri- 
ſicech to needlefs uncertainty, and that no effort of 
hers ſhould be unexerted to prevent the miſehie 
the feared. | | | 
lt was evening when ſhe arrived, I was upon 
the point of repairing to that ſcene of nightly 
reſort, the ſourge of all my guilt and all my miſe- 
ries- Fenquired-of my ſon'y valet, whete he was, 
and how he had been in the courſe of the day. He 
was gone to bed: he had appeared unvſudlly fad, 
fometimes in tears; and, while he was undreſſing, 
Had fighed deeply two of three times. While 1 
was collecting this aecount in my owh apart- 
ment, the gates of the hotel opened, and a num- 


ber of horſemen entered the court- yard. I was 


ſome what ſurpriſed 3 begauſe, though L was aceuſ- 
tomed to-fee much company, few of my acquain- 


tance viſited me at ſo late an hour, except on the 


evenings appropriateck to receive them. LI. eroſſed 
the ſaloon to enquire, One of the ſervants en- 
claimed, It is Bernardin's voice; it muſt be my 
miſtreſs that i8-cvnw !. _ - 4 | 
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Nothing could be further from my mind than the 
thought of her arrival. I fiew through the pal 
ſage; I was on the {pot, at the moment- that the 
ſexvant prepared to conduct his miſtreſs from the 
r received Marguerite in my arms, and led 
er into the houſe. If I had expected her arxivaly 
J ſhould inſalibly have met her at this moment 
with anxiety and conſuſion; I ſhould have gone 
round the circle of my thoughts, apd-Myuld not 
have had conſidence to encounter the beam ef her 
eye. But ihe event was fo unexpected as to drive 
all other ideas from my mind; and, in coniequence, 
4 enjoyed ſeveral minutes, ages, rather let ine ſay, 
ok the ſincereſt tranſport, I kified- the miſtreſs 
of my ſoul with ecſtſy ; I gazed upon all her well 
known lineaments and features; I liſtened to the 
pleaſing melody of her voice; L was: intoxicated. 


with delight. Upon. occaſions; like: this, it ſcems 


as if every former joy that had marked the various 
periods of intercourſe, diſtilled its very ſpizit; and 
eſſence, to compoſe a draught, ten times more 
delicious and refined than had ever before. been 


taſted. Our meeting was like awaking from the 


dead ; it was the emancipation of the weary: cap- 
tive, who exchanges the dungean's gloom for the 
luſtre of the morning, and who feels a celeſtial 
exhilaration of heart, the very memory of which 
had been inſenſibly wearing away from his treach- 
erous brain. All my ſenſes partook of the rap- 
ture. Marguerite ſeemed to ſhed ambroſial odours 


round her; her. touch was thrilling ; her lips were 


2 her figure was like chat of a deſcended 
-Geny © - an 11.11 165 

Her pleaſure was not leſs than mine. It is in- 
deed abſurd, it may be termed profanation, to talk 
of ſolitary pleaſure, No ſenſation ordinarily diſ- 
tinguiſhed by that epithet, can endure the teſt of 


a moment's 


a moment's inſpection, when compared with a 
focial enjoyment. lt is then only that a man is 
truly pleaſed, when pulſe replies to pulſe, when 
the eyes diſcourſe eloquently to each other, when 
in reſponſive tones and worde the ſoul is commum- 
cated, Pleaſure; in ſuch examples, conſilts in 
this, the unaccuſtomed perception that exiſtence 
has gained a duplication of itſelf (for, in ſuch ex- 
amples, the two beings become one), the ſelf- ap- 
Probation that accompanies. our unbounded defire 
for the gratification of ansther, the ſelf-compla- 
cence that reſults from the diſtinguiſhing preſer- 
ence beſtowed upon us, the harmony of ſentiment, 
and union of ſou], Altogether,” we are conſcious 
of a ſober, a chaſte and a dignified intoxication, 
an elevation of ſpirit, that docs not bercave the 
mind of itſelf, and that endures long enough for us 
to analyſe and favour the cauſes of our joy. 

For ſome time we reſted. on a ſopha, each filled 
and occupied with the obſervation of the other. 
My eyes afſured Marguerite of the conſtancy of 
my affection ; my kiſſes were thoſe of chaſte, un- 
divided, entire attachment. Our works were in- 
ſignificant and idle, the broken and incoherent 
phraſes of a happineſs that could not be ſilent. 
At length Marguerite exclaimed, It is enough; 
my fears are vaniſhed; I have no queſtions to aſk, 
no doubts remove, Yet why, my Reginald, 
did you ſuffer thoſe doubts to gather, thoſe- ſears 

to accumulate? Surely you knew the Gngleneſs of 
my ati<Ction ! How many painful days and hours 
might you have ſaved me, almoſt by a word !. 

Forgive me, iny love ! replied I. Waſte not 
the golden hour of meeting in recrimination} Feel- 
ing, as your angelic. goodneſs now makes me' feel, 
+I wonder at myſelf, that I could for one moment 
: have conſented to ſeparatiou; that I could have 
| | thought 
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thought any thing but this, exiſtence ; or tha 
having experienced the joys that. you have beſtow- 
ed, I could loſe all image of the paſt, and, dwel- 
ling in a deſert, imagine it paradiſe ! . 

. -Recrimination ! rejoined Marguerite. No, my 
love; yon make me tpo happy, to leave room for 
any thing but gratitude and affeftion ! Forgive me, 
Reginald, if I pretend that, in meeting you thus, 
I fad myſelf your ſuperior in happineſs and love: 
You only awake from lethergy, forgetfulneſs of 
yourſelf and—of me; but I awake from anguiſh, 
a ſeparation, that I defired not at firſt, and of which 
1 hourly wiſhed to ſee an end, from doebts that 
would intrude, and refuſed. to be expelled, from 

the incefſant contemplation and regvet of a felicity 
once poſſeſſed; but poſſeſſed no longer | Melam 
choly ideas, gloomy prognoſtics, overfpread my 
fleepleſs nights, and bedewed my piltow with tears! 
This it is, that, at laft, has driven me away from 
my family and daughters, reſolved to ohtain the 

, certainty of defpair, or the diſperGon of my fears! 
Have I known all this, and think you that I de not 
enjoy with rapture this bliſsful moment? 
While we were: thus converfirig,. Charles en- 
tered the room. He was not yet affeep when his 
mother arrived; he heard her voice; and haſtehed 
t put on his clothes, that he might ruſh into her 
arms. The pleafure Marguerite had conceived 
from our meating, and the affectionate ſerenity 
that had taken poſſeſſion of her foul, infuſed dou- 
ble ardour into the embraces ſhe beſtowed on her 
fon. He gazed earneſtly in her face; he kiſſed her 

with fervency ; but was filent. 

Why, Charles! faid ſhe, what is the matter 

with you? Are not you glad to fee me? 2 
Tha Lam, mamma 80 glad, that I do not know 
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what to do with myſelf ! 1 afraid I never ſhould 

have been glad aagin ! 
Pooh, boy! what do you mean? You were not 

mother-ſick, were you? 
Les, indeed, I was fick, ſick at heart! Not that 

I am'a-coward ! I think that 1 could. have been 
ſatisfhed to have been without either my father or 
you for a little while. But papa is ſo altered, you 
cannot think! He never ſmiles and looks wt 2a 

and, when I fee him, inſtead of making me- joyful, 
as it ufed to do, it makes me ſad 


Dear Reginald! replied the mother, joakingae 


me; is it poſlible, that, while my heart was haun- 


ted with fear aud ſuſpicions, ſeparation ann. 


have had ſuch an effect on vou? 
I dare ſay it was that I interpoſed the bows I 
could not make papa ſmile, all 1 could do: but, 


now you are come, he will ſoon be well! _ | 


much he muſt love you, mamma? 5 
The artleſs prattle of my fon ſtruck anguiſh 10 
my ſoul, and awakened a whole train of tormen- 
ting thoughts, Alas ! thought I, can it indeed be 
love, that thus contrives againſt the peace of its 
object? Would to God, my child! that my 


thoughts were as ſimple and pure as thy innocent 


ſom | 

And yet, added the boy, as if recollefting Fra 
ſeth, if he could not ſee you, ſure that was no rea- 
ſon for him to avoid mer? He ſeemed to be as 
much afraid of me, as I have (cen forae of my 
play ſellows of a ſnake | Indeed, mamma, it was 2 
ſad thing: that, when wanted him to kiſs me and 
preſs me to his boſom, he ſeemed to ſhrink aw 
from me | There now !-ir was juſt ſo, as he looks 
now, that papa uſed to frown on me, I cannot tell 
bow often. ! Now is not that ugly, mamma 7. 

I could ug, longer govern. the lumult of my 

| thoughts, 
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thoughts. Peace, urchin ! cried I. Why did you 
come to mar the tranſport of our meeting? Juſt 
now, Marguerite, I forgot myſelf, and Was happy 
Now all the villain riſes in my ſoul! _ tset 
My wife was ſo aſtoniſhed at the perturbation of 
my manner, and at the words J uttered, that the 
was ſcarcely able to articulate. Reginald | in 
| broken accents ſhe exclaimed—my love !—my 
's huſband l 2 | 
No matter ! ſaid I. It ſhall yet be well! My \ 
heart aſſures me, it ſhall ! Be not diſturbed, my 
love ! I will never cauſe you a moment's anguith ! 
I would ſooner die a thouſand deaths Forget the 
odious thoughts that poor Charles has excited in 
me ſo unſeaſonably ! They were mere idle words ! 
nd upon it they were! | 
While 1 w-s ſpeaking, Marguerite hid her face 
upon the ſopha. I took her hand, and by my ca- 
reſſes endeavoured to ſoothe and eompoſe her. At 
length, turning to me: 4 
Reginald ! ſaid ſhe, in a voice of anguiſh, Do 
you then endeayour to hide from me the real ſtate \ 
of your thoughts? Was the joy than attended our 
meeting, periſhable and decenful ? After ten years 
of unboruded affection and confidence, amꝗ denied 
to be the partner of your bofom ? | . 
No, Marguerite, no! this was but the thought 
. of a moment! By to-morrow's dawn it ſhall have 
no exiſtence in my boſom. Why ſhould I torment 
you with what ſo ſoon ſhall have no exiſtence to 
myſelf ? Meanwhile, be aſſured, my love (inſtead 
of ſuffcring diminution) is more full, more ſervent 
and entire, than it ever was | 
At this inſtant my mind experienced an extraor- 
| qinary impreſſion. Inſtead of being weaned, by 
| - the preſence of this admirable woman, from my 
| paſſion for gaming, it became ſtronger than ever. 
| | | It 


* 


If Charles had not entered-at the critical moment 
he did, I thould have remained with Marguerite, 
and, amidſt the ſo long untaſted ſolace of love, 
have, at leaſt for this night, forgotten [my cares. 
But that occurrence had overturned every thing, 
had laid naked the wounds of my boſom, and 
awakened conceptions that tefuſed to be laid to 
fleep again. The arms of my wife, that were about 
to embrace me, ſuddenly became to me a neſt of 
ſcorpions. could as ſoon have reſted and enjoyed 
myſelf upon the top of Veſuvius, when it flamed: 
New gas Las to this ſpecies of anguiſn, tranquilly 
and full of virtuous contentment as l had hitherto 
paſſed the ycars of my married ſtate, the pangs of 
a guilty conſcience 4 was wholly unable to bear. I 
roſe from my ſeat, and was opon the point of quit- 
oy the room. 


Marquerite perceived by my manner that there 
was ſomething extraordinary paſhng in my mind. 
Where are you going,, 'Regina'd ? faid ſhe. 

I anſwered with a flight nod. —Not far, I replied, 
attempting an ait of apathy and unconcern. 

She was not ſatisfied. You are not going out ? 
She-enquired. | 

- Lyvieeved-ito where {dui tees: fitting. My 
lovey I was going ont at the moment of your ar- 
rival. It is neceffary, | aſſure you: I hope I 
ſhall ſoon be back. I am ſorry I am obliged to 
leave you. Compoſe yourſelf. Vou are in want 
of reſt, and had better goto bed. | 

Stop, Reginald! Afford me a minute's leiſure 
before you depart! Leave us, Charles! Good 
night, my dear boy ! Kiſs me; remember that 


your mother is now in the ſame houſe with you; 3 
and flcep in peace. 


Ihe boy quitted the room. 
3 ! ſaid the mother, I have no defire to 


control 
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control your deſires, or be a {py upon your acti- 
ans. But your conduct ſeems fo extraordinary in 
this inſlance, as to diſpenſe me from the obſcrya- 
tion of common rules. I have always been a com- 
plying wife; I have never ſet myſelf in contradic+ 
tion to your will; I appeal to yourſelf for the 
truth of this. I deſpiſe however thoſe. delicacies, 
an adherence. to which would entail upon us the 
ſacrifice of all that is moſt valuable in human life, 
Can I ſhut my ears upon the myſterious expreſſi- 
ons, which, Chaxles's complaints have extorted from 
an? Can } be inſenſible to the extraordinary pur- 
ale you declare of leaving me, when I have yet 
een ſcarcely half an hour under the roof with 
you? Before Charles came in, you ſeem to . 
entertained. no ſuch deſignn. 

My love, replied I, how ſeriouſly you comment 
upon the molt inſignificant incident ] Is it extra- 
ordinary that your unexpected arrival ſhouldd at firſt. 
have made. qa ſorger PEE: I naw 


* 

St. — wt en my cir before: you 3 
in ſurprize at my earneſtneſs, recollẽct the circum- 
"ſtances that immediately preceded it. Through 
fueceihve weeks 1 have waited for ſome ſatisfac- 
toxy and agreeable intelligenee from you. I bad a 
right before this to have expected your return. 
Uncertainty and a thouſand fearful anprehenfions 
Rave at length driven me from my hame, and 
brought me to Paris, Lam come here fo ſatis- 
faction ta my daubts, and peace to my anxious 
heart. Wonder nat therefore, if yau find ſame- 
thing more earneſt andi determined in my proceed- 
ings now, than upon ordinary occaſions. Gine 
me, I conjure-you, give me eaſe and rulief, if you 
are able It not, at lenſta sem mt this s conſolation, 
a 90 Ny 

Be 


er. Tron. — * 8 


Be 22 Marguerite I rejoined. I am 
ieved. Heavens knows how deeply grieved, to 
have otcaſioned you a moment's pain. But, ſinet 
you lay ſo much ſtreſs, upon this cireumſtance, de- 
pend upon it, Iwill give; up the buſineſs I en 

ing about, and ſtay with uu. 


This conceſſion, voluntary, aud Gncere, pro- 


e. effect that I had not foreſeen; , Marguerite 


gazed fot a. moment in = reer and then threw 
herſelf: u upon my neck. 1 44 
Forgive me, my dale husband! ſhe cried. 
Vou indeed make me aſhamed of myſelf. I feel 
myſelf inexcuſable. I feel that I have been brood- 
ing over imaginary evils, and creating the miſery 
that corroded my heart. How inexpre ſſibly you xĩſe 
my ſuperior 1 But Lill conquer my weakneſs. 1 
inſiſt upon your goiug to the engagement you have 
made, and will henceforth place the moſt: enliee 
confidence in your prudence and honor. 
| | Every word of this ſpeech was a — to my 
heart- © What were my feelings, While this ad- 
mirable woman was taking ſhame to-herſelf tor 
her ſuſpicions, and pouring aut her ſoul in oom. 
mendat ion of my integrity I looked in ward, an 
found every thing there the reverſe of het 1 * 
em- 


henſion, a ſcene of deſalatiou and remorſe. 
braced her in filence. My heart panted upon her 
boſom, and ſeemed burſting with ——— thiad it 


was death to reveal. I ought; in return to her ge- 


neroſity, to have given up my feigned engage ment, 
and devoted this night at leaſt to conſole aud paciſ 
her. Dut I could not and | dared not. The 
wound of my boſom! wa „and would not 
be cloſed./ Phe more L:Joved her fot her gan- 


fidenee, the leſo :I coulch cadure myſei6 ig her pro- | 


ſence, | To play the:hypocrite for ſo many hows, 


20 aſſume ebene and Joys while a 
„ Yor. J. Within 
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A des iomult and Horror! ah gy: taſk too 
ty for human powers to execute. 1 
Haney rgverice's office and left her. Even in 
ne tort e dekore I. guitted the bouſe, my 
Larriage was fleur te hetraying me. I could per- 
ceive her watchſul of nty-chntonance, as if again 
ſuſpiotdus that ſome ſataſ ſeoret lurked in my mind. 
She fajd nothing further upon the ſubject 3 
and I preſently eſcaped the inquiſmion of her eye. 
It is ſcarcely neceſſary to deſciibe the- ſtate of 
Wy wind as-1 paſſed along the/ftreers. - It ie fuf- 
Heient to ſay wht every thi had ſelt beſore the 
of gaming; was trivial to the ſenſations that 
no doecupied me. Now firſt it ſtood confeſſed 
beſore me, a demon that poiſoned. all my joys, that 
Ehanged the tranſport of a meeting with the adored 
6fF-my ſoul into anguiſh, that drove me forth from 
bor pet untaſled charms 4 ſolitary wandeter on 
the face of the earth. My buſy ſoul drew Forth | 
at length the re of . this encounter would 
ae been ſandtified with ihe ſtamp 
on{cious” innocence. At one moment l felt 
Wyſelf the acturſed of mankind ; I believed that 
be, could ünd, a8 I did, harrenneſs and biaſting 
r run bleſhogs, net oy! wie. 


| {elf chat tb 
1 homage ortunes. in | 
| 2 ira e delia ee ſhoulda afflict 
che gentle boſom af m nj bably with 
Ane Meurs of untaſtheſs. 8 eg. 
Ne repay. Hers for ſo⸗ . 1 
my whole mind do her. 223 
Frofte wo mon — een L thou 1 be 
en 


8 224 


f 
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driven to the refuge of a vile hypocriſy. I would 
bid farewel to the frowns and the careſſes of for- 


tune. I would require of her no further kindneſſes. 


If I were incapable myſelf” of a rigid 3 
I would commit implicitly to Marguerite the dif- 
poſal of my income, whom I knew to be evety 
way qualified for the office. With theſe” reflec- 
tions 1 nerved my mind to the moſt decifive ad- 
„„ "aa Va adn rune lars. 
Why ſhopld I enter into a long detail of the 
incidents of this criſis? Soon, though not im- 


mediately, I began to loſe conſiderable ſums. 1 


brought with me in the firſt inſtance a penetrating 


eye, a collected mind, an intelle& prepared for un- 


intermitted exertion. Misfortune fubverted all 


this. My eye grew wild, my ſoul tempeſtuoug, 


my thoughts incohertiit and diſtracted. I was in- 
capable of any thing judicious ; but I was de- 
termined to perſevere, I played till morning, nor 
could the light of motning induce me to deſiſt. Che 
ſetting ſun of that day beheld me a beggar! © © 
There is a degret of miſery, which, as it admits 
ol no deſcription, ſo does it leave no diſtinct traces 
in the memory. It ſeems as if the weakneſs of thee. 

human mind alike incapacitated it to ſupport tlie 
delirium of joy, and the extremity of forrow. Ok 
what immediately Tucceeded' the period to which 1 
have conducted my narrative, have nd recollee- 
tion, but a horror beyond all names of horror, wild, 
inexplicable, unintelligible. Let no one howerer 
imagine that the temporary deſertion of the ſouMts 


any alleviation of its miſery. The 'mind that 
f Anz under ie ſufferit 


not by that conduct 


ſhake off is Ser Be, ten thouſand times 
rather, would I endure Me calamities at habe 
ever yet received x tame, the ſenſations auc Nik 


tory of which ate capable of being Urtintat*4, 
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than ſuſtain that which has no words by which to 
preſs itſelf, and the conception of which muſt 
oe. truſted ſolely to the faculties and ſympathy, of 
"the reader, Where is the cold inapprehenſive 
, ſpirit that talks of madneſs as a refuge from {or- 
row.? Oh, dull and unconceiving beyond all belief! 
I cannot ſpeak of every ſpecies of madneſs 3 but I 
alſo have been mad | This I know, that there is a 
vacancy of ſoul, where all appears buried in ſtu- 
pidity, and ſcarcely deſeryes the name of thought, 
that is more intolerable than the bittereſt re- 
flections. This I know, that there is an inco- 
herence, in which the mind ſrems to wander 
without rudder and pilot, that laughs to ſcorn the 
ſuperſlitious fiftions of future puniſhments invented 
by deſigning: prieſts. Oh, how many fleeple(s 
ond week did I endure! the thoughts frantic, 
the tongue raving! While we can Itill adhere, if 
I may ſo expreſs myſelf, to the method of miſery, 
there is a ſort of nameleſs complacency that lur 
under all that we can endure. We are ſtill con- 
ſcious that we are men; we wonder at and admire 
our powers of being miſerable. But, when the 
.maits and tackle of the intellectual veſſel are all 
ſwept away, then is the true ſadneſs, We have 
no eonſciouſneſs to ſuſtain us, no ſentiments of 
_dignity, no ſecret. aumiration of what we ate, ſtill 
_chnging to our hearts... 
All this I venture to affirm, with the full re- 
collection of what I ſuffered when reſtored to my 
ſenſes, preſent to my mind. 
When the account wagycloſed, and the loſs of 
. my laſt ſtake had kin the ſcene, 1.roſe, and, 
.quitting the fatal ſpot where theſe tranſaclions had 
Paſſed, entered the Ttreet, with a heart dppreſſed, 
_ and a burſting head. My eyes glared, but I ſaw 
- "Nothing, and could think of nothing. It was al- 
| da n 8 ready 
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ready nearly dark; and the day which had been 
tempeſtuous, was ſucceeded by. 3 heavy and ſettled 
rain. I wandered for ſome time, not knowi 
whither I went. My pace which had at firſt bee 
_ flow, gradually increaſed, and I traverſed the whole 
city with a' hurried aud impatient "ſtep. The. 
ſtreets which had contained few: perſons, at firſt, 
gradually Toſt thoſe few; I Was almoſt alone. 1 
ſaw occaſionally . ragged and houſeleſs miſery 
ſhrinking under the cover, of a. miſerable ſhed 
I ſaw the midnight robber, watching for his 
prey, and ready to ſtart upon the 'unwary pat- 
ſenger, From me he fledz there was, ſomes 
thing in my ae that impelled even deſperate 
violation to ſhrink from the encounter. I coatt-” 
nued this inceſſant, unmeaning'exertion for, hours.” 
At length, by an accidental ae e ne 1 
found myſelf at the gate af my own hotel. Heed - 
lefs of What it was 1 did; | entered: ang, as 
nature was now completely exhauſted within me, 
ſunk down in a ſort of inſenſibility at the foot of 
the grand ſtair-caſe. Yr bb WD. 


his, (tupour after a conſiderable n 
dually ſubſided. I opened my eyes, and Taw 
various figures flitting about me; but ſeemed to 
myſelf equally incapable of collecting my thoughts 
and of ſpeech; My underſtanding indeed Gortly 
became elearer, but an inſuperable reluctanss to 
voluntary exertion. hung upon me. I explained 
myſelf only in monoſyltables M A ſort af iatiattive 
terror of diſcloſing what had paſſed, to the ad- 
mirable woman I had ſacrificed, maintained in me 
this perpetual reſerve. Far ſeveral days together 
I ſat from morning till night in one-immoyeable . 
poſture, nor was any thing of force cnoughtto = 
awaken me do exertion. n 
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T was not ling Vefors the r printer 1 | 
my fortunes was informed of what had B 


The wretches who had firipped me of my all, ſoon 
made their appearance ho chil what was no lon- 
ger mine. What wovld have been their reception, 
if I had ſufficiently poſſeſſed myſelf to parley with 
| them on the ſubje, I am unable 10 determine. 
Tcould not have preſerved the wretk of my pro- 
perty from their graſp, but at the expence in- 
<delible ſtain upon my honour ; yet my deſpera- 
ton would. probab have led nie” to a tondut 
2 11 extravagan and uſcleſs, In the condition 
et e I was, the whole direction of the buff 

olved upon Marguerite; and never did 
uman Creature. e ir with greater mag- 
imiiy and roprie! She ſaw at once that ſhe 
could pot Wee their claims but at the expence'of 
my reputation 3 for herſelf ſhe valued not riches, 
and had no gread of poverty ; and, thue circum- 
danced, "the had the courage herſelf to bring to me 
1 papers they offered, the object of which 1 


cely underſtood, and to cauſe me to annex 
ih Tgnature Which was to ſtrip her and her 

children of all earthly fortune. Her purpoſe was, 
as ſoon 5 this bubneſs was over, to cauſe us to 
quit France, and to retire into Tome ſcene of vir- 
rudus obſcurity. But ſhe would not leave behind 
her for the laſt deſcendants of the illuſtrious counts 
of St. Leon any avoidable" diſgrace.” Her mode 
of _ reaſoning” up pl the ſudject was extremely ſim- 

pl. "Obſcurit e regarded a no mizeforrutic 5 
35 eminent iy. he ro where it fairly prefenited 
ey = asa reſponſibility it would' be baſe to (irink 


theme 


Irom ; ignominy alone ſhe conſidered as the proper 


e: 9 


4 ; . 
_ theme of abhorrence. For the fickleacls and neon - 
ſtancy of fortune it is 4mpaliible! to anſwer z by: 
| thoſe-reverſcs in which ſhe: appears: to de- 
light, ſhe might yet raſtore u t che In ſtxe of par; 
aondiion'; but if the name of St, Leon 
was henceforth to diſappear from: the Annals o 
Ftance, ſhe was; deſirous at lea ſte as far as fe- 
r an hex, that it (hould expire, like the far 
d bird of T in the midit.ot perfumes. 
When the hole ſituation of Marguerite ig 
rakeh iuto eonſidetation, the reader, like myſelf. 
will probably ſtand aſtoniſhed at the fortitude og 
her conduct. Ohe had gome to Paris, unable any 
longer to tranquiliſe the agitation at; her mind, 
aun exbhauſted with fears, ſuſpicions an! alar. ns. 
When he arrived-ſhe experienced / indeed one de- 
juſive moment ot tranſport and joꝝ. But that was 
ſoon over It. was ſucceeded by teflections and 
conjectares, reſnecting the mylteriguſnels of m 
behaviour j it was fuceveded by my une belles 
departure, aud the houxly expectation of my re+ 
turn After the lapſe of, a night and a day, lire 
turned. indeed, but in what a condition? Dtenched 
wich rain, trembling with. inanition, ſpeechleſd and 
alane, Scarcely had- ſhe, gestived navtice ,ohuuahs 
arrivals and; come: fox ward to meet me, than this 
aw me fall,,nguonteſs andiinſcnſible; at hat fret, 
She watched mygecovery, and hung with inder 
ſeribable expectation oycr.,my: £queh.-.. . Sher way 
po. called away, by the wretgbes: who came 4 
ange their, agcurſeduglaims, and 40, yids her 
ich, che intelligenge, of out ruin, ag with a thun 
preceding cirgumilances, they ſpoke wih u en- 
exation to hęx weakneſs, they Hooped to no qua- 
7 — and palliatives,..but-difcloſed tha wWaole 
a Lins eee manner. Any 


other _ 
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other woman would have ſunkwnder this accumu- 
lation of 'itl.-' Marguerite only borrowed vigour 
from her ſituation, and roſe! in. to the 
preſſure of the calamity. She took her reſolution 
at once; and anſwered hes rep the wn n 


decifive langu 
oct at ell 


agel 
The period of indLtivi 
ſeized me, was ſucceeded by a period of frenny. 
It wad in this oondit ion that Marguerite conducted 
me and my children to an obfeure retreat im the 
canton of Soleure in the republic of Switzerland. 
Cheapneſs was the firſt object; for the moſt miſe- 
rable pittance was all ſhe had ſaved from the 
wreck of our fortune. She had not choſen for 
beauty of ſuuation, or magnificenee of proſpects. 
The ſhook her mind had ſuſtained was not ſo great 
as to deſtroy her activity and fortitude, but it left 
her little leiſure for the wantonneſs of ſtudied in- 
dolgences. The ſcene was remote and ſome what 
ſterile. She concei ved that, when | recovered n 
fenſes; an event which ſhe did not eeaſe to prom 
herſelf,” ſoſitude would be moſt grateful, at teaſt to 
the firſt ſtage of my returning reaſonn: 
„Hither then it was that ſhe led me, out ſon and 
Wee daughters. Immediately upon our arrival 
Mie purchaſed a ſmalſ and obſcure bur neat cottage, 
and attired herſelf and her children in habits Gmi- 
Aar to thoſe of the neigh | My 
paternal eſtates, as well as thoſe hich had fallen 
0 me by marriage, had all ben ſwallowed up in 
- ihe gulptwhich my aceurſed conduct had pre- 
pared. Marguerite made à general ſale of our 
moveables, out ornaments, and even our clothes. 
-H few books guided by che attachment to litera- 
ture, which had always attended me, wert all 
wat ſhe ſaved from the wreck. A con erable 


Part of the ſum mus produced was appropriatd by 
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my creditors. Marguerite had the prudence and 
fkill to ſatisfy them all, and was contented to re- 
tain that only which remained when theit de nands 
were difcharged. This was the laſt dictate of her 
pride and the high- born integrity of her nature, at 
the time that ſhe thus departed a voluntary exile” 
from her native country. Two ſervants accom- 
panied us in our flight, -whoſe attachment was ſo 
great, that even if their attendance had-not been 
neceſſiry, it would have been found ſome what 
difficult to ſhake them off. Marguerite however 
was governed by the ſtricteſt principles of econo- 
my; and, whatever the ſtruggle might have been 
with the importunity of humble affection in diſmiſ- 
ſing theſe lait remains of our profuſe and luxurious 
houſhold, ſhe would, have thought herſelf obliged 
to proceed even to this extreme, if judicious par- 
ſimony had demanded it from her. But it did 
ot. Our youngeſt daughter was at this time 
only twelve months old, and it would have been 
ſcarcely poſſible for the mother, however reſolute 
in her ezertions, to have diſcharged the cares due 

to ſuch a family, at a time when the father oß it 
was ſuffering under ſo heavy an affliction. One 
female ſervant ſhe retained to aſſiſt her in theſe 
offices. She could not diſpenſe herſelf from a very 
aſſid uous attention to me. She could never other - 
iſe have been fatisfied, that every thing was done, 
at ought to done, | that every. tenderneſs. 
was / exerciſed that might be demanded by: my 
humiliating fituation, or that [ufficient ſagacity 
and ſkill were employed in watching and en- 
couraging the gleams of returning reaſon. The 
violence of my par- xyſms however was fre- 
quently ſuch as to render a manual force greater 
than hers, neceſſary, to prevent me from: ef- 
fecting ſome deſperate miſchief. Peter, a truit/ 
lervant, nearly of my own age, and who had at- 
15 Fs | tended 
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tended upon my perſon almoſt from | infaricy,” 
was retained by Marguerite for this purpoſe. F 
was greatly indebted for the recovery which 
ſpeedily followed, to the affectionate anxiety and 
enlightened care of this incomparable woman. It 
is inconceivable to thoſe who have never been led 
to 2. practical examination of the ſubject, how 
much may be effected in this reſpect by an attach- 
ment ever on the watch, and an underftanding 
Judicious to combine, where hired artendance 
would fleep, and the coarſeneſs of a blunt mfenfi+ 
bility would irritate, nay perhaps mortally injure. 
1 It is ſcarcely poſſible to conceive of a wife more 
inte rell ing and admirable then Marguerite appeared 
upon the preſent occaſton. Fallen at once from 

the higbeſt rank to the leweſt poverty, ſhe dic 
not allow berfelf a mean and pitiful regret, No 
reverſe could de more complete and abrupt, but 
1 ſhe did not fink under it. She proved ik the moſt 
convincing manner, that ber eſevatjon wis not the” 
offsprir "of wealth or rank, but vas properly her 
on. "She gave a grace, even a luſtre, 7 70 92 
which it can ouly receive from theemanitions of 2 
cultivated mind. Her children Were reconcile@ 
and encouraged by her example, ard foon forgot 
thoſe indulgences which had _—_ had time to 


emaſculate their 45 "The geplorable ftuntion 
to which the father of the family was reduced, 
was ſar from leading her to ceaſe from her efforty 
in the bitterneſs of defpair. She determined for 
the preſent to be both a father and'a mother to her 
childien. She looked forward with content to my 

ſpecdy recovery. Though 1was the author of alt her 
calamitics, ſhe did not permir this confide ratio ro 
ſubiraQt from the putity of her affeclion, or the 
tenderneſs of her ahxiety She refolved that no 
y cr or lock ef bene ftould ever reprosch me with 

. e 
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She had been accuſtomed to deſire 
rank; and affluente, and indulgence for her chil- 
dren; and that her fon might run the career off 
glory which his forefathets ran, and that ber! 

daughters might unite their fates with what was 
moſt ill uſtriousꝭ and honorable in their ative coun· 
try. But, if ſhe were diſappointed in- this, ſhe was 
determined, as far av-iirihould be in her poœer, 
to give them virtue and cheerfulneſi and content, 
a mind. that: ſhould find reſources within itſelf, 
and call forth: Tram and eſleem. Foe. the-ref-o> 
mankrna: ;, {al yoa io now ar 
- My recovery was fixful ee bbs 

appoaring to be rapidly on the advance, andi 
at others to threaten aitotal: telapſe. Among the 
expedients that Marguerite employed to · te · excite 
the ſlumbering (park of. reafonz-was that ofipater=: 
nal affection . Rvet on the ach fal fass 
apporiunity, ſhe ſomtimes tone Her 
on httle name Lake, who though: ohly twetves 
months old, did not ſail to · diſdover une quixouat 
marks of that playfulnefs and gaiety wν made 
ſo conſiderabla a part of her oonſtitutional chatac 
ter. Her innocent ſmiles, her frolir amd gateleſe⸗ 
laughter, produced a+ feſponſe vibration” that” 
reached-to my inmoſt heart. They were not un 
necquently, powerful enough to cheok-che- caveers 
oi my fury or to riſe mei from the . t probs 
of de ſpondence. Julia wept for nt, and uit 

endeas cured to copy the oſhees of kiudneſs ſhe w 
accuſtomed to ſee her n other perform: Charbes, 
wha-conceived more tally. than the reſti the. nature 

o: my in. liſpoſttion as upon all oecaions fol 
ee eee ee e th | 

me for the moſt part x iti ſpeechleſs anxiety, white ; 

his. Ry uttered volumes wan 
on the nia wh-ord: His mother at laggt 
gaz: viclded. 
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yielded.to his importunity, and he became eſtab- 
liſhed the regular aſſiſtant — Peter an the care f 
perſon. The reſſſeſsneſa ani! — 
had Pichertw manifeſted, ſermed upon this occa- 
fron entirely to ſublide hour 979 will- 
lingly continued ſhut up in m chamher, eager for. 
every opportunity of uſeſulneſa, and grati fed with. 
that complacence with which the human mind 
never fails to he impreſſed, when it regards its 
aclions as beneficent, or approves its (temper as 
3 Mess ire bes 
reſtoration of my health was greatiy re 
tarded by the melancholy impreſlions wich neceſ- 
ſarily 8 mind, when recol - 
lection xcſumed her feat. It was fortunate for me 
chat this ſort of retraſpe q ion appears not to be the 
firſt thing that occuts after & paroxy ſo of inſanity. 
When the tide. af incobetem ideas ſublides, the 
ſaul is leſt in a ſtate af exhauſt ion, and ſeems, 
by a ſort ol inftiaQ,: to ſhun. the influx of mu- 
teovs emotions, andto dwell upon iuch foelings 
as are mild, tranquil and reſtorative. Once how 
ever, when was nearly ecarered, the of 
what L had been, and the: zecollection of Nhat 1 
was, vigbemly ſuggeſling themſelves ua m mind, 
brought on a relapſe attended with more alarming 
and: dilcquraging fy mptoms than my original alien- 
aden. At that moment Marguetite was for the 
tick 4ime irre ſiſtibly ſtruck with the conception that 
mine was an incurable lunacy; and, as. ſhe aſter- 
waids affored; me, at no perigd. down to that in- 
ſtent; hau ſhe: felt herſelf ſo truly tincouſolable./ 
But sten ſcntment of the laſt delpair was inca - 
pable of ſupetſeding the aclivr benoſicence af Mar- 
gene. Heraſfiduitica, ſo lar as related to this fatal 
calamit y, were: at length crowned! with! ſueoeſs. 
N were not cealſed, and che 
| diſtemper 
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„* of my underſtanding quitted me for ever. 
— — as I have already remarked, 
beyond all common notions of wretcheiineſs, were 
my thoughts; when my: foul return<d to its proper 
dae, and I fully furveyed the nature of my pte ent 
ſituation. Marguerite, who, by ber ſagacity and 
patience, had recovered me from a ſtate of the 
moſt dreadful difeafe; now exerted herſelf to effect 
the more arduous taſk of reconciling me to myſelf. 
She aſſured me that the forgave me from her in- 
moſt heart ; nay, that ſhe: was thankful to Provi- 
dence, which, in the midſt of what the world 
calls great calamities, had preferved to her, what 
ſhe moſt yalued, my affect ion. entite. She con- 

waſted what had been the ſut je ct of her apprehen- 
bons before ſhe came to Faris, with wliat had 
to be the ſtate of the caſe afterwards. Sbe 
averred,-that the worſt-that had happened was tri- 
vial and tolerable: compared with the notion that 
her fears had delineated; She bad feared to ind my. 
_ heart alienated from her, and herſelf 1 widowed: 
mother to orphan children. She dreaded left I 
ſhould aveptoved myſelf worthleſs in her eyes, leſt 
I ſhould have been found to have committed to ob- 
livion the moſt ſacred of all duties, and, for the 
gratificaiion of a low and conte mptible ' caprices. 
ſacrificed all pretenfrens'to honour: and character. 
For that «indeed hers heart would have i bled. 
againſt that all the pride the derived: from her 
anceſtry and my own would have revolted ; that 
would have produced a revulfion of het "frame, f 
ſnapping the chain of all her habits, and putting a 
violent cloſe upon all the ſentiments ſhe: had moſt 
fondly-nouritheds She dreaded; indeed that ſhe! 
ſhould: not have furvived it. But the mittdke I 
had cemmittad was of à very diſferent nature. I 
had nvither forgotten that L Was ahuſband nur a 
facher Thad only made an injudicious and unfor- 
tunate 
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tumme Choice of the way of diſchargirig what was 


due to theſe characters. What had paſſed was 
incapable of impeaching . the eonſtancy of 
my affect ions, or the integrity of my principles. 
She forgave me, and it was er m 
to forgive myfelf.. e 
She uflüred me that porery, in Jes zpprehen- 
fion, was a very ſlight evil, and {he appealed ta 
my own ue ſth anding for- the ſoundneſs of her 
een She bid = took round upon the pea- 
fantry of the neighbourhood, upon a footing with 
_ whom we were now..placed; | and aſk my o 
heart whether they were not happy. One dif-. 
advantage indeed they were 
fence of culwation and learning - She could 
never bring herſelf to believe that ignorance was 
a bencfit ; ſhe ſaw the contrary of this practically 
illuſtrated in her own caſe, in mine, and in that 
of all the perſons to whom through libe ſhe; had 
been moſt argenily attached. Sbe wiſhed: her 
270 ASTOR intellectual reſinement, poſſc ſs 
ſully the attributes of a rational and to 
be às far removed as poſſible from the condition 
of ſtoc ks and ſtones, by. accumulating a magazine 
of thoughts, and by a rich and cutivated ſenſi- 
bitity. But the want of fortune did not in our 
caſe, as the caſe of ſo many others, mut them 
out from this advantage : it e own power: 
to-beſtow it, upon them. $1 3-7 th an ns 
It was the part of Swale ve man, ſhe told 
me, not io waite his. ſtrength in uſeleſs. regrets for 
what was paſt, and had already eluded his graſp ;: 
hut to advert to the bleſſiags lie had ſtill in poſ- 
ſoſſion. It e did this: in our preſeat ftuation 
we thould find every vc afon for contentmem and 


ppy . Our pleaſure in cacti othery/randithze:cony! 
nancy of eee 
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impaired.” Where were there two married per- 
ſons, ſhe would venture to aſł, who had more 
reaſon to applaud their connection, or to whom 
their connection was pregnant with fo various... 
ifications* From ourſfelves, we had only to 
turn our thoughts to our children; and we were 
ſorely as ſingularly fortunate in this reſpect, as 
in each other. Charles, who had always been the 
ſubject of our pride, had lately exhibited fuch an 
example of patient ſympathy and filial affection, 
as perhaps had never been equalled in a child ſo 
young. The ſenſibility of Julia, the underſtanding 
of Louiſa, and the vivacity of Marguerite, were, 
all of them ſo many growing ſouretrs of inexhauſt- 
ible delight. Our children were intelligent, atlecy 
riofiate and virtuous. Thus circumſtanced, the 
intreated me not to indulge that jaundice of the 
imagination, which ſhould create to itſelf a ſenti- 
ment of melancholy and diſcontent 1a the mudit of 
this terre(brial paradiſmmm. n 170g 
| - | "Moſt: virtuous of women, now perhaps. the 
pureſt andthe brighteſt among the ſais in heaven 
why was 1 deaf to the ſoundneſs of your exhor- 
tations,” and the generoſiiy of your ſemi neuts 2 
Deaf indeed I was} A prey to the deepeſt. des 
jection, they appeared to me the offspring of miſ- 
apprehenſion and paradox ! Soppoſing in the 
mean time that they were reaſonable. and juſt in 
the mouth of her who uitered-them, I felt them 
_ . as totally foreign to my own .fituation,;. The lan- 
guage, as they were, of innocence, it was 
wonderful that to an innocent heart they ſpoke 
tranqu llity and peace. Marguerite looked ound 
upon the preſent ruſticity and plainneſs of our 
condition, and every thing that the ſav talked to 
her of her merit and her worth. If we were zen 
duced, ſhe was in no way accountable for that 
ur | reduction ; 
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reduction ; it had been the teſt of ber 4 
mity, her patience, and the immutableneſs of her 
virtue, She ſmiled at the affaults of adverſity, 
and felt a merit in her fmiles. How different vas 
my ſnuation ! Every thing that T faw. reminded. 
nie of my guilt, and upbraided me with : crimes 
that it was hell to recotlet. - My own garb, and 
that of my wife and children, the deſertion in 
which we "Aived, the ſimple! benches, the unhewn 
rafters, the naked walls, all told me what it was 
J had done, and were fo many echoes to my con- 
ſcience, repeating, without intermiſſion and with · 
out end, its heart- breaking reproaches. Sleep was 
almoſt a ſtranger to me; theſe inceſſmt monitors 
confounded my ſenſes in a degree ſcarcely ſhort of 
madneſs itſelf. It is the property of viee to con- 
yert every thing that ſnhould be conſolation; into an 
additional ſource of anguiſh, The beauty, the 
eapacity and the virtue of my children, the affec- 
ro. with which they regarded me, the patience 
artentivenefs and forbearance of their excel 
HA mother, were all fo many aggravations of the 
miſchief I had pepetrated. I could 'almoſt have 
wiſhed to have beet the object ot their taunts and 
execration. I could Cos wilhed to have been 
thfengaged from the deareſt charities of our nature, 
and to have borne the weight of my crimes alone. 
It would have been a relief to me, if my children 
had been covered with the moſt loathſome diſeaſes; 
deformed and monſtrous. - It would have been a 
felicf to me, if they had been abortive in under- 
ſtanding, and odious in propenſnies, if their hearts 
bach teemed with every vice, and every day had 
mutked them the predeſtined victims of infamy. 


SS; - 


Tbe guilt of kevin (ripped them of every ex- 
Nast faculty would then have ſet light upon me. 


Nu des 6 have ruiyed the (molt lovely family 
perhaps 
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a ae cha ben: the 8 of os earth, the 
mplary of women, Fl Mateo iu whom 
14 1 m 39 the 55 Ty, geit 


and every Hr. was a con 

| forgi e even to myſelf. 555 Denen 

11 be of wen . elt of friends ! wh 
u 12 2s trult 1 in N a Fo oo as I am 


ſap bet it 13 not me, als, It was 
| meant in [ms but i it was the cruelleſt, miſchief 
that could ve been inflicted on me, I was not 
à creature qualified for ſuch dear and tender. con- 
nections. 1 was deflined by nature to wander a 
ſolitary Hutcaſt on the face of the earth. For 
that 656. that fea fal miſ iſery, was Thitred. Why, 
miſguided, misjudg ging man didſt thou Hot Teave 
me to my tate ? Even that would have been leſs 
dreadful hep what I have experienced [—Wretcn 
that I am by. Why do Ire roach my, belt: benefac- 
tor 7. o, let me AN th ek current of my 
inveCtive "upon myſelf 1 Damyille was actuate 
by the nobleſt; ang moſt generous ſentiment that 
ever entered the . human mind. What a return 
then have 1 made, and to what a benefit! 
All the previous, habits of my mind bad tau? Ski 
me to feel m preſent. circumſtances with the ut⸗ 
moſt acutene . Marguerite, the generous Mai 
uexite. Hood, & a ſoul almolt indifferent, 
et wecu the 1 50 ideas of riches and poverty. 
Not Phe. bafb 1775 I had been formed by every. 
Nabe 


nh of wy, 1 und the love "of ſplendoy! 
exoig. fed not ike tranquillity ip 
N retirement, or the purſuits of a charac cker 
profeſſedly literary, had been the food of my 
imagination, ever ſince the faculty. of Fey (ils x 


ORF 


3 


nn , ils or 
was unfolded 285 mind: "The field of the de 
of gold, the ſſege $8) the battle of Pavia, x 
for ever "prcſent te my recolleAion.” Frans the 
Firſt, Bayard an Bourbon eternally formed f | 
ſubje of m vitons and reverics. "Theſe pre 
penſities had ee degenerated } into an infor 
taſte for magnihcence and expence 3 but Mig r Mm” 
3 797 


did not embrace their ſoil the lefs forcibly, 
their genuine N Tbat from h 


the branches were preſſed down arid aka fron 
Aelcended from ſome of the molt illuſtrigus oule 
in France, and myſelf amply imbucd wit 
hig h and diſdainful ſpirit incident to my rank, 1. 
Gould: become 2 peaſant, was itſelf 2 lücken 
degradation. But L eall the eavens t Fine! 
that could have endured this with. pat tience 4/4 | 
Hoa e it alone. I ſhould” have regat it 
uſt retribution of my ned, and fubmitte 
1405 92 moſt exemplar nation. But 1 coul 
not with an equal pdt Ba. id m. wit and child: 
ren involyed 3 in my e ned m ele! 
| upon the partner © my life, and. reca ea 1 th ge- 
- nuine anguiſh the magnificence to which ſh 8 was 
accuſtomed, and the hopes to hich ſhe Was born. 
I looked upon my children, the fruit 7 my, loins 
and once the pride of ray heart, an rech 9 5 
that 2 were paupers, rüſties, exhiles,” T'could 
foreſ; ce no return to rank, bat for then and theft 
poſterity a an mMcterminable fucceſſion of odfeurit 
Kol 4 N 0 Areal e ner; fur e the 'caf 


SR Fe 16 5 kg ets 
wu this integrity of her virtues. FP, gg, oo Ber in 
my heart 0 being” deſtitute of the ſpark of" tri 
— Wiley. 7. Her patience 1 chandered as lit ue 
than, 
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da 0 and vulgarity of ſpirit. It would 
have berome her better, I thought, like me, to 
have curſed her fate, and the author of that fate; 
like me; to have ſpurned - indignant at the ſlavery 
to which we were condemned; to have refuſed to 
be pacißed, and to have waſted the lat dregs of- 
exiſtence: in impatience and regret. - 'Fconld a 
that which had involved us in this dire revenſe:; 
but 2 could not B the conſequences. ol 
my act. 

The ſtate of am mind was in the utmoſt *. 
gree dej ected forlorn. I carried an atrow- 
in my heart, which the kindneſa of my wife and 
children proved inadequate to extrack, and the 
ranklings of which time itſelf had not the power: 
to aſfuage. The wound was not mortal but, 
like the wound of Philoctetes, eee the 
blood of the Lernean Hydra, I dragged it about 
with me from year to year, and it rendered my 
exiſtence a galling. burthen hardly to be ſupported: 
A great port ion of my time was paſſed in à deep 
and mournful filence, which all the ſoothings that- 
were addreſſed to me, could not prevail on me to 
break. Not that in this PPlence there was the 
leaſt particle of ill-humour or ſullenneſs. It was: 
a mild and paſſive ſituation of the mind; affec- 
tionate, as far as it was any thing, to the perſons 
around me ; but it was a. ſpecies of difadility ; 
my foul. had not force enough to give motion 0 
the organs of. ſpeech, or ſcarcely to en Gogerz 
My eye. only, aud that ouly for a moment. at = 
time, _ pleaded for - forhearance - and pardan. 
ſeemed like a man in. that ſpecies of end 
ia which the patient ſuffers a waſting of che bones, 
zud at length preſents to us the N I without - 
7 yore bf er ye: Ku By 1 

8 ; 1980 7108088 * 
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This was . at; forme times my condition. But 
my ſtupour would at others ſuddeniy ſubſide. 
Mechinically, and in a moment, as it were, 1 
ſhook off my ſupineneſs, and fought the mountains. 
The wildne(s of an untamed and ſavage ſcene beſt 

' gecorded with the temper of my mind. I ſprung 
from cliff to cliff among the points of the rock. 
L ruſed down ptecipices that to my ſobered ſenſe 
eppeared in a manner perpendicular, and only pre- 
ſerved my life, with a ſort of inborn and une- 
letivecare, by'catching / at the roots and ſhrubs 
which cecafiomally-broken the ſteepneſs of the de- 
 ſrent. I hung over the:tops of rocks ſtill more 
fearful/in their declivities, and couited the giddi- 
neſs and whirl of ſpitit which ſuch ſpectacles are 
necuſtomed to produce. I could not reſolve. to 
die: denth had too many charms:to ſuit the ſe}f- 
condemnat ion that purſued me. I found a horrible 
ſatisfaction in determining to live and to avenge 
upon myſelf the guilt I had incurred; I was'far. 
from imagining that the evils F had yet ſuffered, 
were a mete ſport and oſtentation of miſery, com- 
pared with thoſe that were in reſerve ſor me. 
The ſtate of mind ] am here deſctibing, was 
not madneſb, nor ſuch as could be miſtaken for 
madneſs. ' I never forgot myſelf, and what I was. 
was never in that delirium of thought, in which 
the patient is reitleſs and active without knowing 
„What it is that he does, and from which, when 
touſed, he ſuddenly ſtarts, ſnakes off the dream 
that engaged him, and ſtands aſtoniſned at him 
felf. « Mine was a rage; guided and methodiſed 
by che diſcipline of deſpair. I butſt into no fits 
ot - raving; L attempted no injury to any one. 
Marguerite therefore oould not 7 coneile herfelf ta 
the placing me under any reſtraint. I frequently 
ow home, with my clothes ſmeared wah 
t 
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the ſoil, and torn by the briars. But my family 
ſoon became accuſtomed to my returning in per- 
ſonal ſafety; and therefore, whatever was the un- 
eaſineſs my wife felt from my excurſions, the p 
ferred the enduring it, to the idea of 1 
me any ſpecies of violence. 

The tate of my family preſented A ſingular 
ſort of | contraſt with that of its head. Mar- 
uerite was certainly not inſenſible to the oppoli- 
tion between her former and ber preſent mode of 
life; but ſhe ſubmitted to the change with ſych 
an unaffected cheerfulneſs and compoſure as mig 
ave extorted admiration. from . malignity itſelf. 
he would perhaps have diſmiſſed from-her though 
all retroſpect to our fotmer grandeur, had not i} 
dejection and deſpair that ſeemed to have taken 
poſſe ſion of my mind, forcibly and condinaaly 
recalled it to her memory, For my pub bu 
am well affured ſhe felt the trueſt ſympathy; 
there was one conſideration "attending them that 
imperiouſly compelled. her to, taſk het Wee 
They deprived me of the ability ef in any dend 
providing for and ſuperintending N it 
became. therefore, ingumbent vpon to exert 
N for the Lice: of all. 91140 we never 
allen under this e reverſe, I might have 
ſpent. my. whole life in daily intexcourſe-with, this 
admirable woman, without becoming acquaint 
with half the treaſures of her mind. She w 


my ſteward; and from the reſult of her owa' 4e 


flections made the moſt judicious diſpoſition of my 


4 property. Sbe was m phyfician; not by  admis 


niflering medicines to my body, but by catefuſl 
Rudying and exerting herſelf to remove the diſte m: 
per of my mind. Unfortunately no diftempers ar 

{0 obſtinate as mental ones; yet, had my diſtem- 
n had any lighter ſource than an Ra” 


ſcience, 
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ſcience, Iam perſuaded. the, wiſdom of Marguerite 
would: have baniſhed it. She was the inſtruQtor of 
my children; ber daughters felt no want of a 
Den I am even ready to doubt whether 
the leſſons of his mother did not amply ſupply to 
Charles his loſs of an education in the univerſity 
of Paris. The love of order, the activity, the 
_ induſtry, the cheerfulnels, of, let me lay, this 
Wuſtrious matron, became contagious to all the 
inhabitants of my roof. Once and again haveT 
ſtolen a glance at them, or viewed them from a 
diſtance bufied, - ſometimes gravely, ſometimes 
gal in the plain, and have whiſpered to my 
ur 7 Peart, How miſerable am II how happy 
they ! So inſurmountable is the barrier that divides 
innocence from guilt! They may breathe the 
ſame air; they may dwell under the ſame roof; 
"7 may be of one family and one blood; they 
may afſociate with each other every day and every 
Hour ; but they can never aſſimilate, never have 
any genuine contact. Is there a happier family 
than mine in all the yallics of this far-famed re- 
public ? Is there a family more yirtuous, or more 
cultivate, with all the refinements that conduce to 
the Frog dignity of man? I, I only am its bur- 
then, and its ſlain | The pleafure with which I 
am ſurropnded. on every fide, finds, a_repellant 
Wy in” my_ heat far wal por fuſer it ap 
proach.” To whatever is connected with me I 
communicate. misfortune. Whenever I make m 
aPpe#tance, theſe, countenances Lhat at en eite 
times ſpoke contentment and, hilarity, fall int 
17557 05 Like a peſtilential vind, $4 a Dpear. to 
ache blalt to the treats of, gature, ad ficklineſs 
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Margyerite expoſtylated with me in the moſt 
ut manner vþoh the obſtinaty bf my malady. 
M Binald! my Tove? ſaid ſhe, ceaſe to be un- 
rey 1 to reproath” yg urſelf?! Tou were 
| experiment 'y ou 125 75 upon the recources 
| rr Ha 'Bat Hare you done us miſchief, or 

e yau conferred. a ente T more than half in- 
8 to the latter opinion. Let us at length difz 
miſs artificial taſtes, and idle and viſſ onary purſuits, 


that do 755 flow in z ditect line ſrom'any of the 


Fanpage * . of our natute] Here we are 
rrounded wich fources of bappineſs. Here we 
may live in true patriarchal fimpticiy. What is 
chivalry, What is mikta; welt and glory? Be- 
Ireve me, they ate the palſions of a mind depraved, 
that with ambitious refinement feeks to be wi 
beyond the dictates of ſentiment or teaſon] There 
is no happine ſs ſo ſolid, or fo perf, as that which 
diſctains theſe "efinenients.” Tov, like we, are 
fond of the Juxuriant and romantic ſcenes of nature; 
Here we ate pläced in the midſt gf them,” How 
idle it 5 7 be, to wich to change our arbours, 
-our ver dan late and thickets, for 'yaulted roofs, 
and glcomyhalls, andmifly plate? Alas, Reginald! 
it is 1 feat ino true, 'that the ſplendour i in winch 
we lately lived; has its baſis in oppfethorn z and 
that the ſupetfivities of the rich, are à boon ex- 
totted from the Hunger and miſcry of the poor! 
Here we ſee a peaſamry more peatef#l andlefs op- 
preſſed, than perhaps ny other tragt of the carth 


can exhibit. They are etect and independent, at 


once friendly and fearleſs. Is not this a refreſhit 


Qacle?' 1 n begin pritically to perceive thi 4 
e eultivators of the fietds and the'vitieyards' dre 
my heart bbunds 


wy brethren and my ters ; and 
wich joy, as I feel my relatons to ſociety multiply 
How nous is m noe ? The möderate 
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Ach 5 caſes in which. 1 «a 
others; 1 elt 1 825 r. tis the 157 ge- 


EY 12 hour Waiting the leiſore of 
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ing rooms. [et we 2 5 0 
genuine ap lite, and riſe from 11 more 1255 
refreſhed, than from the moſt ſumptuous feaſt. 
prepare, for my. meal by induſtry and, exerciſe; and, 
when, it is over, amuſe myſelf with | my children in 
the fields ang the ſhade. Though I ſove the ſight 
of the peaſants, I would nat be a peaſant. 1 would 
have a large ſtock 9 ideas ang a wider. field of 
activity. J. te the ehe e peaſants, only for. their 
acceffories or by.compariſon, . They are compara- 
tively more ſecure than any; other, large madles of 
men, and ibe ſcenes in the, midft of Which.they are 
= are delightful to ſenſe. But IL would not 
fice in prone oblivion the beſt characteriſtics 
ot my natute. I put in my claim, for reſinements 
and luxuries but they are the refinements and pu- 
Tifyiag of inceſle&, and the, luxuries of uncolt! 
ſimple taſte. I would i incite the whole world, ifs 
Tue how to do it, 0 put in a Gmilar. claim. iT 
would improve my mind; I would enlarge my, un- 
derſtanding; I; would contribute to the inſtruction 
of all connected with me, and. to the maſs of human 
knowledge, The pleafures I would: purſue and dif- 
ſeminate, though not dependent on a large property, 
axe ſuch as cPuld net be undeyſtood by the ruſtic aud 
the fayage.: Our ſon,, bred. in theſe fields indeed, 


probably, never become a freun cbeualier, or 
bee in the xoll of military heroes. But he may 


become 


- 
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become ſomething happier and better. He may 


improve his mind, and cultivate his taſte. He may 
be the counſellor and protector of his ſiſters. He 


may be the ornament of the diſtrict in which he 
reſides. He may inſtitute in his adoptive country 
new defences for liberty, new ſyſtems of public 


benefit, and new improvements of life. There is- 


no charactet more truly admirable than the patrict- 
yeoman, who unites with the utmoſt ſimplicity of 
garb and manners, an underſtanding fraught with 
information and ſentiment, and a heart burni 

with the love of mankind. Such were Fabricius 
and Regulus among the ancients, and ſuch was 
Tell, the founder of the Helvetic liberty. For my 
part, 1 am inclined to be thankful, that this unex- 
pected reverſe in our circumſtances, has made me. 
acquainted with new pleaſures, and opened to my 


mind an invaluable leſſon. If you could but be 


prevailed on to enter into our We to diſmiſs 


idle reproaches and pernicious propeniitice,: our | 


happineſs would then be complete. 
The expoſtulations of Marguerite often excited 

my attention, often my reſp2&, and ſometimes pro- 

duced a ſort of imperfect conviction. But the con- 


viction was tranſient, and the feelings I have al- 


ready deſcribed as properly my awn, returned when 
the freſh and vivid impreſſion of what I had heard 
was gone. It was in vain that I heard the praiſes 
of ſimplicity and innocence. I was well plęaſed to 
ſee thoſe Who were neareſt to me, not affecting 
contentment, but really contented with theſe thin 

But I could not be contented for them. The leſſons 
of my education had left too deep an impreſſion. 


I could myſelf have ſurrendered my claim to ad- 


miration and homage, as a. penance for my miſ- 
deeds ; but I could not figure to myſelf a genuine 
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ſatts faction unaccoinpanied by theſe acceſſories 
and this ſatis faction I | obſtinately and ann 
* ee I ime | | 


__ 
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| W. HILE I murmured in binerac.offoul & dhe 
ſowneſs to which they were reduced, a till heavier 
calamity impended over them, as if in vengeance 
the fantaſtic refinements of diſtreſs over 
which I broaded. 1 
Aas wandering, as 1 had often done, with a 
gloomy and rebellious ſpirit, among the rocks, a 
few miles diſtant from the place of our — | 
k was the middle of ſummer. The weather had 
been remarkably fine z but I diſdained to allow the 
gratifications which ariſe from a pure atmoſphere 
and: a ſerene ſy, to find entrance in my ſoul. 
My excurſions had for ſome days been inceſſant: 
and the ſun, which matured the corn and black 
ened the grapes around, had imbrow ned my viſage, 
_ boiled: in my blood. I drank in fierceneſs and 
* ration from the fervour of his beams. One 
gs as in ſullen mood I watched his {ctting from 
a point af the rock, I perceived the. clearneſs of 
the-day ſubſiding 1 in a threatening evening. The 
clouds ed in the weſt, and, as night ap- 
„were dy wha with a. deep dye of 
the fierceſt crimſon.  'Fhe wind roſe, and, during 
the hours of darkneſs, its roerings were hollow 
and tempeſtuous. F 0 
An the morning che clouds were hurried rapldly: 
and the air was changed from a long ſeries 
ol ſultrineſs to a nipping cold. This change of 
the N I Agro, and purſued my 
rambles. 
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_ rambles;” A little Before” noon however, the air 
ſiddenty grew'ſo dark, as to produce a” ſenſation! 
perfectly tremendous, Ifen as if the darkeſt night” 
had never exceeded it. The imp etuous motion 
to Which I had been impelled, pa 51 bythe fever 
in my blood, and partly d Wei biene of the 
ſeaſon, was ſuſpended. echanical 8 W | 
round me for ſhelter. But I could il 
the objects that were near me, when 2 a0 2 
ti tning, blue and fulphoreovs, came directly in 
my face, with a brightneſs that threatene@ to ex- 
ringuiſh the n of viſion. The thunder that 
followed was of a length and loudneſs to admit of 
no compariſon from any object with which I am 
acquainted. The burſts were fo frequent as almoſt - 
to confound themſelves with each other. At pre- 
ſent, 1 thought only of myſelf; and the recent 
habits of my mind were not calculated to make 
me peculiarly acceſſible to fear. I ſtood awe-ftrack; 
but rather with the awe that inheres to a cultivated 
imagination, than that which confiſts in apprehen- 
fion. I ſeemed ready to mount amidft che clouds, 
and penetrate the veil with which nature conceals 
her operations. I would have planged into the 
receſſes in Which the torm was engetdered, and 
bared my boſom to the ſtreaming fire. Meanwhile 
my thoughts were ſolemniſed and fixed by obſerv- 
ing the diverſified dance of the lightnings upon the 
points of the rocks, contraſting as they did in the 
ſtrongeſt manner with the darkneſs in which the 
reſt of the ſpene was enveloped. Phis added con- 
tention of the elements, did not however ſuſpend 
the raging of the wind. _Preſently a ſtorm of 
mingled hail and rain poured from the clouds, and 
was driven with inconceivable” impetiofity, The 
hail- ſtones were of ſo aſtoniſhing a magnitude, that, 
before 1 Was awate, J was beaten by them to the 
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ground. Not . daring. to attempt to riſe again, 1 
imply endeavgured to place cyſelf in uch a 
manner as might beſt protect me from their yio- 
lence. J therefore remained proſtrate, liſtening | 
to the farce with which the Anh uck upon the ear 
and feeling the rebound #7 wh they blows, + trom 
erent parts of my body. | 
In about twenty minutes the DAL abated, 11 
in BE a hour was entirely over. When I began 
to move, I was extremely furpriſed at the ſenſation 
_ of; ſoreneſs. I felt in every. VE Part of me. 1. raiſed 
-myklf upon my elbow, and ſaw. the hail-ſtones, in 
ſome places Hing in heaps. like billocks of ice, 
while in others they had ploughed up the ſurface, 
and buried themſelves in the earth. As I looked 
further, I perceived immenſe trees torn from their 
roots, and thrown to a great diſtance upon the de- 
clivity.. To the noiſe which they made in their 
deſcent, which muſt have been aſtoniſningly great, 
I bad been at the time inſenſible. Such Were the 
marks which the tempeſt. had left upon the 
mountains. In 4he., it Was ſtill worſe, I 
could perceive the foi 9 —— long ſpaces together, 
converted into a moraſs, the ſtanding corn beaten 
down and buried! in the mud, the vines torn into a 
; thouſand pieces, the fruit trees demoliſhed, and 
even in ſome places the animals themſelves, lambs, 
- ſheep. and cos, ftrewing the fields With their 
mangled carcaſes. The whnle-hopes. of the year 
over which my eyes had glanced a few minutes be- 
fore, for it Was near the period of harveſt, were 
converted into the moſt barren aud. dreary ſcene 
that any quarter of the globe ever witneſſed... was 


mounted upon a conſiderable eminence, and had an 


0 Safir proſpect of this horrible devaſtation. 


As I ſtood gazing in mute aſtoniſnment, ſud - 
f deply a fear came Over mg that {truck dampngis:tg 


„ my 
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My very heart. What Was the fitnatiohw of -my'own- 
family and their little remaining property amidſt 

this dreadful ruin? Iwas ima ſituatlon) where, 
though Linearly faced our habitation A point of 
rhe rock intercepted it from my ſight. Ihe obſtacle 
"Was but alſmalb one, yet it would require à con- 
— circuitꝭ to overcome I flew along the 
h, with a ſpeed that ſcarcely permitted me to 
-breathe; When I had palled the upper rock, the 


whole extenfive ſcene opened upon me in an in- 


tant. What were my ſenſations, hen F per- 
weived! that the devaſtation had been even moe 
Xomplete.herejthan on the fide here Ifiſt viewed 
it! My-owncottage in particular, which. that very 
morning had contained, and I hoped continued to 
contam, all that was moft dear to my heart, 

- ſeeme# to ſtand an entire ſolitude in the midt of 
an immenſe ſwump - a ni e's. 
Marguerite, whoſe idea, upon dur retreat into 
Switzerland, had been thavot conforming without 
refer ve to the ne ſituation: that was allotted ns, 

had immediately expended the whole of what re- 
mained from the ſnipwreck of our fortune, in the 
purchaſe of the cottage in which we dwelt, and u 
all portion of land around it, ſufficient wit eco- 
| — the fupport of our famiby. Under her 
direction the hills had been covered with vines, 

and the fields with cord. She had: purchaſed cows 


N LW 


to furniſi vs with milk, and ſheep with their 


fleeces, and had formed her” eſtabliſuhment upon 

the model of the Swiſs peaſantry in bur neigh- 

ane —— to the ſimplicity of nature, 
d te her I. upon an ĩimmoveable 

| N which the claſh of nations could not deſtroy, 
and wach was too humble to fear the treachery 
Al cuts; or the ice of amen 
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At was all fept away in a moment. Our R- 
tle propenty:looked; as if it had been particularly a 
mark for the vengeance of heaven, and was more 
utterly deſtrayad than any of "the ſurrounding 
_Jeeviess There was not & tree that remained 

ſtanding i there was not a hedge or a limit chat 
remained withid or around it; chaos had here re- 
ſumed bis empire, and avenged bimſeli of the ex- 
ttaordinary order and bear ir Had lend dif 
played. B H bun zqo 29516 117274 % 
aa bot need winde .this! aRoniſhing 
ApeRacte, r that moment nature found her way 
to: wy beart; and made a man of me. I made 
light, of theſe petty. acceſſories of our exiſtente ; 
aud the thought of my wife and my children, -Gm- 
ly ns they were in themfelves; filled every; ave- 
dne f m heart. : For:themy, and them alone, I 
Was intereſted: it was a rom ors for- their lives. 
Id contsive of What they: mi 1 Rave 
-fuſtainedy was 4 horror th to eee up 
—— gn maar 
the monntain. Je was with. the greateſt diticulty, 
ahd got without many cireuitaus deviations, that 1 
ſo much was the farface changed, aud 
fo deep and miry the fwamps. My terror increaſed, 
-asi LEpaſſed neat to che carcaſes of the animals who 
bad fallen victims: ra-this:.convalfion! of: the ele- 
ments. I objeried with. anconcewable alarm that 
bei dead or wWounded bodies . of ſome human 
beings, Were intermingled with the brute defieuc- 
an. I flaid not ta cnquire whether tha were yet 
ma ſtate to thquire afliftanee ʒ the idea that had 
taken poſſeſon of me, left nonoοm far the. ſenti- 
er- gentrabhumanit ... yo ltg 
3 — on E diſfiuctiy remarked the 
ab woman at ſome di tom an habi- 
uon, who appeared to be dead, deſtroyed by ihe 
| ” | the 


r. Len. rg 


ſtorm. Near her lay a female infant, apparent 
about ſix years of age. My attention was in 
juntarily arreſted; I thought of Louiſa, that ſwert 
and amiable child, ſo like her admirable mother. 
The figure was: bers the colour of the robe cor 
refponded to that in which I laſt ' ſaw ber. The 
child was lying on her face. Witti alt che impa- 
tient emotions of a father, I {& » down; 1 
turned over the body that I might identify 
child. It Was ſtill nuts life 1 ſcarcely- 4 
ferted it. I gazed upon thevifagey it was diſtort- 
ed with the agonies of dent; but enough to don 
vince me ſtilß remained diſcernable it was not Louiſal 
I can ſcarcely recollect a period through all the 
ftrange viciffirudes of my exiſtence to be 
with thäs. It I had not felt what L then felt: 1 
could never have conceived it. Human nature is 
ſo conſtnuted, that the fugheſt degree of augtiſti; 
an ungut in wWhieh the Neurt ſeems to ſtreteh it 
ſelf to take inthe: mightineſs of its , can be 
ſek but for a few inſtants. Wen dhe calamity 
we.feared is already arrived, or when the expe 
ration of it is fo certain us to ſnut out hope, e 
ſeems to be a piinciple within us By Which we 
look with mifanthropic compoſure om tte ſtatè to 
which we are reduced, and the heart fullenly con- 
tracts and accommodates itſelf to what it moſt aba 
horred. Our hopes 'withery and our pride, out 
felf-complacence; all chat taught us to rejoice in f 
exiſtence; wither: with them. But when 
hope yet ſtruggles xith deſpair; or when the ela- 
mity abruptly announces itſelf; then is the true 
eontention, the tempeſt and uproar of n 
vaſt to be en dure. 

This ſentiment of ineffable erierchedvclsT bs 
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the imaginary Louiſa, and when i haſtened to ob- 
tain the certainty which was of all things moſt ten- 
rible to me. The termination of ſuch a moment of 
horror, is fcarcely leſs memorable than its mtrinſic 
In an inſtant the ſoul recovers its ba- 
lance, and the thought is as if it has never been. 

L clapped my hands in an ecſtacy at once of joy 
and aſtoniſhment, fo fare did I ſeem to have made 
myſelf of my misfortune; I quitted the body 

With an unburthened heart; I flew towards my 
home, that I might aſeertain whether I was —4 
maturely ſpeaking comfort to my ſpirit. 

At length I reached it. I ſaw the happy groupe 
aſſemblech at the door. Marguerite had entertained 
the ſame terrors for me, with which I had myſelf 
ſo lately been impreſſed. We flew into each other's 
arms. She hid her fate in my neck, and ſobbed 
audiblys I embraced each of the children in turn, 
but Louiſa with the moſt heart-felt delight. Are 
you ſafe, papa? Are you ſafe, my child? were 
echoed on every fide. A ſpectator unacquainted' 

with+ what was paſſing in our hearts, would cer- 
tainly have ſtood aſtoniſhed to ſee the tranſport 
With which we exalted, Aurrounded: 48 we were 
with deſolation- and ruim a 

After an interval — Wee our eyes, 
and began to ruminate upon the new condition in 
Which we were placed. Marguerite and myſelf 
watched each others countetiances with anxiety 
to diſcover what ern lkehy to be the feelings of 
either in this terrible criſg. Be of yr heart, my 

10% ſaid Marguerite. Do: not ſuffer the acci- 
dent which hag happened, entirely to overcome 
von! There was a mixed compaſſion, tenderneſs 
and anxiety. in the tone of voice with which 'ſhe. 
ttereg tioſe-euards, that was 3 de- 
* 

No, 
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u Nò, Marguerite; replied I, with enhuß alis 
impetudſity, — down; I. noven ſtiall be 


caſt down again] Rum is nothing to meg: ſol dong 
as I am ſurrounded with you and our dear children. 


I have for ſome time been a fool. In the midſt of 
every reul blefling, L have faſhioned for myſelf 


How eaſily tis the humum mind induced to forget 
thoſe benefits, with which we are eonſtantly ſur- 
rounded; and our poſſeſſion of which we regard: as 
{ſecure | The feelings of, qhis:zmorning:* have 


awakened me. ä — — o my folly.. I 
value my: domeſtic bleſſi 


have learned how o ngs 
as. I ought... Having preſer ved: them, I eſteem 
myſelf to have laſt nothing. Mat arg gold and 
jewels and precious utenſils 2. Mere dr and 
dirt! The human ſace aud the hartan heart, re- 


oiprocations of kindneſs and love, and all he uam 


leis ſympathies of our nature, theſe are dhe only 
objects worth being attached to- What are rank 
and ſtaton, the homage of the multitade and the 
applauſe of foals ? Let me judge for myſelf. 
The value of à mais in his intrinſic qualities, in 
that of hich power cannot firip him and-which 


adverſe fortune cannot take Way, That far 


which he is, indebted to. eirdumſtauses, is more 


trapping andutinſel. . I'thould loye- theſe precious 


and ingenuous creatures before ma better, though 
in rags, than the children of Kings in all the-pomp 
of ornament-. I am proud ta be their lather. 
Whatever may be my perſonal faulty, tha world 


is my debtot for having been the-ocaahon.of thein 


exiſteher. But the are endeated to me: by a bet. 
ter..principle than price. I love them for their 
qualives: - He that Joves, and is loved by a race of 
and virtuous creatures: and that hyes-conti- 


pure 
— in the midſt of 9 1 n 
AIDE: G 3 


. 


imaginary evils. But my eyes are now opened. 
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n ink himfelf Kappy! Surrounded as I am 
ad ſurtoundell, I feel as irremoveable 2s the pil- | 
Bre bf rn. Nothing that does not frike 
thelr-exiſtence,: can affect / me with terror; + 

2M bie wed me uch furpriſe add: Vine) 
_Now:indesd,>fail'ſhe, -yor are the man Irookyou 
ſor;\ xpd che man I — — | 
an ever to call my Ruſbund. The ſorrow in 


_ which you lately indulged, was luxury; and wo 
muſt rn Lou! müll de our 


had been comiitied;. — path I ad 
difeovergd;: in whith we might proceed fome way 
_ with4olerable caſe. Thie frene wastetrible. We 
wore indeed A whole province had been 
A theocors and the from of the 
Earth 3 moſt of 2 in many laces cattle; 
3 — and Derſons :who bad b. been rich 
m che morning, — the produce f their fields 
anmihilated, and were unable even to gueſs by what 
proceſt fertihtey was to be re- eſtabkffad. , The 
_ ebuafuratively;weatthy ſcarcely knew how they. 
were $6 obtain immediate ee 8 
cut; who abu live by the expedicnts af the 
_ diy, fav 7 Hothing e the proſpect of 
g With We vinneſſed in one 1. | 
two inflinces the of their de ſpair. 
ep Wäg — in any reſpeſt ban 


rhan idee den fac. fol differently: "Weiwere- 


more im theJjoyofoernperionaiiefeape.' 
As my error: reſpefting the vaiueivtexternals had 
pech üntommonly gr t, the uudan revalaton at 
| —— experiencedowas equdlly memorable, 
Phi ſurvey udeed- what e to ef the general 
en ſomewmkar ſaddened bur hearts; nutte 

209%. 9 | ſadneſs | 


ö 


ſadneſs it gave, dane chat of. FIG not of 99 


Jeon. 4 Ca | r 
It was incumbent. pan as 0k 4 Rr 


mination. into the amount of 
immediate reſources 3 and. in ih ab lg 25 
myſelf wich Marguerite, not aw; with a_ degree 
of chearfulneſs and application; the perfect contr 
of my whole. conduct ever ſince our 5 nn in 
Switzerland, but Which greatly e ded-. any 
thing I had ever before.exlubited. ig els, of 
this nature. We found that, hongh —"—_ hopes 
of a harveſt were annihilated, yet We ode? not 
deſtitute of the inſtant means of ſubſiſtence. The 
reſources we poſſeſſed, bether in money or pr. 
viſions, that were our dependence till the, perigd 
when the new produce ſhould ſupply their place, 
were uninjured. Our implements of  huſhandsy. | 
remained as before. The. land was. not impoye- 
riſhed, but had rather derived additional fer wity. 
from the effects of the ſtorm. . What we had. lolt. 
was chiefly the produce of dur capital for one 
year, together with a part of that capital. 98 12 
the live ſtock that had been deſtroyed... This 

a loſs which a certain degree of cors,and. Feral 
our external circumſtances might eaſily have 
bled. us to ſupply. But the n 0 of ſnpply 
was denied us, It was with gonfiderable ery 
that all the economy of Marguerite: had cnabled. 
5 port our family eſtabliſhment, w every. 
this kind had gone on Ferie Such 
LS the preſent we were totally diſqualified, | 
* e It Bent us ee 

* Wan a do RY, F: _ 
Maas — 7 our 
any greater adyantage in. 
. ourſelyes, i But they poſle 924 


Wh: 
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"Wre't they were natives of the ſtate in which they 
reſided: In the cantons of Switzerland, the de- 
frruction 6f"the fruits of the earth, octafoned by 
inclement ſeaſons and tempeſts, is by no means un- 
frequent; ; and it is therefore cuſtomary in plenti- 
You years, to lay up corn in public magazines, 3 
te op may not perifh. in periods of "ſcarcity 
magazines are placed under the inſpection 
5 pol of the magiſtracy; and che lahabi. 
tallts looked to them with confidence for the ſup- 
ply of chelr need. No ſtorm however had oc- 
curred in the memory of man ſo terrible and rui- 
nous as the preſent; and it became evident that 
the magazines would prove a reſource too feeble 
kor the extent of the preſent emergency. 
The ſtorm had ſpread itſelf over à ſpace of many 
"leagues. in circumference, not only in the canton 
of Soleure, but in the neighbouring cantons, par- 
"ticularly that of Berne. The ſufferers in our own. 
canton only, 4mounted to ſcarcely leſs than ten 


I "thouſand. While the women and children for the 


moſt part remained at home, the houſes having in 
general ſuffered little other damage than the de- 
fruction of their windows, the fathers of families 
' repaired to the ſear of D to put in their 
claims for national relief; and theſe alone formed 
bi an Immenſe trop, that threatened little leſß than to 
" beflege the public magazines and the magiſtrates 
An acchrate inyeſtipation? was entered into of the 
* loffes' of each, t being the purpoſe of government, 
as far as its power extended,” not only to fupply 
the people with the means of immediate ſubliftence, 
but alſo,” by diſdurſements from the public trea- 
fury, to recruit” the ſtock of cattle, and to aſſiſt 
cpery one to return, *with revived hopes and ex- 
pectation, to the ſphere" of his induſtry. The 
1 was no doubt benevolentz but in che mean 


time 


„ 
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time the unhappy rictims fonnd in uncertainty and 
expectation a real and corroding anguiſn. 

l advanced my claim with the reſt, but met bird 

a peremptory refuſal. The harſh and rigorous an- 
fwer J received, was, that they had not enough 
for their on people, and could ſpare nothing to 
ſtrangers. Upon this occaſtou I was compelled to 
feel what it was to be an alien, and how different 
the condition 1 in which I was now placed, from that 
J had filled in my native country. There I had 
kved in the midſt of a people, to whom the vene- 
ration of my anceſtry and my name ſeemed a part 
of their nature. They had witneſſed for ſeveral 
years the reſpectable manner in which I lived; the 
virtues of Marguerite were familiar r chem; and 
they took an interi ſt in every thing that concerned 
us, a ſentiment that confeſſed us at once for kin- 
dred and patrons: It was the turn of mind only 
which is generated by rank, that had compelled us 
to quit their vicinity; We might have continued 
in it, if not in affluence, at leaſt enjoying the gra- 
tifications that ariſe from general affection and re- 
ſpect. But here we were beheld with an eye of 
AY and diſtaſte. We had no prejadice of 
birth and habit in our favour; indeed, in the re- 
verſe of fortune which had brought us hither, 
Marguerite had been leſs (deſirous of obtruding, 
than of. withdrawing from the phblic eye, the cir- 

- cumſtance of our rank. We were too recent in- 

mates to have ſecured by auy thing of a perſonal 

nature an advantageous opinion among our neigh- 
bours. They ſaw only a miſerable and diſtfa ed 
father ofa family, and a mother who, in ſpite of 
the fimpheity ſhe cultiyated, ſufficiently eviniced 
that the had been accu · med to a more Uevated 
ſituation. The prepoſſeſſions of mankind are clearly 
unfavourable to a newebmer, an emigramt who 

has 
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: kas-quitted. his former connections and the ſcenes 
of his youth. They are unargidably impelled to 
believe, that his taking up his in another 
country, muft be owing to a weak and: diſcredita- 
ble. caprice, if it be not owing to ſomething ſtill 
more diſadvantageous to his character.. 
The calamity therefore which we had ſuffered 
in common with moſt of the inhabitants of the 
proxince, finally, reduced us to the. ne of 
a ſecond emigration. The jealouſy wich ve 
were regarded, daily became more die and 
more thrcatening-. Tho, in conſequence of the 
diſtribution made by order of the ſtate, the price 
of commodities was not fo much increaſed as might 
have been expected, we were conſidered as in- 
terlopers upon the portion of the natives; the ſel- 
lers could with difficulty be perſuaded to accom- 
modate us, and the W treated us with 
murmurs and reviling. While we were deliberat- 
ing what courſe to purſue in this emergency, cer- 
tain. officers of government one morning entered 
our habitation, producing an order of the ſenate 
for our immediate removal out of the territory. It 
is of the eſſence of coercive, regulations, to expel, 
: b and turn out of priſon, the individuals 
it is thought proper to contxol, without any care as 
to the miſchiefs they may ſuffer, and whether they 
periſh under or furvie the, evilLioflifted on them. 
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eſtate; I poſſeſſed, and, if there could, it muſt 
doubtleſs have: been diſpoſed of to great diſadvan- 
tage at ſuch an emergency. I know not how we 
ſhould, have extricated ourſelves out of theſe; dif- 
ficulties, if 4 member of the ſenate, ho, being 
one of my neareſt- neighbours, had been ſtruck 
with admiration- of the viewes of Marguerite, and 
with co for my family, had not paid me a 
viſit; ſhortly. after the arrival of the. officers, and 
offered to take upon himiclt the care 
of my property, and to advance me What money 
might be neceſſar for my emigration. This offer, 
which at any other. time might have. been regarded 
28 purcly a matter of curſe, under N a 
circumſtances, when capital was ſo neceſfary for 
the teviyal of agriculture in the deſolated country, 
implied a liberal and diſingexeſted {pirit. L accept» 
ell the kindneſs of my neighbour in both N 
but for the rcimburſament of bis Ican req 
him to the French miniſter tothe MNnited Canton 
who; under all the circumſtances of the caſe, and 
taking my eſtate as ſecurity; for the moneꝝ advange 
ed, 1 thought. it reaſonable to believe would at- 
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My dae belag thus for| adjuſted, - I. took 
leave: of my late habirations and ſet off with my | 
evening welarrmed at Balle,. where we were per- 
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freſh prohibition under the ſevereſt penalties,” if 
we were found within the enſuing twelbe months 
in any "of NP territories of - de Helvetic . 
public- . 
& 2 25d myſelf had dlecady formed our 
plath.- We began with diſmiſſing both our ſer- 
vants. An attendant was no longer neceſſary to 
me, nor a nurſe for the infant. The ſuggeſtion 
of this meaſure originated in myſelf. My tem- 
per at this time, as I have already ſaid, under- 
went a ſtriking change. I was reſolved to be 
happy; I was reſolved to be active. It was hard 
to part with perſons ſo long familar to us, and 
who! appeared rather in the character of humble 
friends, than "domeſtics z but an Are, ne- 
ceſſity ſeemed to demand it; Let us, ſaid I to 
Marguerite, inereaſe and ſeeure our happineſs. by 
diminiſhing our wants. I will be your huſband- 
man and dur labourer; you may depend upon 
25 nee. My education has fitted me to 
dure hard{hip and fatigue, though the hard- 
ſhips then thought of were of a different nature: 
You have ever delighted in active uſefulneſs; and 
will not, I know, repine at this agenmulation of 
employment. Let us accommoglate ourſelves to our 
circumſtances. Our. children, I. pereeive, are fated 
to be peaſants, and will therefore be eminently 
benefited by the example of patience and inde- 
pendence we ſhall ſet before them. 
The next object of our plan related to the 
choice of our future place of reſidence. This 
origihated with Marguerite. She had heard) much 
of the beauty and richneſs ofithe dountry border- 
ing on the lake of Conflarice/ and ſhe though 
rat, he- we denied durſelves fel a 
ſfures; of rather while they werd p — ig 
dur reach, there would a in ov po- 
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euring for ourſelves à ſtock of thoſe pleaſures 
which would coſt us nothing. This was a refine- 
ment beyond me, and ſerves to evince the ſuperi- 
ority which Marguerite's virtue and force of i mind 
ſtill retained over mine. The virtue I had fo 
recently adopted was a ſtrenuous effort. I rather 
reſolved to be happy, than could ſtrictly be ſaid 
to be happy. I loved my children indeed with an 
nafeigned affection. It was: with ſincerity that I 
profeſſed to prefer them to all earthly poſſeſſions. 
But vanity! and oſtentation were habits: wrought 
into my ſoul, and might be ſaid to form part af 
its eſſence. I could not, but by the force of con- 
ſtant recollection, keep them out of my! wiſhes 
and hopes for the future. I could nar;' like: ir- 
guerite, ſuffer my thoughts, as it were, 10: riot 
and wanton in the pleaſures of poverty. I could 
only reconcile myſeif to my fate by a fort of 
a loomy firmneſs. The tranquillity 1 ſeemed to 
have attained; was an unnatural ſtate of my ſoul, 
to which it was neceſſary that I ſhould reſoluteby 
hold myſelf down, and from which"my thoughts | 
; appeared ever upon the alert to eſcape. Bitter 
experience had at length taught me à hard leſſon, 
and that leſſon I was determined Wü ee 
ever pangs my reſignation might coſt me. 
We proceeded without hefitation in the directi- 
on ve had reſolved to purſue; Our whole journey 
exceeded the ſpace of forty leagues in extent, and 
the expence neceſſarily attendant upon it, — 
family, even after its reduction; conſiſting 
leſs than fix perſons) druined our purſe of a — 
part of the money which had been ſupplied tous 
| — bulges K —ð d to 
undertake the diſpoſing of the property er mee | 
— to leave behind us, and in the mean time, 
e inter val occurred before 
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-was: accompliſhed, to furniſh us with the ſums 
that ſhould be neceſſary for our ſubſiſtence. We 
placed the utmoſt reliance upon his fidelity, and 
uiſmiſſed from our minds all anxiety reſpecting the 
interval which our baniſhment had interpoſed be- 
tween us and the reſources meceſhey for our n 
ſeulement. 
pon — at Gade e, we en a let 
b Aon from our friend; and, though he tranſmitted 
to us no-freſh fupply, the complexion. of his com- 
hunication. was, upon the whole, ſo encouraging 
as t determine us, with no other delay than that 
af four days reſt from our journey, ta paſs to the 
other ſide of the lake, and explore for aurſelves a 
-fitdation ſujtable to our deſign: The weſtern bank 
ol the lake, with the exception only ot the city of 
Canſtance; was part of the pdys r:corrgensſ of the 
United Cantons ; thereafter. bank Was a territory 
dependent on the government. of that city. It 
was in this terfitory: that we pur poſed fixing ent 
reſidence and we truſted that qur affairs would 
ſhortly be put in a train to enable us to take pol- 
ſoſſtum of the ſpot we ſhould #$lo&ro2 oct nf ect re * 
Thus driven onde more into flight by ae 
ſure of misfortune and compelled to exchange for 
a land unknowa ile ſernes which familiarity might 
- have endeared, or tender recollections have made 
intereſting, we: did nat ſimk under the weight of 
aur adverſity. This removal was not like aur laſt. 
Switzerland wns to none of us endeared like the 
vales of At. Leon. I was not how goaded and tor- 
mented by ronſcious gullt in the degruę L had then 
been ; Marguerite was not afflicted by: the ſpecta- 
ele af my miſery. Our preſent change, though it 
micht be /denominatedr a fall, was light in-compa- 
riſen: with the, former; Nhe compoſure I had 
; 1 en A 
N all 
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all the gloſs of * To my companions it prov- 
ed contagious ; they were aſtoniſhed at my ſerenity, 
and drew from it an unwonted lightneis of heart. 
* Thus circu our tour had its charms 
for us all, and chere are few paſſages of my life 
that I have felt more agrecably. The lake itſelf is 
uncommonly beautiful; and its environs are fertile 
and intareſting. It is ſurrounded with an abun- 
dance of towns, villages, country-ſeats and mon- 


aſteries, ſufficient to adorn and diverſify the ſcene, 


but not to exalude the ſweetneſs of a rural ſcenery, 
or tha grand features of nature. We goaſted u 
part of the lake, that we might jud 
in; fone; degree, previous to our. landing, w 
part of ibe ſhore promiſed beſt to yield us the oh- 
Kd we fought: The amuma was now tommen- 
ing; the air was liquid and ſweet; the foilage was 
rich and varied ; and che vine. covered hills exhi- 
bited:a Wr and luxuriance of colonting. that 
no other object of nature or art is able ta. cope 
with. Surroundæd with theſe objects, I fat in my 
boat in the midſt of my children; and, as I was 
but juſt awakened to an obſervation of their worth 
and my owa happineſs; I viewed them with a tranſ- 
port that would be ill iluſtrated by being cqmpar- 
ed with the tranſport of a miſer over his new. re- 
covered treaſure from the bowels of the derp. 
Oh, poverty exclaimed I, with elevated and 
unconquerable emotion, if theſe are the delights 
wel attend thee, | willingly: will I reſign the pomp 
of palaces and the ſplendour ↄf . rank to whaever 
ſhall deem chem worth his acceptance! Henceforth 
I deſire only to dedicate myſelf to the Gmplicity-of 
nature and the ſentiments of the heart; 1 
will enjoy che heauty of ſcenes: cultivated by other 


hands than mine, or that are ſpread out before me 


by then author of the univerſe. IL will fir in (the 
midſt of my children, and revel in the luxury of 
domeſtic 
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_ -domeltic affections; pleaſures theſe, that may be 
incumbered, but cannot be heightened, by all that 
wealth has in its power to beſto w] Wealth ſerves 
no ołher purpoſe than to deprave che ſoul; —4 
Dee the fountains of genuine delight. 
Such was the ſpirit of exttation with ih 
vp; mind was at this time filled. Lam ſenſible 
thut it was only calculated to be trunſttory. I 
might learn to be contentedy I was net mod eo 
de ſatisfied in obſcurity: and a low eſtate. 
Thus happy and thus amuſed, welpen two — 
in coaſting the lake, landing frequently for the pur- 


"poſes either of variety or home. -antb-#egul 
[paſſing the night on ſhore. -Qn/thezevening''of — | 


ſec day, ue wote ſtracht wh the meat — 
ance and pleaſing ſnuaton of ac Which we 
:difcovered in our rambles about 4 me and a halt 
- from the lake. Wei fouadithar it was to be fold, 
2afd it ſeemed precifely:' to correſpond with the 
Iithes' we had“ formedauIlt was at u conſideru- 
ble diſtance from any populons neighbeurheod, the 
neareſt town being that of Merſpurg the uſual re- 
ſidente of the biſhops of Conſtance which Was/dif- 
tant from this ſpot not leſs than three 
The cottage was ſituated in 4 valley, the kills be- 
ing for the moſt part crowned with rich and ver- 
dant foilage, their ſides covered with vineyards und 
corn, and a clear, tranſparent rivulet murmuiting 
along from eaſt to weſt. In the diſtaneg a fe. 
ſimilar cottages diſcovered themſelves, and in front 
there was an opening between the hills, jaſt wide 
enough to ſhew us a few ſails as they floated- a 
the now even ſurface of the lake. We approached 
the cottage, and found in it only one - per * | 
intereſting girb of nineteen; who Räd Veffde 
from her birth, and had been eee for the 


laſt four years in amentlatve upowtiie 
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-of. her mother. Her mother had been dead only 
a few weeks, and ſhe was upon the point of xe- 
moving, as ſhe told us, to the houſe, of a brother, 
the, beſt creature in the world, Who was; already 
married, and had a family of children. While we, 
were; talking with her, we perceived a fine boy of 
about eleven years of age ſlipping along the mea- 
dow. He proved to be her nephew, and haſtened 
to ſay that — 26 and Mr. Henry were juſt be- 
hind, and would be with her in a fe minntes.— 
We waited their arrival, and it was ealy to ſee 
that Mr. Henry was by no means an indifferent ob- 
ject in- the eyes af the beautiful orphan; ſhe had 
probably: conditioned that he ſhould, permit her to 
remain ſingle, as long as tbe could be of any hſe 
to her mother. The lovers were well, fatisfed 
that the girls brother ſhould be taken aſide, that I 
might talk over with him the affair of the 
We made a taur of the fields that were part of the 
property of the deceaſed, and the terms 8 * 
intended ꝓurchaſe were eaſily adjuſted. Wigs 
+ Tho'we Cribs} — — 
poſe of our expedition, yet, as we had found unu- 
qual exhiliaration and ſweetneſs in the objects it 
preſented to us, we came to a reſolution of conti- 
nuing it ſtill further, and completing the circuit of 
the lake. We were aware that it would be vain 
as yet to expect to receive the money requiſite for 
completing our purchaſe; and, as no- pleaſure, 
merely in the way of relaxation, could be more 
delighttul chan that we were now enjoying, ſo was 
it impoſſihle that we could fill up our time in a 
more frugal manner than in this little voyage. 
Our gratiſication Was not leſs, but more perfect, 
becauſe it con ſiſted of ſimple, inantificaly unbought 
amuſements. The ſcenes around us were refreſh- 
”=g Fn irigoraings 5 they were caleulated, tem- 
| porarily 
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porarily atl eaſt, toinſpire gaiety and youth into de · 
crepitude itſelf. Amidſt theſe feenes we forgot our 


forrows ; they were # kind of ſtream, in Which 
weiinels' and dejection plunged their limbs, land! 
came forth untired and alert. They 4Walkened in 
the mind all its moſt pleaſing aſſociations. HAv- 
ing already, as we believed, choſen the ſeene of our 
future reſidence, we dukied ourſelves in imagirinig 
4 the accompaniments that would grow out Gf 
it. We determined that with health 
would not fail to be attended with'its' portion of 
Phe ſcenes of nature were ull our on; 
cduld wealth give them'a more perfect or a 
— ppre priation. The affections and chari- 
ties of habitude and confanguinity we truſted we 
ſhould feet unintetruptec; unmeumbered with the 
ceremonies and trappings 6f lfe, ogrvog NN 1 0 
which is their genial ſoil. | 
After a leifurely and delightful. voy: N of a 
days, we returned to Conftance. - We expected 
to have found bn our return ſome further iatelli- 
from the beneficent ſenator, but in this we 
Were difappointed. Phe imaginatien however 
eafily ſuggeſted: to us @ variety. of cireumſtances 
that might have delayed the buſineſs he had un- 
dertaken; and it was no foreed inference to ſup- 
poſe that he deferred writing, "becauſe he had 
nothing important to commuficate. At firſt 
therefore we ſuffered little uneaſineſs from the de- 
lay; dut, as time proceeded, and the ſilence 
of our protector continued, the affair began to 
aſſume a more ſerious afpect. The ſittle ſtock 
we had brought with us in our exile, was in a ra- 
pid progreſs of decay. We had managed it with 
Rae though not at firſt with that anxious 
ſohcitude, the neceſſity of which we now began 
to 3 We 1 bor ourſelves 
two 
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two ſmall and ihconvenient apartments in an ob- 
{cure alley of the city of Conſtance, We were 

in the act of meditating what ſteps it would be 
el ary to take in this unfortunate emergency, 
when intelligence was brought us of the fudden' 
deceaſe of the perſon upon whole: d 
exertions we depended. 

He was ſucceeded in his robe his nephew, 
a man of whom we had heard ſomething duting 
our reſidence in the neighbourhood, and pron A 
habits we underſtood to be diametrically the re- 
verſe of his predeceſſor s. In ſhort, he had been: 
repreſented to us as illiberal, moroſe, ſelfiſn and 
litigious, a man who, having ſuffered in one'part 
of his life the hardſhips of poverty, ſerupled no 
means, honourable or otherwiſe, of removin wy 
to the greateſt practicable diſtance. Ile had | 
ready reaped the ſucceſſion ſome weeks, when = 
heard of the event that put him in poſſeſſion of it; 
and the letters which I had more than once ad- 
dreſſed to our protector, had probably fallen into 
his hands. Theſe circumſtances afforded no fa- 
vourable augury of the treatment we might ex 
from him. The firſt thing which ſeemed proper 
was to write to him, which 1 accordingly did. 
I acquainted him with the nature of the tranſ- 
action between myſelf and his uncle, and ſignified 
how neceſſary it was that we ſhould: come to a 
concluſion as ſpeedily as poſſible. I repreſented 
to him pathetically the condition to which I was 
born, and the opulence in which I had paſſed man 
years of my life, together with the © contraſt 
torded by the preſent reduced and urgent — | 
ſtances of my family. I catreated him to exert - 
his generoſity and juſtige in behalf of an unfortu- 
nate exile, Whom untoward events had deprived 
oy as power of doing juſtice to himſelſf. 

To 
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Jo this letter I received no anſwer, Uucer- 
tain as to the cauſe of my correſpondent's ſilence, 
ar even whether my letter had been received, I 
wrote again. My heart was wrung with this 
ne adverſity. I was forbidden under? pain of 
perpetual, impriſonment to return to the territo- 
ries of the republic, and I. had; no friend to ſoli- 
cit in my behalf. In Conſtance I Wass utterly a 
ſtranger. In Switzerland my unfortunate habits 
of life, the depreſſion and ſolitude in Which I. 
had been merged, deprived me; of the oppottu- 
nity of forming connections. The deceaſed was 
the only perſon who had been diſpoſed to inter fere 
for me. It was too probable that the Silence of 
his ſucceſſor, was an indication of the hoſtility of 
bis views. I law nothing before me but the 

EN of my family periſhing with want, de- 
prived of their laſt reſource, exiles and pennyleſs. 
Thus deſtitute and forlorn, what could we do; to 
what plan could we: have recourſe? We had 
not ſo much as the means of providing ourſelves 
with the implements of the humbleſt labour. If 
we had, could I, under my circumſtances, reſolve 
upon this? Could I give up the laſt Gender: 
pittance of my children while, there Was a chance 
of recovering it; and, by ſurrendering them to 
the flavery of perpetual labour, ſurrender them 
to the loweſt degree of ignorance and degrada- 
tion? No; 1 ſtill clung to this final hope, and 
Was reſolved to undertake any thing, however 
deſperate, rather than part with it. Such were 
my feelings; and, in the new letter which I now 
— I: poured: out al he: hoguiſh of my 


ot _ . to this In Was It K nch : 
The heir of my protector infor med me, that he 


knew nothing! of the-buſinels to which I alluded ;. 
: that 
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that he had come into poſſeſſion of the lands I 
deſcribed, together with the other property of 
his late uncle, and regarded ' himſelf as holding 
them by the ſame tenure; that he found in the 
accounts of the eſtate-a ſum of money advanced 
to- me, which he might with the ſtricteſt juſtice 
regard as a debt, and purſue me for it accordingly. 
He ſhould be liberal enough however ſo far to 
give credit to my ſtory, and to conſider the ſum 
in queſtion as advanced upon a pledge of land: 
in that caſe, I might regard myſelf as ſufficiently 
fortunate, in having obtained even that amount 
at a time when, but for the humanity or weakneſs 
of his uncle, my eſtate would not have ſold for 
farthing. Meanwhile the forbearance which he 
proffered, would, he obſerved, depend upon my 
conduct, and be retracted, if 1 afforded him cauſe 
for reſentment. ' He added, that he deſpiſed my 
menaces and commands, and that, if I took a 
ſingle ſtep againſt m 1 . find | it terminate 
in my utter ruin. | 
Nothing could be more ervffights! n the 
ſtyle of his letter. But its importance was equal 
to its wickedneſs. It was abſurd to threaten to 
inflict ruin, on a man whom ruin had already: 
overtaken. ' Before the letter arrived, I had diſ- 
burſed the whole ſum I brought with me from 
Switzerland. This entire annihilation of my re- 
ſources ſeemed to ſteal on me unperceived. , 
Finding that all reply to my importunity ' was 
either refuſed, or deferred to an uncertain period, 
[ would willingly at all riſks have ſought the 
villain who thus obdurately devoted me and my 
family to deſtruction, and have endeavoured to 
obtain juſtice in perſon. But it was now too 
late. Before I felt the caſe thus deſperate, my 
finances were ſo far reduced, as to make it im- 
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practicable for me to leave my wife and children 
enough to ſupport them in my abſence, even if I 
kad determined myſelf to ſet out upon this pe- 
rilous expedition pennyleſs:” ' T' reſolved that, if 
we did penith, we would periſh together... 
Penury was now advan opon us with fiich 
rapid ſcrides, that the loweſt and molt ſeanty re- 
| ſources no longer admitted of neglect. Had a cafe 
thus deſperate been encountered' with timely at- 
tention; it is not © improbable” that ſome of tlie 
various talents I had acquired in the courſe of my 
education, would have furniſhed me With a means 
of ſubſiſtence, not aftogether plebeian or incomi- 
petent. Hut, with the 'uncertainity of my ſitua- 
non, and totally unaccuſtomed as I was to regard 
my. perſon or mind as a machine fitted for pro- 
ductive labour, I had not looked to this queſtion, | 
till the urgency of the eéaſe deprived me of 
every advantage 1 might otherwiſe have ſeized. 
Vas glad therefore to have recourſe to memal 
occupation, and ſought employment under the 
gardener of the epiſcopal palace, for whoſe ſer- 
viee I was fufficiently qualified by my ten years” 
retreat, in the Bordelois. That F might better 
adapt myfelt to the painful neceſſity of my fitua- 
tion, I previouſſy exchanged ſome of my own 
clothes for garments more ſuitable to the buſineſs' 
I now ſchcited. It was not till I had arrived 
vithin a very few days to the end of my reſour- 
ces, that even this expedient, by a fort of acci- 
dent, recurred to my mind. Marguerite, though 
fully aware of the urgency of the cafe, had, as 
ſbe aftepwards told me, impoſed on herſelf a com- 


poiſdry filence, fearing for the inflamed and 


irritated frame of my mind, and aware that the 
e of events would ultimately lead me to a. 
9 with which the dreaded to intermeddte.”” * 


This 
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This was for, her à trying moment; my lately- 
recovered aſanity obliging her to contemplate in 
ſilence our growing diſtreſs, and to wait the attaek 
of hunger and want that threatened to deſtroy us, 
with an apparent tranquillity and chearfulneſs. 
For me, fo entire a revolution had taken place 
in my ſentiments, that I ſpurned with = 
ſo far as related to myſelf, chat pride of rank 
romantic gallantry of honour, which had formerly 
deen my idols. I ſubmitted with a ſort 7 
contentment to hy fituation upon which my d 
tiny drove me. I regarded it as the natural reſult 
of my former miſeonduct; and derived a ſentiment 
of eaſe and relief, from thus expiating, as it were 
with the ſweat of my brow, the temptations to 
which I had yielded. Had I been myſelf only re- 
duced thus _— or had the produce of my labour 
been ſufficient to purchaſe competence for my wife 
and the means of inſtruction for my family, I can 
fafely affirm that I ſhould have found no conſel 
quence ſo direct from my own degradation, as the 
means of ſilencing the reproaches of conſcience and 
reconciling me to myſelt. But, when I returned 
in the evening with the earnings of my day's 
labour, and found it incompetent to the procuring 
for thoſe who depended on me the ſimpleſt means _ 
of ſubſiſtence, then} indeed my ſenſations were dif2 
ferent, ' My heart died within me. I did not re! 
turn after the fatigues of the day, which, tome 
who had not been accuſtomed. to unremitted las 
bour, and who now began to feel that I was not 0 
young as Thad been at the ſiege of Pavia, were 
e trying I did not return, I ſay, to 2 
t of r Io. I became a very woman, when 
I looked ward, and endeavoured to NEON to + 


myſelf the future fitation: of my family. 
tered my pillow with my tears. Often, e 
H 2 imagined 
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imagined. that my whole family were aſleep, I 
gave vent tomy. perturbed and. diſtrafted mind in 
groans : Marguerite would ſometimes ; overhear 
me, and, with, the gentleſt ſuggeſtions of her ad- 
mirable mind, would endeavour to ſoothe my 
thoughts to peace. For the preſent, as I have 
ſaid, my earnings were incompetent, and we found 
it neceſlary to ſupply the deficiency, by the ſale of 
oe arments, not in immediate uſe, that we 
poſſeſſed. What then would be the caſe When 
theſe were gone, and When, in addition to this, 
it would be neceſſary to purchaſe, not only food 
to eat, and a w_ to e 55 aſp WO: 0 
Ser N | 


*» > x th<; 6 


4 * „ 


*s oe? 


. The ee, 80 in Which I: Was now 
engaged, ſo different from any thing to which I had 
been accuſtomed, exceſſive 1 2 together with 
"the occaſional heat of the weather, the uneaſineſs 
of my mind, and the lleepleſſnels « of my. nights, all 
combined to throw me into a fever, which, 
though 1 it did not laſt long, had raged io furioully 
during the period of its continuance, as to leave 
me in a ſtate of che moſt complete debility. While 
the diſorder was upon me, 1 was ſenſible of my 
danger; and, as the brilliant and conſolatory proſ- 
- peſts of life ſeemed for ever cloſed upon me, I at 
"rſt regarded my approaching diſſolution with com- 
Placency, and longed to be releaſed from a ſeries of 
Voes, in e I has been e involved by 


1 


4 


i Ly 


ST. LEON, 137 
my own n folly. This frame of mind however was 


of no great duration 3 the more nearly I contem- 


plated the-idea of ſeparation from thoſe I loved, 
the ſmaller was my reſignation: I was unwilling 
to quit thoſe dear objects by which I ſtill held to 
this mortal ſcene; I ſhrunk with averſion-from 
that'barrier which ſeparates us from all that is new, 
myſterious and ftrange. Another train of ideas 
ſucceeded this, and I began to deſpiſe myſelf for 
my impatience and cowardice. It was by my vices 
that my family was involved” in a long train of 
misfortunes ; could I ſhrink from partaking what 
E had not [feared to create? "Phe greater were 
the adverſities for which they were reſerved, the 
more ought I to deſire to ſuffer with them. I had 
already committed the evil; in what remained, it 
was reaſonable to ſuppoſe I ſhould prove their: be- 
nefactor and not their foe. It was incumberition 
me to ſoothe and animate them, to enrich their 


minds with chearfulneſs and courage, and to ſet 


before them an example of philolophyandpatience. 
By my faculties of induſtry I was their principal 
hope ; and, whatever we might ſuffer combined, 
it was probable their ſufferings would be infinite ly 
greater, if deprived of my aſſiſtance. Theſe te- 
ions gave me energy; and it ſeemed as if the 
reſolute predilection I had conceived for life, con- 
tributed much to my recovery. Ins 501 
One thing which ſtrongly Gere the change 
my. mind nnderwent in this reſpect, was a convers 
ſation that I over-heard, at à time When 1 Wäg 
ſuppoſed to be completely in a ſtate of 'inſenſibi4 
1555 but when, though I was too much reduted 
to give almoſt any tokens of life, my faculties of 
hearing and underſtanding what paſſed around me, 
Were entire. Charles came up to my bed-ſide, 
Lid his hand upon mine as if to feel the ſtate of 


the 
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1 know that God is 
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the ſkin, and with a handkerchief that was near, 


wiped away the moiſture that bedewed my face. 
He had been fitted for many nurſe- like offices by 


'the unwearied attention he had exerted towards 


me in the paroxyſm of my inſanity. Having 
finiſhed his taſk, he withdrew from the bed and 
burſt into tears. His mother came up to him, 
drew Him to the furtheſt part of the room, and i in 
a low voice began the converſation. 

Do, my dear boy, go down ſtairs, 44 ot 
yourſelf ſomething to cat. Ton fre, Jour papa 
is quiet now. 

J am afraid that vill not t lit long, and then he 
will beJo refideſs, nd tols abont fa, 1 is god 
to ſee him. 

I will watch, Charles, aud ler yen K — IE 
2 mamma, Teannoc eat ne. I will by 
Jon w try to eat, Charles or ce you'wilt 
make — quite ill. If you were iI tooy in 
would be more than I could ſupport. e 

Iwill not be ill, mamma. I aſſure you 1 vil 
not. But beides that Ihave no ſtomach, I can« 
not bear to Est, when there is" Hardly eden er 
wy fiſterF. "7 

Eat, boy, do not boütäe yourſelf boar” that. 


We ſhall get more when that is gone. God is 


and will take care af us. 
good, but, for al chat, 
ane muſt not exprct to have every one 
wiſhes,” Though God is there are dend. 
ful 'mifortunes in the world,” and: 1 ſuppoſe we 
al have our ſhare of them. 

- "Come, Charles, though EN are bur a boy, 


you are the beſt boy in the world. Tou are now 


abnolt my only comfort, but you will not be able 


to comfort me, if * do not take care of your- 
felt. 
Dear 
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Dear mamma l- Do you know, mamma, I 
heard that naughty man below ſtairs count up laſt 
night how much rent you owed him for, and ſwear 
you ſhould not ſtay any longer, if you did not pay 
him. If I were a little bigger, I would talk to 
him ſo that he ſhould not dare to inſult us in our 
diſtreſs. But, not being big enough, I opened the 
door and went into the room, and begged him for 
God's fake not to add to your diſtreſs. And though 
he is ſo ugly, I took hold of his hand aud kiſſed 
it. But it felt like iron, which put me in mid of 
his iron heatt, and I cried ready to burſt with mor- 
tification. He did not ſay hardly a word. 

. He maſt be paid, Charles: he ſhall be paid. 

Do you know, mamma, as ſoon as I left him, L 
went to the biſtop's gardetis, and ſpoke to the 
gardener, I aſked him if he had heard that my 
papa was ill, and he fald, he had. He ſaid, 100, 
he was very ſorry, and wanted to know What 
hand we made of it for want of the wages. I told. 
bim we were ſadly off, and the man of the houſe, 
had juſt been affronting me about huis rent. Rut, 
fays I, cannot you give me ſomething to do, to. 
weedd or to rake ? I can dig a little to, and ſcats, 
ter feed. He aſked, if 1 khew weeds from. 
flowers ?., Oh, that, 1 do l lud 1. | Wall, thei, 
faid he, there is not much you ci do, but: you 
ate a good boy, and I will R the biſhop's, 
3 Tun 7 * mana, Ih 13 not the Je 
work, till T tee whether papa will get well again. 
While poor Charles told 15 arten 9 9 
guerite wept over fim, and kiſſed him again and. 
again. She called him the beſt thild in the worldg 
Aan fad that, if I were but o fortunate ag, to fe- 
cover, with ſuch à hüſbanct and fuch a fon, the, 
ould yet be the happieſt of Women. 
DS een TION 2 Oh 
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Oh, my poor father | exclaimed Charles. Ever 
Gate! the great hail-ſtorm, I .have every hour 
loved him better than before. I thought that was 
impoſſible, but he is ſo gentle, ſo. kind, ſo good- 
humoured and ſo patient! I loved him when he 
was harſh, and when he was out of his mind, but 
nothing ſo. well then as 1 have done ſince. People 
that are kind and ſmile, always do one good; but 
nobody's ſmiles are like my father's. It makes me 
cry with joy ſometimes, when I do but think of 
them. Pray, papa, added he, coming up to the 
bed-ſide, and whiſpering, yet with a hurried and 
paſſionate; accent, get well]! Do but get well, and 
75 5 be ſo happy! Never was there a V 

py or ſo loving as we will be! 

Il. he ſpoke thus, 1 endeavqured to put out 

my hand, dul I could not; I endeayoured to ſmile, 
but I was unable : my : heart was in a feeble,. yet 
ſoothin; tranquillity. The, accents; of, love I had 
: Heard Felt upon my memory. They had talked- 

of di reſs, bur the ——.— of love was upper - 
mat in my recollection. I was too · weak of frame, 
to ſuffer intellectual diſtreſs ; no accents but thoſe 
. 7 carried balm to my ſpirit, ſeemed capable 
of reſting upon my car. From this hour, I re- 

larly grew better, and, as 1 recovered, ſeemed 
to feel more. and more vividly how euviable it was 
o be the head of a 3 and harmonigus family. 


My. Tecoyery, however was exceedingly flow, = 


8 400 it was ſeyeral weeks before I had ſo far re- 
cruited my ſtrength as tq be capable of my ordi- 
mary . In the mean time the pecu- 

niary difficulties to Which. we were expoſed, 
hourly encreaſed; and the chearful, but inſigni- 
ficant, labours o Charles could contribute little ta 
the ſupport of a family. The melancholy —. 
5 of our Gituation might NR have been expected 


to 


5 
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to prevent the reſtoration of my health. At firſt 
however it had not that effect. It ſeemed as it 
the debilitated ſtate of my animal functions led me, 
by a ſort of irreſiſtible :nflinet, to reject ideas and 
reflections which I ſhould then have been unable 
to endure. I faw theanxiety and affection of my 
fail: and I was. comforted. - I ſaw the ſmiles of 

verite, and I ſeemed inſenſible to the languor, 
the ewe ene chearfulneſs they expreſſed, I did 
not perceive that, while I was provided with every 
thing neceſſary in my condition, my. family were 
in want of the very bread that ould fuſtain exiſt-. 
ende: 

My health in the mean time FRED 2 "and wy 
perceptions became proportionably clearer. Symp-, 
toms of deſolation and famine, though as much as 
poſſible - covered from my fight, obtruded them 
ſelves, and were remarked. One day in particular 
I obſerved various tokens: of this nature in ſilence, 
and with, that fort of bewildered underſtanding,” 
which at once labours for comprehenſion, and 
reſiſts belief. The day cloſed ;- and what I had 
perceived, preſſed; upon my mind, and excluded 
ſleep, Now for the firſt time I exerted myſelf to., 
recollect in a methodical way the ſtate of my 
affairs; for the ſeverity of my ills had at length 
ſuoceeded to baniſn from me all ideas and all feel- 
ings, but What related to the ſenſations. it pro- 
duced and the ohjects around me; and it was not 
without effort that I could once more fully call ta 
mind the — in which I bad been ec 
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I dwelt upon it, the more perturbed and reſtleſs 1 
grew. At length it became impoſſible for me-to 
| hold my contemplations pent in my own boſom. 
I turned to Marguerite, auc! ed Berz whether | 
BY the were aſleep. - 
She anfwered in the e the had been re- 
marking my reſtleſſneſs, and tengerty enquired 
refpoBting its cauſe. 
w long, . 1 | it finee I was taken win 
de Never f 
A month a replied a It was of 
the moſt malignant and diftreſſing kind, while it 
— 5 And I did not expect you to live. But it 
has left yon a fortnight, and T hope, Reginald, u 
find yourſelf getting Mong again. | * X 
And fo we are here in Een, me we have 
left Switzerland -- | 
Three months, my love ! 1 
F remember very well the letter e 
from Monſieur Grimfeld; has any further intel ; 
genes reached us from that quarter ?" FIG | 
None. | 
None! No fupply of any lind has reached. 
az 
Ay dear Reginald, tail of fomething-elſet" 
Yow will ſoon; F hope; be welt! our children are 
all ahve; and che c amilty,; that has not ſucceed- 
ed to ſeparate us, or diminiff our cirde of love, 
eyen by a ſingie member,” we' will learn; to bear. 
Ler us fix our attention on the vetrr prandens⸗ 
that open before us 
Stay, Marguerite ! 1 have other queſtions to aſſe. 
Before you require me to bear che calamities that 
have overtaken us, let me naderſtand What theſe 
calamities are. While we waited for intelligence - 
from Swirzerland; we expended the Whole ſum 


that we Þronger with 08," and” Twas ES? * 
re 
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hire myſelf to the See gardener for bread 
was it not fo? | 

Indeed, Reginald, you are to blame 1 Pray, 
queſtion me no further 

This was our condition ſome time 480 and 
now, for a month paſt, I have been incapable of 
labour. Marguerite, What have you done? 

Indeed, my love, I have been too anxious for 
you, to think much of any thing elſe. We had 
fill ſome things, you know, that we could con- 
trive to do without, and thoſe I have fold. Charles 
too, our excellent-hearted ſon; has lately hired 
himſelf to the gardener, and has every night 
brought us home a little, though it was but little. 

Dear boy ! What children, what a wife I have 
brought to deſtruction ! Our rent too, aten you 
have not been able to pay that? 

Not entirely. In part I have been obliged to payit. 

Ah, I welt remember how ffinty-hearted 4 
vretelr has got the power over us in that reſpect 
He has not turned us out of doors. He threats 
ened hard ſeveral times. At laſt I faw it was ne- 
ceſſary to make an effort, and the day before yeſ- 
terday I paid him half his demand. If I could. 
have avoided that, we might have had a ſupply 
of food a little longer. Lentreated earneſtly for a 
little further indulgence, but it was in vain. It. 
went againſt the pride and independence of my 
ſoul to ſue to this man, but A n n | 
my children | 
Remorſeleſs wretch [ Then every. petty. re: 
forites we had is gone? 

Indeed E do not know: that we has any OE 
more to ſell. I ſearched narrowly yeſterday z but 
I will examine again to-day. The poor children 
muſt have ſomething to ſupport them; ne their 
2 of late — Kantys 3 = 15; 

Their 
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Their fare! What have they eaten? 


Bread; nothing elſe for the laſt fortnight | | 

And yourſelf? . ' 

Oh, Reginald | it was neceſſary, you know, 
that 1 ſhould keep myſelf alive. But, 1 Were 
you, I have robbed 7 heh as little as I could ! - +. 

_ Horror, horror | Marguerite, what is it you : 
dream of? I ſee my wife and children dying of 
hunger, and you talk to me of hope and of proſ- 
pects ! Why has this detail of miſeries been con- 
cealed from mel Why have I been ſuffered, 
with accurſed and unnatural e . to feed on 
the vitals of all I love! 

Reginald |. even: ſelfiſhneſs itſelf wool have 
tanght us that! It is to your recovery * we 
look for our future ſupport! 

Mock. me not, I adjure you, with ſenſeleſs 
| wards: % Jou talk idly of the future, while the 
tremendous. preſent bars all proſpect to that future | 
We are periſhing by inches]! We have no-provi- 
Hon for the coming day! No, no; ſomething deſ- 
perate, ſomething yet unthought of, muſt be at- 
tempted l I will not ſit inactive, and ſee my off- 
Spring around me die in ſucceſſion. No, by hea- 
ven! Though I am ſtarving like Ugolino, I am not 
ike Ugolino ſhut up in ms Lane at ge The world is 
open; its ſcenes are wide; the reſources it offers 
are to the bold and deſpairing, innumerable! I am 
a father, and will ſne myſelf worthy oß the name 

Reginald] torture me not by language like 

this Think what it is to be indeed a father, and 

make yourſelf that! Be careful of yourſelf; com- 
plete your recovery and leave the reſt to me I 
ut conducted it thus far, nor am I yet without 
hope. Eight days ago I applied to the ſecretary 
of the palace, repreſenting your caſe as a retainer 

of the biſhop, diſabled by ſickneſs, and E A 
N * 7 
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tamily unprovided for. Till yeſterday I got no 
anſwer to my memorial, and then he informed 
me, that you had been ſo ſhort a time in employ, 
that nothing could be done for you. But to-day. 
I will throw myſelf. at the feet of the biſhop him- 

ſelf, who arrived laſt night only from the other 
ſide of the lake. 

Every word that Marguerite uttered, went: to 
my heart. It was, not long before the dawn of 
the day, and the truths I had heard were further 
confirmed to me by the organ of ſight. The ſen- 
timents of this-night produced a total revolution 
in me, and I was no longer the feeble convaleſcent 
that the ſetting ſun of the preceding daꝝ had left 

. The film was removed from my eyes, and ' 

eyed not the objects around me with a glaſfy 
eye and unapprehenſive obſervation. All the 
powers I poſſeſſed were alert and in motion. To 
my ſuſpicions and hurried gaze the apartment ap- 
peared as if ſtripped of its moveables, and left 
naked a manſion in which for deſpair to take up 
his abode. My children — me; I feem- 
ed to read the wan and emanxipated traces of death 
in their countenances. This perhaps was in ſome 
degree the painting of my too conſcious thoughts. 
But there needed no exaggeration: to awaken tor- 
ture in my boſom, when, thus ſtimulated, I ob- 
| ſerved: for the firſt time the dreadful change that 
had taken place in Marguerite. Her colour was 
gone; her cheeks were ſunk; her eye had the 
gquickneſs and. diſcompoſure expreflive of debility. 
I took hold of her hand, and found it cold, ema- 
ciated and white. I preſſed it to my lips with - 
_ agony 3 a tear unbidden fell from my eye, and 
reſted upon it. Having finiſhed my examination, 
took my hat, and was haſtening to eſcape into 
2m ſtreet, | Marguerite * my motions, and 


anxiouſly 
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anxiouſly interpoſed to prevent my deſign. She 
laid her hatid on my arm, gently, yet d me 
full of irreſiſtible 99 — £ | 

"Where would you'go ? What havs you pur- 
poſed ? Do not—Oh, do not, deſtroy a family, 
to whom your life, your . 10 er 
are indiſpenſible! 

I took her hand within both mine. Compoſe 
yourſelf, my love! I have been your enemy too 
much already, to be capable now, ſo much as in 
thought, of adding to my guilt! I need an in- 

for muſing and determination. I wil re- 
turn in à very ſhort time, and you nee 
. confident of my thoughts f 
With wild and impatient ſpirit 1 rephlſed in 
idea the whole hiſtory of my life. But principally | 
F &welt in recollection upon the marquis of Dam- 
ville, that generous friend, that munificent bene- 
factor; whoſe conffdence 1 had fo i repaid 
Damvilke F exclaimed; I, you truſted to me your: 
daughter, the deareſt ching you knew on earth; 
you believed that the wretch did not he Who 
eould be unjuſt to ſo rich a pledge. Look down, 
.. ook down; oh, beſt of ment from the heaven 
to which your virtues have ratſed you, and ſee of 
how much baſeneſs man, yes; the man you diſdain- 
2 not to call your kriend, i e But, no! 
Ake this micht well convert” the heaven 
5 dwell in to heil! ou truſted her to me; 
F have rohbed her! * You enriched her mind with 
the nobleſt endowments; I have buried them in 
the mire of the vileſt condition! All her gene- 
tous, her unwearied exertions are fruitlefs ; by 
my evil gemus they are blaſted I have made 
ker” mother, only that ſhe” might behold her 
children perifhing with' hunger They ſtreteh 
| out their Bands to ne for the ſmalleſt onions *of 
| that 
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that inheritance, which I have ſquandered i in more- 
than demoniac vice] This, this is the fruit of my 
miſdeeds! I am now draining the laſt dreps 'of - 
that miſchief, 'of which 1 have ſo wickedly,' ſo 

baſely been the author! 10 

As I returned, I met Mevgverite, who was come 
from her attempt upon the biſhop. He had re- 
ceived her paper, and delivered it to his ſecretary, 
that very ſecretary who had already diſappointed 
all her expectations from that quarter. She had 
attempted to ſpeak, to adjure the biſhop, ' whate- 
ver he did, not to deliver her over to a man by 
whom her hopes had been ſo cruelly fruſtrated; 
but the tumult of the ene rennen her voice, 
and the hurry and co overpowered her ef- 
forts. They however drew ſuch a degree of at- 
tention on her, that, in the diſſentions which re- 
ligious broils at that time ſpread in Conſtance, ſre 
was fuſpected of preſſing thus earneſtly towards 
the perſon of the biſhop with no good deſigu, and 
in fine was rudely thruſt out of the palace. She 
had not recovered from the agitation into which 
ſhe had been thrown, when I mer her. I eagerly 
enquired into the cauſe of her apparent r '; 
but ſhe ſhook: her head mournfully, and was ſilent. 
I eafily underſtood where the” had dern and be 
failure of her experiment. | . 

All then, ſaid 1, is at ar. * 75 Now; Mea, 
rite, you muſt give up your experiments, and 
leave to me the cure of evils'of which 1 only am 
the author. I will return this inſtant to the gar- 
den of the palace, and RN the Wn dae | 
merly occupied. © - = 

For God's ſake, Reginald, bet bl. it you. mien? . 
Vou have Juſt acquired ſtreugth to ſeek the bene- 
fit of ay.'> Phe leaft exertion fatigues you. At 


thi moment, the little walk yon have taken has 
covered 
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covered you with preſpiration. You could not 
dig or ſtoop for a quarter of an hour vithout be- 
ing utterly exhauſted. 

Marguerite, I u ill not fir 8 tamely, — ſee. 
my family expire. In many caſes it is reaſonable / 
to bid a valetudinarian take care of himſelf But 
our ſituation is beyond that. I muſt doſomething. 
Extraordinary circumſtances often bring along 
with them extraordinary ſtrength. No man 
2 till the experiment, what he is capable of 
effecling. 1 feel at this moment no debility; and 

I doubt not that the deſpair of my mind will give, 
redoubled energy to my efforts. 

While b ſpoke thus, I was conſcious that: [bad 
little more than the ſtrength of a new-born child. 
But I could not endure at ſuch a time to remain in 
inactivity. I felt as much aſhamed of the debili- 
tated ſtate in Which my fever had left me, a8 0 
could have done of the moſt inglorious effæminacy 
and cowardice of ſoul. 1 Was — ie — Fe 
lieve my family, or periſh in the attempt. U 
mp efforts were vain, I could not better finiſh. m 
career, than exhauſted, ſinking, expiting under a 
laſt exertion to diſcharge the duties of my ſtation. 

Me returned into the houſe... Marguerite took 
from a cloſet the laſt remnant of proviſions we 
had, the purchaſe of poor Charles's labour of the 
preceding day. There was a general conteſt who 
| ſhould e from receiving any part in the diſ- 
| tribution. Charles had withdrawn himſelf, and 
was not to be found. Julia endeavoured to ab- 
ſcond, but was ſtopped by Louiſa and her mother. 
She had wept ſo much, that inanition ſcemed more 
dangerous for her, than perhaps for any other of 
the circle. No ane can conceive, who, has not.” 
felt it, how affecting a conteſt of this kind. muſt 
e me, ſenſible as I was ade ad n 
ver el 
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their virtue and generous affection were the pre- 
lude only to their common deſtruction. I ſaid, 
There was a general conteſt who ſhould avoid all 
ſhare in the diſtribution; but I recollect that the 
little Marguerite, two years and a half old, ex- 
claimed. at firſt, I am ſo hungry, mamma But, 
waiching, as ſhe carefully did, every thing that 
paſſed, ſhe. preſently, laid down her bread upon the 
table, in ſilence, and almoſt untouched ;; and, be- 
ing aſked, Why the did ſo2. ſhe replied in a tone 
of, ſpeaking ae, Thank, yen, Lam ee, 
gry now 
This ſcene made an la om: on my ind, 

| never. to be forgotten. It blaſted,and. corru pted 
all the pulſes of my foul. A little before, J dad 
reconciled myſelf — poverty; I had even brought 
myſelf to regard it with chearſulneſs. But the - 
ſentiment was now reverſed. I could endure it, 
I could ſtee] myſelf againſt its attacks; but never 
from this dans, in the wildeſt paroxyſos of en- 
thuſiaſm, has it been the topic of my exultation or 
my panegyric. No change of circumſtances, no 
inundation of wealth, has had the power to obli- 
terate from my recollection what l then ſaw. A 
family periſhing with hunger; all that is deareſt 
to you in the world finking under the moſt dread- 
ful of all the ſcourges with which this ſublanary 
ſcene is ever afflicted; no help near; no proſpect 
but of ll. accumulating. diſtreſs; à death, the 
floweſk, | yet the moſt certain and the moſk-agonize 
ing, that can befal us; no, there is nothing that 
has 6 to rend ull the ſtrings of the heart like 
tbis! From this moment, the whole ſet of my 
feelings was changed. Avarice. deſcended, and 
took poſſeſſion of my ſoul, Haunted, as I per- 
petually was, by images of the plague of famine 
nothing, appeared to me fo valuable as wealth; 
nothing 
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nothing ſo deſirable às to be placed at the utmoſt 
poſſible diſtance from want. An Appetice of this 
kind is infatiable ; no diſtunce ſeems ſufficiently 
great 3 no obſtackes, mountains on mountains of 
gold, appear an adequate ſecurity to bar from us 
the approach of the monſter we dreud. | 
While I ſpeak of the ſentiments which in the 
Sequel Were generated in my mind by what 1 now 
faw, Lam ſuſpending my narrative in a criſis at 
which a family, — * amiable and virtuous, 
is: reduced to m t. 
diſtreſs. Fre) 
They are ihottieuts like theſe; that landen the 
human heart; and fill us with inextin ſtable hn- 
ted and contempt: for our ſpeties. ' They! tear off 
the trappings and decorations/of poliſhed ſociety; 
and ſhow it in all its hidtouſneſs. The wanton 
eye of pampered. pride pleafes itſelf with the ſpecs 
tacle of cities and palaces, the ſtately column — 
the ſwelling arch. It obſerves: at hand the buſy 
ſeene, where all are occupied in the various pur- 
ſuits of pleaſure or induſtry, and admires the con- 
cert; the wide ſpreading confederaty by means of 
which each after his mode is unconſciouſly pro- 
moring the object of others. Cheated by the out- 
fide ot things, we denominate this a vaſt com- 
bination for general benefit. The poor and the 
famiſhed man contemplates the ſcene. with other 
thoughts. Vabribed to admire avd applaud; he 
ſees in it a confederacy of hoſtility and general 
dppreſſion. He ſers every man purſuing his fel- 
Hi ends, regardleſs of the wants of others. He 
ſees himſelf contemptuouſſy driven from the cir- 
cle, here the teſt of his fellow- citizens are buftly 
and profitably engaged. He lives in the midſt of 
% crowd, without one friend to intereſt himſelf for 
his "6: ana He lives in the midſt of plenty 1 
the 
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the participation of which he is driven by brutal 
menaces and violence. No man who has not- been 
placed in his ſituation, can imagine the ſenſations; 
with which, overwhelmed as he is with domeſtic 
ruin and deſpair; he beholds the riot, the prodiga- 
liry, the idiot oſtentation, the ſenſeleſs expence; 
with which he is ſurrounded on every ſide. What 
were we to do? Were we to beg along the ſtreets 2 
Were we to intreat for Wretched offals at rich 
men's doors ? Alas, this, it was to be feared; even 
H we ſtoopet to the miſerable attempt, inſtead — 
isfying wants for ever new, would only prol 

in tlie Hitterneſd eee eee, wird W 
bg hoot. 23 I 

— — at this time ment "_ 
While meal I have · mentioned was yet 
unfiniſhed, a —— me in un- 
der its cover à bill of one hundred crowns; The 
letter was from Peter, the faithful ſervant, whom 
we had found it neceſſary to diſmiſs three months 
before, when we quitted our reſidence in Switzer 
land. It informed us that, as ſoon as he had 
from us, he had ſet our on Mis return to his native 
town, next adjacent to my p reſidence; that 
he found his father had died 4 Mort me before} 
ani that, from the ſale of his effects, he had reaped 
an inheritance, to triple the amount of the ſum he 
had now forwarded do us. He had heard by ac- 
cident of the death of our friend in Switzerland, 
and the character of His ſucteſſor, and dreaded that 
the conféqdurneet might prove Highly injurloas to 
us. He had fill ſome buſtneſt to Nude witch the” 
turviving branches of his family, but that would 
be over in a few weeks, and then, f we would al- 
low him, he would return to his dear mater, and 
afford us every aſſiſtunce in his power.” The little“ 
Froperiy Do had 6 * 
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him from being a burthen, and he would hire a 
ſpot of land, and remain near us, if we refuſed 
him the conſolation of returning to his former em- 
ployment. | 
What a reproach was it to me, dint L deltended 
from one of the moſt illuſtrious iB in Europe, 
the heir of an ample patrimony, and receiving a 
ſtill larger fortune in marriage; ſhould, by the 
total neglect and proſſigate \defiance of the duties 
incumbent on me, have reduced myſelf ſo low, as 

10: be indebted to a peaſant and a menial for the 
means of ſaving my family from inſtant deſtruction 
This was a degp and fatal wound tothe pritle ol 
my ſoul. There was however no ulternative, no 
poſſibility of rejecting the ſupply afforded us at fo 
eyentful a moment. We determined to uſe it for 
the preſent, and to repay it with the: earlieſt op- 
portunity; and in the following week, in ſpite of 
the remonſtrances of Marguerite, and yet feeble 
Rate of my health, and the penalties anbexed to 
the proceeding, I ſet off for the canton of Soleure, 
determined, 1 poſſible, to wreſt the little ſtaff of 
m family from the hand that ſo baſely detained it. 
I paſſed through Zurich and a part of the can- 
ton of Baſle without obſtaele; theſe parts of Swit- 
Zerland had not ſuffered from the calamity Which 
had occaſioned our exile; In proceeding further, 
L found it neceſſary to aſſume a diſguiſe, and to 
avoid large towns and frequented roads: I reached 
at the wen nen feen in which I. had fo. 
lately conſumed. twelve months of my life; in 

which, I,firſt began to breathe (to breathe, not to be 
refreſhed). from ruin, beggary and exile. | There 
Was no pleaſing recolleQion annexed to this ſpot; 
i Was a remembrancer of ſhame, ſorrow and re- 
morſe. Let, ſuch is the power of objects once 
alt, ile * Ane that my eye ran 
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over them with delight. I felt lightened from the 
wearineſs of the journey, and found that the re- 
collection of pains paſt over and ſubdued was ca- 
— ble of deog made a ſource of gratification; 
he mountains: among which J had wandered, and 
conſumed, as it were, the laſt dregs of my aſk 
nity, ſurrgunded me; the path in which L was 
travelling led along one of their ridges. I had 
performed this part of my journey by night; and 
Th firſt gleams of day now began: to ſtreak: the 
horizon, I looked towards the cottage, the diſtant 
view of Which had ſo often, in moments of the 
deepeſt deſpair, awakened in my heart the ſooth- 
ings of . and affection. I ſa that as yet 
it remained in its forlorn condition, and had under- 
gone no repair 3 While the lands around, which 
had lately experienced the ſuperintendence of Mar- 
guerite, had met with more attention, and began 
to reſume the marks of culture. I ſighed for the 
return of thoſe days and that ſituation, Which, 
While preſent e erde n 
ener ern Lata 


14 reprired to 1 50 houſe: of my — protector, 


now the reſidence. of — Grimfeld. He 


was a megre, ſhrivelled figure; and, though 
ſcarcely arrived at the middle of human life, ex- 
hibited all the marks of a premature old age. I diſ- 
claſed myſelf; to him, and began warmly to ex- 
poſtulate with him upon the profligacy. of his con- 
duct. He changed colour, and betrayed ſymptoms 
of contuſion, the moment I announced myſelf. 
While I preſſed him with the barbarity of his 
conduct, ts dreadful effects it had already pro- 
duced, and the inconteſtible juſtice of my claim, 
he ſtammered, and began to propoſe terms of 
accommodation, During this converſation We 
were alone. After ſome time however a ſervant 
entered the room, and the countenance of the 
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' maſter aſſumed an expreſſion of ſatisfaction and 
confidence. He eagerly feized on the occafion 
which-preſented itſelf, and; inſtantly changing his 
tone, called on his ſervant to aſſiſt him in ſecuring 
a criminal againſt the ſtate. I at firſt reſiſted, but 
Grimfeld, - perceiving this; applied to his bell with 
great vehemence, and three other ſervants made 
their appearance, whoſe employment was in the 
field, but who had now accidentally come into 
the houfe for refreſhment.” I had arms; but 1 
found ĩt impracticable to effect my eſcape; and I 
ſoon felt that, by yielding to the impulſe of indig- 
nation, and puniſhing-Grimteld on the ſpot for his 
perfidy, I might ruin, but could not forward, the 
affair 1 in which I was eng | 
I vas conducted to priſon; and the thoughts 
d in me by this ſudden reverſe, were ex- 
tremely melancholy and diſcouraging. Grimfeld 
was 2 man of opulence and power; I was: with- 
aut friends, or the means of procuring friends. 
The law expreſsly condemned my return; and 
what had I not to fear from law, when ahetted - 
and inforced by the hand of power? I might be 
impriſoned for ten years; I might be impriſoned 

for life. I began earneſtly to wiſh that I had re- 
mained with my family, and given up at leaſt all 
preſent hopes of redreſs. Jt would be a dreadful 
accumulation of alt my calamities, if now at laſt 
Land my children were deſtined to ſuſfer, perhaps 
to periſh, in x fince- of ſeparation 3 and: the laſt 
conſalations of the wretched, thofe of faffering, 


| 2 and eee with e 4 were. 


Full of theſe tragical ftrebodians; I theew "uy 
ſelf at firſt on the foot of my cell in a ſtate little 
mort of the moſt abſolute deſpair. I enclamed 


upon my adverſe fortune, which was never 


Weary 
A L apoſtrophiſed, 2 | 
an 
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and diſtracted accents, my wife and children, from 
whom I now ſeemed to be cut off by an everlaſt- 
ing divorce. I called upon death to put an end to 
theſe, tumults and emotions of the alt which 
were no longer to be borne. 

In a ſhort time however I red myſelf, 
procured the implements of writing, and drew up, 
in the ſtrong and impreſſive age of truth, a 
memorial to the council of the ſtate. I was next 
ta conſider how this was to reach its deſtination; 
tor there Was ſome danger that it might be inter- 
cepted by the vigilance and malignity of my ad ver- 


ſary. I deſired to ſpeak with the keeper of the 


priſon. He had ſome recollection of me, and a 


ſtill more diſtinèt one of my family. He concur- 


red with the general ſentiment, in a ſtrong averſion 
to the character of Grimfeld. As I preſſed , 
him the hardſſiip of my caſe, and the fatal con- 


ſequences with which it might be attended, I could 
perceive that he fully entered into the feeling with. - 


which I wiſhed. him to be impreſſed. He blamed 
my raſhneſs in returning to Switzerland in defi- 


ance of the poſitive prohibition that had been 
iſſued ; but promiſed at all events that my paper 
ſhould be delivered to the N to-morrow 


morning. 4 


I remained. three Jays without an inſide, and- 


theſe days were to me an eternity. I anticipated 


every kind of misfortune ; I believed that law and 


malice had ſucceeded to the ſubverſion of equity.” 
At length however I was delivered from my ap- 
prehenſions and perplexity, and ſummoned to ap- 
Paik before the council. It was well for me per- 

haps that I had to do with a government ſo ſim- 


ple and moderate as that of Switzerland. I ob- 


tained redreſs. It was referred to an arbitration 
of neighbours to ſet a fair price on my property, 


and. 
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and then decreed that, if monſieur Grimfeld re- 
fuſed the purchaſe, the ſum ſhould be paid me out 
of the coffs of the ſtate. He was alſo con- 
demned in& certain fine for the fraud he had at- 
tempted to commit. The affair, thus put in train 
as ſoon completed; and I returned with joy, 
having effected the object of my Journey, to my 
anxioys and expecting family. Soon after we re- 
a to the ſpot we had choſen on the eaſtern 
bank of the lake, where we remained for the ſix 
following years in a ſtate of peace and tranquil- 
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He Wi fahle erated and 3 PRO org he 
full of wrinkles, and, his hair and beard ag white 
as friow. Care Was wrikten j in his faces it was 
eaſy to Pp reety; ee had buffered much from, 
diftteſs. pore et in eye was Rill quick 
lively, "with « ito ag exp prägten "of, fulpiciouſngls 
and bade, is yore y hiob externally. 8 75 
00 o n&tHing? more thdr "a "robe It föfet 
brown; with a Sire of the ſame; was e 
threadbare, and Fa ged. He ſupported s tot- 
tering® ſteps, with a ſtaff; and; having. bis 
foreteeth, bie ſpesch was THdiſtint and pen 
to be comprehendely) His \ wretched ap range | | 
Excited my N n, the fa mie time that E. 
c ud ea il i beneath al is di ſadvantages 
t hat e ie Mic neh Bst or, ruſtic. 148 
ined and ſquafid* as he appeared,. I tought I 
pant ewe traces in bis coyntenance c of what . 
werd) been doth 3 efterpriſe,. Pfo- 
U cn ion, and ge 8 human, 
. 4. e ne A an 1 fg 
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the dobr, 
he partoolkef borh. Taſked him his, name and 
his country; e tei me chat he was a Vegen, 
tian, and that 9 as nearly as, I coul 
collect, was ee 17 
ſcemed however averſe " { pedKinz, and ©. 
queſted me do ſuffer im zo bees night in! 
habitati6n, * ' The was ing anger in dhe 1 
requeſt} a hofpäta e This [6rt being ne 
practiev of the ncighbovrhood ; and humanity 
Toke tk / - 1 '  woulg. 
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would have prompted my compliance, if I had 
not been ſtill more ſtrangly urged by an unde - 
finable 45 that began to ſpring up in 1 
boſom. I prepared for him a camp; nag 
es uſe or Ihe end. of my a n. AS 
onf 95 ik Was ready, he deſired t alone, 
on he" Wight" Teck in rel ſome 2 the 
ve he had. underg one. 'S 


1 ily ; and "therefore, AE ter 


&. Fetire! 

day: break 't "next, morning, I waited, on. bim 
to enquire 17 he had reſted, - He led 7 out. 
into" the ke Ids 5 "the. morning Was. genial and 
eXhiliratj flog., We. proceede ded till we. OUT: to a. 
rethred pot, Whic| had Frequently, been the 
ſoehe of f m Tolk litary meditations, ane there OL 
et ourſelves: F eo: bank. We wy been ga 


wally, fiſent_ uring the. walk. As f 
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K ummer-bouſe every t thing | that 3 was. neoulfary for 


m accommodation. by n 
did ſo. But 1 have. 3 wife to ben! have 


been married ſeventeen years, .a0d from whom: 


Ln have 8 r et ves. I told her of your. arrival; 


Lok ok, your appearance; L mentianed; your 

E 2 
It is no antes She has not 2 me. * 

name is gh Frimpieri Tam po. Faetian, | 
Who are vou then? 


Fe gu tall ne rer pow, i makes; yo 


elign to repoſe ja you, 


rt of. th 29 1 775 
N nas buried with me in the graves 
Dor. tha any; ons. who has hitherto-kpown wes 
know how, at- -what time, or. On, 1 255 
earth Tat! terminate my exit 
of oblivion: ſhall ſhelter me 70 hos kg ou- 
. riofity. "What 14 'Teqrnre. of Jon is, that you 


pledge your! 'hagopr Wl the faith 9 of a man, oo | 


vo will never _reves to your wife, vous o 
dten, or. any Füpan bein -what, you. may heres 
after know of me z apuithat-no: particular t 
felates. to my hiſtory-ſha be LL Hh till * 
leaſt one hundred years, after my gecea E 7 

Upon theſe, gonditions, Lam ſorry t hat A 
decline Our cbufjdence. My wife is: 


.myſclf; for the | laſt; fi rata leaf I * 


no thou ht in whieh has, not participated.; 
and tele bave been! e moſt olt tranquil, er 
years, of my ike, + My. heart was formed. by. 

ture for ſocial - ties; 127 has cor 


bropenſity; ang. I will not now conſent oy 


dos that ſhall infri inge on the happineſs ol mx | 


4 n 1 


*WhileT ſ poke, I EA, perceive. that my com- 
pagjon "Ax diſturbed ang nota At length. 


turmn ards 1 ca bok of le tempt, 
bs. Nele 1 * * 


12 | Fe eble 
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Feeble and eemindte mortal ! You are nei- 
ther a knight nor a Frenchman ! Or rather, 
having been both, you have forgotten in inglo- 
rious obſcurity every thing worthy of either! 
Was ever gallant action atchieved, by him who 
was incapable of ſeparating himſelf from a wo- 
man? Was ever a great diſcovery: proſecuted, 
or an important benefit conferred upon the hu- 
man race, by him who was incapable of ſtand 
ing, and thinking, and feeling, alone? Under 
the uſurping and diſhonoured name of virtue, 
vou have ſunk into a ſlavery baſer than that of 
the enehantreſs Aleina. In vain might hondut, 
worth, and immortal renown, proffer heir fa- 
vours to him who has made himſelf the baſeſt of 
— e things, - the puppet of a woman, 

he plaything of bet 199 wafting an in- 
go orious life in the gratiſication of her wiſhesgnd 

{ performance of her commands 

felt that I was not wholly, unmoved at this 
. The ſtranger touched upon the 
firſt, and foremoſt paſſions of my ſoul,” paſſions 
is operation of which had long . ſuſpended, 
bit which were by no means e in 
"oy. boforn. He proceeded: 

Bot it is well! *Y cars have paſſed. over.my 
add in vai, and I have. not ſearne di to diſtin· 
vi a man of honour. from a flave. This is 
| ovly one adquional forrow,to thoſe in which my 
fees een ſpent. 1 have 8 through 
&ve region of the earth, and? have found only 
difa ihtwent. 1 have entered the courts of 
prince s: . haue ue ompanie d the; mare. of at- 
mies; 1 havdpmetyi in theputridity of dungeons. 
J have taſte we vicaſſituds of ſplendour. ;apd 
msunneſs; es have I been le to. the 
fed8dta, and "th difficulty e ſcaped n public 
e "vary by makind, hunted 0 
| LN tne 


oe } 
»- — 


— 
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the face of the earth, purfued by every theft 
calumny, wthour a Country, - without a roof, 
without a friend; the addition that can be made 
to ſuch misfortunes fearcely deſe?ves a thought, 
While he ſpoke, curiofity, reſiſtleſs aro 
preſeiited felt qe a new motive, in aid of che 
ſenſe of ſhame which the ſtranger had juſt before 
kindled in my boſom. © His manner was incon- 


ceivably impreſſive ; his voice, though inarti- 


eukite-from' age, had an irre ſiſtible melody and 
volume of found, Wbieh awed, while. it 0 
the heut“ His front appeared open, large, aud 
commanding; and though he complained, his 
complaints fee med 10 de thoſe of &65ſcious-d is g- 
12 and innocence. He went on; 

Furewel, St. Lebh! Igo, and you. - thall es 
me, and hear of me do more? You will e 
when it is to late, the folly of this day's deter. 
mination. Fappear” mean and inſignificant ir 

our eyes. You think my ſecrets not worth 

your curioſity, und my benefits hot worth, you 
acteptance. Know, that 1 Henefirs are foch 

kings a ould bafter their thrones" to pirehale, 
und that my wealth exceeds the wes ar em- 
pires. Tou are degraded from the rank you 
once held among mankind. your  ehifdren " 
dined to live” inf "the inglofious. condition” 

peaſants 7 This day you! might* have” redeemed 
all your misfortünes; and raiſed yourſelf" to. a 
ſtation more luſtrous than that to Which on 
were bort. Farewet! Deſtiny Way mat ked obt 
you and yours for obfcurity und oblibion, and 


Jou do welt to rejeQFmbgnificenee and diffine- 


on when they ora gee for Lind: ac 


4 7: » i 7 +3 


1 Stop; eried I; 1:5 x ſtran er! Gin 
'a a momentis cif fot 875 und determine! 
"TO" had rifen 10 depart, with a geſture if 
1 re ſolutioa 
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reſolution and contempt, At my exclamation 
he pauſed, and again warned _bimſelf 30wards 
me. y { foul \ Was in tumults.. | 
"Anſwer me, moſt ambiguous and impenetra- 
ble of mortals l what is, thy ſtory ? and what 
rhe' "ſecrets, the diſcloſure of which, is Frasnant 
with canſequtences fo £xtragrdinary 7. | 
0. you recolle& the. conditions upon which 
Sy the diſcloſure. can be müde? 
©*What can 1 fay . Shall 1 ee to pak 
| with. Mat "which 25 ars has con gituted the 
ont y conſolation of BEN > Shall ſuppreſs-th 
nofity which now, torments me, and re 


the. = you pretend to. have the, ever is 4 


confer? 3 
I grant you p the ;nterya) fa e von de- 
Wand. 1 refuſe to place further. configenoe in 


Feu, till you have maturely examined, yourlelf, 
end rouſed-all the energies of youn ſpicit . 
8 the 15 vou undertake. 5s 
One word more. Von know pot Andes 
Hay, hey . from 
gur N "ot he is more worthy 9: it. than 
am. c Tring to m Own experience a 
| knowledge of the 9 can ſafely pro 
her the firſt of ber ſex, perhaps the &rft of hu- 
man beings. . Ae. 7 in this include her 
in your „ nd n 8 681 
„Be ſilent! Ih my. determigal ion; 
90 yo | ns {nou pale 1 
S | capnot, if 1 would, "repoſe. the ſe- 
rets OR preſs upon me in more than, a-fingle 
bro. It was upon this-condition I received 
the communication; ; upon this condition only 
can I impart it. I am 1 . fo die is the 
1 ection of. my ſoul, a confurnmiation. for which 


35 * i wylelf 


{37 E 1 
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impatientiy walt. 1 determined there- 


Wers COM- 
from the po . 


en Een. WH 
fitted 1 $i 1 am at "liberty to impart. them; G 


wh oh me condition, ad no other, 10 


may one Pl „ik you defire it, ſeek the relic 
of Sc * b ; 


W. thus ſpoken, the let aroſe from 


It Was je et all V morning,” nor. 0 


oy we tha cite" an 555 in our wal 
28 9 the 5 0 Th of . me 


105 


ph” Fu ted. 155 "ured, 


4.4, 


way 5 e bad, cam? fo 4, 35 95 5 
a 


Aae the 1 he Teeo 1 Hi 155 a 
kad 4 1 2 that 1 ele e ds 
e featetly” excited my 2 {cation At the 
- but after the 00 th $ had gulf 
panel, "they 1 Feturned diftinly ta my Memory, 
remainder of the. day ad hag 157 
bp BY by this, der diner dene, was | paſled 
e an great ankie! 4 k cuminated's with u 
WR 17 K and 95 upon, the 55 5 4 
of the 10 "Shall 3 mut Jab m ſelf 
gate. of N e ang infor mation,? S "It n 
i part of af ehe and fel minate ming to h 
1 Hon, vecaufe ke is not at liberty to 85 
ill 0 W another,” A # "aſe. 
he Neo er Pr, be able d. raiſe WE & 49, 


1 | Abt of. 1 15 nd. diftinRions. 
Fart [re uf 1 115 1 t, , "which i in a Te 
{ 


for which e 
75 at” 80 ih mpratticable” dif my "whole, 


bs 7h 14 e e 5 175075 4 

ed. wi articipation. of this wealth T 
in l pe at f i ty 0 to refuſe; 1 5 9 5 

been no Fricke i in hearing what N man has. to. 
communicate. YT WITT and always, be ma 


I 4 ter 


& 
| 
| 
6 
Het 
HEE 
1 
14 
| 
+ 
| 
1 
1 
1 
| 
! 
1 
| 
| 


- 
2 7 — — 4 
, 
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# 
* 


It Had deſtroyed. all romance, 1 had almoſt 10 0 


_ 


Wen 98 th the +hoouſe, Marguctite 


"an . | 1 . | 
Br wonder' that 1 tid. Not Come: pi: 
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C 9 


ter of my ſelf; nor can I have any thing perſo- 
0 


ally to fear from a man ſo feeble, crepid, 
ſo-tmaciated. . Yet what can be the gifts worthy 
of acceptarice, of a man who while he poſſeſſes 
them, is tired of life, and deſires to, die 3 or 

what the wealth of him who bears, about him 


W. external ſymptom. of per and 3 


The converfalion f had Jug held, FREY £4 
my mind the true feeling of my preſent ſi ityation, 
The wounds of my ſoul had been lulled, 1 into 
2 inſenſibiſiiy; but they werte in a 2 

in whioh the flighteſt accident was, capable of 
king them Bleed afrcſh and; with all. 
ner violence, 1 had rather ſteeleg 1 my, min 
5 eudute what ſeemed um voidable, than re 
e6neiled myfelf to my fate. The you | 
bons of my ſoul, which my early Years. 
written hats i in characters ſo deep; were: by 
means: eee d. F? could not neg. 
| mY of rank with an impartial, eye,” 4 
ot think of it Alternative of) & ain! 
elch for my children Wach i erence. 
br moſt of all, Pati ue nh 1 had experienced 
for them of hunger and impending deſttuſtion 


by famine; had pr oduced 9n indeli 'jmpreffion. 


Ps 


1 5 10 my ' wind. Pts eve Nh 
Ap pe uch of a red-hot i kon, 
F ner "anc more etherialiſed. ' nerves 7 my 
me. it had planted the ſordid love: * 

my heart; there, by its bane ful vegelatien, f 
a, its nobler and more ſalubrious wp nay 


TA © 


Ibo and” partake "of 'of} 19M e in, Hp ho 


* 111 Nef Pas ad 
* ? | 
922 
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mien of my family. She aſked, whether he 

were :ndifpoſed, and whether he did not ſtand 
in need of ſome aſſiſtanoe that ſhe might afford 
'him? Perceiving however that I was deſirous of 
Taying as little as poſſible reſpe ting him, the 
preſently became ſilent. I oould ſee that ſhe was 
Hurt at my incommunicativeneſs, yet 1 could 
not prevail upon myſelf to enter into an eK pla- 
nation of the cauſes of my taciturnity. Ours 
was a family of love, and I could obſerve that 
the children ſympathiſed with their mother, and. 
ſecretly were ſurpriſed at, and lamenteq my fe- 
ſerve. There would have been little in KB in 
Fehde any other family but ours. But the laſt 
x years had been ſpent by us in ſuch prime val 
ſimplieit y, that ſeacecely one of us had a ec 
but what was known to the reſt. Margueru 
_oheriffied my. frankneſs and unceſerve with, pe» 
culiar_2eal ; ſhe remembered with ine x; 


could not eee the file hoe 1 546 vn * 
for the preſent occaſion I relapfed, as a portent 
of evil augury. Charles, who was now fait en 
years of age, recolleQed the period of dur Fain». | 
ed amen, when he hay been alone- with: e 4 
at Paris, and part ook of is mother's fee ings. 8 
'A* trifling e e at this time, | 
gone d by the litthe Marguerite, now eighi ytafts 
of age, "rendived* the refttainr under Wbick 1. 


laboured more (memorable and ſtrikißg. 'Sha- .. 


had left a little book of fairy. tales, in w ene 
had been reading the day: before,. in ine Tum 
merh uff. At fivit the did nöf recolle@ With. 
by become of it, and etaployed hr of in ſt uren 


| fbr it | with” great alliduity, Of” a ſudden 
1 however ſhe remembered e fit had read n 
5 be - 


** 
2 
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F laſt ; and, arg with exultation, it is 
in the ſummer: houſe! ſprang forward. to fetch 
"It; detained her, and told her there was a 
"fick" gentleman, there that ſhe would. diſturb. 

Then, dear Julia! rejoined the, be ſo good gs 
"to get it for me; you-are ſo quiet and fo Care 
15 you, never diſt 555 body. 

My love, anſ wered I, nobody mult get it for 

"he. gentleman chooſes to be 125 "4 


"oc not let. any body come to him. Von 
ave it ah ginger: 


de, Papa, I ant it now. 4 put it away 
15 12 Ig: gn giant had hut up the 
a in the SP w 0. came 15 ta! e- 
$I 10 4A Was. obligey to put 1 any * 
* ; becauſ . "mama called me 10 g0 to. 
2 355 is, to, know. what, w; will 1 of 
Em, yOu cannot thin * 
We e fois forry 27 
ut. ET OUR earn to have pai ener 
Do To know, Bre 15 walked in the paiden. 


w 1005 


fen. And fo, not thinking” of any 

Ning, ei, as he. ſummer-houle ; and IL. 

aried to IN, e door, * I 95 Wi * 

ung Nt. 3 ked. $80, thought ulia was 

1 5 1 {pic 5 d 1 115 hut 
4 bo 


n 
c 0.1 "knew Julia Was 

Bot 1 16 5 4 — as: fare 9 705 have. 9 2 
2 Fee, 9 7 limbe TY the 112 5 of 
4 and wed to. 150 t th E window; 
ä Rag could not ct 
2 ek the, top them. 3 5 T walked all 
Sound. th he fumeper- Mi and, all ye ſhutters 
fe Apa, 9 Fs not let. a 

Hen gebn aaa the, 5 bo 9 ſhuts all 
ths ſhytiters, and locks the, ws | Yo always 
uſed. to 9 80 inte every room 1 liked ; 1 
40 


. * . but SIO 5n N | | 
N T nd. 


Mts 2 Me il Ke hgh "a, 2 


| 15 h 
AN edu 


was about to engage. Ik this flight,and, _ 


" Tepfbſents his in be? He deelarey bim e 


big de Fiete bumble, 
y LEY 9 855 5 


0 1 J 
dor. "tro. : 165 


upd bot themſelves up ep . le ts Wg in mind 
bd ants with their ages and their t 
10 Vo, ſhall be quite ee 10 Ny 7 


0 


Ss 


118 t! 4 


ed 1 barraſſment 1 


and chade th the dana gf of the eaſe more com 
ſpicuous. . Finding her, pen e inſiſting 
a topic that was diſagreeable ta me, het 


motber called her from nig, and put het ypon 


ſome oecupation. that. ſerved Wi divert. 4 A 
tion. I felt like a Ee Bi th e Joey 


fetvo ker 9 al or. the Pon er 10 Sa 
my uneaſineſs. 5 


Theſe F Sa n e in the * 
ginning of a N ion of 
nt "of. GY 8. 6. a nl 


ſummoned the hal 7 , 
mig ght ſtrietix conſider” 19 fs eh | 


hint of a ſecret is felt both by ae 
myſelf with ſo mueh une gſine 1 0 and embar 
ede who ill be 7925 ſituation, if Ig an to 
gcept the ſtrange 2 and deron 
depolitary of { ap-areapum ſo important g 


to beſtow upon aide 1116 N N. 
tin they ſee” my. ne Ta 8 
pearanee 40 Peer | 
8 able 10 age the 
n th mil Jo! 2 5 „Ben 
1% 18. Fe pi | | 

1 8 WE as; ay 79 
halle 5 en formed 
d i wee ed banks of ths On 


ronne, - 


oY 
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ronne, and we ha Qured t — n 
of happineſs i eg on "Jap 1 1985 
city of Conſtance. But theſk ere Httſe god im- 
15/68, compared” with het 1 Now 'enj6ye. 
the firſt, ſituation children were kante, 
. n DEW oe: bt ep yrs 
13 her was He kh ir Y- Bye; and | 
Abe in my eys at leaft, > one "of © her 
rfons!\attr{Qtions. Her intel uat dec 
Pits Were moch greater than, ever. He 
aderffanding” Was matyre ed, Her Judement de- 
Ace d, her er pe fit enge 1965 Lochp rchenfive,” As 
e 5 NaAts dk 215 110 TY 7 7 
N as Jayful; her conver 
= Nes er, and" Ap Bak moteamufl 


naproſoing; The matronat c Haracter ſhe hb 
| E had . had no other effect ob her feet-. 
In Shot VA Wig more" 'deep, more. true 


Wager fre i ofition was more 4h» 
SRRionste tha "had event! en, e 


e füt e 10 * He r attach 
Wer chte N excmp by. pinch der vic 
dee viſinterrupt ag, mz RIF, Cj: 1-3 750 


"YeuRome'd, in in" Met, refated cd our thiatunt 
love, to enter into kentitſents ang inclidz- 
font wn fo jut a 355 of egualty and Kkjndocfs, 
L * e de tro hot ee by 
e ol „ 701 e "rag er Re . 
| bei e mort i raved: "Ta, * 
ty 15 eh re e Fo", our offspri 
We it 18 ours, wget in, fir I 
faperfictat Tpeeutarors 19 * ophden, the: wed 
— 55 Tefs as The” ECe ry e FR 
hd Loni mb id,” thin as a wiſe provilfor's 
hatbre for "the petpetvalion ofthe e . 
15 o Mp, the” cafe "ferent," Our 
l engere 5 e WTR 
— ae 15 hr A 545 a2 eve! 1424. 
: Beet 91 5 
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Ne viſible to an im partial by- gal 
y as to ourſelves, Ther then ceaſe to de merely 
the objeas of, gur ſolicitude,. and become our 
companions, .the, partnerz, af out ſemimentos, 
and the eounſellors, f Cu akings. Such 
ot leaſt was an) caſe. at at the preſent, period. Char- 
6. who: was now ſixteen, was manly beyond 
is years. V bile the pative fire of his diſpoſition 
ys tempered Fo adverbitys! Y an .humble.ſuna- 
205 5 158 ardour,of, Hlial aud fraternal 
aff lia, who, was.wo years younger, 
n= | ly moe intexelling by the mildne ſe of 
bar doit Wop and thei tenderneſs of her ſcaſin | 
bility. was only. twelve; but, as ſhe was 
extremely ward e, and, had an uncos 


quick and accurate ſpirit. of imitation, ſhe.ren= 
deted herſelf e uſe ſuk to her mother. 
Margyerite,, Not ani ng. and, amuſe ment f 


0 L have ſaid, juſt completed 
Nt Katy year 1505 W Nia un 19 
Des ecpußte utes of gratifigation,,whep 
U. is; not a-ſource of uoeafine ſs, to. ſpeak from 
"wy, own expefience, which a parent. fgds in the 
fociety of bis children, is their jndiviguality. 


139.8 15 en We wisse, and 
bp, be Almeſt i 4 on 


Cath as Wie Day hayg' ar will. F owa, 
xg] be conſp fplted. ne eee "A 1 18 | 
y 10 them, as Al oh e general mother 
15 But 1 hop 2 fl: Dol ny "aſks 


E ok on 15 e * 
N 8 Ae fe rene, io dhe 
@ourted,” Th Aud W ſuleeptible of he. war 
wh catalogue : of, human paſſions, capable of 

Feſehtmen nt Dog gratityd e, df indignation. and! 
BY, e ang ſubmiſſoo.”. It is be 


* N 5 Py 41 15308 10 41 Ws vs 1 . 


— . 


2 


_deferve it. I could not congratufate my 
| vpon your" correſpondence to my wiſhes, if me 


- elaſd than art bs formed thar Thove this. 1 


cannot'be intereſted about objects inanimate or 
brute. Preq vire a ſomewhat that ſhall exerciſe 
ent, and awaken my moral feelings. 
to me to myſelf, and be 
— andther. I rejoice to ſtand before 
vob, at once the defendam and the judge. 1 


tejotes in the reſtraint to which yo⁰ỹf Tage! 


dent character ſubje ct me, and it will be my 
pride to eultivste that independence in your 
mind. E would negociate for your affe long 
and confide net, and not be foved by you, but 
——— as I ſhall have done ſomething xl 
fe 


bad not been in your power to withhold it.. 

White Tindulge myſelf” in this vein of . 
non I ſcem again to fee, my family, as ahey 
furrounided me in the year fficen hundred and 
forty-four, Marguerite the partner” of m fe, 
hartes che brother of my a the blobming 
Jalia, che ſage Ebufſa, and the play ful dudette 


of ie yore af Ho riehly fornſhed, how, 


ebeerful;/how'heart- 'reviemg appeared to me the : 


apurt ment / in which! they were aſſembled >> 


dwell upon the image with fopd aft LY ant 
ht. Where are they e 1 : 


— Thayer 
wall this Kupriefe: 'been: «malieioully,'0n 


mined; snd ite bo Yſtioyes !“ T0 bm 
bbek om it, it ſeems like” the id1k Bbrick''s 


_drevin.” Fawake, und find myſelf alone? 5 


Were really fuch Perf? N51 19 8 dife- 
perſed > "Whither are they” g0 ne! 5 0 $ 
folitode e 0 e 9 
been ebndembed! T ſee Rath ing arou 9 

bet ſpeechleſs. walls) Gf Hilmhati faces ALTA as 
Rivle toe he walls themſelves} 5 


| plied 2 e do; my e 
—_— I will not anticipate. - . 


8T. oN. 
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quited in the cou ſe of the day; 1: He ſcemed in- 
diſpoſed to ſpeak, and ue exchanged 
more than two or three words The next morn- 
ing was the implied time to which the queſtion- 
of his ecufidence was deferred, and, Lwent to 
him with the full greſolution of tefuſing it. 
Whether itt were that he diſeerned this refolu- 
tian in my countenanees ot that. in the inter- 
val thabelapſed,: he had formed a meager opi- 
nion of my character, aud thought me unſit for 
the purpoſes he intended I; ſheuld anſwer, cer- 
tain it is that he antieipaled men At! the fame 
time he magnified: the importance of the gifts 
he had to communicate. He expreſſed himſelſ 
aſtoniſned at the precipuateneſs, of his xeſterday's 
„lt was not till after. muchtoiaband 
long probation.thati hey culd ehooſe himſelf u 
oonſident. was nat au ire ſent ſjt for the h- 
racter nor perhaps evec ſhould ber Phe talent 
he poſſeſſed Was one pan which the fato of n- 
tions, and. af the human ſpeoies ; might be matle 
to depend. Godhad given iti for the cheſt . and 
higheſt pucpoſes a and ·veſſel inowbich lit was 
de poſue d. muſt i he pur ie d from cha · alloꝝ of 
human frailty. It might be abuſed; and applied 
to the moſt atrocious; de ſigns. lit might blind 
ade pnderſtanding af the: wiſeſt, and corrupt the 
integrity of the nobleſt. It might oventurn hing - 
goqise and change the whole order of human 
Jegicty, imo anagchy and barber iin It naight 
#ender, its poſſeſſon the univerſal plague or the 
univerſal Tyrant of mankindarmo- 1 ng meg ..- 
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not qualified for ſo important a truſt. You ar 
not yet purged of imbeciliy and weakneſs, — 
Though you have paſſed through much, and Hud 
-conſiderable experienee, you are yet a child. 1 

had heard your hiſtory, and expected io find you 

eigerent man. Go, and learn to know your- 
ſelf for what you are, frivolous and inſignificant, 
'worthy to have been born a peaſant, and not 

„firted to adorn the rolls of ehivalry, or the rank 

to which you were deſtined “/ 

There vas ſomething fo inoperative | n the re- 


. 2 and contempt of this venerable ſage, that 


made i impoſſible 10 contend with them. Ne- 
er was there a man more ſingular, and in whom 
were united greater apparent contradictions.— 


. Obſerve him in a. quiet and unanimated moment, 


Jon might almoſt take him for a common beg 
Serge Poor, poor, miferable wretch, in whom life lin- 
geredj"and- inſenſate Rupidity reigned, Dot, 
when — i in any ofthoſe points- 
am ohteh ir was most abe, he roſe at onoe, 4d 
a giant. Ilie voie wos the voice of: 
Mader f and rolhng im a- rich and ſublime 
Kell, it arreſted oy — hike it- 9 


1 7 : — „ to feel as if- it; 
man crete en wirr whom 1 was 


l 


What u ſtfange ak eontegdiQ@vry: being 
gone to the ſummef-houſe 1 
morning, with a firm reſolution ſo refuſe th | 
gifts and the communication of the ſtranger. 


— 


the 
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the whgle;. preceding day had me, 
while ! formad-this ſalon inf wastheafol, 
and 1967 conſcious of re & itude and ſtrength of 
mind. Weheaply we prize a gift which we 
imaging lo be already in oue power With what 
philofophical indifference do-we-turit on every 
pde, - depreciate its, Warth; magnify its diſad- 
vantages, and then pique onrſelves upon the 
ſobriety and juſtice oe eftimate we have 
made H hus it was: wü me in #heipreſent tranſ- 
action. But When 1 had reeeisad ihe dheck of 
the firahger,/#nd- ſaw the propoſed» beneſu re- 
moved to a yaſt and unceriain diſtance; then it 
reſumed ah its charms. I hen the» eontraſt of 
wealth, and poyeſty-flaſhed upon my ſoul. Be. 
fore, L had queſtioned the reality of thei ſtran- 
ger's ptetenſens, and — whether he 
might not be an artfuf impoſtor But mo 
was clearneſß and cetiainty. The adynntagen af 
wealth paſſed; in full -review; before 
8 I ſaw hor ſes, palaces, and»theic 
furniture z, I faw the. of exhibition 
and the train of atrendants, objects which 
been for. ever dear io my pustile imagination ; 
5 comempfated the honour; love; — 
troops. of friends, which are ſo apt to. attend 
_ upon wealih, when diſbarſed wirke 6 moterate 
degree of dignity- and monificenes- When I 
compared this with my preſent. poverty and des 
ſertion, | the, meanneſs; of qur-appearanery; 
_ daily Jabours, he danger that am vintownrr ie 
eie nt might fine us im rhe, dea pe ſt diſtreſs; an 
the hopeleſſneſs that my ſon or his poſterit 
hu ever riſe 0 that honour and diſttonj¾D⁵,j 
te which they ha been deſtined, the eſſſt 
bar too powerful: OW 299 f Mb v, 
Another feellug came ſtill furtben in did / uf 
a un ROE 3 * was 
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che firinger had left upon my mind. This 
ſeemed-to be his great art, if 'in-reality his con- 
duct is to be imputed to art. There is no ene - 
my to virtue ſo fatal as a ſenſe of «degradation. 
Self. applauſe is our principal ſupport in every 
Mberal. and elevated act of Mrtue. If this ally 
can be durned vgu,jt us if we Tarr be made te 
:aitribe;baſeneRzeffeminacy; want of ſpirit and 
adventure 40 bur virtuous refolntions, we ſhall 
then indeed, feel ourſelves ſhaken; | "This was 
preciſely my ſituation. The ſigure I made in 
my oben eyes way rHeay Fwas patient of thy 
hong Ibeieved that Thad ſhown 
myſelf unoribus and effemigate, ut u time xhat 
miſt haus ruuſtd in . he ou man, If 
dbere had been d. fpark of mafflyiſpirit lotet in 
miy a breaſt — with 
thenomprations of" thei ſtranger," and mu de rte 
unxious to poſſes e offered 0" ac 
Septance rn Wen ite gen | 1 b 
i h ot Wber esel | 
my ſeruptes is fn the MAES otte ſin 
| —— wife 280 family. THIS ſeru- 
ioereated/ by * an pre Sr 
— im which we Have been accuſtemed 
10 live. Other men have cheſr ſeerets; nor do 
they find their Homeſtio trdngqui!lit broken by 
that dircumſtanee. PNG AS fd 069 not ealt 
r his vemüfegz 
tho ſtateſman dee hot unfbfd ; to her his pol 
Dee *the whrvior toes hot take 
advice upom the plen of his 'tamfaign; the peer 
ene 61d His epi. 
ſodes. To ether men the domeſtie feene 75 the 
Telaxation of thetr cares“; when entef ft. 
- they difmifs' the bufſheſs of the day, amd All 
andiher cauſe.” only have nec e in t the 
e of my exiſtence. "By this means I have 
vi eig 
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oxtinguiſned in my ſelf the true energy of, the 
human character. A man can never be reſpec- 
table. in, the eyes « of the world or in his on e- 


cept. ſo far as he an himſelf, and is tu 


independent. He may have; ftiende ; he may 
haye domeſtic oonne x ions à but de muſt not in 
theſe. conuexions loſe his (individuality... No- 
thing. truly great was aher atebicyed;: that was 
ag can emen in ſplitary ſectuſing.. 
But if; theſe repſons gre; ſufficient t prove 
that, dhe, plan; L, baye lately purſued is; funda- 
mentally wrong, ho much more will the im- 
. of what is propofed by the 
d my ſexcuſe for, deviating from it? 


Bach }. . Sbalt I not ſeize, upon this opportunity 
1 them to their hecedjrary;honoprs-? 
deemed the — * had brought upon them ir- 
re parable 3 ſhall I not embrage” the occaſion» f 
atoning for my fault? No man deſpiſes wealthy 
. — o fully underſtands the advantages it confers 
es it Hok confer the means of cultivating our 
powers? Does it not open to us the career af 
honour, which, is ſhut:againl. the unknown and 
obſcure? Does it not congiliate the prepoſſeſit> 
ons of mankind, and, gain Far us an indulgent 
and liberal conſtruction? Does iti not infpire 
us with graceful, confidence, and animate; us to 
generous adventure? The poor man is denied 


every advantage of education, and wears auůt 


his life ig la bout and, ignorance.) Fromioffices 
of .truit, from opportunities.of diſtinction, he 
is, ignominiguſly ruft aside; and, though he 
ode. ſacrifice his life for the 1 
dieg. unhonoured and unknown, If by any 
eident he comes into poſſeſſion of thoſe — 
e e acknowledged,coms 
£4 ; . i Habe —— 


* — #3 
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terly have I lamented the degradation of wy 
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mon Me 'applaiſe of mankind who will liſten 
t Hm? His appearance is meanʒ and the fuſti 
deus auditor" turns from him ere half his words 
ate uttered. « He has no equipage and attend- 
"hits, no one to blow the trumpet before him 
ant prodidim his rank; how" eam be propoſe. 
any thin” that” all de worthy of attention? 
Ade bf the prepoſſeſſion of 'mankind ia this 
reſpe&; ke is alarmed and overwhe!med with 
-eStifuſitn before he opens His mouth. Filled- 
Wirk the conſeienoe of his worth, he anticipates 
the uümerited contempt that is pre pared to 
im, and his very heart dies wihin 
id to theſe eireurmſtapces, the ebnſtl- 

qtnidn ef dur natufe, the" veribus ſures of 
whieh"it'is vdapted to partake; and how many. 
of iaheſe{plasſures-it i in the ppwer of wech to 
procure. Fes; an oje g like this will Tufhgi> 
entiy Tor me to thoſe for whoſe ſake 
alone it Was eſtimable in my fight. | Ir is. infleed 
nothing But Gif poverty and the nel oft our 
mie that! have thes produced in us hn entire 
eSneurrerce and communication of ſentiments. 
Wear Would to 2 certain degtee cx ſtioy bur 
cant; and take off the Wonder that we had. 
oeh our 8 oe were got id the 

ebmmon ſtock. 5 3 9 

of ——— eided 8 11 
was not indeed without Home varjations of mind 
wm ane compunction of heart; forte reſolu· 
niente pad (ef pouſed. Tie longer the ſtranger 
zdm#ned with ine; the more evident ii was that 
there was \6methin myſterious between us; and 
me unieferved e F-Qion and umem that had 
lately: reigned er my toof, ſuffered materi» 
% ths < Kok it! The Arrange}? had been 
y bstiage ia che fu ſb inſtonce, by-the 

eatire ſolſtude in which it was placed, There 
45 Was 


| 
, 
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was nothing about which he was ſo ſoligitous as. 
eoncealment; the moſt atrocions criminal 
could not be more alarmed ati the idea of. being 
diſeovered. I was ung ble to account for, this; 
but I was: now: tog anxious for his ſtay and the 
promiſed reward,. not to be alert. in gratiſying all 
his, wiſhes: The moſt inviolable ſegrevy there 
fore was enjoined to the whole ſamijy z ond the, 
younger branches of it, partieulacly. the little 
Marguerite, it was nepeſſary to Heap almoſt.i im- 
mured, to prevent the danger of their report. 
ing any thing out of dhe houſe, that might be. 
diſpleaſing; to the ſtranger, and fatal, to my en- 
pectations. Upon the whole, my ſitugzion Was 
eminently an uneaſy one, No experiment can 
be more precarious | han that, of .a_ half6confi-; 
denee; and nothing but the ſincere affe & ion that 
was entertained: for me could. haxe rendered. it: 
ſucceſs], in this, i ance. My family felt that 


they were tr uſted by me ouly in Points hee. it 
vos impoſiible to ayoid Us ae us nat 
therefore properly entule d 19 their c- peratiom a 
I was. conſcious. of ingtatitude in mah ing them 
no retum for their. fidelity. . They kept my, for; 
wel oſt they were ſolicitous to, oblige, mg 
not from, aQy, co convidtiom het they. were conſer- 
ring; on me bennett, hut, an "the,,contrarys: 
ſuſp oe that the; ogje ci 2510. which theꝝ were 


wiel) »Mflipg me, world: prove zinintione 10 
7 As, wells 10 heafely ves. £l 


; 400 — 1 25 

he, health, 1215 ranger wah 
hüt this was ö circumſtanoę which he . 
r&garded; with, complaceney. ih was dhe nl 
ſourge ot. couſolation, of _whic he. appeared 
1 ak ; bis wind was beh. with, paigſul, 
I, 2pces, and. agitaned | with Agios den, 


ngs.. e abort red; ſolitude, and yet found. 
no: 10 Crean in; ſociety. TI could not he much 


with 
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vn him; my duty to my family who were 
 pringipally ſupported by my Neal was a cu 
id imperious to be mglectel Even when F 
as with hies, be commonly teſtified: no d we 

for 'converſation, git wien me, He Was $ 
| Adem te y; give me is mich 'of your 5 
| 


25 n cem ; bat. 00 Hor talk! Upon eſe ob. 
 cafions, he! Wobld fi fometimes with His arms 
folded, and ih the that melancholy expreſſion. 
 infagitiable. ";He would” then” Knit ki brows, 
| | bishthdavittia"fadneſ that might Have 
WA | Excited Pity ih the hardeſt breaft or with both 
8 hands eloſed, the ene ctafping the other, Trike 
1 dee ingpuriently on the forehead. At orhet 
| þ times, he would file from his feat, pace the 
=o room. wien hutried and unqufet ſteps, and then 
hrow himſelf on his couch in the greateſt 
_ agitation: Hig" feütures Were often "conyulfed 
with agony!” Often have” I y "er age 
went, Which would fiddenly. bu uſt out in 
Koe en his forthead."” At thbfe Tefvii 
weuſd eüntitually futter Words to e, 
the fenſe of which it wa Impoſſible for me 0 
collect: I could perceive 6weyer that he often 


repeated the names of Clarg?—Henty'1—z" 
wiſe! a friend! friend Land then be 
would 


groan as if His Heart wers bürſtingg 
Some tines, in the migſt öf cheſe fecglleeriont, 
1. worl#\pafs"the back of pi hand” over” 
eyes; and then, looking at it, ſlakfn His Read, 

and biting his under Tip, extldim' with a pite dus 
aevent,' Dry Fury t. all the" moiftare of mz 
frame is periſhed ! Tien, 355 if tecoveritg him 
ee ce ery with a ſtartled and terrified 

| Wb is there? Sr. Leon? (Come!ts' 
pov hy me fetl thats 'there YE 4 err, 10 
nenb mel J often call” for, ) t 176 

welk Alone, teferted; Hides Aft En p 
2 * 
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At times when his re collection was more comma: 
plete, he would ſay, knows dite you! Mh 
ſhould I 4ite} your? What gratificatian-dan it 
be to me to occaſion emotions diſguſt ? Upon 
theſe gcbaſions I endeavoured to ſoathe him, 
and aſſured him . ſouhd plegſure in admin iſter- 
ing tat his relief. - -:'Batzhe; rephed,; No, no: de 
not latter me | It is long ſinge I have heard 
the voice offflattery! never loved iti No. 
xnoꝝ I am. precluded from ever exciting friend- 
ſhip or ſympathyl. Why am not dead? Why 
do ll dive;..a-burthen-to myſeif, uſoful to none r 
My cſecret, E could almoſt» reſul ve, ſhould die 
with me But you have: earned, aon — 


receive-ird » - ta tes e e Ait 


be ſtranger was not en Able date, 0 
extreme anguiſh; nor always indiſpoſed to eon- 
verſe. He had lucid intervals 3 and could; ber 
guile the orrow of! his heart with ſogial co 
munication. We sſometimes talked ef various 
ſrienoes and parts of! leanning 3 he appeared t 
be well infor med in · chem all. His. obſervations 
were ingenious ; his language capions;;:. his. tle 
luſtratĩons ſanciful and pictureſque ; his manner 
bold and penetrating. It was eaſy to obſervs in 
himthe marks of a-vigorous and maſculine ga- 
ee .Sametimes we diſuuſſed the eventâ, at 
tine going:ah in the wood.) When: 3re 
ſpoke. — that had paſſed, and pe rſons 
that: had died more than a cemury beſore, the 
firanger oflen ſpoke.· of them in a manner af 
he had been an eye-witneſs andi direct) acquaint- 
eck with the wwbjefts of ou diſedurſe. This 
aſoribed ede egidsste af: his conceptions, 
and ache animation af hin language. He hows 
over! often checked himſeif in this peculiarity; 
and always carefully avoided whatvcouldltad.tor 
* * to Rimſelf. 8 
im 


* 


480 ; TRAVEL 5" er 


dum the ſcenes of my youth, and: related m 
ſubſe quent hiſtory; he * his part — 
blyifilent un every eivevrnſtange of ah 
bis family and his adeem ure. 
The ſoager J was aequniated Ai den ee 
more my uroſit yl grew. i was teſtleſs and im - 
patient to learn 2 a may who 
thus wozppet myſelfup in myſtery and reſerve. 
Ofren' I ihre out, as it were, 3 line by/which 
40 fathom hisfecret. I talked of various coun- 
tries. I mentioned different kinds of calamities 
and even of crimes rhat by ſome insidental al- 
luſion Amighit diſcover-at|unawaredhineountry, 
his connections „ 1hermbtave oft bis ot dr 
"When any thing offered that ſeemed ti ꝓromiſe 
70 lead to the de ſicecꝭ point, I doubled my ꝗuef- 
tions, and enduavoured to oanſtnudt them wir 
che Killief nteraftyalitigant i d uit bf juffice; 
P)hece were ſome ſubje ct i tbe very mention of 
which gave him uncatineſss and upoαν,gebbe 
immediately ſilenced moe; but tcheſ mere nn ”ον 
mem ſolves endugh. to iafford men clus, or to 
furniſſi materials aut ofowhich for me rt,α ο 
ſtrut the hiftory of the Rrangeroun Her did riot! 
of my queffions and! 
: . when heodidy the generally hetum 
donde reſentfu} andifivious>» There 3 
elſe that ſo completely tduſe dais iniiigimtion. 
ud Heco (aid he tome nne ON ia 
mipafinye-ctempernet yours”: — 
and rode ourioſityſl — —-— 
ean he of dn importanomito you, you ſhall ons 
 dayiiknow! yBubtbmy acauntry;/:my family; ny 
W rr Lave undd tuld you and nowitelt: 
5 kheveriknow.:; That know 
| re bam üf moment t ho one, and it ſhark. 
nb He diſoloſtf.; When this beart oaſesttao 


beaiz>thas talf thro to base flies onde 
4 44 T. 9e 


n 


Have, 1 n you that You 
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face of He” earth. Why fhould 1 25 18 
ond diſgraces be publime c Go ny one * 
— that 55 bee Wot? my 
that t Y have deprived. 8. of my 7 de wn, 
they have Vifited me with every adverſity 'and 
an Ne that they bave 50 d me down 
to the earth, that they, Fave "made thought and 
remembrance and life itſelf a burthen too heavy 
1 be borne? Y aur. preſent! injudieious condu 
if perſited in, wilt have the effect of drivin 
your! roof; * of turning me once moe 
. that world!” upon that world thi 1 hate, 
upon the world whole, bruiſes' red rea 
ſeel in every fibre of uy frame, of expoſing 
Win 46 Nack 'perfecutions, and caufing me . 
riſh * tf in a dungeon, or die upon a 
Spare me, my generous hoſt; 1 know 
Nr e ble of geheroſity. Indeed ere 
endured Ame tofatiate the rage of "malic 
fel. - ' You fee what I füffer fromthe ra ge $7 
of my. oben thoughts, eren > kj | 

uffiſtance of any Eternal foe. Let me 
that degree of tranquill yl. am able to Jain} 
1% nor trouble'you' long! 2 

At unother time, he Addreſfed me Ws gif. 
beten Kyle. You ſee,” St. Leon, thai the an- 
um of wind 1 endute 8 full 36 is afp 
attributed to the recoſtection of great crimes; 


and you have very probably ci Rured that i 


my caſe i ariſes from the fame ſource.” If .xou 


are miſtaken. Take fem qucſelf that unc aſi- 
neſs, if it bas ever" viſited; you; Joh are not 
nu 'to- A4 von —— am ep 
1. ddjjthke no erime td my Aan uf 
teten more Aire sa 8. 80 me ba 
1 — — ſinned little. The cauſe bf m 57 
2 ſouree of = my migfortures, T dire 
«Es not 
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t foo to, 85 Be contented with the plz 
1535 my.condud. 1 hay U n 
* 21 determined 1 5 to {ptak and where. to 
lent. 


The more L Raw of his ih, th og &range 


and unaccountable_ appe 
that related to him. 


| fe We as he pretended, me auſtible We lth, 
Why was ; he unhoppy, with & arty . Pc 


he ions that a man 
Chg were, the, dig 
Are ible appearance 


his eye, and e 18 v Ly 
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e face 21 means e entia N ee 
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genius, gpd 856 yarigus in to 
As. he eagle * being as 1 
me, ſo pe; FTealy, i nocent,. and 0 co 18 
0 ee F, t he ht 


| >: e 40 a ef wa 
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ar ee Perk, s of J. 
8 cept . Nod ſer Re of, 
aner Of Baſing abe 


ate q. ig me. every.thi 


was he ſo poor, 


an impoſto Wu 


mg „ 721110 
is Poet were too profound an ee bra 
or it tb be p ible for. me the, 


em ame 
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pölhion. 1 had audted my ſpecles as ft exhibits! 
aefelf in hiſtor y, and had Hike with it in varis 
ons ſrenes and under diffimilar aſpectz, 1 had 
accordingly, in the traoka@tion 1 babe j oft dftlyd- 
el to, Toon detected the” ans SP the flair Uh 
expeftes to deſude ne. Pat what could be the 
purpoſe of the stranger ia kits reſpe&? The 

pretended” afch "at in Flansg h 4 Fedde P 
5 ſum of monty of The, and demanded” 


more. The franger 15017 weh lac p demand 


of me; andperfeaty wa tha 


if bat 
been meſined, J. was not ye fup 15 


.of 1555 probeſſes for the trantmuütation 


metals, had ex bibited his crucibles and retorts | 


and employed'a fort [ dramatic coup Lil, for 
the pürpofe of ol _ 22 cu ib U 

ſknulafing my paſfi ranger had: Hm 
Ay hed. in the anten aß ble 1 

ner, thut it Was in Bis power to Re 4 


had been fegt as to th manter 0 
the wealth he e and had abſtained Fr 
every effort to imoxieite my "mind. telt theres 
fore in This nftatice ide kes, That, witholt 
being üble e Gmieultles ant! contracids 
ties that ung abdüt Him, T vet lieved his affet= 
Hons; nor * the Atiferitability of s e 
ae en e of ling coo 
One dex, ufig the perle gf pie e. 
ment, certain officers of the bioß of Cbnltance, 
#bcompanied by 4 forefgner'in a 1555 . ba- 
dir, came 10 tfiy-Bouſe, and, as it pr "with 


who had put Himſelf under n hrs 
Charles and my tay wete at Work in 1 the fie 
within fight of wh! like. I del appearance Hiſt 
ee > attention of Charles "as they ap- 
K 2 proached 


the *expreſs” 1 ck. aten *. For 
1 


| ly ' hich,” 
Phe ach yimift had Aae me ane defofiptiabs 


184 TRAVELS or 


proached the ſhore, and he enquired of ms. 
reſpeQing the appearance of the foreigner whieli 
was different from apy he had been accuſtomed. 
to ſee. While we were yet ſpeaking I: obſerved 
in them an intention to land within ſight of my 
cottage. This was an uncommon oircumſtance; 
our privacy was rarely invaded, and we lived al- 
woſt as much out of the world as, we ſhould 
have done in the remoteſt iſland of the Atlantic 
ocean. I reaſoned in my own mind upon their 
appearance; they had little reſemblance to a. 
party of, pleaſute; the habit of; the officers of 
juſtice. 1 was perſe Aly aequainted withiz and the 
ſuſpicion. of the real nature of their errand im- 
ediatsly darted on my thoughts. Without 
Gio wy a word to Charles on the ſubje ct. 1 na- | 
with all the ſpeed J could exert to the 
3 of the. | r, and acquainted him 
with what. J bad ſeen, He goncurred with: me. 
the ideas |. had formed, and appeared much 
Tek at the inte ligence. There was however 
nid time ta be laſt; and, after, having for a mo- 
ment, given vent lo an angaiſh whichwas too 
— rfyl io be ſuppreſſed, he withdrew as haffily 
as he could frum the furmer-houſe, aud 
tock 3 to the woods. He . 


mes t. the ns hk and, We as. much 2 
Forde io remove.their ſuſpieions. 1 

e ding y, as. kf 2 rea 
| open 'the 3, 9. 4 . 

noved the; Mutters, and took from i, as 1 
eQually; as I could, all appearance of "having 
ſerved as 4 place. of 9 This was 3 
precaution which, the the flranger, meh; in a former 
Anſley, e 25 er: 3 


A 
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Tappengl hat Julia and the nue Marguerite 
were gone ont tögether in the fields on the euſt- 
ern ſide of my cottage; otherwiſe infallibly the 
 obild by her innocent pratiſe, and perhaps Julia 
by the apprehenſive ſenſthility of 1 her r&mper, 
would have betrayed our ſeeret, or at leaſt. ha vo 
ſuggeſted to the officers a feeling as if, by a 
longer ſlay and a more Poe, fearch, hey 
might poſſibly ſuceeed in the object of their ex» 
pe dition. As it was, 1 received them at the 
ator): and learned from their 'own mouths "the. 
nature of their errand; Of Charles, \ / hom 
they had: eroſſed in the je lds, they har ſimply 
"aſked' whether they were right as to the, nia 
of the perſon who was proprictor of the cotog 
before them. They deſeribed'ts' me With ge 
er the rance of the Grant, and 
_ (3nfiſted that he bad been an inhabitdat of my 
Cottage. They told me, they! were well infor 
ed thot the ſummer-houſe in my garden had 
care full been ſhut up for more thai a fhonth 
paſt, and that Tome : perſon had been *eonctaled 
there. [,was'intereſted!*in the diſtreſs of the 
ſtranger 3 was impreſſed with the dignity of 
his ebarader: M impliculy confided in his affer- 
tions of innocence and the unjuſt perſecution 
"that he ſuffered I Wes not inf-bſible tothe-pro- 
poſed reward the realifing of Which W 
depended on his ſafety.” But, moſt bod al 
conſidered my honor as gledged: for the . 
te c&tion of the man Who had thus caſt LP 
upon my fidelity, and Blieved "that ! ſhouldthe 
everlaſtingly' diſgeaced if be ſſiffered any Evil 
through treachery. ot neglect on: m att [ 
| therefore anſwered gonfidently'to- 1. - effiears 
' that they were miſinformed, and offered to; con- 
du them over every part of my houſe aud de- 
| , that they * 'farisfy themſelves by 


K 3 per ſoral 
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tſooal. inſpection that there way no per ſon 
| Wg any where within my poſſeſſions ,b 
haye been better. pleaſed, openly 10 have 
deſſed their imerrogatories, and to have aſbed 
them, whether, allowing their ſuſpicions! to he 
they were entitled to believe that 1 was ſuch 
a villain, as to betray a man who, had throun 
"himſelf upon my generoſuy ? But, though this 
conduct would have had a greater appearance of 
Hallantry, 1 believed it would have lefs of the 
Feality, as it would have ſtrengthened their idea 
of my participation, and encreaſed the danger 
of tha perſon I was bound to preteQ. : 
They accepted my offer of ſubmitting.to their 
"Prod." and made 2 ſtriꝭ examingupy. of every 
"place about my N the ſtranger 
could be es here, reg. 
_ endeavoured by thrgats: to. diſcover : whether 
Was able to, give them any information. To 
| 2 Lecalmly anſwered, 12 they had miſtaken 
? $baraRQer, that, though I was a poor man, 
1 not forgotten that I was noble, that they 
vere already in, poſſeſſion of my ſpontaneous 
- anſwer to their enquir es, and that, in no cafe, 
and upon no ſuppoſit ion, ſhauld tyranny and 
in treatment extort from me, what I was not 
in the firſt inſtance freely diſpoſed to give. My 
wise was pteſent during this converſation, ang, 
1 could perceive, ſeſt an alarm for, my danger, 
that ſhe would have Ren? teeling for 
a a danger 10 berſelf. | 
Though I was extremely anxious "that theſe 


15 1 men ſhould be difappointed in the object of 


their expedition, yet I did not negleR this op- 
unity of ende avouring to obtain ſatisfaRtion 
2 E. own curiofity.. I remarked at firſt that 
Neapolitan was an inquiſitor, and this gir- 
wer had . additions] poignanoy 40 
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the uneafineſs of Marguerite. But the acchſa- 
tions of Which the incfuffn ion at this time took 
cogniſknee were ſo numervys, the gecdeſiaſtical 
power contintally ufarping ppon rhe civil; that 
I'was firtle aſſiſted in the jadg ment Twas deſirous 


to frame, by any” inference to de deduged-frym” 


this cireumſtuncb. ' F-queſtioned directiy, with 
an air as if it were merely ty in ne way y of conver: 
ſation; what was the crime of the man of whpm 
they were in t, ond what was the cauſt 
fpreible enoug to induce a Neapolitan inquiſt- 
tor to folow ſs decrepi@ and fortorn an indivi-' 
dual as he deſpribed, beyond the Alps 12 and at- 
pſt to the banks of the Danube? To this 1: 
auſwered roughly, that, though he was pot 560 
to difcoyer the objet of his ade "he was b 
no means convinced that was not his abertor 
and accomplice; and that, as to his erjme; that 
was not to be named; the welfare of Chriftsn- 
dom demanding, ' that the criminal,” und the 
memory of his” offences, ſhould be burizd tq- 
gether. At the ſme 2 he warned me ts, 
conſider well what't Ci before 1 expoſe q ay 
tif to be overwhelmed by he ie af the 
court of Which he was 4 member. Toe ts 1 
anfwered . that 1 had already onde 
ſpended to repel hls ſuſpicion, and that no other 
man than an iuquiſitor would have had the itt, 
pidity'or the nudgeloufneſs to queſſion my ye: 
tacity. added that I was perfect // acquainted 


with the nature of his court, Which was an ob- 


ject of abhorrence to the whole Chriſtian world; 
hut that he was much miſtaken, if he ſuppoſed 
that the deteſtubſe nature pf its proceedings 
would Enable him to prackiſe every Wa of op 42 
rage with impunity. The officers Withdreiv i ins 
to the” littfe inclofure in front gf my cottage, 
and L dverhsard them” confulting whether, hav- 
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ing failed. in thejr principal, objeQ, they ſhould 
oo. Fer a qyiſoner — * o The 
SPY manner however had awed them, 
WE 8. Ine ſs I expreſſed ſeemed to them 
to arife — a conſeiouſneſs of innocence. They 
at lengih departed as they cane. 
watched them from, my collage ge the) 4 
— cended. to, the, ſhore, and, it was, with ng Baile. 
pleaſure that I at x peregived. ihem reim- 
bark, and lang off for, the oppoſite ſide: of the 
lake. This ſpeQacle for a time entirely engaged 
me, and when [ tucneqground frgmthe door, 1 
obſerxed that my beloved Marguerite had been 
in tears. She endeavoured to hide this circum- 
ſtance from my fight... 1 denk. her affectionately 
by the hand, aud, pre ſſing þ 1 * 
entteated her. not to make At e 

Ab, Reginald] ſaig;ſhey — can — 2900 be- 

fig Meaſyz when - yo van expoſec 0. this im- 
minent danger? I thought that, in. forfeuing 
our fortune and our, ranks and-rctiring.to this 

gbſcure and ſequeſlered ſuyations. we, might at 
leoſt pr omiſe ourſelves the blefling, of the poor, 
Oblivion and, ſecurity: and bat, ſheuld have 
conſoled e Hor all have, loſt, Who, is this 
man, that is thus» wyſterieuſly, hidden among 
vs? [What is ahe guilt ſrom the puniſhment of 
which he thus, anxiouſly withdraws, himſelf ? 
What can be the;ngture.of y gun gonnection 75 
{ph a man ee willibathe iſſue of 

per ilous an adyenture? 

5 heſitated. I knew not what to anſwer, to ſo 
earneſt an anxicty.. I was melted at the diſtreſs 
and the affeQion of Marguerite. She ſaw * 
embarraſſment, and proctede d· 

Miſtake me not, my beloved! ſaid ſhe. 
have no defire to pry. into what you. are wit 
to conceal. Forgive the peturbation * 

as 
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Th poured :rfelf out in theſe avalmaty que f- 
tions. I repoſe an entire confidence in you, +l 
would ſooner die, than interfere with any object 
you have at heart. Go on according to the 
2 of your own judgment, undiſturbed 

I will not doubt that you have ſufficient 
— for what you communicate, and what 


you ſuppreſs. L am gtieved indeed, at the iter 


ruption of our obſcure and unambitious trũ n- 
quillity ; but I had reſolved not to tropble you 


with my uneaſinefs and apprehenſions. The 


incident of this morning has extorted them from 
me; but Iwill behave better in future. g 
Fhis ſcene” was extremely diſtreſſing to me. 


My wife was oppreſſed: with fears, and I had no- 
| thing to anſwer her. The conſolations that roſe 


— municating. The more generovſly ſhe 
in me, the more 1 feſt the ungravious and Uifa- 
7 nature of the concealmen I praftifed. 


long, and the harveſt would prove abundant. 


my own family has aQyalty oocurred;; 


1 ' by 4 8 


up in my own mind, I was prevented from com- 


endeavoured however to encourage myfelf 
with the idea, that the libour woult by 'be 


I faid in my own mind, the worlt is now over; 
_ the buſineſs has been commenced; the 1 10 


go on reſolutely, and ſhut my eyes 0 th ho ln 
porarily diſpleafing circumſtanecs that may be 
_ with the CO: my. oecd? 


Nat 
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þ 7 RY ſource of oneainefs added itt lt 
10 the diſtraction my mind already endured. 


The ſtr nger did not appear. It was in the 
moroingibat the officers of juſtice arriyed; they 
departed about noon 3 aud | in two hours. . 
wards T entered the wood in ſcarch of my gucſt., 


Tze wood was of ſome leagues in extent; it was. 


jioterſected by paths 4 
was interſperſed. with 0: 


various directions; z it 
rerns ; its growth was. 


of all kinds, in ſome places Tofey trees that ſęem- 


lt to form a ſupport. for the clouds, in.others- 


; Anynderwood impenctrable alike to the feet and 


? 


2 
4 7 


e 


Wag. 
ſtrange. Phe derne Was fo complicated and in- 


e eye. As Þ entered the wood, I howeyer 


* 850 that the diſcovery of the ſtranger, 10 
we who th 5 5 ainted. with, its Juiking places, 


eo Fir of Jule teil; his feebleneſs. 

pink AY not ſufitr him. to proceed: 

* 1235 diſtenoe. In this, however [jos 
Jogked earc{ully | on all fide ; 

. examined every recefs and corner with whic F þ 

ed; but 1 ound” vo waee of the 


volved that even this was a labour of conſider- 
able duration. At length F became ſatisfied 
that he was. not ia the nearer diviſion of the 


e 2 


Lrauſed. '7 felt at once that it was liitle leſs 
than a Herculean taſk to hunt through the 
whole of its dimenſions. It would probably be 
of little uſe to call, and endeavour by that means 

to- 
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to Hiſcover bis retreat. I knew of ao name-by 
which he was to be recognized, and, if my own 
voice was but a flight reſource to penetrate this 
immenſe labyrinth def foliage, the voice of the 
ſtranger, weakened by age, and now! probably 
Kill more -enfeebled by hunger and fatigue, 
could not be expected to make itſelf heard. Be- 
ſide which, as I knew not what the ſource of 
information had been to the officers who had 
juſt left me, I was unwilling to expoſe my gueſt 
to the danger that might ariſe from this mode 
of ſeeking him. 15 ould not even be ſure; 
though Lb had ſeen. their boat ſtand off from the 
ſhore, that they might not afterwards land one 
or more of their party, and be at this very mo- 
ment within ear- hot of me. I ee yy 
ceeded in anxiety and ſilence, a5 £6 
My ſearch was no more ſucceſsful in *** part 
of . with which I was little acquaimed, 
chan in the pailt with which I was moſt:familiar; 
I had already heen engaged four hours in the 
talk, and night began to come on. It ſhat in 
with heavy. clougs, that on all ſides appeared 
deeply loaded th rain. I now began to cons 
ſider my on ſitvarion; and by comparing 
gireumſtances, found that L was at a great dif- 
tance. from my on habitation. There was a9 
dire tt path by which for. me to feturn. I had 
proceeded. to the. right and the left, backward 
and forward, ſometimes by more open parhe, 
and ſometimes foreing my way through. briars 

and bruſh wood, os cpr e or the hope of ef1 
&Qing the object of my ſearch happened to gui 
me., It was therefore no ęaſy matter to gueſu 
* 1. Wos to tcturn, or eth, naw that the 
lowering clouds. had covered the, horigoh with 
dee uniform tint, in, which direction lay the. 
| cCotiage 


ſtormi. There was no time to be 4oft, and a 


3 


1 p 
5 
** 
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cottage or the Jake. While ſtood er 
ing what was to be done, I heard the howling 
of the wolves at a diſtance, and their howl had 
that pal ticuſar melancholy;; aud diſcomfiting 
_  founÞwhich is well known to prece de a coin 


cordingly! I ſet out. I was let ol ous tobe at 
home on my own account, than for the ſuke of 


quieting the alarms of my family, to hem I 


bad already cceaſiored too great a rg, of 


uneaſineſs. e el COOL 209 1 n 
I had not prccdeded fam beſore che rain de- 
" ſcented in torrents, lintermingladi ith peals of 
thunder and ſheets A esa Pbe thunder, 
interrupted; as it weleʒ from Time to time, with 
the noiſe of. the wikt beaſts: that inhabited the 
© wood; denfened me; While the exceflive. and 
inſtantaneous brillianeꝝ of the lightning occaſion- 


ed me nn! intolerable urhing in the ergab of 


Ught. Rö rained iger ſſaütiy for td hourg, end 


* 'riiyfelf te nched und fatigue dd Ah the 


vet. During this any prog © was:{mall ; 
ond I wad ever and anon intercepted bythe un- 
 Erword; Bad. could not*witheotorepented ex- 
periments tiſeover: the, means. fg preceding. 

At length the rein ſubß ded, aii feemed ud give 
"Place 10 gloomy add motigulels abn. Soon 


"aber; 1 difcover ed a light git n diſtance, and ad- 


Vvanced towards (it. As! F upprogehed,7 I per- 
ceived that ĩt procce ded ſtom a ſet of bandlitti, 
do the amdunt of fourteen or ffteen perſons- 

fitting round a fice in the mouth of a cavern. 


Ins glad to turn my ſteps another ways, and 
= = for ſome time afraid that the gbiſe I made 


in occaſionally * forcing my way through, the 
_ "Huſhes,\ would alarm them, and coſt me my 
_ F N FRY eme, ha 0 

tio. 


gut of the ab rt ha etoled, me 
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ice. This was in a part of the wood remote of 
from the path | ought te to have taken, a 9 


the roadto Lindau. 
fie gay began to "I before 1 reached my my 
own habit3tion. The con ey re I had 1 
ben I was ungwores upon 10 point of falling 
into the hands of the banditti, that the road 
Lindau was on the ther fide of, their retreat, 
was of ſome fervie Ice” to me as an indication where 
to find the cottage. and the lake... Thi, road. 
Kirted the wood, oh the ſide cearly oppoſite 
0 that by which T'entered i it. Thel diffculties 
however 1 had 10 encounter were inconeeivably, 
: _ great, in cndeavouring to preſerve my line of 
direQion. ' After hay ng been gompeſted four 
or five times to deviate from the line, it 15 ſel⸗ 
dom that 8 kräpelfer will God Fimfeſf right in 
His vote ktue as to ie direQion he is. p 
| bor Tome' RS, 125 ſecd as 79 2 8 
pole tar hich rb fot ern his rout 
55 Nene de ver ib thi inflapce that J wh wy 
| ole Rah 1 Was" cmatled to expe 
bred ine" (ay. break 3 


wh 
en ns bootet 890 fe tend's an e hight, 
#2 than Tre pens 


fed certain "ob 68s h 
bee w geen PHU INE 172 
th * EO AREY 2 © was War rly at's ne = hy 
_- ? won 1. found e e alone. | 
de hal been fothiewhat pg e . 
my abſence;' *h6th from. che! ONE E it | | 
_ ouſneſs of rhe night , and ih e 50 the, 
be ſenkötiofls the eg of 11 1 
orning had: inte6du6ed, > 95 1 
- wits mot e N eo in 12 1 


e 9 Ae The peripd 
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period of my it in Switzerland igtit z. ins 
deed have accuſtomed her to the irregularity of 
my motions, but @ term of more than fix years 
which had intervened, had produced in her ex- 
peQations and habits of a different ſort, I 00 
lated to this admirable woman the adventures o& 
the night and the fruitleſſne ſs of the ſearch in 
which 1 had been engaged; and this openneſs. 
of communication, unrefembling the nature of. 
theintercourſe which had lately exiſted ny dg 
uz, reheved'in ſome degree my burt bened heart, 
and cheered the drooping ſpirits of Marguerite.- 
She topped ſome ſweet and ſadly pleaſing tears 
and her manner ſeemed to ſay, thengh ſne 27 


not ſuffer her tongue to give the idea words, \ 


How fweet are cordiality and eonßide ner! Oh,, 


do fot let our fitvation, which has. depiived us 


of many other comforts, ever again be robbed: 
of this. comfort, which is alone worth all the. 
ret Though the neecllarily felt the prefence of 


tie Qrdiighs as an evil, the bane of our domeſtic 


peate, yet ſt was imp oflible for her | not to o- 
peſfenate his fate, and ſuffer ſome diftreſs W 
His ſtrange and abrupt diſappearance... | 

Fer die eonverfationwbich i ha: ſu eminent · 
Iy Tefyed' as a relief torgur minds, Marguerite: 


ti veThad' vnde: je, Bat my mind was t 
155 diftur bed 28 me to 122 me, the,” 


arms" of forgetfyinefs.' I felt ſomething tragi- 


cal in the fad: deny py F unſoxtuns te. gu 
It* Was bur too p probable 5255 in his og 
hank of Cep 9 5 bis Fang 


„ 1 and 
195 =D hunger, a * Lag 


5 Would puk's clot © to. his ex 


left me'to repoſe myſelf . expordingry, N 


TIN wr, and the t 18 ol — | 
| — ** 
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was determined ſoon to recommence.my-fearoch* 
Zut how could I be ſure that I ſhould be more 
+ fortunate to-day, than the day before? If L 
found bim, it was moſt bkely L ſhould find him. 
either dead or dying. The degree of inter- 
courſe that had taken plage between us, had 
made him occupy a -confiderable ſpace in my. 
thoughts. Phe proſpe &s he had opened to me, 
the condo be had indaced- me to adupt, the 
bpainfal effi-s and dh tiefe ien af mind which 
had been produced by that conduct as it re- 
ſpe ted cy family, all eombingd to give me an; 
in tereſt in his fate. I had ſeen his talente ; L. 
had fek his aſcendancy 3 R had experienced that 
Fort of con fr, which appearundes of guilt on- 
me one hand, and aſſe veratiom of irnoce nee on 
the other, are calculated. to prodece in the 
thoughis and emotions of . by- nder. He 
Vas 20 commog/ man the expeAntions and: 
- 660]; Autres che excited were of h briinacy u 
and 1 felt that an army.might be d:(broyedjcand- 
0 ſpacious. plain-oovered with. the wounded ad 
the dy ing. without- producing greater; w- 
Sen ten fouls. . W i 
Ja the. coxiourramd erb (hn: of mindlain 
which I was, the thoughts Gown wit garni 
_ nary rapidity... It will be found aten ]], a 
.firange, and, .. previouſly tathe experiments in- 
. credible- misture af revfoning; aud pete of 
philoſophiſing: and, fury. I was accordingly. 
2 at this moment of the ttuh ef ahe 
ſtru age t“ eee eee 
et a friend. Friendſhip is | 
iar fort 3 the ſmalleſt 'reſervelis deadly. to it. 71 
þ may indeed feet the emotions of a · friend to wabds 
a ma who in part conceals ſrum ine tha thoughts 


of r 
A: a 
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this dennen dsds The ;nſtact 1 Rel this 1 
tation of 'confitlenoe, he drops into the elaſs of 
ordinary men. A-divoree is effected between 
us. Our hearts which grew together, | ſuffer 
amputation ; the atteries are cloſed; the blood 
is no longer 'mutually transfuſed and confound- 
ed Thall be conſcious of all his quali ies, for 
I ſtand in the place of an impartial umpire. I 
conſider him as a machine capable of ſo much 
utility to myſelf, and fo much utility io other 
men. But I: do not regard him as the brother 
of my ſoul. I do not feel that my liſe is bound 
up in his. I do not feel as if, were he to die, 
the whole world would be at an eud to me, ind 
that my happineſs would be buried with him for 
ever in the | darkneſs of the grave. I am not 
-» eonſcious of thoſe emotions whiehi ate the moſt 
- Exquifte and indeſcribable the human mind can 
e > ond which, being 'cemmunica 
fort of ele ctrieal ſtroke: to him who is their 
conſtitute the folace of all his cares, the 
U alle viator of all his calamities, the only nectar 
-n trueſt balm of buman life. For me, he 
Hands alone in the world, having companions 


* by „ 


hs > © 


3 and aſſociates, the connections, as it were, of 


-- mercantile ſelfiſnne ſs, or eaſuab jollity and good 


r = hnmovr, but no friend. bt was thus that L 


- thought of the ſtrangers He obtained from ne 
tlie on due te a human deing, and the 
Y extorted by his qualities, but not 
: atfoulated radically to diſturb the equilibrium — 
my mind. E loohed forward to: his death with 
_ - :yanuffled thaughts and an unmbiſtened eye. 
There wasnne thing indeed that hook me mere 
_ © (inept; the tboughiinof- toſing . 'the- promiſe d 
reward, and hayxing<xpoſcd myſelf to the evil 
. eee eee —_ To 


aſoribe. It hoever arreſted my attentins, and 
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6 Erededtaeaitths hours teikie:Mctioutagaia 
upon the: feste h, to which; the! interpoſition of 
the darkneſ# of che preceding hight had put an 
abrupt dloſe,;-. L had the precaution to take with 
me a flight proviſion of food and cor dials, be- 
lieving that, if 4 found the ſtranget. eee 
at leaſt be in che greateſt dee of ſomething 

viving and ceſtorative. — ceanneſlly. — 
treated to aſſiſt me in the ſearch,; but upon this 
put a peremptory prohibition. . It ud have 
been in dire ct contradictionſto what the ſtranger 


had moſt ſolemaly requiſed ot we. 


- I had already ſpent ſeveral hours in oo. 
tracing the wood in every direction, and the 
period of noon was paſt, when, — gets 
obſcure and almoſt impenetrable thicket, 
ear was caught by a low and melancholy ſoun 

which at firſt I knew not to what I was to 


cauſed me to aſſume an attitude of liſten 


After the lapſe of luiſe more than a minbte, the 
ſame ſound was repeated. [now diſtinctly per- 


ceived: that it vas the groan of ſome: creature in 
a very feeble and exhauſted ſtate, and imme, 
diately ſuſpectect-that-it· was the ſtranger. I. 
went. almoſt round the thicket before ;1} could: 
diſcern an entrance, and, though looked, with 
the urmoſt attention, aud perceive nothing“ 
that the thicket ineloſed. The groan, was re.. 
heated a third time. The long intervals be- 


tween the igroaps gove a peculiar m ſancholy ta 


the:effe &, and each ſeemed ſo much lower than 
the groan before, that nothing but the ear of 
anxious attention would have caught it, at the 
lame time that the tope.. conveyod-an idea 


{hupifjed,; pet vital, | anguiſh: At length E 


n they t ee —— 


vi. 
ph: 


4 


— 
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FWD ne wo wh y Heap to 
have erept inte the thicker upon his Hands und 
knees.” When 1 foreed my way te him, he 
ſeemed: in the very at of en 
lying on his face,” — t raiſed him a little. His 
dye were fixed ; his mouth was open; his lips 

| and tongus'werevparohodrand\dvy.” t infuſed & 
ſo drops of a dal into his mouth. For a 
moment ants e to produce no ſenfation,' 
bot preſently my patient” vttered a deep and 
long · dua vn fight I repeated my application. 
As a principal oauſe of the condirion in lob 
found bim was jnanition; the ſtimula at I ad- 
miaiftered'' produced u powerful effect. He 
moved hit hands, 2 his eyes 
Naguidly opon me, agd, having appearad 10 
recogniſed me, ſhut them haſtily again. I Mo- 
ed him flowly and foſily inte a freer air, and 
bathed his temples with one of the liquid ha 
about me. By this timsthe locked "up; f 
when Reddely round him withi'a wild and Wit 
ried" air. He fpolic t however; he was 
ſpeechſeſs. In about à quarter ef un hour he 
ed into convulſions; in which it ſcemed- 
probable he would"expite: They faſted a con- 


fiderable: time, and he then ſunk into a ſtute of 


inſenſibility. E thought We Was dead. Thus 
clreumoſta noed, it was Tome relief1o/my Himtant- 
ty tobe ve found him: yet pln, Inq: to have re- 


ceived his parting breath. But ina moment bis 


ſceret and his promiſes recurred — nie with — 
epreſſtble anguiſh, and Finwar depron 
him fer having deferted Wik cbmmdnicat in f 
eng ss ho t Trectude its ver being made. 
Þ:rannot *Qeferjbe "the" kee nneſef the bur bin, 
abdimetrablc bitterneſs bf my fenfation. Ke 
ay well be ſuppoſed to be, from its we 
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piring- He was « 


% 


- 
*. 7 
* 


r., LEONG 5 


o inſtantanesuſiy ond forcibly. recurred, at a 
time when her objects ſesme d- to preſs open 

my ſenſes, i Ma one who, bas nat E Nhat iris 
t fall in a moment ſtom bope, en as L ſhauld 

- rather ſay, from allied poſſeſſion of what his 
foul moſt-loved dad defived, into; blech anghin- 
termina bie deſpair, can i has was then 


ne 
: the ſtafe of my mind. n ent 


- fided- from my nervelefs ams I liſied — 
eyes of rage and frenzy 38 if to eutſe the author 
of 2 yn rage then fel belplefs and immove- 
Dy by the 66d e of the ſtranger-. 

"7 felt him move. + I heard. bim Ggh 3 1 lified 


up my head, aud perceived ſtronger marks of 


life and ſenſe about him, than had yet dined 
. themſelves.  1-1hrew my arms about him 3 T 
preſſed him 49 my heart. The! emphatical geſ- 
tute I uſed, ſeemed to have à ſort of magnetigal 
fore to rouſe his dying powers. With a liieſe 
aſſiſtance from me he ſat upright. My aſſiduity 
produced wonders. N Sortuanely © happentd 
that this [thicket was but half a mile from my 
habitstion, and indeed was one of the ſpots 
which I had ſearched without ſucceſs the day 
be fore. About the hour of ſun: ſet, partly by 
leading, and partly by ſupporting bim, L'reſtored 
ans gueſt to his former apartment. 
He remained ſpeechleſs, or nearly fo. He 
vented his ſenſat ions in ſig hs, in inward and in- 
articulate ſounds; and, even when he arrived at 
the power of making himſelf unde rſtood by 


words, it was only by monoſyllables and half - | 


ſente noes that he gonveyed to me his meaning. 
I now gave up my time almoſt entirely to an 
aſſiduous ,atteadange on the ſtranger. Every 
day I expected to be bis laſt ; every day u 
more or leſ TER with W 


4 4 
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emed to menge dis inftänt "diffelution; Dv. 
ng all this time I remained in the anziobs 
ſuſpenee of contending hope and fear. Was it 
probable} that he would ever Teeover ſtrength 

* to eonfer vn me the ſegacy he had an- 
nounee g? Fhe particutars of big'ſeefer'® knew 

jadging from what! bad ' heard ef 
the pretenices pufſairs of) aſehymy, it was 
© nateral to ſuppoſe that he hh a proeeſs to com- 
municate, , which'wodId'/fequire: on his pott con- 

— fiderable-ncouracy of recolle ion, as well as the 
power of delivering himſelf in a mahdad and 


drdelly diſborfſ e. 


1 was fortuna te enough however 10 prrveſve, 
'"#fier' a formenting and tedious erifis,” that he 

appeared to be ia 'progreſs' of con yaleſcerice, 
und- that his ſtrength* both of body and*migd 
Were recruited” daily.” After the lapſe of a fort- 
Alght fiom the'pdventure of the wood, 15 one 
evening adgreſſed me in the fellow bg mabner: 


r Leon, n, I bade Been to blame. Tha te put 


yo to a fuficicp! trialz-thave received from 


je. $2 


Jo every aRſtance ant kindnelp that, / ſuua- 
on de manged; I Have ipoſed on you much 


Foul” and anviety ; „ have e8cived, yepriex- 
irpe&arioris by announcing o you in part what: it 


3 Was in m N to 'beflow 74 L hñave finally 


<FiſqueY 1 defrauding! 1 yourthopes and/your hu- 
hero Wot Do me the jultice 


: however 10 Fetnember that I had no peeſenti- 


ment of that dem whigh has ſo iuaufpieioully 
eome between” you and your, hopes, Fool that 
1 was, 1 itoag "A L had ſuffered: £noughy.and 
hat, as 1 bat Bbialned'a longer re ſpite irem(ex- 


viert peil ſccut ibn. thanÞalaoſtevet experienced, 


„ ſhebid be pe kenſttiod to fpend the; ſhorty re- 
Ymizindoe” of myf dayt vyinttrrupted ! E nos 
bert * 0 | however 
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however lock back apon ithis; lust achat wit 


complacency. It has cut of fomething _ ; 
the laſt remnant of a life, to the bloſe of which 
1 hook forward with inenpteſſihle lone ing; at 
the ſame time that I am fill n peoſpect of ab» 
taining, the final wiſh of my heart, the ſtealing 
out of .the/world-uaperecived;; and thus in ſome : 
mesfure eluding the laſt malice. of my enemies 
After my death I have but one injunction o 
leave with you, the injunsion of Hercules to 
PhiloAttes, that no inducement. may move you» 
to betray to mortal man the Pipe | in which % 
ſhall have. depaſited-my aſhes. Bury them in a 
ſpot which Iwill deſecibe o you it is not 
far, and is only commended to me by its» 
almoſt inacc-flible ſitustion: and that oncę 
done, ſpeak of me, and, if poſſible, think of 
me no more. Never ,on;any.1ccount mention 
me or aflude to meꝰ never de ſaribe me, ot relate! 
the manner of our megting, or the adventure: 
which has at engtit brought.on inen. 
af; My exiftence. ' oy N e tn 
Beſieve me, in the feeble and Aae ee! | 
tion in hieb 1 have ſpent the laſt Fortnighty! 
your”-wiſhos and en pectatians have been uppen 
moſt in my mad, and chere is nonbhing I dars! 
felt Wu @.much-gomputi@tionias the! danger 
af leaving: 4herp ;unſativficd: Te yon perhaps! | 
* at preſent ape ar d b fapidly recovering. . I! 
cel the dagt of death in my vital yen 4. 
tha} not live four daha. It is neceifary there 
fore:that # ſhould finrſh without delay al — 
.nemaiys; tor me e fniſh I wi devote this 
big 4% the , arrongiog my thoughts: and puts: 
ung in ofier, what | have 10;commudicate; that! 
| l omiſſion way hae park, in a 
dane Fo e Come to me to- 


morrow 
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women energy" 1 wilt oo: | Prepared for” 
a7. 11:95 
5 As fon us 1 bad hegte * Wifeverſe, and 
provided the ſtranger with overy thing he co 
warn daring the night, withdrtav. M heart 
was dig with expeQmidn z my thovghts un 
: night were wd and mmnakeoes. When the 
hour of ion arrived, 1 hefteried uſong 
the garden to the 'funmer-hoofe, conſcious” 
that upon that boar Jepenged oh the volour 
of my future iſe. Since the firanper had deen 
in iris preſeae dusgervus condition, the door | 
vas net bohed,”* It was onfy locked:"the key 
as! in my pefſefon, and Rranined night and 
day auch to my perſon. I Nen ee 
I pamed sad was brearhieſe. Wan 
14 immedimety fo! thin the trutger had * 
dengume ſome great abregation for the worſe; 
He had ſuffered a fort of paruytie Arcon. 
He lid ap dis face ase entevedz it us 
tai At er een K. 4ie Mock his" 
mournfully, and intimated by Rigs the — 2 
hieb hie morning meſt "witneſs. 
He we fpecthlefs, : Fete, fue 'cxolnimhed I in 
an ngony' of defpait, am I te be fer ever büfffed! 
Iswhe prize d mech for as ſo are 
expected u, laſt oo cup me I is not 
be 1 how much Gel. 
| ia neveaſed ty atlense, 
. my eyes the donerivn 4 
rte "whole of this andthe folfowing 
the ſtranger remind les. Tae 
daß n te Woraing, wanted muy 
endpoints execſfively inprizgus 
late) thut Idas not able tb ondoritent we 
word in ſi e N apts Ha 
01 =. 91-2529 "6143071001 Jictien 
Olen 
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4&Rien, that; he ſhould die on ed Nax. 
The fever of my ſoul waz; at 1 7 heighi. 0 
#0] Hees and, fibres could, ſuſtaia no more, 
he, ſtranger had, died thus, it is molt prohat 
aharþ ſhould have thrown, myſelt in anguilagd 
ans hows. his borpſcsr an. have Expiry in WP 


the evening. of (the third day Lvivied bien 
again. „Ale had:thrgwa;, his, robe around bing, 
mod wens Giting, on the, ide of. his. couch... The 
.avorpng ſun ſnot bis laſt hams over the windog- 
Hunters, There were about "gy inches, I- 
een the ſhutter and the. top f 8 
and ſome branches af vipe g, Aith their grapes 
Already ripe, broke theuniformity of their light. 
The ſide A the couch, faced the. weſt; and the 
pon the vid. men's countenance. 
A bad nee 29 The light already 
ſofignedybythe devliog;ol gay, gave it a peculiar 
3 Fe Je ſeemed to, token. 
Nes fat ppon . 
e e T belide: hirn 
ede bis, and 


4 


be . Marne 10 5 ch,. or... many 
. Weeks, , which, duwag the Na of, 5 e 
Had never been qiſtin , I was, ſucceſs 


e ee ede. wy 
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"Te eontioued, though with various iuterrup- 
tions, for more than half an hour. He explain 
Nr. wick dy onde ref dccuracy.the whole of his fe- 
\crets, and rhe proceſs with which they were con- 
nected. Mya was rouſed to the utmoſſ ſtreteh 
of atte m ion auc uſtoniſimnent.  His-ſecrets,”as T 
have already announced in the — 2 
of this Billy, conſiſted of t two'prineipal particu- 
«lars, the ort of multiply ing gold, and * -power 
of living fot ever. The detaflof theſe ſecrets 1 
" omit; into that l ara forbidden td enter. My de- 
ſign in weirting this narrative, 1 have ſaid, is fot 
to teach the lat of v hich I am in poſſeſſion; but 
10 deſcribe the advemutes it Produced to bl! 
Tube more I liſtened, the more myaſtoniimment 
Fer, Tiodked at the did man before me; 1 0b. 
ed the wretchedricfs" 'of His. ap arne the 
"redneſs ef his attire, His'appatent old age; 1 
exticthefetbleneſe, RN Pre e approgehing 
death at were written on his: : countenance. 
Aſter d ban uſt hears, 1 furveyedtheſo things 
with wrt ew of novelty, ab if I had never re- 
| tied him ore. 4 am mti i; 


"re Va ug a des gen- 
zarte en Sd" ene eee 


i 267197 vas 
Fi 


"Me havs' yo Wage Heſs extravdindry gifts, 
nd nh Nen beats art ale deen antended? 
e e n b crenith 
n Thetlt 580 $ 
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Be ſilent, St. Leon! g How oſten muſt Itell you 
that no ſingle incident of my ſtory ſhall « ever he 
repeated?” Have I no claim upon your fo 
*ance? Can you be barbatous and inhuman enough 

to diſturb my laft ſcene with war bitter N 
lections I was ſilent. ** 


This is all chat 16 materia that paſſed at or 
interview. * ian 


The . er died the dene art Wee ned 


according to his inſtructions. TO. ther 

Bong : il 18 7 
. ; * 7 is ; Te oP nie] 
- Mr 155 pt p 905 1 217 0 "7 © 3 N SI uy 
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PUR 9 d of my. an; interview, with 
rhe ſtranger 1 was another cteature, My. la 1 ; 
362 effantty Tolle q upon n 
Billed 1 with Ashlee and” joy; 2 0 
be tal) gh % PK 'vttablets "ont my wal. « 
3 reimata' int an 3 of any lace 
<pil&ſearcelyeomm 15 ſuciently 
form the Taft duties to his y inthe! mes: 
had directed. I paced with 2 ger ſteps th fas 
of the lake ; climbed the acighbouring hills, and 
then-deſrended with inconceivable rapidity to the 
vales belt g I trated! with fierce tin; = | 
| efidiefs mazes of the wood in which Flo har y mi 
waned. bewildered gueſt. The uninterrupt- Mi} 
and fwifneſs: of bodily motion ſeemed to 
Dumpmieate. ſome;caſe to my Iwelling heart. .. 
et there was one ooo E wanted. ] Wanted eme 
wehe Feu into whic tg pour out my feelings, 
ant thus, 2 participation to render my tranſports 
| Hafan tolerable. But this was forever def fed 
ud, bee moſt ever be aſtoniſhed 805 
ſtory N my endowinents and my 2 
Vor. I. L may 
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may whiſper it to the woods and the waters, but 
not in the face of man. Not only am I bound to 
ſuppreſs the knowledge of the important ſecrets, 1 
Polleſs, but even the feelings, the ruminations, 
the viſions, that are for ever floating in my ſo ul. 
It is but a vain and ſri volous diſtinction vpon which 
Tad, when I commit to this paper my hiſtory, 
and not the fcience which. is its corner- tone. "The 
reaſon why the ſcience my not be divulged is ob- 
. vious. Exhauſtleſs wealth, if communicated to 
all men, would be but an exhauſileſs heap of peb- 
bles and duſt ; and nature will not admit her ever- 
laſting laws to.be ſo abrogated, as they would be 
by rendering the whole race of ſublunary. man im- 
mortal. Byt. I am houbd,. a&.Far? as poſſible, not 
only to hide any ſecrets, but to conceal that I have 
any to hide. Senſeleſs papen ! be, thou at leaſt my 
confidant I To thee I may impart, what my ſoul 
5 n taſk to ſuppreſs... Ihe human mind in- 
-fatiably chirſts for a cophdant 20413 friend. . is 
nd matter that theſe pages ſhall neyer be ſurveys 
by ather eyes han mine, They afford at leaſt ihe 
' feniblance of communicaton and the unburtheping 
c wind; and een pre the Aalen fondly 
d ever is my heats. al. 
Ib eturn tathe explanation of my feelings im- 
mediately after receiving poſſeſſion of my grand 
"2cquilition ; for, without: that explapation the 
ee ee 
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* ſlr and meaning of MY Jublequentparpatiye Will 
n * renn at an 4 
ca cely be ſufßciently apprehended. e 
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Un F LOA WE STE 
02. Happy, happy, hap py wan Lexclait ed I inthe 
mh of My. enen 
_ thy power is unbounded and inconceivable, Al 
mien tow down to thee ; the moſt Rubbora will us 
by ches repdered. pliant as wax; all, obſtagges are 
© melted down, and. 9 885 Fi "the zrdour of thy 
44 3 197 1 19981 22 g . : * ' 
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path level before him, and every creature burning 
to. anticipate his wiſhes! But, if theſe are the ad- 
vantages that wealth imparts to fuch as poſſeſs only 
thoſe ſcanty portions which ſtates and nations al- 
low to the richeſt, how enviable muſt his condi- 
tion be, whoſe wealth is literally exhauſtleſs and 
infinite! He poſſeſſes really the bleſſing, which 
prieſtcraſt and ſuperſtition have lyingly pronounced 
upon the charitable. He may give away the re- 
venues of princes, and not be the poorer. He poſ- 
ſeſſes tlie attribute which we are accuſtomed to 
aſcribe to the Creator of the univerſe. He may 
ſay to a man, Be rich, and he is rich. He can 
beſtow with equal facility the ſmalleſt gifts and 
the greateſt. Palaces, as if they were the native 
exhalations of the ſoil, riſe out of the earth at his 
bidding. He holds the fate of natiors and of the 
world in his hand. He can remove foreſts, and 
level mountains, drain marſhes, extend canals, 
turn the courſe of rivers, and ſhut up the ſea with 
doors. Ile can aſſign to every individual in a 
nation the taſk he pleaſes, can improve agricul. 
ture and eſtabliſh manufactures, can found ſchools, 
and hoſpitals,, and infirmaries and univerſities. He 
can ſtudy the genius of every man, and enable 
every man to purſue the hent of his mind. Poets 
and philoſophers will be foſtered, the ſublimeſt 
flights of genius be produced, and the moſt admi- P 
rable diſcoveries effected; under his auſpicious” - 
patronage.” The whole 'world are his ſervants,” 
and he, if his temper be noble and upright, will 
be the ſervant of ihe whole world. Nay, it can- | 
not happen otherwiſe, He has a few temptations on | 
 toobliquity as omnipotence itſelf. Weakneſs and _— | 
want are the patents of vice, But he poſſeſſes 
every thing ; he cannot beiter his ſituation; no 
man can come into rivalſhip or competition with 
1 | 2 him. 
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| him. -I thank God, I have known the extremes 
of poverty, and am therefore. properly qualified to 
enjoy my preſent happineſs. I have felt a reverſe 
af fortune, driving me in one inſtance to inſanity; 
in another inflance threatening to deſtroy me, my 
wife and children together, with the plague of 
hunger. My heart has been racked with never- 
dy ing remorſe, becauſe, by my guilt and folly, my 
children have been depri ved of the diftinCtion and 
rank to which they were born, and plunged in 
remedileſs obſcurity. Heaven has ſeen my ſuffer- 
ings, and at length has graciouſly ſaid, It is enough. 
Becauſe I have endured more than man ever en- 
dured from the ptivation of ſartune, God in his 
juſtice. has reſerved me for this ſecret of the tranſ- 
mutation of metalg. I can never again fall into that 
wretchedneſs, by which my underſtanding was 
ſubverted, and my heart. was broken. 
From this: part of the legacy of the firanger, my 
mind reverted to the other. I furveyed my limbs, 
all the joints and articulations of my frame, with 
curioſity and a{tonifhment, _ What l exclaimed l. 
theſe limbs, thiscompbieated. but briutle frame, (hall 
laſt for ever! No diſeaſe; ſhall attack it; no pain 
ſhall ſeize it; death hall withhold from it for ever 
bis abhorred graſp | Perpetual vigour, perpetual 
activity, perpetual-yonth, Mall take up their ahode 
wall ngt add a wriakle to ai braw,. or convert a 
hair of my head t jgrey-! 1 is body was formed 
to che; this ediſtee to crbinbſe into duſt.; tbe 
principles of corruption and motali are ed up 
in every atom of my frame. But ſot me the laws 


, 


of nature. ate ſuſpended ; the eternal wheaks. of the 


univerſe; roll back mend; I am de d be, 1i- 
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ache years, cycles, centuries | To me all 
theſe are but'as indiviſible moments. I ſhall never 
become old ; I hall always be, as it wefe, in the 
Parch and infancy of exiſtence ; no lapſe of years 
ſhall ſubtra& any thing from my future duration. 
I-was born under Lou the Twelſch; the life of 
Francis the Firſt now threatens à ſpeedy tetmina- 
non; he will be gathered o bis fathers, and 
Heary his ſon will ſucceed him. But what are 
princes and Kings and generations of men to me:? 
[ ſhall become famihar with;therife.and fall of ein- 
pires; in a little while the very name of France, 
my country, will perith from off the face of the 
tart, and meh will diſpute about the ſiiuation of 
Paris, as they liſpute about the ſcite of aeient 
Nine veh and Babylon ant Troy, Vet I ſhall till 
be young. L ſhall iatze my moſt diſtant poſterity by 


che hand ;:1-{hall'accompany them in their career; 
and, when they are worn obt and exhauſted, ſhall 


oh. vp the tomb over them and ſet forward. 


Jie was ſomething however in this part of 
my - ſpeculation. that did, not entirely pleaſe me. 


Mechooghu the race of ank ind looked won inſig- 
piheaiſt in my eyes fel a degree of unealinels 


Axthe jnitot vrable. diftanee that was now pin be- 


$wern ine and the reſt of my ſpecies. I ſbund my+ 


elf alpne in the work. MR 4 for ever bre with- | 


out a C panion,, A friend; any (ne: with whom I 
can aſſoc ate ppon equal terme, with. whom -[ 
can have 4 commun ty of ſenſat ions, and feelings, 
aut he pes, and deſires, and fears ?. I experienced 
ſomething leſs thay a wilh, yet a ſomething very 
. ok damping my jay, chat lalfo wele fubje ct 


to mortality. I could have been well contented 


do be farraker with a race of wmortiale; but I was 
not ſatisfied to be ſingle in this reſpect. L way not 
pleaſed to recollect how trivial would appear to 


me 
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me thoſe concerns of a few. years, about-which the 
| paſſions of men are ſo eagerly occupied. I did not 
like the deadneſs of heart that ſeemed to threaten 
to ſeize me. I began tobe afraid of vacancy and 
torpor, aud that my life would become too uni- 
formly quiet. Nor dich it ſufficiently conſole me, 
to recollect that, as one ſet of friends died off the 
Nage, another race would ariſe to be fubſtiruted 3 in 
their ſtead. I felt that human affeQions and paſ- 
ſions are not made of this transferable ſtuff, and 
that we can love nothing truly, unleſs we devote 
ourſelves to it heart and foul, and our life is, as it 
were, bound up in the obe dt of our attachment. 
It was worſe when J recollected my wife and 
my children. When I conſidered for che fit ſt time 
that they were now in a manner nothing to me; 1 
fe't a ſenſat ion that might be ſaid to amount to an- 
gwih.: How can a man attach himſelf to any 
thing, when lie comes to conſider it as 8 mere 
plaything and amuſement oſ the moment ; In this 
fatement however I am not accurate. Habit is 
more potent than any theoretical ſpeculation.— 
Paſt times had attached me deeply, irrevocably, te 
ail the members of my family. But J felt that [ 
| ſhould ſurvive them all. They would die one by 
one, and leave me alone. I ſhould drop into their 
gtaves the ſtill rene wing tear of anguiſh. In that 
tomb would my heart be buried. Never, never, 
through the countleſs ages of eternity, ſhould ! 
form another attachment. In the happy age of 
elution; happy and auſpicious atleaſt to tlie culti- 
vation of the paſſions, when felt that 1 alſo was 
a mortal, L Was capable of a community of ſenti- 
ments and a going forth of the heart. But how 
could I, an immortal, hope everherecafter- to feel 
a ſerious,” an elevating and expanſive paſſion for 
the-ephemeron of an hour! ane 10 
451 $ 
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As the firſt tmult of my thoughts ſubſided, I be- 
gan, as.it is uſual with pef ſons whioſe: winde are 


turned looſe in the ſearch of viſionary happineſs, (o 


picture to myſelf more fleadilyand with greater mi- 
nute ne ſs, te objects I would reſolvꝭ early to accom- 
pliſh. | would in the firſt place return to Frante; 
my adored country, the iefidence bf my anceſtors, 
whoſe arinals they had adortied, whoſe plains had 
witneſſed'their heroic” feats, ani Whoſe! earth in- 


cloſed their aſhes To France l was endeared by 


every tie thatbinds the human heart; her language 


had been the prartle of my inſancy; her national 


manners and tem pets were twinei with the fibres 
of my conſtitutidn, and cou d not be rooted out; 1 
felt that every Frenchman that lived was my tif o- 
ther. Banifhindetir had only'catifed theſe prejudices 
to ſtrike their tencdtils deeper in my heart. I knew 
nat that I ſhovid fihally'limit ny abode'to France: 

Aman who, like Melckiſedec; is ** without end of 


life,” may well confiller himſelf as being alſo like 


him «© without father, without mother; and with- 
out deſcent.“ But at all events, I would firſt fix my 
children, who did not partieipate in my pr vile Yo 
in heir native foil. T/would reßde there myſelf; a 
Icaſt tit they were fully dilpoſed of, and till esd. 
mirahle parther of the* laſt ſeventcen years of m 
life had reſigued Rer breath. would immediately 
reputchaſe the ptoperty of my anceſtors, wnich had 


been (d'difffefsfully reſigned. The'exile ſhould re- 


torn from his ſeven yests“ baniſhment in triumph 
and ſplendour. Would return to the court of my 


od patroti and friend, the gallant Francis, and pre- 


ſent to him my boy, the future repreſentative of my 
family, now one. year older than I had been at the 
"held of the Cloth of Gold, Tho? an exile from my 


country, I had not been an inattentive witneſs of 


her fortunes: The year hfteen hundred and farty- 
5 four 
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four. was a f markable and intereſt ing yea . in che 
hiſtory of France. The endleſs animgſities of 
Francis and the emperor had broken out with new 
fury about two years before, In the ſpring of the 
reſent year, the count d' Anguien had won a battle 
in Piedmont *, in which ten thouſand Imperialiſts 
weile left dead upon the field, and, which might be 
conſidered as having at length effaced the defeat of 
Pavia, in the ſame pait of the world nineteen yours 
before, The moment it had been announced that 
a battle was reſolved on, the T eee of 
France, with their characteriſtic ardour, had hur- 
riecl to the ſcene, and the court of Paris was, in an 
inſtant, as it were, turned into a deſert. On the 
f Adr er Nl 6 * 
other hand the emperar and the king of England 
had concerted forthe ſame ſeaſona formidable plan 
of attack againſt, our northern frontier. With an 
vi JT bt ws CT DIL CR at 3g 3 * 21 a 
army of twenty five thovſand 
he one on the ide of Champagne, and the other 
of Picardy, they agreed to advance directly into the 
heart of che kingdom, and to unite. their forces in 
THIRSTY VO TPO | hs ie ts ed E133 ISL VE T4 4 
the nei ane of Paris. The laſt.intelligence 
_ that had reached. me Was, that Chateau Thierry, 
Shout twenty leagues from the metropolis, Was in 
BET BE IA COT x09 [007 Corey Waage f 
lie hands of the emperor, and.that the inhabitants 
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ee. 131 p 2 72 1 * a : 
| of the capital, filled with conlternation, were leek- 

Ing their ſafety by Hehe in every direction, Theſe 
- by 24.14 At | ©? IEEE RO SOLE STYLE 1 
circumſlances had paſſed idly by me, ab left little 
FHbſcure peaſant, cut off for ever from the Loſorm 

of my countty, Put, veſted with the extraordinary 


* wers no w intra ſed to . the $a c vas altered. 

aw 1:10 > 10. is oy \# >. lf 441.943 11 Deen 
| | vetei 

T&! ed down Wi \ diſeaſe and catamity, yet retains 
ing the « gina! alacrity and confidence of his ſou 

59 . . F # Foo 3 © 4+ 45 : + © 

ban'l had done, when I ſaw.him in all the pride 
1 4 $d wez23 £53 1 rr 5 
of youth, ardall the ſplendour of proſperity _ | 
3 : was 
TH + The battle of Ceriſolles. 
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was anxious that Charles ſhould now enter into his 
ſervice ; andT determinedence again to aſſume the 
cuiraſs-and the faulchion, that 1 might be the in- 
ſtructor of his youth, and his pattern in feats;of- 
wat. I reſolved chat my 'fhepherd-boy, bred in 
obſcurity among the; waods and mountains, ſhould 
burſt with ſudden; ſplendout upon his countrymen, 
and prove in the: field his noble blood ar d generoue 
ſtrain. I alfo propoſed to, myſelf, both out of ſym- 
pathy for my king, and to give greatet eclat to my 
ſon's entrance into liſe, to fepieniſh with my ttea- 
foxes the empty offers of France, and thus to fur- 
niſh what at this period: ſeemed to be the main 
ſpring upon. Which the fortune of war depended. 
Wick che adysgtages l ceuld affard him. the career 
of Charles could wor failto be rapid ang illuſtrious, 
ind: he would yadoubtedly obtain the ſtaff of con · 
ſtoble of France, the poſſeſſor of which, Montmo- 
Trehcy; was now jn diſgrace- I would marry mx 
daughtersto ſuch ofithe young yobility as I meuld 
find maſt diſtingui ſhed in talents, and moſti ſpotleſs 
in character; | When, by the death of her I moſt 
loved, my affections ſhould be weaned from, my 
country, and the ſcenes to Wich I had been ac- 
cuſtomed were rendered painful and diſtreſſing, I 
would hen ſet out upon my travels. I Would 
travel with ſuch ſplendour and profuſion of expence 
(for this, though mottified in me hy a revstiſe of - 
many years dyration, continued to he the foible of | 
my heart) as. ſhould ſuperſede, the neceſſity of let- 
tors of recoftamendation, and ſecure me à fayourg- 
ble reception. wherover I appeared, I might ſpend 
a life, in a Manner, in every country. that was for- 
tunate enough to allure; wy, Nay, | a en 8 
-provemetits, diſpenſing bleſſings, and cauſing all - 
- diſtreſs; and calamity None me, 
H e eee „ 
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| My mind was occupied in'theſe and ſimilar re- 
veries for ſeveral weeks aſter the death of the ſtran- 
ger. My wife and children had hoped, aſter that 
event, that 1 ſhould have returned to the habits 
which had pervaded the laſt fix years of my exiſt- 
ence, and which they had felt fo eminently pro- 
duCtive of gratification and delight. In this hope 
they foundthemſelves deceived. My domeſtic cha- 
racter was, forthe preſent at leaſt, who'ly deſtroy- 
ed, I had a ſubject of contemplation that did not ad- 
mit of a partaker, and from this ſubject I could not 
withdraw my thoughts, ſo much as for an inſtant. 
. had no pleaſure but in that retirement, where 1 
could be unſeen and unheard by any human eye 
or ear. If at any time Þ was compelled to join the 
domeſtic circle, I diſpatched the occaſion that 
brought me there as ſpeedily as poſſible; and even 
hide] remained in' it, was ſilent and abſent, en- 
groſſed wit my on contemplations, and heedleſs 
and unobſervant of every thing around me. 
My abſtraction was not however ſo entire as to 
prevent me ſrom ſometimes ſtealing, in a fort of 
momemary interregnum of thought, in that pauſe 
where the mind reſis uponthe cham afready paſſed 
'overpand ſeems paſſively to wan ſor the ſequel, a 
glance at my family. I looked at them, without 
"knowing What it was that Idid, and without the 
intention to notice what I fw. Vet, even in this 
ſtateofmental abſtraction, vitible objects willſome- 
times ſuccced in mak ing their impreſſion, I perceiv- 
ed that my wife and children ſuffered ſrom my 
behayiour. I remarked a general air of diſconſo- 
lateneſs, and a mild unexpoſtulating ſubmiſſion »” 
2 * N W 
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what nevertheleſsthe heart deeply deploret. They 
did not preſume ro merrupt me; they did not by 
prying and inquiſitive ſpeeches attempt to extort 
rom. me the'ſecret of the alteration they faw ; bur 
it was manifeſt they conceived ſome great ant 
radical calamity had poĩſoned the heatt of our do- 
me ſtie joy. een JOU 195 L3TIETFLQHT 


It Was thefe ſymptoms chüs 'remarked by mer 5 5 


that firſt touſed me from the inebriation ofmy new - 
condition. I was'compelled to ſuſpect that, While I 
revelled in viſions of future enjoyment, I was in- 
flicting ſevere and unmeſſted paltis on thoſe I loved. 
It was neceflary, if L valued their happineſs; that 1 
fhould deſcend:from the. clouds of ſpeculation and 
fancy, and. enter upon the world of realities.” © 
But here 1 firſt found: a difficulty.to which; 
during-the'reign of my intoxication,” I had been 
utterly inſenſible. I Was rich; I could taiſe y 
family,” as far as the power of inoney extended, 
money which may in fomt-{enfe be Riled the em- 
preſs of the world, to what, heiglits 1 pleaſed. 1 
nad hichetto committeck tire fault, ſo cm 4% 
ges ore, of looking atily to ultim ace objecks and 
great reſting places, anch negle & ing to conſiller the 
ſteps between. This Was an omifhon of hight im- 
portance. Every hing in che. world is conductell 
by gradual prereſs. I his ſeems to bo the great 
- prificiple of harnony in the univerſe. - Nothing s 
e thing is fo blended and ſoftened in 
anotſier, that is impombfe to fa) where the Har- 
tends Sf the dae bez. 4 HT 
This YEmark'38 fufty applicable to che 5 N | 
which wa#p60wbefote ine. Y eftetday I was po 
_ to: thy I Was poſfefor of treafures inexhanttih 


of; 
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How was this alteration td be anndunced?) oo 
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are talks to which the moſt vulgar mind is equal. 
Bat no man ſtands alone in the world, without all 
ace of what he has been, and with ng one near 
Mons thinks himſelf entitled to ſcrutiniſe his pro- 
geedings and his condition, Leaft.ofall was this my 
ede. I was. bound to certain other perſons by the 
moſt facfed of all obligations; I could nat ſeparate 
myſelf from them; [ could not render my ſelf a 
* 5 enigma in their eyes ; though, in the 2 
— 9 other world, the head of x bun, 
$24.4 my natural cenſors and jn x45 5 po 
countable to them for my conduct; b Was My 
duty, ae to all other duties, #0. ſtand as a 
123 vpri ig ht and honourabſe character in their eyes. 
Iftheſe remarks be true taken in a general view, 
they ate much more ſo, when applied to my par- 
 eular caſe: Thiere are men who live in the Midſt 
90 their families, like an eaſtern defpot ſurrounded 
Hah his ſubjeQs. They are ſamething too ſacred 
tg be approached ; their conduct 1 18 nat to be rea- 
ſoned upon; the amount of their receipts ad: diſ- 
butſements is not to be-inſpeted; mor reſa 
_ are pakpown.; no one muſt. ſay to them, We 
est tho ? or, why haſt thou thus comdoctteil thy- 
Fk 1 Even mele perſons will not eſcape tho xt 
Which all men are liable. They cannot kil the 
enerat ſpirit. of enquiry; the 5 ſtery in which 
Ho wrap the mfelves Aide rye. as an addi- 
* 8011 realy : "oy will :fanal I encounter the 
10 gment and verdict of all. For myſelf, Fg had 
| ed in the midſt of my family up 15 ſtem of 
1 5 and a niesdde g 1 had fed 
00 dee y from a momentary ſeaſon of ſeparation 


5 Pk not to have been N A 
| Rea and for ever. 


Firm however as J had 1680 my 4 7 75 
dun to haye been, 1 was now own Nahen 
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* I had moſt dn. L had a ſecret ſource of 

advantage, the effects of which were to be” Particis 

pate by thoſe I loved, white the ſpring was 10 

remain for ever uk own. What mat fougt 

upon chis otcation, Was, that *iny famity ſhogld 

{hare m 140 0 god fottune, and at the fame time be 
fro 


prevent m ſo muh 4s ſufpekking that there 
was any . myſteribus connected with it. To 
effect this, 1 preſently conceived that it would be 
_veceffary , to orice he ſudden and inſtantaneous 
prolperity 1 had prppoſed to myſelf, and mtrogute 
the reverfe of our hee by * and, ir as 
Poſſible, infenſible de 
One thing on which I Weetethe d preparatory 
to the 14 55 meaſures I had in view,” was to 
remove from” my prefenrHabitation, - And take up 
reſidence for a time in the city: of Conſtance, In the 
 Tottage of the mountains it was ĩtn poſſible to make 
04 een aeration in niy eftabhiiment.” My 
ty. was of natrow extent, nor Would it be 
1 3007 e aisle in a countty, the inhabitants of 
hi th were aecuſtomed td an equal allotment, 
13 onfiderably-t to ewlarge it. My houſe was ſmall ; 
© and; unleſs it were firſt pulled down and Built over 
I; 8 the attempt to introduce ſervants, equipage 
of ſplendour into it, would be ridiculous. ' My 
fo g66 gu was not to make along abode where. Enow 
(was; * but, as foon as wy 'farmily ſhould be ſutfici- 
Mi emily prepated. for the Naagtiee to return to m 
o date rat believed that, in the capital of 
the biſhopric, here my name was! a 
memberel by bngle individual, Fſhould be more 
at: Hbetiy to ptoceed/-as'ciremnſtances ſuggeſted, 
än ein my pteſent rural fituation, where ever 
neighbout regarded himſelf as veſted with a fort of 
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Io accouat. for this meafure-to my family, 1 
felt it incumbent on me to confeſs to them a certain 
pecuniary acqu ſition. . Theory that moſt readily 
ſuggeſted jtſeſf was that of the Rrayger having lett 
belund him a cetiain ſum of which he made a na- 
tion to me. This; though in the plain and direct 


ſenſe of the terms irwere, falſe Jet in its ſpirit bore 
a certain reſemblance to.the.truth ; and, with that 
reſemblance, in ſpite of the rigid. adherence to 
veracity, that firſt. ornament. of a gentleman, that 


molt,effential pre«requilite to the regard and affec= 


tion of others, which I had hitherto maintained, I 


was induced to content: myſelf. What could Ido ? 


t * 


I, was.compeled to account for appearances; 1 was - 


forbidden by themoſt foiemn injunctions to unfold 
the truth. I ſhould indeed have felt little compla- 


cence in the: diſcloſure; I ſhauld have been reluc- 
eee eee eee 1a. 


geady began to tee ef. 
rence and ſeparation between, me and y family. 


+ 


introduced a permapent diffe- 


The ſum at- which I fixed the. legacy of the - 


Magger was three. thouſand. crowns, ,, I was not 
inattentive to the future; I ſhould have been glad, 


all aid aut gtzendanee, mult got be, repreſented as - 


Peſſeſhag miges, of treaſure. IDO ogg i ir 
R was;ſpreume. before. Leon 


bg my. preſent.accaunt, to. have ſurniſhed. a mnore; - 


* 


ſelf to break my ſtory to, the, inhabitants of my 


king, 
had hitherto been told by his attendants that 
| he: - 


— 


ſummerchouſe, now the was again permitted 
and play in it, than in a palace all tuck over with 


4 « j s © 
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he was'a mere villager, and who, while his 


youthful imagination is dazzled by the ſplendour, 
that awaits him, yet looks back with a wiſtful eye 


. 
- 
* 


if 


: 


upon. his mirthful ſports, his formet'companions, 


and the ſimple charms of her who firſt obtained his 
guileleſs love. I announced my acquiſition and 


- 


} 


« 


* 
# 


my Purpoſe with a faltering tongue and a beating 


I could perceive that my tale produced few 


emotions of pleaſure in thoſe who heard iti. Julia 
were, warmly attached 


and her mother eſpecially were 
to their as Tok the ſcenes which had 
wittiefled ſo many pleaſutable' incidents'and emo- 
tions. Chagrin, in ſpite, of. themſelves, made a 
tranſient abode upon their colygtenances ; but the 
unrefifting mildneſs of the one, and the conſiderate 
attachment of the other, prevented for the preſent 
their ſenſations. ſrom breaking out into words. 
The feelings however ,that they configned; 10 ſi- 
lence, did; not entitely eſcape tlie notice f the 
lively litiſe Marguerite, She ſympathiſed with 
them, probably Without being àwate that- Far 
were ſad, She came towards me, and, with muc 
anxiety. in her enquiring face, aſked why we nyuſt 
go away. from the cottage ? If I nad get fome 
5 and Huy ſome 
[weetineats, and xibbands, . and new Aotbes, and > 


: 


money, | , anipht 80 to the town, 


hundred more prevtythings, and bring ine home. 
For her part, the N be better pleaſed to put 


on her finery and Make her feaſt W 
0 fo. 


emeralds. and rubies, Her mother, wiped away a 


tear at the innocent ſpeech. of her darling; kiffed 


7 


ber, and bid her go and ſeed; the hen and her 


.chickens.. Charles was the only one in whom 


could obſerye'any pleaſure at my intelligente. He 


Was 


* 
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TR 
ws not 25. yer ili enough to, 8 the ad- 
Rar e 9 155 threethouſandcrownscauld purchaſe; 
de jeu ſparkle, in his eyes, as I an- 

nauneęd 981 of bit ing adieu to retire- 


ment, aud takj . reſt in the Capital of the. 
Mea, 250 ae led. withzthe, Blood of his 
_ ancgſtors;; his mind was inured 20-the: centempls- 


tivn Fi their proweſs. Already ſixteen yeatfsof age, 
her had { Feel burned, K 82 fonh. into the world, . 
1 ee 5 EPR of his ſpecies, and to eſtabliſh, 
claim toſome,rank in their eſtimation. 


al a e the mediocr] NY 177 
He 5 8 gud 
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ae ur 1 10 10 ſilence xa the family, as, 
te Tk 00 PI - 905 dhe. more the bene, 
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| # ed againſt it, the. more re 
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huſband onght, and, give me laid to ſay, as L 
have deſerded, you dd {ee} towards me; could 
not have acted asJoy live aQted to night. 
You muſt'excufe my reminding you of ſome 
things which yon ſeem to have forgotten. L Would 
not me nion them, if they had not been forgotten 
Hen they bought to hate bee u retnembercd. 1 have 
ee e Years\with You 3 5 65 ſtudy 
has nycur "Avant e and pleatur ve 
ine P reproac 0 0 ? Point our 1 
i Any Wing T'could Rave added to your pleafure, 
and e ep 0 lekted it! What F idve done, has 
not been thectiemonious diſcharge of a duty ; a it 
has been the pure. 'emanaiidn' of an attachment that 
knewno bounds.” I have, paſſet! With your! obgh 
| odd fottune Auck ill telle N we were 
Feb. Entered WA ttly*whole heart bits 
pleafu es, 'becauſe't 6 ol 719 A 
were' po or, 1 Endur every - vardihir W Yen 
mere * Then "el 1. Gol dy ou, 1 
Yecontited” vou to You * "4 86 vor wn "to 


wake a tefit of alt che; ho, Regioals1.T touly 


not have' 16g other wile I wow; 
Vo whe juſti © to recollect: that Rave net 
deen a 79 or. irritable compabion.. 10 Ml 
cf advatiries; tr 

Ter ee 


Ford,” What poverty, 1 50 hunger 


Jen [roms Heart. 

1 Have Fr, dich Fo 1G veb gls. En ne 181 Fr 
10 1575 155 ae in or your confidence bee 
the! nated f om Me, d they conſoſec me. fol "| 

1 reſt; . 1 Bui nov Ak NT months ite caſe 12 
Re ent rel), ae You haye during all. 
1495 been buſy, penſive a and: ay itated ; * vt T have 
a as woch a anger to 4 7 meditat ots as if T 
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the lets of fort ape, nd the'b E 
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Ra never been accuſtamed to be their depoſitory. 
You have not ſcrupled toinflidt a wound upon me 
that no {ubſequent change will ever be able to ci- 
catriſe. Nor indeed do I ſee any likelihood of a, 
ange. You announce our temoval to Con- 
tance; what we are to do next, with what views 
or for what purpoſe, I am ignorant. 
© Thave made my deen. , My heart is formed. 
for affection, E aneafy void. 
and defolation without it, If you had thus rob- 
bed me of your attachment ia an early period of 
our intercourſe, I know not upon what-extremity, 
my diſappointment and anguiſh might have, driven 
me. They are harder to bear now; but ſubmit 
LEE 2 - + 4 IN „ * un 
Iris too lale eithpr for relief or remedy: What re- 
muns of My paxers and my firength Lowe to toy - 
5 dare. 1 will not ſeduce them from their father,” 
They may benefited by his purſe or his under- 
derſtan-ing, . though, like me, hey ſhoyld be de- 
4 67). 1 IS >: 21 e 
Pfived of his affection. You may be their friend 
when Law. ng mere. I feel that ibis will bet laſt 
Jong. Tfeelthat the main Tink thatbound me to ex- 
"ISL ; — in LI For — 2 ky in: 
dltroce cannot beſmapped; and thus ſnapped by un- 
VV 
io put a period t my nuferies. Tſhall be your vic- 
1 . 14. 2 * Deer N : 1 dS 3-4 +4 a 
Um in death, after having devoted my life 10 yon, - 
in a way in which few women were ever devoted 
wo their ü ng. 
+, But leis fer what 1 parpofed chiefly to Ly. 
"This i whar my ſiitiation and my feelings Bade 
vowiilingly wrung from me. Though you have 
Fern Deren err? 12 . 
.imured 'me 1a the tendereſt point; 1 fin recollect 
What you were to fee. I ih feel deeply intereſted | 
In your welfare, and the fair fame you are to tranl- 
Mit to your cliſſdren. I inircat you then to reflect 
deeply, before you proceed further. You ſeem to 
me to and upon a precipice ; n.r do the altera- 
— | tion 


„ 
* 
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tion that has taken place in q our manners, and 
the revolution of y our heart, lead me to aug ur ſa - 
vourably of the plans you have ſormed. What is 
this ſtranger? Wherce came he? Why did he. 
hide himiclf, and u hy was he purſued by the offi» 
ceis of juſtice ?;, Had he no relations? Was his 


bequeſt of the ſum he had about him his own aft, 
and ho is the witneſs. to its dehberatenels. or its 


freedom? Vou muſt not think that the world is 
inattentive to the actions of men or their circum»: 
ſlances; ift were, the fame we prize. would be 
an empty bauble. No, fir, a fair fame can only 
be ſecured by uneguivocal proceedings. What 
will, what can be thought (f, your, giving ſhelter 


io an unknowns. d man accuſed of erimes, a man 


never, beheſd r ven by an individual of your ſa- 
mily, and upon the ſſtengih of whoſe alleged he- 
queſt n about to change the whole mode of 
Y eur. * OM 2 4 a 98 OF +4 
Nor, Reginald, muſt+you'think me creduleus 


enou h ton magine lhat you have now diſcloſed the 


ho / CT. the; preciſe truth. -- Three 4honſangd 
crowns:3s not a ſum ſuffieient id account for: hat 
you propoſe, ſor the long - agitation: ef | your 


ſuſtained, Vou mult either be totally deprived of 


rational judgment, or there muſt be ſomething be- 
hind, that ycu have not communicated. What 


do qu purpoſe in goivg! to reſide in the midfi of a 
city; foren ito the manners of a Frenchman, dif+ 
traded u uh internal broils, and embittered to us 


by the rt collection of the extremities we perſonally 
ſuffered in ii? Is your ambition ſurk fo le, that 
it can be gratified by ſoch g tranſiuon? No; you 


mein more than ou have annoupced jeu mtan 
ſome thing you ate unwilling to declare. Conſider 
that meaning well! Put me cut of the queſtion ! 


1 


Pro | tax 
ea, or for4he'change of charaQter. you have 


* 
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Lam nichinig and no longer defire to be ary 
tung. B de not involve yourſelf in indelible 
diſgrace, or / entail upon y yours memory the curſes 
of children 1 vt | 
hat a diſtreſs was mine, who! in deren to ſo 
beten and noble an expoſtulation, could im- 
part no confidence, and iuduſge no ſincerity] I felt 
a miſery, of which, till chis hour, E had been mm- 
hle te form a conception; Fool that L was Phat 
imagined that; ehen ende wed with the bequeſts 
of the ftranger, no further evil | could approach - 
me! Fad, in my viſionary mood, created caſtles - 
red palaces, nd expatiated i the moff diſtant ſu- 
turity; und (here I was; ſtoppeck und d ppoed 
Wille threrbokd, i- the very RtR ſtep ef my 
ccedings What 1 eouldthowever, L did eben 
forth 0. Motzserltey not ie ſegtets of my under 
7255 dec odere ſing) Eroetions af * 
bu. f 
Hen, mot adorable of lw omen! eried J; W 
. my heart: wittyahte nobjeneſs of your res 
: ſtrances ii Never was u man bleſſed ; with! a+ 
partner folacvcommlithed: aut e rem plary as T haue 
Deen HiDays hin Yvoο metits. dan ever be 
-oblitermedfrom uu | FF: you K ; 
feeling oſugratiturſe and; tivation can ever be 
weakened-in' my Doſom d that chie ſtre 
ſungleneſe uf nry attachment can ſuffer: Beens? 
Bear imeowitneſs, heave ,I know he creature on 
the fece/of che chr tlat d enter Into competi- 
towmwhth:you'; there is not the thing in nature 
that h prize in compariſon. 1 love DRE thouſand 
tim bettet than; myſelf; and wonld die w joy 
en purchaſe your, eale and ſatis faction. I tan ge- 
Fer repay the benefits yon have conferred on me; 
1 d never riſe. ta an equality with you. 
What antzuiſh then do you inflict- upon me, 
abs 1 talk af * the victim of my un 
Kindneſs? 
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kindneſs ?: Believe you I can endure, after having 
diſſipated your patrimony and drawn you with me 
into exile, . after. having experienced from * 
tenderneſs ſuch as man never in any other inſtance 
obtained from woman, to entertain the idea gf em- 


bittering the remainder of your life, and ſnorten- 


ing. your exiſtence. I ſhould regard my ſelf as the 
moſt execrable of monſters. I could not live un- 


der the recollection of ſo unheard-of a guilt. If 


you would not have me abhor myſelf and -curſe 
exiſtence, live, .confide in me, and be happy! 
Oh, Marguerite l how wiretched and pitiable 


is my ſituation ! Make ſome allowance for mel 


I have a. ſecret, that, 1, would give worlds to utter, 
but dare not. Do not imagine that there is, or 
can be apy decay in my affection! Confide in 
me Allow to neceſſuy, what never, neyer could 
be the reſult of choice ! in all things elſe, you ſhall 


know, my inmoſt heart, as you, poſſeſs the bound- 


less and unalterable affaction of my1ſoul.}.,... 


Marguerite was ſomewhat, but not wholly 
ſoothed by the earneſtueſs of my protefiations; She 


ſaw, for the preſcience of the heart is never de- 


ceived, that a blow was given tothe entireneſs of 


our affection, from which it would nevet recover, 


She felt, for in truth and delicacy of fentiment the 
vas much my ſuperior, that the reſerye, in which | 


I perſiſted, and for Which I deprecated excuſe, 


mighit. be ſuthciently conſiſtent with a vulgär at- 
tachment, but would,totally change the nature of 


aurs. She, Was aware that. jt related to no ordi- 


-nary pojut, that it formed. che poſe · ſtar oſ my colv- 
duct, chaſ it muſt; preſent itſeli afreſh ſrom day - 


vorcę of the heart. She ſutnnitted however, am 


_ -cndeayawed to appear chearſul. Thongh dhe fel 
7 154 bing 029 BU: 4}; t 1 ky 705 7 . 7 7 2 he. 8 
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the worm of ſorrow gnawing her vitals, ſhe was 
uawilling to occaſion me an uneaſineſs it was in 
her power to withhold. She was ſtruck with the 
conſiſtency and determination of my. reſiſtance, 
and expoſtulated no mormeee. 
We went to Conſtance. We badle adieu to the 
ſcene of a ſix years” happineſs, ſuch as the earth 
has ſeldom witneſſed. J alone had occaſioned 
ſome imperfeQion in that happineſs. There were 
times indeed when, fitting in affect ĩonate commu» 
nion with my wife, and ſurrounded by my chil- 
dren, my ſenſations had been as exquiſitely deli- 
cious as the ſtate of human exiſtence ever had to 
boalt, I felt iny heart expaml; I was conſcious 
to the unreſerved 'uninn that ſubſiſted among us; 
I felt' myſelf identified with all that [ loved, and 
all for - whom my heart was anxiovs. But the 
curſe entailed upon me from the eartieſt pertod to 
which my memory can reach, operated even in 
the cottage of the lake. 1 was not formed to en- 
joy, a ſcene of paſtoral {1mplicity: Ambition ſtill 
Naünteck me; an vneaſinefs, ſcarcely, defined ig 
its objeQ; from time to time recurred to my mind, 
Tf I thought | wanted nothing for myſelf, 1 deem- 
ed a career of honour due to my children. Again, 
When I regarded 'honovr as an einpty phantom, 
and perſuaded myſelf that all conditions of life 
wete/intrinficaltly equ3l; 1 tetollected the fearty] 
ſcene where linnger and deſtruction had hung 
over us in Conſtance, and in imagination often 
pictured to myſelf that ſcene as on the point of 
being renewed. The word of the demon famine, 
ſeemed to my diſturbed apprehenſion, io be fol-. 
pended over us by a hair, Sych had been the 
dravghit of bitterneſs that occalicnally detraQted 
. - from this moſt enviable, as in te Tam Wil 
Ing to detominate it, perio] of my exiſtence iS : 
| | We 
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We quitted our rural retreat, and took up our 
abode in a proſperous mercantile city, I hired 
commodious apartments in one of the grand 
ſquares, not ſar from the ſpot where the fairs arg 
uſually held. Undoubtedly there was nothing in 
this reſidence very congenial to the bent of my 
diſpoſition, or the projects that fermented in m 
mind. I had merely choſen it by. way. of inter- 
val, an to ſoften the tranſition from what I had 
been, to what I purpoſed to be. In tl.e multitude 
of irteſolutethoughts with which I laboured, the 
ſmall diſtance of Conſtance from” the © cottage of 
the lake, made me feel as if the removal thither 
was one of the gentleſt and moſt moderate mea- 
ſures to which L could have tecautſe. 

J had feyer been leſs happy and at peae e with 
myſelf than I was now. Rem general ſociety 
and the ordinary intercourſe of acquaintance | hal 
{Jong been eſtranged,” and it was in vain that] now 
_ .endeavouied to return to habits of that fott. The 
ſociety which the city, of Conſtanee afforded,” had 
few.charws for me. It had no, pretenſichs'tothe 
politeneſs, the elegance; the learning er the geni- 
aus, an intercourſe- with Which had ente bern fami- 
-liar to me. It ſcarcely contained Wikis its walls 
any but ſuch as were occupied in mercBandife or 
manufacture. The attention of its iphabilants 
were, divided between theſe objed s, and the in- 
:croachments which were making upon the ancient 
religion by the Confeffon of Augſbergh and the 
. dogmas ob Calvin. Ihe niajotity of the inhabi- 
tants were Proteſtants ; and; à few years before, 
they had expelled their. bithop; and the canons of 
their cathedral.  Having.hawever.miſcarried ia a 
religious wat into Which they had entered, theſe 
Alignitaries had been reibſtalled in their functions 
aud emeluments. The fiwation thus produced 
10 A 5 8 „ 
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was an unnatural one; and, a ſtorm. was evidently 
brewing, more violent than any which the cuy 
had yet ſuſtained. The gloamy temper and me- 
lancholy auſterity of the reform were ag" Mtile 
congenital to my temper, as the rdid ignorance 
and ſelfiſhneſs of the. trading ſpiris of the nee 


Mie ii A. late of 1 . 18 
A deayoyred ta {eek amuſement in ſuch novelties and 
occupations. as might, preſent theimſelves to à per- 
ſon diſengaged ff tom the general vorter. But if, 
f the qiſtinguiſhe ſ phere | in which I had or ce moved 
ed diſqualified, me for taking an intereſt in ;thele 
pyerilities, the anticipation in which 1 indulged af 
the future difqualified me ſtill more, My domeſ- 
| tic ſcene too no longet afforded me the conſolation 
| and relief Thad been accuſtomed to derive from it. 

larguetite exerted herſelf $9 appear Chegefiul and 
contented ; but it. was an exertion, 1 begah 10 
fear that the arrow of diſappointment had andu6d 
Aruck. upon. her heart. 1 Was an xrquily- odoupie d 
in conſidering what L,was to do, next. I hyped 
that. our next ſtep might operate 0 revive: her 
gaiety, and by additional ſplendour amuſe her ſali- 
.citude.-I, began io fear that I had taken a wrong 
method, and entered the. career of a beiter fortune 
with too much caution and 1imidity., At all events 
J felt that we, no longer lived together as ue had 
done. There was no more opening of the heat 
' between, us, no more intfantine guileleſſaeſs Anil 
ſincerity, no more; of that unappre HEnſive ex h- 
ſure of very [thought eff the ſoul, that adds the 
pure Ze ſt to the pleaſures of Hocteſſie life. We 
in a we of, each tet q each Mas to the other 

A e ab intruſive and! unwelcome” {py 
upon * * * * in. e 1 here 
„ ft 4 
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may be perſons who regard this as an evil very 
capable of be ing des,” bot they. mult be ſuch 
as never knew the domeſtic jo once experi- 
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ANXIOUS to dipert my thoughts from what 
 lioped was only, a temporary evil, I d&erminied, 
abtompatſied by Charles, to make à tour of ſome 
of the cities of Germany. Dreſden Was the capi- 
900 which I was moſt defirous of conducting 
tim. Maurice, duke of Saxony; who held his 
court there, and who' was now only twenty-three” 
years of age, was ihcomparably the moſt accgm- 
plithed prince of the empire.  Defirous as I Was 
that my only ſon thguld kill a diflinguiſhied cafeer 
Thought” I could*nor better prepare him for the 
theatre of his native'countfy, than by. thus iniflat- 
i Ti WJ GI KO, WA 
preatneſs.  _ EI Ed ir og Oe, 
e WH excertfigly delighted with" bis our; 
We had not preceeded man Teagues from Con- 


- 


ance, velbre, indulging” the bent or my mind, 


the obſcure ſtyle in which we travelled and hay-" 
ing pfocuteil & namervils cavaleade' sf Horſes and, 
ſetyants, I fer forward” with cpüftgerable niagni- 


ficence. | We'paſfed through Munich, Ratifl 
And Praghe: At Munich We found ths cottt of 


Mtnp ar RRiſbon, when we arrived at that city. 
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the elector Palatihe; tHe diet of the empire Was 
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Charles had deen almoſt entirely a ſtranger to 
every ching princely, and magnificent from the 
time that he was nine years of age; and he was 
now exactly at that period of human liſe, when 
external appearances are apt to make the ſtrongeſt 
impreſſion. To him every thing that occurred 
ſeemed like a tranſportation into a new world. 
The figure we made procured us as ſtrangers un- 
queſtioned admiſſion into every circle. We mix- 
ed with princes, ourſelves, in garb. and figure, 
confounded with thoſe we ſaw. I had lived too 
in _the.moſt ſplendid ſociety, 
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much and :tco lon 
to 60d any dc in feſuming the unembarral- 
ſed and courtly manners which 1 had for years laid. 
aſide; and Charles might'be ſaid, to ſee his father 
in a new character. X ovelty prompted his ad-, 
miration; he Nas intoxicated with wonder. His. 
diſpoſition had always ed him to bold and adven- 
eprous conceptions ; ,nothing ſeſs than an impe- 
rious ſenſe of duty,cauld have reſtrained him from 
guiniog our humble cottage, and calling himſelf 
yþ66, the world jp nch e boncur and dil. 
ion. Eis generqus heart had beat to burſt away. 
from the obſcurity of his nion; and ĩt was wü 
impatience and, diſcontent that he locked forward 
t6 the life of a fw ain. Yet he knew not how to, 
break through the We that, copfines him. 
It was therefore with trenſparis of delight that 
be faw them yanjſhing as of ;bgmfelyes, and the, 
Free, e 
een er! 
eber of Dijelicy a inhanply more de. 
Iightful to him than the. court of Munich, or the. 
imperial diiplay, of Rat Don. | Here Charles fa 
a young, prince in the flower of his age, whole-. 
talents and ſpirit rendered hum the univerlal object, 
attention and adoration, He temached, in the.- 
—_—— 33 3% +53 MB 143-19 Bs 1 
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fre ofthis eyes, the vivacity of his geſtures, and. 
the grandeur of his port, ſomething ine xpreſſibly * 
different from thoſe princes, of whom it is neceſ- 
ſary that their rank ſliould be announced to 1% 
by ſome-extrinſic circumſtance, that you may not 
miſtake them for a mefchant's clerk, or a city». 
Wende The ſentiment that he breathed as FI 


1 had deg (Het ſome French noblemen of 2 
Proteſtant perſuaſion, who Had reſrted to the 
duke's court in ſearch of employment. They 
appeared not to know me, but that was little ts 
be wondered at, conſidering that had been ſeven 
years abſent from my country, and that the cala- 
mities by which I had been overtaken more than 
once during that period, might be ſuppoſed o 
have proquced a greater effect on me than the- | 
mere fapfe of years would have done. Among 
the'reft 1 remarked Gaſpar de Coligny, who was: 
only twenty: one years of agt at the time 1 deine 
France, and had then been remarked as one of 
moſt promiſing young men his country had to 
boaſt. ' His ſtay here was expected to be ſhort ; 
Ins hopes in his own countr * the ereatneſs' 
of his conhexions, were of f eſt claſs; and 
he had only come to Dreſden ty; e earneſt invi- ; 
tation of duke Maurice, who” rb an ar- 
den aftctian for _— heart led the towards: 


him; 
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him; policy concurred in dictating the applica- 
tion, as, if I were fortunate enough to gain his 
favour, my ſon could not have a friend better 
qualified, either to form his character, or forward 
his adyancement.. e e e 
I wrote to Coligny to announce my requeſt to 
um, and, in a few hours after the delivery of my 
letter, that young nobleman came in perſon to 
wait on me. He informed me that he had done 
ſo, becauſe he had ſomething of delicacy to men- 
tion, which he did not chuſe to truſt to the inter- 
miſſion of a third perſon, and upon Which, as he 
haped ] could temove his ſcruple, he did not ke 
even to beftow the ſormaluy of putting it on 
ene 2 1 wy 
I am a gentleman of France, ſaid Coligny; you 
will . excuſe my ſtankneſa. I. am a gentleman of 
France; you wi l not wander. at the niceneſs of my | 
Honow, Mixing in ſoclety, I do not pretend 
miameſy to inveſtigate the character of every 
perſon with whom 1 converſe; but what Jen fk 
of mey obliges me, to conſult, my underſtanding, 
and enquice into facts I cannot conſent to vouch 
for any man's character to another, fill I have 
laid ſome anention to Ihe ground upon which that 
character reſts. 27 IE A * 72 , | 1 + 4 7 
4 I. remember, the count de. St. Leon with 
. pleaſure andadvantage at the court of. my own ſo- 
" ereigh. Every one admited his accomphihments, | 
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kim with reſpe . Unfortanate circumſtances, as 

Wo all under ſtbod, deprived you of your pattimo - 

ny that is nothing Ry LR a nobleman 
in mis fortune, 386 


Ih! has hen he is ſurrounded 

Wich wealhand.ſplendeurs Youretired into volun- 
"tary" exile; L heard with great grief, of ſome ſub- 
ſoſjuent calamities ĩhat hase nne 
, PY $. 5 f gf | re 
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here in daxory, I ſee you reſuming all your for- 
mer ſplendour, and coming forward with the mag · 
ni ficence of a prince. Other of yout countrymen 
have marked it, as well as myſelf, and feel them+ 
ſelves at a loſs to account for whatthey ſee. 
Excuſe me, count! by your application to me, 
you oblige me to ſpeak freely: F dare ſay, you can 
clear up the difficulty, and account for this ſecond 
revolution in yoor fortune, upon which I ſhalf then 
be the firſt to. conpratiifate'you;” "Fcannor ſuſpect 
a man with your high deſcent and the illuſtrious 
ehatacter you formerly” mintained, of any thing 
diſhonobrable, But you have not ſufficiently 
conſidered the account we all owe to one another, 
and the cltarneſs of procteding we are obliged 
to maintain, not onty to our own hearts, but in 
the face of the world. The preſent occaſion id, 1 
miſt, fortunate for you; and, ben you have 
aſſited me in complying with the rules by-whieh 
every honourab man governs himſelf, I ſhall be 
eaper to publiſh yourjuſtifkcation, and render you 
all the ſervice in my power, 
©, T-was ready to burſt with aſtoniſhment and vex- 
ation: during this repteſem on of We 
Could fed my colour chante from pale to fed. and 
ſrom red to pate.” I could only anſwer with ſuffo⸗ 
dation and inward rage, that 1 was much obliged 
to him; I'wonlt conſider what he ſaid ; I would 
acquaint him with my juſtiflcation; and, when - 
ever it was made, he might be aſſuted it ſhould be 
an amplepne.— IN as cautious astowhat I uttered; 
could not immediately foreſee what it was eligi · 
dle, or what it was poffible to do; and I was re- 
_ ſolved that I would not, by an idle or haſty en- 
preſſion, preclude myfelf, in a matter of ſo much 
; 3 the benefits of future deliberation. 
If u hat I had. juſt heard had come from e 
* f ran ie pet , 
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eg of arace of heroes, and cradled in the lap 
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perſon, I ſhould probably have deſpiſed it; but I 
cli at once that Gaſpar ce Caligny might be con- 
ſidered, in à caſe of this ſort, as the repreſentative 
af all that was moſt honourable and illuſtrious in 


mp naive country. — Finding that l Was igdiſpoſed 


to any further communication on the, ſubject, he 
took a polite lea eand departed; rt 

was no ſooner alone, than I felt myſelf over- 
whelmwed with mortification-and thame.. I had re- 
zoiced inthe bequeſts. of the ſtranger, becauſe I te- 
garded them as4he means of reſtoring me to ſplen- 
dour, and replacing my children in the ſi uation to 
Which they were entitled by their birth. Was that 
Which I had regarded as the inſtrument of the ir 
glory, to hecome the medium of their i nominy 
and diſgrace ? I had ſuffered all other misfortunes, 
Du the whiſper-. of, diſhonour had never been 
breathedagainſt me, I was a ſon of honour, deſceng- 


1177. 


glery, and fame, When we quitted Paris in the year 
1537, my tpcompatatile wife had ſet to fale our 
entire property, reſolved that, thovgh-drivep into 
eile, we would not leave it inthe power ofithe 


meancſt individual to controvert che acred aiten- 


tion we yielded to every juſt obligation. Since that 
ume L. bad declined from) the dobro rank to 
übe humble ſituation of a ruſticycultivating wy lit- | 
die property with my on hands; nay, I had even, 
tor a ſhort/time, hired myſelf as; labourer in the 
gangen of the: biſhop of Conſtance, But the ſame 
diſdain of every thing diſgracefuſ had followed me 


Jo my. .coitage, and cy fruckle bed, which'l had 


efiginglly learned in the halt of cheat ang the 
kalt of my anceſtors. Accorditgly 1 had uniferth- 
ly retaineg.t e ſame honourable chatacter and ſpot- 
fache: St. Leon, the virtbous cottaget, had in 
apthingblemiſhed the name of St. eee 
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with glory | in "the ie of Pavia. Oben, and with 
pride, had I pointed out this circyniſtance to my 
_ fin, adding, Wherever farrune cally you, for.what-" 
ever ſcenes you may be reſerved; remember that 
your. father was unfortun te, but that thr ugh life 
he never acted à deed nor. conceived. a thought, 
that ſhould ſtain your many cheek with. the bluſh 
of ſhame I Land before-you a culprit; as having 
robbed you of your patrimony, bui 1 have preſecy- 
ed br you ent ite the 2 of our hononr 
This had been the farlt - leffor imprinted upon 
my infant mind.  All'orher pofſeſſions I bad ever 

Fi W and worthleſs 1 in compariſon. with that 

luftcious* nume. My indignation; at the 

11 00 t now foſtained;; Was boundleſs. The 
more 1 thought, the more intolerable it appeared. 
Twas irgpaijent. and furious, like a lion. ſicuggling: 
in the toils. I could with 3 Joy have trampled under 
Ty. feet, whoever afp erled me. 1 could have 
azmoned in bod, ht defied. my wg Te 

Fel get combat. Klas, a ray fur, . uf ſele ſa 
dere l It was nd tate? why ated in I. a dark hat E 

ld to conte nd wiin; it was the commentary of 
the world upon incomęſtibie facts. Though a 
hecatomb of fouls ſhould be ſacriberd : at the ſheine 
of my blaſted name, the facts would ſtill remain, 
the myſtery fill'req tire to be .ſolved- . Coligny, 
the virtgous Coligny; had made A We 
the circuniſtances he mentioned; he merely pro- 
poſed x difficalty, and. Waſted my anfaler. .- 

I was calfed upon tp exerciſe the whole of my 
deliberative powers, as tothe reply which as to 
be returned, or the oonduct to de held, upon the 
queſtion of Coligny.. "Every thing l mot valued 
was now at iſſue ; and 2 falſe ſlep *** vader the 
En citcaniſtances could hever be retneved; . I 

another fort of party to deal. with here, Than 
"whe 


1 4 


and his fegacy, Nothing would paſs now, but 


"4 the moment. I hated to think 


of the thrte thouſand c u ould no e 5 
| 
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when I had told Margveritethe tale of the ſtranger 


what bore an open, fair and un uiyocalappearance- 
I muſt tell + whe that 55 bear to be ſiſte 

to the bottom, and that did not fully accord with 
all the youchers with which. it conld be collated: 
I had written to Marguerite, immediately after 
Hunching into the expence with which our four 
had been attended, that I had received an unc x- 
peQed acquiſition om the death of .a.relation of 
my own family in France... T knew that a: gory 


count for the ſtyle in which I. was proces ng, 
this" "Fabrication ſuggeſted itſelf pe: 


in the way ofex planation j 755 1555 . 

1 abhorred'the Jem of al ſhood I was driven, iP. 
Teadiſe. Tt did not pom NA ale "oh 8 98050 ip: | 
ſatuatet at L* as? 1 1 1 0 oecaſſon . 


bn this Bis k i wealth to any Sn put 
my own family. Marguerite, knew, } 
no Ae in France, nor "thereſo any 


obvious means of, verifying or Tefuing this 


deceptiop. But fuch a flory could not be told to 
noblemep of France, withoul being inſtantly liable 
to b compared with known faQs,.andeventua 
19 0 ted uponthe ſpot where.theſcenewas lai of 
Mats e herſelf, I Well knew, had liſtened with 
Ad uy. lathe e had made and ae 
A lege e $ 9 Fl Lrangery;.. what cou ale N | 
ſrom ff; ngers?, They mig! it not all poſſe s her 
good 8 an 1 ohne a but they, mos 5 
Heli ute of that pecſ bh kindneſs.agd; partial Its 
whic were TIN to induce her toorgdit What 
ever Tathrmed.. Bolt neue eee, 705 
ire in. the. getectian cf, ſpecicis pretence3+ 19 | 
ling th im porturate n ** 
th 
14 : 14 7 
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their claims, and temoving the rival who might 
otherwiſe acquire che bi of which they are in 
purſuit. ; {: 84; & 4 
My mid, was All, torn. and. difrafted with 
theſe contemplations, when in the evening of the 
ſame day on which IL had geceived the viſit of 
Coligvy, my attentiou was.ſuddenly rouſed by the 
abrupt entrance of my fon into the chamber whete 
was. ſitting. He opened the door with a hurried - 
28 jon as he entered, and, having claſed it iipe- 
tuouſly after him, advanced directly towards me. 
He they ſtopped himſelf; and, turning from me, 1 
could perceive. a ruſh of crimſon i in his face like 
that of a . do Gvcateds. A phſſion of: tears ſuc 
ceetled, Mook. his frame;; and : ſufhcaently 
proved that his feelings had fuſtained ſome extra- 
ordinary ſhock: | My whole ſoul was alarmed at. 
what I-faw; and; following him as he. retised - 
the other Ede of the room, in the gentieſt accents. . 
I endeavauredto ſoothe him, while 1 enquif ed auith 15 
.carneflneſs and ee mto tlie e wa al 
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He e Sit 1 FRO LY Ds : 
not follow me, beg of yow; but fir. down!.2; 
is manner was earneſt and emphatical) Mes 
c and without knowing What 1 du, [ 
Ws his 3 He came towards ine. 
| aye. no. time, added he, for qualihing and 
form. - $206 ain. n ava , ; 
Vi 


ade”, 
1 0 L was ſhocked at — dAed rule 4 
nels of ti queſtion, pe 


9 Forgive 


5 : 


that you think yourſelf aut 
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Forgive me, my father! I have. always OY 


| affeionate and dutiful ; 1 have ever looked up to 
von as my model and my oracle. But I have been 


inſulted b. t never was one of your! ene 10 teach, 


me to bear an inſult“ 


Is it, replied J, wich che Jana 15 1 
-raQter of a father will ſeldom fail to inſpire under 
ſuch cicumſtances, becauſe you have been inſulted, 


oriſed to come home 
and infult him to whom you owe l but re- 
ſped and reverence? 

Stop, fir. }- Before you. loin my reverence, you 
tans ſhew your title to it, and wipe off the aſpe r= 
. under which you at preſent labour. 

Inſolent, pteſumptuous boy J * that . 
"nod dy you to be inſtructed A m „and will 
i not anſwer ſo. rude a queſtioner ! >To d wo as yet 
_ <{earcely ſhades. your ſehool bo e > 

von ſo forgot the decencies-of-life as 
Father, Nis eye brightened as 1 ſpok 


. 
meer 


1 9 'Yaiare rights Sir E It. give me 2 to foe 


T0 blood riſe in return to my paſſion. , Your ae- 


50 dent 1s the accent of innocence. But, in deen whe. 


8 


. Whatever" may have been the We ell 


* innocent and noble you ſhalt prove —— 
the more Nod. will you foigive my indi 
I cannot tell. My temper does not: * 
beat tlie rudeneſs of a ſon. 701107 do I think that 
"ſuch behaviour as this can be any credit to you, 


me however What is tde inſult 185 has thus deeply |; 
ſtak en you $i 


*. et ner 


the river, and played ſeveral games with the young 
Count Luitmann. While we wert playing, came 
iu the chevalier Dupont, iny y countryman. The 
inſolence of his nature is a ſubjec of general re- 
mark; a che has, a HWY WOE or what 


 reaſon,. 
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reafoft, conctwed 4 pakrſoptif anmofft 40 te. 
A trifſing "dilpiife" Atele between vs. We gra- 
dually ar RP! Hertfireatened to kun ne en, 
of the court; 1 Feſentech the infuft; and Re 
ſionately anſwrted tit the ſon of an advent fer 
and a fflarper had ti büfineſs there, and he would' 
take care ſhould never be Aatmitkeg ag Ain. — 
ed to ſtrike Ric, bi i n Fe and reſent! y, 
lexrftd that the den 155 onen piglne Ws 
which we habe lbemerg ef poverty, © 
ground of his aſpe a: | AK: ained time, and 
reffected mote ffinetty ße . bit wa e 
1 felt that Tee eden dy never remov 
accuſati6h « of this f.  Haw'too, thou; 
ſolerigof} 0 hich * Was introduced; TAY 
adyerted to it 1 „ that the e vat of a 
nature that re XP tanzdon': and T retired in 
Hlenek, Aae fene. he es: 
literate (f@ignoatiny” 6 eh Was expoſe. * 
0 pod, fir,” T 'refort far" . 1 
me back to the inſolent yobch and Hs 
will a plait and K le, that a par 
- 6% fiene for eber theſe be (coffs a8 = 
 Prodchs* Let t be feen this night Which 6 the 
Fb Has molt fully" treritel te be thruſt out of 
 libnourable ſociety”. 1 truſt, Thave bot 6 de. 
meagedk myſelf, bar that our - mana campagions 
il Win te comy "tl e eee (0 re- 
track His 6 per ſons. © 
Chatles, you are ton warm. and NILS 


"Eh | 60 wart; or whip ear m my tf: her loaded 
W cle telt 1 ee = 

8 1 dung, and i, an liked 5er bete in in 
* 19 0 2 b 

cit to, 1 N 1 
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Excuſe tel yo father 4 Though the names | 
Ker ye were beſtowed. upon you, it was 
againſt meg, t the inſult Was employed. I muſt 
n ately, and obtain N This is a 
A: in ſome degree fix my charac- 

TH fox 83 Ieannot 
e N ry: it impoſes. | Qaly tell 

we 117 85 ay. Furniſh me with, a 
N [wank ins explanation af what, 
a 28 ober 10 , ad and 1 undertake. for 

ve... ; 


8 7 875 {ce, 55e. chat you, ere e moved, and bail 


| N e My, band, be need eameſtly.in.my 
pos, be, ſee ed en ann ond I 
een Jan 


5 . de u the. Bower r ofthe k Erenghs 
* me this, morning 

2 . 14 be and ny wa 
| culty,. with, which Dupont has 

taunted 1. | was. meditating. and ar- 

— ATP, bye now, when you catered. 


theſ $588 A ee ” 


theſe words Charles let g 9 my 

1 5 e Sant] MEIN with e videm tokens 

! and chagrin. He pauſed for a 
moments, and then. refumed.; 

1 * Wis do, yon tell me of meditation ry arrange-- 


Why did. you ſend away Coligny' wnan- 
"Ber of why baffle and 8 f. 


my. fenquiries I Know not all the ſourdes of 
5 bot I cannot doubt that the medium 
rough which wealth has. honourably urs 
- ae without. effort. and premeditation;. eaſily be 
xplained. A joſt. and a brove man acts fearleſs)y 
Wich explicitneſs ; he does not vn; but 


33 1 ; court, 


* 
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court the! ſcratiny- of mankind; he hves in the 
ſace of day; and'the-whote- world confefles the 
clone” his ſir ren 
duct. nr ; 


"Sins z hnveijuſt for man bog on the well of 
life. | There is one le dn you have taught me 


which I fwear never to forget; to hold life and 


all its advantages cheap, in compariſon with an 
honourable fame. My foul burns with the love 
ol diſtinction. I am im patient to burſt away from 


the- goal, and commence the illuſtribus carder, 


} fee} that | haue a hand and a heart capable of 
executing the purpoſes that my ſoul conceives. 
Uninured to diſhonour, or to any thing that 
ihould control the paſſion of my boſom, think, 


ir, whatare my emotions woe has Jol occur. 


Fr 


II beste ebe 0 ene bosble ſtation. 
F owed this diſadvantage; you tell me, to your 


error. I forgave you; I was content; T felt chat 


n was incuindent on me by my ſveord and my on 


of own pover diſſipated _— 
| 0 eſtate. 501 9 yo — 


were poor, but not diſhonoured f I 5 — 
vour to ſupport yo eee Flood 


= 


Iv - you- 
3.85. 1 | 
* 
„ V — 


exertions to he] mi way to drſtinction- You 
have ſinee exchanged the lowneſs of our ſituation 
for riches and ſplendour. At this revolution I 


felt no diſpleaſute; Iwan well ſatisſied to ſtart 
upon more advantageous terins in the tace I de- 
termined to run. Bat, ſir, whence came theſe 
riches ? Riches and: poverty are comparatively 


indiſſerent te me; but I was not bon to be a 


mark for ſhame to point her finger at. A little 
while ago you were poor: you were the autHor 


your couck in ſiekneſs g 1 enerted my manual la- 


F 5 
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you for your affe ction to my mother ; I. liſtened 
with — to the waer pot your youth; I 
vvus convinced ſhould never bluſti to call Regi- 
nald de St. Leon my father. 1 believed that leſ- 
| ſons of honour, ſo impreffive as thoſe you inſtilled 
into my infant mind could never flaw: but from 
an honourable ſpirit Oh, if there is any thing 
equivocal or ignoble in the riches we have diſ- 
pla ved. reſtore me, — — unble- 
miſhed and virtuous poverty; 

Leas aſtaniſhed at the . and mankneſs 
of fpirit that Charles upon this. occaſion diſcovet 
ed: coulil ſcarcely believe that theſe were the. 
thoughts — a youth under ſeventeen 
years of age I falt that every thing illuſtrious 

and excellent might be augured of: o, who, at 
theſe immature years, "manifeſted ſo. lofty and 
generous: a-foul. - I could have prefied-him in my 
arma, have indulged my;:emougns in ſobs and 
tears of tr and congratulateil myſelf. that. 
E was father to ſo wor h — But his temper 
and manners awed, and held me at a diſtance. 
This was one conſequence of N logagies of, be 
ftranger ! - 37:24 Ws. To i i 2 1 . 
Charles E ſaid 1; your indes, extort my gen- W 
lee For the world a tale mull be prepared 
chat ſhall ſerue ta elude its curioſity and. its; ma- 
fee. But to yen l eonfeſa, there is a myſterꝝ au- 
4 nexed-to.the acquiltions of,this wealth: that can 
A neverche explained fie; 03: een Ne 
le ſtcod.aghaſt at my words Am L believe 
4 2 cars? yet ak ry A; by al. ry. never to 
2 T1 adjure-you by ee 
e you hold. ſacred⸗ | d Shen 

His voice was: :drewped ame diem g uh . 

benga ne With. aa acion of ved . 
en, he took hold of my hand. N. 

8 
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No, fir, no artful tale, no diſguiſe, no hypocri- 
fy |——As he ſpoke; his voice ſuddenly changed, 
his accent became clear and — ——W i\] 

u:conſent this very hour to quit the court of 
Dreſden, and to reſign fully and without reſerve 
this accurſed wealth, for the dee of on 
err refuſe io count d 

MWhence, replied I, have you the intelanoe⸗ to 
make ſuch a propoſal? — No, I will not! 
Then L ſwear by the omnipreſent. and eternal 


ry Sod, you-ſhalt-never ſee or hear of me more! + 


I: perceived that this was no time for the-afſer- 
be paternal am herity. I ſaw that the 
boy was ſtrangely and deeply moved, and I endea- 
. voured to ſoothe him. I l. that the wholecourſe * 
of his education had infpued him with an uncon- 
trolable and independent ſpirit, and that it was o N 
late to endea vous to reprtſe it. 


My dear Charles, ſaid 1; what is come ages; 
: To hear - the- ſtr 


ange language you” e py 
ſhould ſcarcely know you. This impertinent I 
pont has put you-quite beſide yourfeif. : Another 
ume we will talk over the matter calmly, and de- 
pend upon it, every. thing __ be ne IO 
la is faction. 
Do not imagine, fir; chat r my ſelf: poſſeſſion 3 is 
not perfect and complete. What I. do, 
and my reſolution is unaberable. If you ve 
any ex plana ion to give, give it no.]. If you 
will yield io my propoſal, declare your affent and 
am again your ſon. But to bear the infults of 
my fellows unanſwered, or to-live beneath" the 
_ eonſtioulneſs of an artful- and fictitious tale, no 
conſideration an earth ſhall induce me. *Fiove 
you, ſir ; I cannot forget your leſſons or s 


f Ames, 1 Oy ö fiſtet 
— 1 
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. words can tell how "dearly and. how much. But: 
Wb my reſolution is taken; I ſeparate my ſelf from 
W von all and for ever. Nothing in my. mind can 
come in unreinen with «iſe. of unblemiſheg 
honour... 
And ace you ſuch a novice, 26 to need the be- 
ing told that honour is a prize altogether aut of 
the reachof an unknown and defalate: wanderer, . 
ſuch as you propoſe to become? My wealth, boy, 
is unlimitad, and can buy. ſilence from the mali- 
cious, and ſhouts and applauſe from allithe world. 
A:golden key ualacks the caceer of glory, which 
the mean and R han are never allowed ta 
ente. k 
Show not-ſuch 2-novice, 5 nk to 8 heard 1 
the language of vice, though I never expected to 
bear it from a father. Poverty with integrity 
ſhall contept me. The reſtleſs eagerneſs of my 
ſpirit is ſo great, that L ill truſt to its ſuggeſtions, 
aud hope to ſurmount the obſtacles of external, . 
appearance.» II am diſappointed in ihis, and 
deſtined to periſh. unheard of and r eee 8 
at lenſt L will eſcape reproach. Lill nether be 
—.— with the deeds,. nor sive ottetauee io. the T 
maxims of diſhonaurs© - 
Charles, replied I, he not the * —.9.— 7 7 
your! father! L-ſwear.:to.you- by every thing 
that is ſacred; and you, know. my integrity: 
never did the breath af. ere e e 3+; 
lips — Wt” 7 &' * 
= "He paſſionately: :ativrupich: me, Bid he 
firanger bequeath, you three "thouſand ducats? + | 
Have!yow lately, received an unexpeRed. acquiſi- 
tion by the death of a near relation in France? 
„Las ſilent, this waz et mament on r 
aud rqvixocation. $9756 A en gat 21 TRY 
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Oh, my father, how is your charadler changed 
apd be You ſay ti ue. For ſixteen years 
Fa dere a breath of fafehood from your lips; 
] ruſted you, as I would the 6racles of etern. 
truth. But it is paſt! A few ſhort months have 

Jluted and defaced a whole life of integtity. In 

oW many obſcu rjties and fabulous inconſiſtencies 
have you entangled youtſelf? Nor is it the leaſt 
of the calamities under which my heart ſickens at 
this moment, that I am reduced to hold language 
like this to a father! oo kD 
What miſery was mine to hear myſelf thus ar- 
raigped by my own ſon, and to be unable to utter 
one word in reply to his aceuſations.), T's be Hus 
triumphedoyer by a firipling ;and 10 ſeel che moſt = 
cruel degradation, in the maniſe ſtation of an ex: 
cellence that ougbt to have ſwelled my heart wi 
ratylation and tranſpoft-! 1 had recollaed my 
8 ae for near forty years of exiſtence: 
J had dropped frony my memory wy; tccent dil- 
race, and dayed to appeal to my acknowJedged 
veracity z, when, this retort from wy ſon came s? 
plunge me tenſold deeper in a ſea o ſhame. | Hg 
„„ IL GE 1631. a Ds 
I am vo longer your ſon I am compcNed.to we 
Wiſchaim all affinity with your! \ But ahis wandt a 
By your diſhcnour, you have cut ne off fem 
the whole lige of my anceſtors.” I cannot claiw 
affinity with them, - widiovt ,acknovJedging my 
relation to vou, You have, ine ech be 
ropdy av Muſtrigus houſe,” The ſyn of Sts leon - 
is ſer forever I. Flanding as Ho. a ande far,» 
honovrablefame; J. Muſt hei fond by u ee 
ſelf, as if dman-could begwhy | wn eXiffn 


ence, and muſt expect nd quid no ſavour, na pre, Þ 


poſſeſſion, from, apy earthly, .configeyation, Jayg - 
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” My ſon, replied 1, you. cut me to che Heart. 
Such is the virtue you. diſplay, that T muſt confeſs 
myſelf n never to have been worthy of your: and I 
begin to fear I am now .lefs worthy. of you than 
ever. Vet yo mult ſuffer Ws to fich What L 
Was about to fa 65 when you paſſionately inter- 
rupted me. # 3 wear then by every thing t chat is 
facred, that 1 am innocent. Whatever interpre- 
ration the world may put upon wy ſudden wealth, 
there is no ſhadow ( 41 ihoneſt y” 8 guilt competed 
5 iis acquiſition, The circunifances 125 
are buch. that they muſt fever Be gifels 
Fi bound W ſecrecy i the 3277 Park db 
en and this has led qe td bttef 1 aug 
ſteht tale. But my conference. has-no thing. 


confi 
with which. to 151 me. If then," Chafle ' 
wy fon, once my friend, my belt and deareſt 8 : 
folation 1 ——1 5 . Hand, Abd ch Pen 
e as I ſpoke——if you ie Tefothite ro ſepa 
rate yourſelf Rosh . 1 2 take this fcb 
fion' with you wherever you go, — Whatever 4 | 
my external eſtimation, 14 ant got e 
Vice, yout father is uct & villain'! eke on 
"Abs, my father! je ine Chizrle? ith 195 
; whit am 1 to believe What ſecret᷑ can be 
50 in ſo ſttange a reverſe of fortune that is "het 
difhonourable FEY Habe g ven utter pace 2 
fe rent Mons on ille fahrt, fctions tk that you naw 
ebnet to be fuck hoch afl TLio de cone eh that. 
what Jou fay hx, moment is not dickated more 
a tegard ' Hugh tratfallity, "than' by the fun- 
_phieiry af cations trütlt 7 lf ! beliche'yo U, 1: am 
| — hiv oreilit wilt be the offspr Mpring i you of in- 
eltnation, than of ptobabilir 2 00 indeed, if T 
believe you, 'Whatavails it?” The world will not 
believe. Your charaQer is Blaſted; ; your honour 
* aud; anteſs't {eparaty" mpfelf from 


5 33 0 p 
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vou and own your an. 1 ſhall be involved in 
the ſame diſgrace. 

Saying thus, he left me, and. i in about half an 
bor returned. His return 1. had not foreſeen; * 
had made no uſe of his abſence. My. mind was 
overcome, my underſtanding was ſtupiſied, by 
ſituation and events , I, had;;{@ little expected. 1 
nad ſtgod,. unmoved, leaning, againſt, the wall, 
from the inſtant. of his departure · I ſeemed. rogted 
to the ſpot, ineapable of calling np, iny fortitude, 
or arranging My. ideas, My eyes. bad, rolled, my 
brow. was knit, I had bit my WA, my. tougus 
with agony. From Ar to time, 1 0 
few words, My ſon; myſfon wealth we 

my wiſe:l--my. ſon dr they were 
vent A without meaning. 2 6h 

Rm ha am os 8 W 8 12 

ee conyerſation ha and} the no 
p ade in ngering, rovied me, He. had his hat 
in his hand, Which Here From, him,: and ex» 
15 with an 10 deiechion agd ait | 

en e fn. Mae a 

, a 4 — youperk jn you bak 
and calamitous re If you ha 1 9 55 
tion 12 Fs 5 your ae Jour 
Wet dif At motels 1041.08 

Ts not, 1 EN urn we f pale 

tuggle again it in 97 

N ſufficiently. r but it ap be inſane trop 
voice as he 7705 Wat a e d. and e 
vl the weight of en A K 
4 Then— are my) 1 Yet the why you 
Home proven for Jour Jong. . — 8 alen 
tüte. Na ame the Jum you; w. 1 e whay- 
ever is. 17 amount, it Wine YOUF Sorry 4 

L wil have ngthing, It e n ; 
"OE! ſplendour | was at br . Ns 
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dazzled, that has deſtroyed us. My fingers ſhall 
not he containinated with an atom ef it, What is 
to be my fate, as yet I know not: Bat I am 
young, and ſtrong, and enterpriſing; and courage- 
dus. The leſſons of honour and nobility live in 
my boſom. 1 Though my inſtructor is ſoſt, his 
inſtructions ſhall not be van n 
Once more fare we! From my heart I thank 
you for your prote?ations of mnocence. Never 
will I part with this laſt conſolation, to believe 
them. T have recolleRed the” manner in whieh 
were nttered; it wos the manner of trutly. 
chere be any evidence'of a contrary tendency, 
that I will forget. Though to the wort] I (Mal 
de without father,” and without relatives, 1 Win 
(It retain this ſacred canfolation for wy Hours bf 
_Yetrement and Tolitade, that my aneeſtorg were 
Hmnaurable, and my father, in, (ſpite af all pre- 
| tons to He contrary, —was innocent #7" | 
How hard it is to uit forever a famity of fore 
nt affetion'as os hav been! Bear” witneſs for 
me, how deeply. I ſympathifed With you at Paris, 
In Switzerland, i Conſtance F Phouph-niow-you - 
 Gifſolye the tie between us, yet tiff no. Hevet Hail 
/ ® ſan greater reaſon for gratitode to a father. You i 
_ and my mother have made me hat I am ; And that 
I may prefetye what: you Have mäde me, T now 
caſt myſetFupon'an untried world. The recoſſet- 
Von of what I found you ini the paſt period of my 
nie. Man de for ever cher iſfteil in my memory 
I.quit my mother and my fiſters without ledve- 
taking or acken. It would be a froiftefs and pain- 
ö Tot ien to-whar each party uſt Tern to bear. 
NS; excellent, IT Pn ot eee 
. Pf my var us my wiſhes are yours, my ptay- 
rs all . poured ont for ybu .d. 
r, who rob them of 2 ſon arid a btothet, bo cateful 
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to make vp to them a loſs, which I doubt not they 
will account grievous | Lean do nothing far them. 
I can throw myſelf into the arms of poverty it 
is my duty. But, in doing ſo, I muſt ſeparate 
myſelf from them, aſſuredly innocent, aud worthy 
of more and greaterbenefits than I could ever con- 
fer on them — Farewell! in 
Saying this, he thirew. himſelf into my arms, 
and I felt che agonies of a parting embrace, 
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For ſome time I could net believe him depatt- 
ed. When, J retired to reſt, I felt the want of 
Charles to preſs my hand, and with me refreſhing 
f umbers ; and I paſſed.on, ſad and folitary, to my 
chamber, When | came next morning into the 
break ſaſting room, Charles was not there, to greet 
me with looks of. affection and duty; andthe gild- 
ing and ornaments of the apartmens were to me 
no leſs. diſconſolate than the damps and ſootineſs 
EIn A 
I boped he would return. I knew how'tenderfy. 
mc was-attached to his mother and hi{iflers #5 1 
as fully conyin« ed that the affeQtion'for me u hich 
had been the perpetpal habit of his mind, cou 
not be entirely eradicated from His heätt. 1 men- 
tioned him not in N the pen 
Tingered,,,my hand tremd ed, when I thoeght 'of 
him; Tea neither pretend that he was with 
me, nor announce the citiſtiophit of®his abſence, 
But I opened the letter of Marguerite wah H 
increaling, impaticice. | Finding ar te itt hip 
ut ig me, I hoped that ſome alte tation uf the 
e eee 
Keg op mmm 
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him to Conſtance, In vain I hoped! There 
reached me, by no conveyance, from no quarter, 
e ne 
How ſurpriſing an event ! A youth, hot ſeven- 
teen years of age, forming and executing in the 
fame inſtant the purpoſe of flying from his parents 
and his family! Deſerting all his hopes, all his at- 
tachments, all his fortune - Refuſing the ſmalleſt 
particle of aſſiſtance or proviſion in his entrance 
upon the wide ſcene of the world! Oh, Charles! 
exclaimed I, you are indeed an extracudinary and 
admirable youth ! But are you fortified againſt all 
the temptations of the world and all its hardſhips? 
Do your tender years qualify you to ſtruggle wick 
its unkindneſs, its indifference and its infults ? In 
haw few quarters is merit ever treated with the 
attention and behevolence it de erves! How often 
is it reduced to tremble: with Se Ry the 
ſcoffs and brutality, to which it is expoſed, and at 
the fight of folly and vice exalted jn its ſtead, ab 
appointed ic defpor aud its maſter !: My, fon} m 
ſon ! what will be your fate? Is your un'cafoned 
frame Teſerved to perith by hunger, in borren de- 
ſerts and beneath inclement Kies? Will you not in 
ſome hour of purer ne and unpitied 
lonelineſs, lay yourfelf dosen in Nga ane die ? 
Wilt van nor be made the flaye of ſome capricious © 
_ tyfatit for bread? "Generous as is your nathre, will 
it be eternally provf againſt reĩterated temptation 7. 
Upon whit world are you turned adrift? a world” 
of Whit ou Kiigh as fle, zs the poor affight-. 
ed foul of à dying man knows, hen launching - 
into the inyſteriovs, impenetrable abyſs of eter- 
nity } Unnatural father, to have reduced my only 
108 to this cruel alternative I fhould with a les 
Jathing and agonifing heart Rave accompanied lis 
Saber rl 16 the grave.” Dieadfvt as thi 
GBs 4 | parting 
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parting is, there at leaſt the anxious mind of the 
{urvivor has reſt, There are no thoughts and de- 
vices in the filence of the tomb. There all our 
proſpects end, and we are no longer fenfible to 
pain, to perſecution, to infult.and to agony. . But 
Charles, this deparced, -wand-ring on the face of 
the globe, without prote dor, adviler or reſource, 
no lapſe of years can put a cloſe upon my anxiety 
for him I Tf1.am, in eaſe and proſperity, I cannot 
reliſh'them, for my expoſed and living ſon may be 
at that moment in the 172 of miſery ! If I am 
miſelf opprefſed aud fuffering, che thought of 
What may be his fare, will forma dreadful :ddi- 
tion to all my other calamities !' V hat am I to ſay 
of him uport my return to Conſtance? If he had 
.died, this Was 2 natural caſualty; and, whatever 
grief it might occaſion, time no doubt would mol 
ſify aud abate it But what account can now be 
rendered of him to his diſconſolate mother and 
rerrified fifters'? How can 1 lift up my head in 
their preſence, or meet che. glance of their re- 
ee eee eee 
The idea had occurred to me, in the inſt ant of 
Charles's departufe, and immediately aſter bis 
exit, of detamiug or bringing him back by foree.” 
He was by his extreme yow'h, according to the 
maxiins of the World, ſtill in a ſtate of goardian-- . 
ſtrip, and -ungu:4ifed to be che choofer of his'own' 
actions. But to this mode of procceding, how- 
ever deeply I felr the cataſtrophe which had. ub en 
place, I could never conſent It was in utter hoſ-! | 
tility to the {efſons of chivalry and honour, wink 
which I had'been familiar iſed from my earlieſt 
infancy. There might be many eaſes, in whick 
this reſtraint laid by a father upon his child would; - 
de ſalulary. But the-idea® which had ogcaboned 
che feceſhon of Charles, was deciſixe in this in- 
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ſtance. What tight had I to claim him to diſho- 
nour? The whole bent of his education had been 
to impreſs him with the feelings by Which he was 
now actnated. If I deiained him for a ſhort time, 
was there any vigilance on earili that coul finally 
prevent him from-executing a purpoſe upon which 
Ris whole ſoul was reſolved 7 Oc, ſuppoſe there 
were, muſt not the canſequence be to break his 
ſpirit, to deprive him of all manlineſs and energy. 
and to render him the mere drbgping and ſoulleſs 
fhadow of that conſpicuaus hero | had been anxi- 


- 6us/to make him? It might be ſaid indeed, that 


this was the determination, of a, bay, formed n an 
hour, and that, if I detgined him, only long enough 
for deliberation and reviſal. he would then of his. 
own accord retraꝗ᷑ fo 3 project. But 1 

felt that it as a reſolution formed, to endute, and 
was built upon principles that couſd not change ſo 
long as an atom of - his. mind remained. No; L 
was rather diſpaſed to ſay, however. grievous was. 


_ the wound he inflicted on me, Go, my; ſan}. Act 


on mine! I admire your reſolution, though I can- 
nt imitate it. Your pur poſe is lofty and godlike; 
and he that hai boursit, was not horn io be aflave. 
Be ſree; and may encry power prop ious to ge · 
netoſny and virtue, ſmaoth your path through bfe, 
And ſmiſe upon yeür deſite 2! 
The anguiſh I felt far having, loſt my ſon, and 
in this; 4 ainſuk and reproachſul manner, was not 


- diminiſhed to me either by ſociety or nmuſement. 
= I dared net: go out! of my houſe., Law no.ong 


but any awn-attendants;'! E had-notthe courage to 
meet the countenance of a human creature. knew . 
northo far pet ſons in Dreſden might have hearg- 
the injvrious. reports which had occafoned the 


8 High. af my ſon, or even have been acquainted 


with 
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with the nature of that flight. I had promiſed to 
fee Coligny again, but, alas! the affair which had 
at firſt led me to wiſh to ſee him, was now at an 
end. I had no heart to ſeek him; nor indetd 
did I know what ſtory I was to tell him, or ho- 
I was to remove the ſuſpieions he had w_ 


againſt me. The machine of human life, * 
conſtituted of a thouſand parts, is in, all its parts 
regularly and ſyſtematrcally: connected; nor is it 
aly to inſert an additionat member, the ſpuriouſ- 
neſs of which an accurate obfervation will not 
readily: detect. How was I to affign a fource of 
my wealth different from the true which would 
not be liuble to inveſtigation, and, when inveſti- 
gated, would not · be ſeen to be eounterfeir? This 
indeed is the prime ſource of individeal-fecurity , 
in human affairs, that whatever any man docs, 
may be ſubjected to examination, and whatever * 
does not adimit of being ſatisſa d orily acedunted 
far; expoſes him whom it concerns to the moſt 
injurious ſuſpicions. © This law of our nature, ſo 
(abtary-in Hts general © operation; was the fit 
ſource of all my misforrunes. 
began now feriouſly to 0 what * 
ment f was to paſs upon the betueſts of the ſtran- 
Were they to be regarded as à benefit or a 
misfortune? 'Ought they to be ſet on a'par with © 
the patloned rode bf Neſſas, which being ſent * 
token of affe tion, was found in the experimert, 
o eat into the fleſh; and burn up the vitals, ot 
him that wore it? Should I from this inſlant re- 
ject their uſe, and returning to the modes of life 
<ſtabliſhed among my fellow men content myſelf 
with the affe ion ot theſe with whom l had in- 
tercoutſe, though. poverty and Der ſhould be 
mingled: with * enn 18 | 
Vor. . n N. EET IL © 
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The experiment I had made of theſe extraordi- 
ry, gifts was a ſhort one; but how contrary were 
aſl the reſults I had, arrived at, from thoſe Llooked : 
for? When the ſtranger had arrived ſix months 
before at the cottage; of ihe lake, he had found me 


apo man indeed, hui rich inthe conſidenoe, and 
bappy in the ſecurity, and content, of every mem - 


ber of my family. I lived in the boſom ot nature. 
Turrounded. with the luxzuriance of its gifts, and 
the ſublimity of -its features, which the ramantie 
elevation of my ſoul particularly fitted me to re · 
Ith. In my domeſtic ſcene I beheld che golden 
age renewed, the ſimplicky of the paſtoral life 
without its groſſneſs, à ſituation remote from 


cities and courts, from traffic and hy pocriſy, yet 


not unadorned with taſle, imagination and know- 


ledge. Never was a family more united in ſenti- 
ments and affecdlion. Now all this beauteous ſcene 


Was delaced]! All was ſilence, ſuſpicion and 26. 
ſerve. The ene party dared not to:be ingenuous, 


and the other elt that all the paradiſe) of attach- 


ment was dwindled. into an empty name. No 


queſtions were aſked; for no honeſt: anſwer was 
given or expected... Tho? corporeally we might 
fit in the ſame apartment, in mind a gulph, wide, 
e and tremendous, gaped between us. 
y wife pined in ſpeechlels grief, and; it was to 
be feared, had ſuſtamed a mortal blow. My fon, ; 


by my only ſon, a youih of ſuch promiſe that I would: 
not have exchanged him ſor empires, had diſap- 


peared,. and, as he had folemnly. ayerred, for 


ever. My heart was childleſs; my boſom was 


bercayed of its deareſt hope, It as for him prin- 
cipally, that I had accepted, that I had rqoiced in, 
the gifts of the ſlranger. My darling viſion, was : 
to ſee him cl6thed-in the harneſs, ſurrounded with ,. 


the ioſiguia, of a hero. * here was nothing I had 


ö 


* 


1 
- 
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fa earneſtly deſired, as that his, merits, graced * 
with the favours of fortune, might cauſe him to 
ſtand confeſſed the firſt fubjeCt of France, a ſitu- 
ation more enviable than that of its monarch, 
ſince he who holds it, is raiſed by deeds, and, the, 
other only by birth, and if Jeſs reſpe *ed by in- 
tereſted courtiers, is certain to be more honour- 
ed by the impartial voice of hiſtory, Zut, if L 
felt thus deſolate and heart-broken for the loſs of 
my ſon, what would be the ſentiments of his 
mother, more fuſceptible to feel, and in her pre- 
ſent weakneſs of ſpirits, leſs vigorous to , dings 
than myſelf, when the dreadful tongs ſhould 
be communicated to her ? 

Yet I could not reſolve to renounce "donations; 
which I had fo dearly appropriated. L held it to 
be baſe! and cowardly to furrender gifts ſo inva- 
luable, upon ſo inſufficient an experiment. He, 
I thought muſt be a man of ignoble aud grovel- 
ing foixit, ho could eaſily be prevailed on to part 
with unbeunded wealth and immortal life. 1 had f 
but juſt entered upon the vaſt field that was open 
to me. It was of the nature of all great under- 
takings, to be attended with difficulties and ob- 
ſtaales in the commencement, to preſent a face 
calculated to diſcourage the man that is infirm of 
parpofe. © But it became my deſcent, 'my-charac- , 
ter and retenſions, to ſhew myſelf ſerene in the 
midſt of ſtor nis. Perſeverance and conftaney : 
are the virtues of à man. Affairs of this exten- 
ſive compaſs often prove in the iſſue the reverſe 
of what they ſeemed in che outſet. The tempeſt 
might de expected to diſperfe, difficulties. to un- 
ravel themſelves, arid unſooked for concurrences 
to ariſe. All oppoſition and hoſtile appearance 
give way before him who goes calmly onward, . 


and ow to be. IPO * 
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CHAP. Nx. 


2 


1 


| was aha FRE i ore myſelf e on to e in 
the path upon which I had. entered. Having, re- 
mained ſome time at Dreſden encouraging m ylelf 
with the hope that Charles might yet join me be- 

fore: bquited that city, I began to think of once 
more turning my ſteps towards the refidence of the 
gelt of my family; This was no chearfulthoitght, 
bur upon what Was Ito determine? 1 had a wiſe 
hom l ardently loved, and three daughters the 

dlarlings of my Heat. Becauſe I had Joſk a. beloved 

ſon, was I to eſtrange myſelf from the reſt of my 
kindred ? I already felt moſt: painfully” the de- 
tachment and widowhood to which Lwas reduced, | 
and I clung: with imperious aſlection ro what re- 
mained of my family, The. meeting I purgoſed. 
muſt hea melagcholy one; but, in che ſorrows of 
the heart chere is a purer and nobler gratification, 
than in the. moſt tumultuous pleaſures we can par- 
take while affe c ion is ſilett. I looked forw arqin- 
deed to ſcencs of endleſs variety ary attraQion, but 


in the mean time what ſeemed firſt. to demand m. 


"4 
Ce.” 
17 IL, 

5 
44 


atlention was the beleved £ixcle 1 Had left bebind 
in the, city of Conſtance. 

1 retraced upon the preſent 9 ion ie Bats 1 
had lately purſued with my ſon. How different. 
were now my ſenfations? My heart was then i in- 
deed painfully iniprefled with the variance and' dif-. 
ſolution of confidence that Fad ariſen between me 
and his mother. It was pernaps principally for the 
ſake of baniſhing this impreffion that I had 2 
to the ſplendour of equipage and attendance which, 
was firſt aſſum ed upon the journey from *Con- 
ſtance 1 to Dreſden. N * friyolens as this Jen 
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dient may now appear in the unattractive diſpaf- 
ſionateneſs of narrative, had it been by any means 
weak of effect at the time it was employed. 
When Charles was once mounted on his proud: 
and impatient ſteed, and decorated in rich and 
coſtly attire, I felt as it were the ſtuggiſhineſs of my 
imagination routed; I furveyed his ſhape and his 
countenance with inexpreſſible complacence; and 
already anticipated the period when he was to be- 
come the favourite of his fovereign, and his caun- 
try's pride. Now I returned with the fame retinue 
but the that had been occupied by my fon 5 
wus empty. I ſought him with frantie and reſtleſs 
gaze, I figured him to my diſturbed and furious 
Imagination, til che fenfatlons and phantoms of 
my brain became intolerable; IL raved and impre- 
cated curſes on myſeff. I endeavoured to dlvert 
my thoughts by obferving the fcenes that paſſec 
before me. They talked to me of Charles; they 
had been eee es each, and had 
been the fubjecł of our mutual comment. "FEbuph' 
Charles Was endowed” with à Might reliſh for the 
beauties of riature; and, ſnour little retreat on the ' 
borders of the fake, had fivedinthemiift of them, * 
he had feen little of the variety of her features; 
and the Journey we Rad made through the heart 
of Germany had furnifhed him wich continua 
food for admiration and deligbt. Nor did the 
ſcenes Ibeheld metelytemind me of the ſenſations 
= produced in Charles; they led me through a 
wider field, I recollected long converfations and 
digreflive excurſions which have been ſtarred by 
the impreſſionthey made. I recollected many paſſa- 
ges and occurrences'to. which they had not the 
ſlighteſt reference, but which, having ariſenwhile _ 
they conſlituted the viſibly ſcene, were forcibly. 
_ revived by, its reappearance. Thus, from various 
15 r eee © cauſes 
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cauſes, my. Joſt and lamented: ſon was not a- mo- 
rent out of my thoughts dus ing the whole journey. 
While 1, continued at Drefden, Licemed daily to 
15 0 his return; but no ſeoner did I. quit that 
eity, than deſpair took poſſeſſion of my heart- 
Thus anxious and diſtreſſed; 1 arrived at 
"Prague, 3 and Toon, after at Ratiſbon. Itravelled 
flow ly, beca uſe, though I was deſious of return- 
ing to Conftanee, I anticipated af ie there 
With little complacence,:: ; ++}. 
As I drew nearer to my family, I felt more aide 
tinclly the impoſſibility of preſenting myſelf be- 
fore them, en firſt endeavouring to take off 
the ſhock they would ſuſtain at ſeeing me return 
„ ithout my ſon. I therefore reſolved to ſend for- 
ward a e from Ratiſbon, v hom I directed 
to make all poſſible ſpeed, as I deſigned to wait for 
the anſwer be ſhould bring me at. the city of Mu- 
nich. To attempt to write. to Marguerite on; this 
ſubject, was a ſevere trial tome. Ihe whole ho- 
ever that I propoſed to myſelf was to remoye the. 
- ſurpriſe that would be. decaſioned by ſreing me 
alone, e eee whichit would 
be impoſſible ſar me to hear without anghiſh of 
mind and; perturbation. of countenance. I there- 
fore took cate to expreſs myſelf in ſuch terms as 
ſhould lead Marguerite to believe that I had vo- 
luntarily left her ſon ingaxony, and that in nd very 
long time he would rejoin his family. Itruſted to 
ſubſequentexentstounfold the painful cataſtrophe, 
and could not prevail on anylelf to ſhock her ma- 
ternal feelings ſo much 48 1 muſt neceffariſy do. 
if I informed her of the whole at once. Charles 
had not been mentioned but in an ambiguous 
manner, in the letters I had recently received 
from Conſtance, and I vs therefore convinced 
that he had neither gone to tliat place, nor con- 


* thither any account of his „ 
| e 
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„The anſwer I received . Wrargucrte pr 
ary meſſenger was as follow: 
. ,* Yourabſencebas,beenlong andevidivad; ant 


the welfare of your daughters-feems to require | 


that we-{hould .xejoin-eac-other- as ſpeedily/'as 
may be, Whether werthalt meet here or at any 
other place you. muſt determine: It is however 


right I hald inform you that, during our ab! 


ſence, rumour has been buſy witli your reputations: 
What the extent or importance of the ill reports 
cirgulated of you may be, Iam ſcarcely competent. 


to judge. We have lived inuniform privacy, and; = 
it is natural to ſuppolethatthe portion of-oenfurt» 
that has redohedius, is but a ſmall part bf what 


really exiſts... be mode in which you have rh 
ceededꝭ and the extraordinary figure you- have” 
made ina progreſs through Germany, has 


e given: 
weight to che inſſnuations . Nut it is not my i 


tention to comment on:what. you have done. 


Nou appear. ta deſign by your letter sk 1 . 


could underftand” you have left my ſon behind 
ydu ini Saxony: Poor Uharles |» I Hd am epiſtle 

from him threes werks ago, in Which he informs 

me of what — and apologiſes in tha 
moſt pathetic terms for any ſeeming want of re- 
gard tome in his conduct, at the very moment 
that. his heart bleeds for my fate. Ldid not think 
it neceſſary to communicate this circümſtance to 
VU... I have done; with complaining. Now that 1 
aye fallen, into the worſt and: moi unlooked for 
misfortunes, I have a gratification; that 1 do not 


chooſe to part; with, in Gurung ey for>- | 


rows. in my on breaff. 143. 

„Oh, Charles, my fon,umy 1401 | What 1 hae 
come of ou? For what calamities are you re- 
ſerved? He tells me it is neceſſary that I ſhould+ 
never fee or hear of him again, Neyer—I>his 


mother | 


—_— I 
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mother — Reginald, there are ſome wounds that 
we may endeavour to forgive; but they leave a 
jo imp 0 the heart, the demonftrationsofwhich 
may perhaps be reſtrained, but which-it is not in 
nature wholly to ſubdue. If Ididbut know where 
to find or to write to my poor boy, I would take 
my girls with me and partake his honeſt and 
honourable poverty, and never again join the 
ſhadow of him who waamyhuſband. Forgive me 
Reginald] E did not intend to ſay this! If [ſhould 
prove unable to controul the impatience of my 
grief, do not inflict the puniſhment wh mes 
on your innocent daughters? 
As to your fiction of vohuntarily leaving him 
behind for; further improvement, it. is af a piece 
with every thing you have Ixteiy attempted to- 
make mebelieve. "I no longer expect truth from 
vou. For ſeventeen years I had a huſband. Well, 
well! I ought not perhaps to repine. I have had 
wy, ſhare 74 the happineſs Gin the prefent life 
aleulated to. 5 = e 
Reginald! T have not long to liye. Wben 1 L 
«at you. this, I am not. giving way to melancholy. 
preſentiment. I willexert, myſelf for the benefit 
. of. my girls. They will have a grieyoug loſs: ann. 


I feel that von Rave fixuck ma on the heart, My 
nights are ſs 3 My ficſhis waſted; m ap- 
918 tite is entixe "Eoin... on wilt preſently be able 
to judge v hether lam deceiv ing myſelfʒ ili ptoſ- 
pect for theſe poor creatures, who are at preſent, 
all my care, is. a diſmal ene. Ik no not for 
Wiz) the are reſerved, but — for nothing 

hen I am dea, remember, and be a fa- 
oo to them. I aſk. nothing ſor my ſelf ; I have 
nognper any perſonal concern with life; hut; it - 
* e requeſt wy have. STEAD you, : 


make” 
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aue up to them them the duty you hare broken 
to me. By all our paſt loves, by the cordiality and 
confidence in which we have fo long lived, by 
the fingleneſs and ſincerity of our affection, by 
the pure delights ſo ſeldomd experienced i in mar- 
riod life; that have attended our union, I conjure. 
you liſten tei me and obey me in this F? ? 
If I were deeply diſtreſſed fortheloſs of my ſon, 
if J looked forward: with a mingled ſenlatton of 
eagerneſs and alarm tb the” approsching interview 
with the reſt of my family, it may cafily be ima! 
gined that this letter formed a heavy addition to 
my mentalanguith. I confeſs Ithought it a erne! : 
one. te miglit well ſuppoſe that che de- 
parture of Charles Was # circumſtance 1 muſt” 
ſtrongly feel, and ſhe ſhould not have thus ſeverely - 
aggravated the recent wounds of paternal grief. 
Some allowance however was to be made fora mo- 
ther} When we are ourſelves racked with Tntole- . 
rable: pain, that certainly is not the time at which 
vr can rationally be expected to exert the niceſt 
and moR'yigilant conſideration for another.” Add 
to which ſnhe was innocent bf the calamities the © 
| ſuffered, and could not but know that I'was their 
ſole author. But whatever may be decided as to 
the proprietyof the lettex, its effect upon my mind 
was. eminently ſalutary. I inſtantly determi 
on the conduct it became me to purſue” 
4 .F loſt not amoment. From Dreſdento Munk 
1 had advanced with flow and unwillings ſteps; - 
from Munichto Conſtance I proceeded as rapidly, 
as my: conyeyarice and the nature of the roads 
wort, N I ieft puh retinue at the gates of 
the town, 3 ry) inſtantly ta the apartments of 
1 Ts ned up Roi and, ag Lenterec 
ve FATE” I ſaw the firſt n 
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of matrons furrounded by her blooming daugh- + 


ters. I inſtantly perceived a great alteration in 
her appearance. Her look; was dejected; her 
form emaciated; her countenance fickly - and 
pale. She lifted up her eyes as Lentered; but 
immediately dropped them again, Without any 
diſcernible expreſſion either of congratulation 
or reſentment. I embraced my children with un- 
deſeribable emotion; 1 ſad witlrin myſelf, the love 
and affection I had reſerved for Charles, ſhall be 
divided among you, and added ro the ſhare you 
each already poſſeſs of my heart + Having ſaluted 
them in turn, I addreſſed myſelf to Marguerite, 
telling her that I muſt have ſome cenverſation 
with her eee My manner was earneſt; 


ſhe led the 2 — Won 
I felt my eee 
Lam come to. you, ns à tepenting prodi- 


gal. Take me and mould me at your plesfure“ 
5" SheJookes ops. She was ſtruck witii the honeſt 
fervour of my expre ſſion. Stie an ſwHertit im almoſt 
forgotten terms, ande with à peculiar fülneſs bf 


meaning, my kufband It ſeemed as. if the beft * 


years and the delt epsstiors of our Ble vere We 5 
"Moſt adorablef women wee you” 
think T can bear that you ſhould Vis Ns Be” of 
murderer? Ne mam mart "age of Aims S 

work ever "owed fo moch tor NA uücan e A 


281 rr to on; no- woman was ever ſo ardent 
loved no woman ever ſo much defexved to 


johe d If you were t6 die, 'T thoufa'never Kno | 
peate a 1315 1 lie a Ke de 


Part 


of criminals 1 3 2 * | 
e ke Yar arent na Wen 
am afraid 1 Rane waitten harſhly to you. 


ou 


1 ron. 6 : 263 : 
You have. a. feeling heart, and aL: . * too 
ſevere. Forgive me] it as the effect of love. 
Affection cannot view with a tranquil: 1 chen 
faults of the object helored. + 10 151 

Let it be forgatten l. Let the laſt 1 Wonder 
be blotted. from our memory, be as though _ 
had never,exiſted!, oat an . 

She looked at me. Her look ſqcmed: to, 
though the ſhould not give the ſentiment words,: 
That cagneveribe; thelgſe of Charles, and certain, 
other calamitics.of that: period are irretrievable b 

L reſigu myſelf, into your hands! Ichave been: 
guilty; Ihavel adſegrets;meditations engendereth. 
andihut up in my;own; boſom ; but it ſhall be ſo no 
more! The tide of afetiankepthackfrom i its na 
tural channel, now flows with doubled. impetu- 
ouſneſs. Never .did>J;love; not when youtirſt - 
cams al virgin to my. arms, nat on the banks of-. 

the Garonne, nat in the cottage of the lake: ſo 
ferventiy, fo entizely,.as- Llove younby Be mi 
director do with me as,you'pleale ! I have never, - 
been either wiſe or vixtuous, but phos J. n. 
been implicitty guided. by vou? 
I have wealth; 1 am enbiaden by the me 
blem obligations to diſeoyer the 7 5 ol bat 
Wealth. This only. T may not communicate; M 
all things elſe. govern.niedeſpodeally), Shall Ire. 
bg n ny kf Pr  Shall-Exeturn-to: the: cottage-of the 
£2 Sball I goahouſelefs and helple(s' wander 
er, to the furtheſt © quarter of thie globe? Speak 
me wort only, and it mall be dove! J prefer 
your affectlon, aur cordial regarch in the mot 
obſcure aud meaneſt retreat, to all that wealth - 
can'Þiirchafe; or kings can gie! 

Reginald, thank yout 4 acknowledge gear 

preſent Huguage andearneſtneſs the“ 7 
4irftand oft ove: Tkis return to e cha- 


racter 
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racter gives me all the pleaſures I am now capable 
of receiving. But it is too late. My ſon is loſt ; 
that cannot be - retrieved; -- Your reputation is 
blaſted.;\Iany ſorry you are returned hither; Con- 
ſtance is in arms againſt you, and I will not an- 
ſwer for the conſequence. For myſelf; I am 
grieved to tell you ſo; Jam aſhamed of my weak 
neſs; but—my heart is broken! I loved youiſfo- 
entirely, that I was not ablo to bear any ſuſpen- 
ſton of our confidence, I had paſſed with you. 
rough all other misfortunes, and the firmneſs 
of my temper was not ſhaken.” For this one- 
1 that ſeemed the entire diſſolution 
of our attachment, I was not prepared. Ifcel, 
every morning as I rife, the *warninge. of my 


deceaſe. ** nights are "Op 7 ms _ 
t — l 


arguerite, talk not mus! Dillract ne- 
| [on bog Bi wh moſt fatal of ima confidence 
mall return; all che eauſes of ſhall 
de temoved! with the cauſes the ſymptoms, 
depend on it Will diſappears) Four youth, 
Four tranquillity, your happineſs, ſnall de re- 
newed ! Oh, no, vou ſhall not d E. We will 
Jet ve to love's Epc © |= 
Flatter not yourſIFavith bees mplove n 
1520 ſomething wrong within me, which ig ra- 
idly wearing my body to decay. Recondile your 
Wind to What very ſoon muſt happen l Prepare 
12 for being the only parent to your remain- 
ng offspring! I have compoſed my ſpirit, and 
Falmly Wait ny fate. You have now adminiſter- 
ed to me the only conſolation I aſpired to, by this 
return to your true character, which affords mo 
z ſanguine hope that you will faithfully diſcharge 
the duty 10 your offopring, that, when ha bone, 
ww be 1 N en on 3 7 0 I > 90 5 
F 5 An by a was 


TRAVELS CF 


%* + . . 

” 4 +344 1 
- * © 

: as 


sr. LEON. 265- 
I was grieved to ſee that the mind of Margue- 


rite was ſo deeply impreſſed with the notion * 


ſhe had but a hort time to live. I could not bear 
to imagine for a moment that her prognoſtic was 
juſt. The thought ſeemed capable of driving me 
to diſtraction. I however conceived that the beſt 
thing that could be done for the preſent, was to 
turn the epnvexſation to ſome other topic. 
Well, well, my love! I anſwered. There are 
ſome things that are immediately preſſing. Ducet, 
me, direct a huſband, ſo amply convinced of your. 
diſcretion, hat I am to do at preſent! Shall 1 
inſtantly annihitate all that has Mode this unfor - 
tunate breach between us; ſhall. I reign. my 
wealth, from whatever ſource derived? . 
ſhall we gor Shall we return to the cottage of 
lake? 8 995 we retreat into ſomg apt vert. 
the work Wt: . 
eee 
ings you re g'the ofa. 
e 4 which I am uninforme 
e is inviſible ? But I gue 
pour 9 anger who died ed your gueſt, 
N. in date thor of the philoſopher's ſtone, and he 
has bequeathed to you his diſoovery- I have heard 
of-this/art, . I 2 I was dot much in- 
lined. to credit. its. I do not aſk vou to confirm 
my canjec iure; I do not. wih that you, tho! 
violate apy-engagements into which you have en- 
tered. But, upon putting gircumitances; toge- 
tber, Which 4 have. been inevitably compelled to 


do, L apprehend it can be nothing eiſe. I 2 


aſtoniſhedithat a conjectute ſo obvious, ih 
. 110 my wind ſo late. ta 
H your. wealth is of any other nature, am 
1 f apparently is, it e 
ta whom is it to be refigned ? The ordinary 
vealth of the world is ſomething real and fab. 


ſtantial, 
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kind I have named, let me afk, is it poſſible to tre- 


e thele extya 


2 , % 


266 TRAVELS OF 


* 


ſtantial, and can neither be created nor di INEY 
with a breath. But, if your wealth, be of the 


ſign it? A ſecret is a thing with which we. may 
choofe Whether we will become acquainted ; but, 
once known, we carnot become unacquainted with 
it at pleaſure. Your wealth, upon my ſuppoſiti- 
on, Will always be at your beck; and it is perhaps 
beyond the ſtrength of human nature io refuſe, 
under ſome circumftances, at. leaſt in ſome emer- 
gencies, to aſe the wealth that is within our reach. 
It has been gut mutual misfortune that ſuch an 
engine has been put info Your hands: It has been 
your, fault to 58 an indiſcreet uſe of it. 'Gladly.. 
would J return tothe tranquitFand Ualaſpecdeg p 
verty of the cottage of the luce. But Mat is im- 
poſhble: You Have loſt your ſon; you have. 5 
your. honeſt fame; the lite of our  Margherite is 
underinined and periſin it were "poiible. 
for. us to-retuin to Hur farther Kiva 2nd ot 
One Peace, ſtill, m. DB vive me iff 
Ly, [ daubę the i! LOR teſoluti-* 
The giſt of unbbuuded e if 8 
ia it, aud, with wealth, apparentiy at Haft, gif-" 
ian Sion and Freathefs; is too po werfub a termpte 
tid, * Nor, OU | mould truſt yu 
Scld 1 he pleaſed with'a huſbaud with the pe 
ordmary ener Ii fees” wal 
g 7 stante between ihe ;r@&ftioys* 
Watcommunion'of ſpirit which is the. ſoul of the 
ntarfiage-tie. - A Confort ſhould be à human be- 
ins 71 an equal. But 20 this equality wad ſic pe: 
andy it 45 no langer iti your h wf returns + 
Nee as we now-arcy the imat 
Win, — —— atlowme to fay, wrepata-:. 


e, your- fur ſace de 
9 Pl rt FAO? fei ſiwoyel; 7 
22 ne lads :d35mao! 21 lr 2 20 0W 
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ſtroyed, your orphan daughters to be provided for, 
I know not that. J ſhould advife you to forget the 
prerogative that has been bouglit for you at ſo 
dreadföl a price, "Beſide, if Lam not miſtaken, + 
there are great trials in relerye for you: Tam” 
afraid your preſent ſituation is extremely critical; 
Jam afraid the ſuſpicions you havè excited again nt 
you, will coſt you dear. At alfevents I believe, 
it to be but a neceſſa1 y recaution that we ſhould * 
fly from - Conſtance. ' T have nothing therefore 
to tecommend to you on the ſubject of wealth, 
but diſcretion; © 1 ſhall not long live to be your 
adviſer. I ſhaff always regard the doiration yon 
hive received, you cannot wonder that 1 fluld 
ſo regard it, as one of the woſt fearful catammies 
0 which! a human being cat be expoſed. | If you 
had ufed your prerogative with dictefion: 1 
might perhe thobgh I confels 1 do not e how, * 
haye eſcapec "the obloquy of tlie world,” Inte 
vẽur dofreſtic ſcede, where the'intereft is more 7 
lively, and the wateh upen you more unreſfitted, 
it mult have introduced aliextativh and diſtfuſf. 
As it is, 1 fee you ſurroyided! "with dan ngets of 4 
thouſand devominations. | Police has its Fes, pon 
you; ſuperſtitivg wili regard you 28 te familiat” 
of dtthons'; avatire will ture 550 177 Ar TR © 
of "jealoufy, and! inſtiable ap 1 84 1800 W. 
cover ſtom the' & cakr Ph, ow at 71 5 beſtis 
me, à and <cntinue to Uiye, foreſee mbre aud fes 
verer 7a, 8, bottr at home Ind abrbad; —— ol 
haye ye t fuſtzined; and am aloft "Hankfoul to“ 
ON ape e which has SAL take me 

91 00 995 evil to tomie. f | 


ing further tet me will peak „ 
155 3 99 8 iaraQer bf IA Ire ih Wien. 1 


mult ever be figlit afid uſeful iet a mar! ſhould Se. 
9 [I any erroneons eſtimale gs | 
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wake of himſelf. . I have loved you mucki ; 1 
found in you many good qualities; my imagina- 
tion decorated you in the virtues that you had 


| 

| not ; but you have removed the veil, An adept 
14 and an alchymiſt 1 is a low character. When 1 

4 

| 

f 


married you, I ſuppoſed myſelf united to a noble- 
man, a knight ani a ſoldier, a man who would 
have revolted with diſdain from every thing that 
| | was e and baſe. I lived with you long 
W 1 and happily. I ſaw faults ; I faw imbecilities.— 
| I did 1 ec them with indifference ; but I en- 
deavoured, and with a degree of ſucceſs, to for- 
give, and to forget them; they did act contami- 
1 nate and corrupt the vitals of honour. At length 
[ 2 have completely reverſed the ſcene. For a 
oldier, you preſent me with a projector and a 
ah, a cold-bloaded mortal, taking in the 
of a crucible for a ſelfiſh and ſolitary advan- 
w 1-5 Here is an end of all genuine dignity, and 
the trueſt generoſity of ſoul; Vou cannot be in- 
genudus ; for all your dealings are: ſeoret y and 
darkneſs. 'You . have a friend; for the 
mortal lives not that enn ſympathiſe with your 
thoughts and emotions. N generous ſpirit; Re- 
ned deliglus to live upon equal terms with his 
ww sand fellow. He would cſdain, when 
Us to him, deciſive and clandeſtine advan- 
. i iy we y is dhe ſoul of all ren and cordial | 
ey 


man of rank indeed does not ms, 
| terms with the whole of Ris f 
; 11 his heart alſo can exult; for he has his Net 
How unhappy the wretch, the monſter rather let 
* ſay, that is without an equal ; that looks” 
hte” world, and in the world cannot fiod 
8 that is endowed with attfibutes which 
n 5 being participates with him; and that, 
by there efore cut off for ever from all. ages: * 
| an 


\ 
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and confidence, can never unbend | himſelf, hut 
lives the ſolitary, joyleſs tenant of a priſon, whoſe 
materials are rubies and emeralds |. How unhappy 
this wreich; how, weak and ignoble=the man that 
voluntarily accepts theſe laws of exiſtence | - 


la the advice of. Marguerite I ſaw that ſound 
wiſdom and diſcernment, by which in all the pe- 
riads of our. gonnection ſhe had been ſo; emincutly 
charadteriſed. With her views of the future, 1 
was not diſpoſed to accord. I regarded them a8 
obſcured. and diſcoloured hy the unfortuuate ſtate 
of her healh. IL could not indeed reſuſe to be- 

lieve that the prerogative | had received. had been 
the parent of much domeſt ic unhappineſs. Wil- 
lingly would L have reſigned all that I bad de- 
rived from the ſtranger, io he replaced. in the fitu- 
ation in wWhieh his perhiciens legadies had found 
me. He had robbed. me of iny ſon ; he hach de- 
ſtroyed my domeſtic peace; he had undermined 
the tranquillity and health of che partner of my. 
liſe. Theſe calauvities preſſed wh a heavy and 
idtolerable-weight at my heart. But if, as Mar- 
guerite affirmed, they were itretrievable, ot if 
they could once be femoved, and the domeſtic 
advantages 1 had. hcretofore enjoyed be reſtored 
} was not diſpoſed to feas thoſe external milchiels 
hich Marguerite ſo ſeelingly predicted. 1could. 
nut: leheve that 1 thould: have ſuch a league of 
foreign chemies to encounter, Bor could d can 
image to myfelf any external evils.that it was neg. 
zh the power of geld to femedy. Fhele,,confi- 
derations [urg d to my beivved parinet, aud by 
enſolcing them .cadeayoured, to remove hom her 
mind thoſe gloomy app: ehenſious, ſtom the pre- 
valence of Wh ch I feared; much injuiy to her 
heult. There: Wag audther cucumflauce I was. 


, 1 1 
1 Let : : 
6 4s * * 


Ealcalation'of yours! I Hive therefore m 
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ted particularly to inſiſt o: mean the nature of 
che ſecret imtuſted to me. 

> admire your diſderringerit _ ihgerwity, Mar- 
Fro lai , in your come cture teſpectin the 
fource of my wealth.” F ad{nirefyour delica: Y, in 
not preſſing me to decide upbn the truth of) your 
conjefture: *Phis only Kmuſt be permitted to ſa 5 
an that ſubſe : It is à ſbcrtt; And you will per- 
ceive that the fame” — Wikever they. "4 | 
Which make that ſeerer'oHligatory on me, require 


that it ſhöuld be feſpected by Fou. The ſame - 


evils that my own tndiferetions ry draw on me, 1 
hall be equally expoſed to Wi ny error © BM 
Ear 2 
neſtiy and folemoly to intreat you, Weder "3 
fortunes may hereafter befdl me 1840 Whatever Peri-. 
tous fituntion I may de involves, that you 290 ace 
ver utter a able on this f ec H; and pat, 38 
4m the ſaeAedepofhory of the: NE, alone 
know with cerraintg OL ls. its f nature, vou will 
truſt out proſperity in ths dit iche, TMifgue- 
rite en gaged to NN 08 hei rſelf as ſired. nen * 


"Phe n. Ht which” uct es de er plan 192 f 
Abet ee grate fu 6 6 — : 1 


24 0 ved from EY creat 5 My ve b art en. 
Fs was conftipus of 25 AN MAINE of. 75 
fute which ariſes from the relghure diſtharge of an 
Heroic duty. "The peace FT felr within, ſhed js 
x ay and" eln beams upon all aroynd, mie. Be- 28 
dohefled to myſe elf; 1 was filled with ſagguine; 70 
ages -2ble, viſzens of the future. My mind 
mately rejected all dark and hateful preſages. Thad 
inttuſted my ſelf and the direQtion of my conduct, 
as far as it was poſſible for me io do ſo, to that bei- 
ter pilot, unger whoſe guidance, if I had not. 
avoided the rocks and quickſands of li fe, I had at 

Sz elcaped with little * injury. I felt 


cherefore 
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therefore as if my, domeſtic enjoyments were ren 
tored, and the pleaſures of my better years were 
about to. run over again their auſpicious career. 
Not ſo Marguerite, She was mild, gentle and. 
ſoothing. 64 reſentment towards me 
were banitheg ſrom her mind. She endeavcured 
to conquer, her melancholy, and to forget the: 
ee 3 had been ſo ſatal ta her hopes. But 
her endeavours were fruitleſs. A fixed dejection 
clung to her heart; nor could the generous Wert- 
neſs that peryaded her manners, hide from me 
entirely what was paſſing in her boſom. 
Duriag this interval e had talked over the plan 
of our future operations. Marguerite was exceed 
ingly urgent with, me to quit Conſtance; nor did I, 
though ON unprefſed with her preſentiments, feel! 
any reluElance io ihat change of ſcene, Which, 1 
delieved, would materially contribute to the ſere- 
* 7 her mind and the reſtoration of ner health.” 
Ve determined on ſome of the cities of Haly as the 
next place of our ſeſidence, and. fed, if poſſible, 
to Tet out ſome time in he next day ot the days. 
er. The plan of proceeding; to France, which 
had lately been a favourite Muh me, was a favou-: 
rite no longer. That, had been the project of 
chearful and wanton proſperity. It had for its obs" 
ject the re-eſtabliſbment ok my family honours, 
and the elevation ofuny en. Now my+fon was | 
Iſt; my wiſe was oppreſſed with languor and diſ. 
eaſe; my houſe. was overwhelmed-with ſorrow 
chis was no time ſor wantonteſs andariumph 1 
could Ever he pe to reſume the plans my frolic 
fancy had fetched, an imervab at lenſt of ſober 
he m ft firſt be ſuſſe req to elapfſCWe. 
My mind at this tie ſuſtained a revolution ſuſ- 
fciently, remeikable, but of which the urgency of 
events that immed'ately ſucceeded,” preventedime 
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from our aſcertaining whether it would have 


as L have already ſaid, were in a ſta'e of enth. 


elivir in 
| d nba by any other thinan adept. 
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proved temporary or permanent. When I'firſt re- 
ceived the donation of a ſtranger, my thongs; 
ia. 


tic tranſport, and, amid the golden viſions in which 
my fancy revelled, I became in à confiderable de- 
— — from domeſtic ſentiments and plea- 
If I ſtill loved my wife and children, 1 it was 
tho love of habit rather than ſympathy, y, more an 
anxiety for their proſperous ſdeceſs in' the world, 
than an earneſt craving for their preſence and in- 
tercoutſe. This ſtate of intoxication and rapture 
had now ſubſideil. The events of tlie few laſt 
weeks had ſobered my thoughts Havmg loft - my { 
ſon, and being threatened with the Tofs' of his mo- 


ther, ] was 10uſedi tb à ſeuſe of e ir value. The 


inflube of wealthiand ſafernatural gifts had grown. 
familiar to my mind; and now om gecupietthe” 
hack-ground o the picture © T was'ohee mort a 


man, and I hoped to partake of the ptivileges and 


advantages of a ma The fate reſerveif för tneſe 


hopes will-ſpeedily be i{oefc 't © ib. 71) 40 


(| Sdme readers will perhaps aſł me vn „ e 
asl was: for the life of Marguerite, and viſible as 


_ | was tho decline of her Fein 1 did not 2dminiſter 


to het oſ theelixir of immortality ich ug one 
af my peculiar endowmems. . Sueh readers | have 
only to remind, What the pivot apon which the 
hiftory I am compoſing turns, is a myſtery, Tf hey 
wall not acce of m commonit ation upon m 
o terms, they muſt lay tile ny book. I am | 
engaged in relatiug the 1eidents of my life; 1 


have no imention fo foruiſſy che remoteſt hint refs 


pecting the ſcignee of which '[ am the ee 
That ſcience affords abundant reaſons why .t 


queſtion miglit not. or rather coul bot, 
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CHAP. Xx. 


* # . 3. 
N 3 . 
- þ k 


x morning FEE my, ceturn to my EE boy 
I fat ſurrounded with.my.girls, and.cndeavouring 
to make myſelf their play mate and, companion, 
certain officers. of juſtice belonging to the ſupreme 
tribur al of the city, entered my apartment. They 
were ſent, as they informed me, to conduct me to 
priſon. My blood at this intelligence ee 
into my face. | 

To prifon ! eried 1—wherefore 0 basel 
done A am no citiren of yaur. ſtate. What is 
the charge againſt me Lead me pot 0 pe 
lead me to your Chief magiſtrate! 4.8 1 0 

You will be called up. .for examination, when 
his honour js at leiſure to hear von: eee 
time you inyſt go io priſon. 

Do thoſe that ent y ou, know that 1 cd aches 
and a gentl: man. of France? they will be made! 
to repent this inſolence. Upon what pretence-do-. 
they dare to: act tt us: eben 

You will pleaſe not to 1alk. of infience 0 u. 
If'y do not demean yourſelf. quietly,—— - 

lence, fellow. [ anfwered l hedlyr Lead the 
way 

By this time, the. children, aſtoniſhed at-a keys: 
lo alarming and unintelligible to them, began to- 
expreſs their tercor in various ways. Julia, We 
was. ready to faint, occupied the aitention of her + 
mother, The lice Marguet ite clung round my 
knees, and expreſſed her emotions by ſhrieks and 
ci ies To ſee her father about to be torn. from her- 
by four ſtrangers, the peculiatity of whoſe gab 
of office,” aggravated the rudeneſs. of their coun- 
ane and the Feren fte of their behaviour, 

| was 
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was a ſpectacle which the aff:Qionateneſ; of her 
nature was unable to endurfe. 
Iwill go wich you preſently, id I to the aſſi- 
cers. See, how you have trrified the children! 
"2 Nay, fir, if you will behave civilly, and make 
it worth our while, we do notdelire to hurry you. 
I was hee with the bu al 'aſſarance with, | 
whiich they tfrbs fer the liberty ofa few. moments 
A a price to me. Bu: I checked my,impatience. I 
felrthat it would be both fooliſſi and degrading to 
er into "contention with ſuch wreiches. , I 
1 them proudly, and took my child in 
r 
elt nor be loch gone: My ie! fad I; Theſe 
peepic have madę à iniftake, and I ſhall ſoon be 
able to rectify it. 2 92 55 AY > t t 5 
i Þ'finey not, mhtteretohe of them ſurlily.. 4 
„hey tall not t ke you awa Y, papa; 1 | 
ſhall-not ! L will hold you and will not let you go! 
Vo are a 8850 girl, Targuerite] But 1 know. 
pelt What is proper, ät you mult not think to 


chntref me. The meu will not d me any harm, 
child; they dare not. Perhaps I ſhall be back to 
dinner, and mamma will then tell me how good 
r ne 
e E ſpoke, tht looked Tedfaftly in my face; 
and then, flinzing her arms round my neck, cried, 
Osod bye, papa and bufſt into a flood of tears. . + 
v1 embracedthe other children and their mother, 
and, Aaying to the latter, hgnificantly,. Fear, no- 
thing; you" know 1' have nothing to tear e- 
parted with my conductorrs. 
The way to the citadel lay through the market, 
phace:” The ſcene was already. crowded; and Li 
had che mortifchtion to be kd along as a criminal 
iim tde midſt of a'thoufand gazing eyes and enquir-,, 
iz tongues. New as every thing tonnected with 
LN | my 
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my preſent ſituation was to me, I had not amici- 
pated this vexation till it arrived. I Was . 
with ſhame and impatience, Lo my dungeon. 
faid'T to my conductors fternly. If vo had Dung 

ES: 22 1 118 ; # C ' 
youifelF better-humcured,, cried. the melt brut 


* 
. 


of them, we would have td op round by the 
err eee 
The maſter of the priſon was ſomewhat leſs a 
favage than his officcrs. He knew my. perſon, and 
Had heard of my wealth, Does monſieur chooſe - 
che deſt apartment, ſaid he? Any where, that, 1 
can be alone? anſwered 1 haſtily : He hehiated a 
rhoment. * I lobked in his, face : Ob, yes, you 
will be paid'! He bowed, and thowed, me | to in 


room. L ſhyt the dooy as the retired. What, 4:0 
had happened to me was of little importance in I" 
itfelf. The impertinence of bailiffs and thichak- "Hl 
<ts, is of no more real moment than the ſinging = 
of a guat. But I was ſo utterly unacquainted with 14 
ſcenes of this nature] The pride of tank that | 
ſwelled within me, made every appearance of con- | | 
ſtraint galling to my ſenſe. From the inſtant I was, 1 
able to write man, no cne,, except in the voluntag 1 
ry cofnpa&t of military ſervice, bad ever. ſaid to. y 


me, Go there or, Do this!, And now, was I 0 
be directed by the very refuſe of the ſpecies? Was 
Ito ſeain the prudence of not replying ie 5 
inſults? wasI to purchaſe at a ſtipula ted price thei 


eir 
patience and forbearance?—1 requeſt the dd 
to pardon me for tropbling Hy. with, my. go 
ate feelifig's : T ſoon learned to under (tand; che 6 
world the world of a priſon— better! 
But, what was of moore importance, I was ap- 
prehended as a criminal; 1 had been dragged a pri- : 
ſoner of juſtice through the, ects; of onſtance z oe 
1 was, by and by, 10 4 ede to the interroga- 


tories of the muniripal tribunal. : Feould ſcarcely 
PPP credit 
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credit my "ſenſes, that ſuch an indigoity had hap- 
pened to the blood of St. Leon, Ir is true, I was 
innocert. I was conſcious, ha ever might be 
my imprudeneies and offences towards my, on 
family, that T had done nothing to merit the an- 
mud verſion of public juſtice. But this was of no 
oonſequence. Nothing in my. opinion could wipe 
away j che diſrcegf bein g interrogated, Luk" 
of Having for an Inſtant impbited to me the 
PRE of being a criminal | [ writhed under. this 
iſhonour, ang felt it as a Tevertr attack, than the 
Aueſtion, which was comparatively; of ceremony 
ancfetiquette, that N l we in * reſi= 
derce at Dreſlen. 

The next day, whenT wits brought up for ena 
eration I had e FEY be the complainant, 
an demanding redreſs for the "injury. 1 had Ai 
"ed. - But 1 x Jo miſtaken. -- | 

I emered the room h nh 7 420 With the air 
of a man that felt bim, aggrieved. Of this 
However the magiſtrate took ne nolice. Do you 
Know, fir, faidT; that I am u citizen anda gen- 
-Hleman of France! Are you acquainted: with the | 
treatment I have experienced? Have you" lent 
Your authority go that treatment? 

Wait a few minutes, replied he with an irpperi- | 
ous tone, and T'ſhall be at leiſuxe to attend to you. 

I was ſilent. Alter the interval of deny A 
quarter of an hour, he reſumed : | 

Jou call | yourſelf the count ge $t. Leon z 
: wo _ 

Perhaps, fir, you are wiitifogined ofthe = 
wh which juſtice is adininiſtered in the city withe 

in whole jutiſdiction you now ſtand; Out (tate is 
a ſmall one, and its'magiſtrates are therefore en- 


;. - «ohne charge the office of; 2 Parents! not . | 
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to its proper citizens, but to all ſtrangets chat 
place themſelves under its protection. | 
. I remember, fir, that ſeven years ago, I and 
my wife and fout children, ſick and unfriended, 
were upon the point of periſhing with hunger 
within the walls of this city !—The fact I men- 
tioned was-wholly foreign to the point with which 
I was at pteſent concerned; but the parading at to- 
gance of the man brought it forcibly to my me- 
mory, and wrung it from my lips. * 
 Adonfeeur le comte, replied he, you are petulant. 
It is not the office of à ſtate to feed the ſouls it 
contains; it could not do that without making them 
Raves. Its proper concern is to maintain them in 
that ſecurity and freedom of action, which may 
eſt enable them to ſupport themſelves. 
I ſuppreſſed the emotions whieh the tone of this 
ſpeech excited. I was unwilling to enter imo con- 
tention” with a man whom I regarded as inexpreſ- 
y ay inſeria .. „ 
sit, cried I ſternly, a part of the juſtice you. 
boaſt of, to drag a man of rank and a ſtranger from 
his home, without any intimation of the cauſe of 
his being ſo treated, and then, inſtead of inveſti- 
gating immediately the charge alledged agaiuſt him, 
to ſend him to priſon unheard ? I diſdain io mention 
the behaviour of your officers; thoſe things na- 
turally grow out of the, abuſes practiſed by their 
ſuperiors. „0 235 B&; end 6 * Vr 
The mode of our proceeding, replied he, de- 
nds upon the ſeriouſaeſs of the crime imputed. 
a man of diſt inction labours under a light accu- 
tation only, we then treat him with all proper. for- 
bearance and reſpect. But, when he is ſuſpected 


of a crime of more than ordinary magnitude, that 
Vol. 1. R 
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alters the caſe. The man who has ceaſed to re- 
ſpect himſelf, muſt look for no reſpect from others. 

I was for a moment thundetſtruck and ſpeech- 
less. At length u Wan cried, Produce my. ge. 
euſers | 

That is not che molle of deere in Coins | 
I have certain "queſtions to propound to you. 
When you have anſwered them, we {hall lee what. 
is to be done next. 

Carry me before the N of your Styl. 
If I am to be examined further, let it be by pave, 
ſovereigh ! 

„The prince-biſhop, moved by the ſtate of aur 


affairs in matters of religion, has heen prevailec on. 


to delegate his juridical autaority. I am the perſon 
to whom the cognizance of your: buſineſs belongs, 
and at certain times, aided by: my alleflors, have 
the power of life and death within this city. Vou 
have bad every indulgence to which you are en- 
titled, and it will be Fong ige © to be 1 110 further. 
refractory... ec | MEA ah 
Fropoſe your. Fuste WAY: 
A perſon, apparently greatly enn years, 


argived in the autumn of the preceding year at an 


humble domain you at that time cultivated, called 
the cottage of the lake. It is to bim hat; my queſ- 
tions will principally relate. | 

+I ſtood aghaſt. The we EA of + magiſtrate 


were moſt 1 ſounds. 1 remembered that 


the ſtranger had ſaid to me, When I am once 


_ Ks ſpeak: of me, and, "if poſſible, think of me 
no more. 1'teplied with eagerneſs and alarm: 
Ot chat perſon I have nothing to ſay, Spare 
your queſtions; I have; aer to return Noe 0 
What was his name? DD 38: ieee 
Fknow not. 1 * 2 


sr. "LEON: * ., 

Hs comnry? 1103 303y] 18 O7 79: Y 

I canndt inform ou. | 

It is underſtood that he hed, or in Cans manher: 
Are while under your protection. Vet in 
the :egiſters of the church there is no notice of 
that event. If he died, no application was. made 
for the rites of religion to hin dying, or to his 
body when his elt had deſerted. it. Joh are 
required to anſwer, what became of bim or his 
remains? 

['have dye you; that from me you will 
obtain no information. 2 80 1 £27217 g 

One queſtion more, fir. Seven: years: 280, you 
tell me, you and your family were! periſhing: wit 
hunger. Soon after, you removed from obſcure 
todgings in. this city to the cottage of the lake, and 
ſeemed to be laudably employed in earning your: 
ſubſiſtance with the labour of your hands. But 
within tkerlaſt fix months the ſcene is! wholly: 
changed. Vou appear to have {uddedly: NA 5.) 
rich, and here, and in other parts of e 7 
have actually aries conſiderable ane Whence 


comes this change? eile ug Mio 
Fe train of queſtions, thus propoſal to me, im- 
pelled me to a ſerious reply. % od e 


MHonſtieur le juge, ſaid I, I am: ee, a native 
of France, and a man of ad in my own country. | 
J have paid your ſtate the compliment of chooſing! 
it for my reſidence. I havs expended my induſtry; 
I expend my wealth among you. I have comported 
myſelt as a peaceable inhabitant. No aftion.of my 
life has brought ſcandal upon your: ſtare, or diſs 
turbed the peace and tranquillity of your affairs. 
1 cannot collect froim any thing ydu have ſajd;-that. 
Ehave any acrùſer, or hät any charge has been al- 
ledge d aglliuſt nic. Ne that happens; +cahnot fall 
EF”: under | 
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ſuſpicious character, ſhall be tranſacted within its 
| ag Your procedings have eſcaped notice too 
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under your animadverſion. I am a man of gene- 
rous birth and honourable ſentiments. To myſelf 


and my own conſcience only am 1 accountable far 
my expenditure and my inecme. I diſdain to an- 
{wer to any tribunal on earth an enquiry of this 
ort. And now, fir, in concluſion, hat I demand 
of you is, firſt, my liberty, and ſecondl, an ample 
reparatian for che interruption I have ſuſtained, and 
the inſults to which I have cauſeleſsly been expoſed. | 


You. are miſtaken, fir, ſaid the magiſtrate. 
What you mention may be the rule of An r 
ing juſtice in ſome ſtates, They may deeide, it 


they think proper, that ſome, open act, apparently 


of criminal deſcription, muſt be alledged againſt a 


man, before he can become ap object l animad- 
werfion to the ſtate. But in Conftance, as. T;have 
already told you, the government aſſumes to act 


the part of a parent to its ſubjects. I fit bere, not 


merely te inveſtigate and examine definitive acts, 


but as 2 arabr mor im; and I ſhould commit a breach 
of the nath of m 9 if I did not lend a vigilant | 
attention to the viour and conduct of e 


one within my juriſdiction. The city af Conſtance. 


requires that nothing immoral, licentions, or of 


ns 3 much 2 * — they would have done but 

nc. In caſes where what is 
8 is mevely immocal or licentious, we con- 
tent aurſelves with Sending the offender out of our 
walls. But your caſe is 54 4 very complicated 


nature. It hav fcandilized all the inhabitants of 


our, virtueus and religious city. Unleſs you anſwer 
lee r ga and give a very clear and ſatisſactor y 
af your wealth, 1 am bound to belive that 


be here + ac . 
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the light. The coincidence of times obliges me to 
connect the diſappearance, of your gueſt, and the 
fudden reverſe of your fortune, this connection 
gives rife to the moſt alarming ſuſpicions.” I have 
therefore to inform you that, unleſs you hanourabiy 
Clear up theſe ſuſpicions 0 moſt ample com- 
munication, my duty directs me to remand you to 
priſon, and to aſſure you that you wilt not de li- 
berated thence till you have ſatisſied the whole of 
my interrogatories. COTE ee 
Think deliberately, anſwered I, of your derifion 
be Fey: Sms Veurprifens I deſpiſe ; nut! 
will not ſuffer my reputation and my honouf” to be 
triffed with,  F came before you willingly, though 
F could” eaſily have avoided doing ſs; becauſe F 
was eager to clear my fue. I expected aceuſers, 
and I knew I could confbund accufation. But - 
what is this that you calf juſtice?! Yor pat together 
circumſtances in your own mind; you form con- 
jeckures; and then, ' withont information, 20. 
euſer or oath; without the ſemblance of "guilty. - 
u condemn me to priſon, and expect to extork 
from me cone ſſton. In defect of articles of char 
E diſdaĩn to anſwer ; the only return a man of ho- 
nour ſhould make to looſe conjectures and random 
caluminips, is fence, I am deſcended from a race 
of heroes, knights of the eros, and champions of 
France ; and their blood has not degenerated in my 
veins; feel myſelf animated by the foul of ho- 
nour, and incapable of crime. I know my inno- 
cence, and J reſt upon it with confidence. "Your 
vulgar citizens, habituated to none but the gro- 
veling notions of traffic and barter, are not the 
peers of St, Leon, not able to comprehend the 
views and ſentiments by which he is guide. 
"You are mighty well-fpaken, monſteur St. Leon, 
replied the magiſtrate, and your words are big and 
| ſounding 
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founding. '' But we know that the devi can affi me 
the form of an angel, and that the moſt infamous 
and profligate character can pronounce with em- 
phaſis ſentiments of the pureſt virtue. You are 
pleaſed to decide that the preſumptions againſt you 
are nothing but calumnies. Is it nothing that, 
having received a ſtranger and retained him with 
you-for-months, you. endeavoured to conceal this 
fact, and never. fuffered him to be ſeen by a human 
creature? Is his final diſappearance nothing ? Is it 
nothing that, ſuppoſing him to be dead, as he pro- 
bdably s, N to. his remalns- the-rites..of 
funeral, and refuſe to tell what is become of the 
body? Is it nothing that, upon the death of this 
ſtranger, you, who were before in a ſtate almoſt 
penury; ſuddenly appear. to be poſſeſſed of un- 
—.— riches'? Where is the will of this ſtranger? 
In what archives have you depoſited the declaration 
of his wealth? Let me tell you, fir, that theſe 
preſumptions, which you call nothing, form a 
body of eircumſtantial evidence that, inmany coun- 
tries, would have led you to the ſcaffold às a mur- 
derer. But the laws of Conſtance, which you au- 
daciouſly revile, are the mildeſt in the univerſe. 


lere we never put a man to death but on bis own - 


confeſſion. We ſimply condemn him to perpetual 
impriſonment, or until he makes a declaration of 
his guilt. You refuſe to declare the name or 
country of the man whom you are ſuſpected of 
murdering, and then have the aſſurance to boaſt 
that no private accuſer riſes againſt you. No, ſir, 
We know there can be no private accuſer, where 
the connections of the party can be ſucceſs fully con- 
cealed. But ſhall this concealment, which is an 
aggravation of the murder, prove its ſecurity? In 
concluſion, you boaſt of your blood and heroic ſen- 
Dis e eee bf ttilments, 
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timents, and rail at our Citizens as ſhopkeepers 
and merchants,” Let me tell you, ſir, ſhopkeepers 
and merchants though we are, we ſhould {corn to 
conduct ourſvives nthe.obtfcure and ſuſpicious man- 
ner, that you have done. . And, now I have taken 
the trouble to refute. your flimiy pretences, which Tk 
it, wis wholly. uaneceilary for me to do, I have 
dane with yoα. Lou know your deſtination, un- | 
less you are prepared immediately to give a ſatis- = 
factory account of-, yourſelf and your proceedings, = 
Finling it 10poffible; to make on this man the 11 
im pretion I defired, I declined entering into fur- s 
ther perieys; and. telltag him that IL ſhould convey | 1 
a repteſentation of my caſe to my native ſoveteign, | 
and did not doubt ſ{con. to-make; him feel the ralh- 
nels of his proceeding, I withdrew, in the cuſtody 
of the officers who had conducted me to the ſcene 
of audience. I was, 1 confeſs, ſtruck with. the 
coincidence of circumſtances, which the magiſtrate 
had placed in a light equally unexpected and forci- 
ble, and which I now law calculated to expoſe me 
to te moſt injurious ſuſpicions. I was not diſpoſed 
in the ſmalleſt degree to yield to the attack, but I 
felt a deſire to act deliberately and with caution. 
The whole of what I had heard was utterly, unfore- 
ſeen, and it was with peculiar anguiſh that I be- 
came aware of this ne. conſequence of the ſtran- 
ger's pernicious donation. This was a conſequence 
that no reſignation, no abjuration of his bequeſts 
could cure ; and that muit be, ſtood up to with 
manly courage, if any hope were entertained of 
averting it. 
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C HAP. XXL. 
Tur appearance of wealth that accompanied 


me had wh this time made its impreſſion upon my 


keepers; and one of them now informed me, that 
monſteur Montuc, an agent of the court of France, 
Who was making a tour of feveral of the German 


States by order of his ſovereign, had arrived the 
night before at the city of Conſtance. There was 


116 repreſentative of my country regularly reſident 
here, and I immegiately felt the . of Mon- 
ue to be the moſt fortunate event that could have 
occurred for effecting my honourable deliverance. 
Selfiſline(s and avarice, it may be thought, would 
rather have impelled the perſons who had me in 
cuſtody, to conceal from me à circemftance cal- 
enlated to deprive them of an advant $\ prey. 
Bur in thoſe grovelmg ſouls from whom riches 
never fail to extort- homage, however it 
may ſeem, the homage oſtem appears Afirtereſted, 
Fney pay it by u ſort of irreſrſtible inſtinct; and, 
admiring what they covet, at an awful diftance, 
with difficulty aſſume the courage to prime therr 
worſhip with ideas of calculation and gain, 
I rmmediately addreſſed a memorial to his wr 
tant loldier, with whoſe perſon indeed I was un- 
acquaiiited,' but the fame of whoſe fpirit and en- 
terpriſe had not failed to have reached me. I re- 
preſented to him that I was a Frenchinan-of family 
and diſtinction; that I had been ſeizet upon and 
was retained in priſon by the magiſtrates here, 
without accuſer or the hope of a trial; that I had 
not been guilty of the ſhadow of à crime; and 
that I knew the benignity and courage of my fove- 
reign” would never permit a ſubject of France to 
A under * and — in a foreign 
country. 


T. LION. 285 


country. 1 added, that he would do an accepta- 
ble ſervice to king Franeis, to whom I had the ho- 
nour to be known, by interfering in my favdur ; 
and therefore intreated him to obtain for me im- 
mediate juſtice and deliverance. Monluc returned 
me an anſwer by the bearer of my memorial, aſſur- 
ing me. that he would loſe no time in enquiring 
into the merits of my caſey and that I might de- 
pend upon receiving every aſſiſtance from him that 
a man of honour could deſire. 

The warmth and frankneſs of this anſwer filled 


me with hope, for there was no deliverance from 


my preſent ſituation that I could contemplate with 
ſatisfaction, but ſuch a one as ſhould be accompa- 
nied / with reparation and ecla Three days how- 
ever elapſed before I heard ah ain from the French 
envoy.' On the morning of the fourth he an- 
nounced his intention of viſiting me; and, about 
an hour aſter, arrived at the priſon. His appear- 
ance was — He was tall, dender and well 


made, with a freedom of carriage, not derived 


from the poliſn of courts, but which appeared to 
flow from the manlineſs and active energies of his 
mind. His hair and complexion were dark; the 


former, though he was ſtill young, rather ſcantily 


| ſhaded a hight and ample forchead. His features 


were expreſſive of the ſanguine and adult temper 


of his mind, and, though his eye was animated, 


his countenance, as he entered, ſtruck me as part. 


cularly ſoemmn. 
| You are the count'de St. Leon i ? ſaid be. | 


You ſent me 2 n boy days. ago com. 
plainingiof the tribunal of this city: L am afraid, 


tr, I can do nothing for you 


My- countenance, fel; s he ſpoke; I gaſped e 
breath. 18 molt ſavour n 
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ſion of him as he entered, and my difappointment 
was particularly” cruel. I had ſaid in my heart, 
This is the very man to reſcue my injured fame. 

1 fee, fir,” you are diſappointed, reſumed he. 
T have not given up the affair: if I had, this viſit, 
Which J deſign as a mark of attention, would be 
an inſult. The moment I received your. memo- 
rial, I paid the utmoſt regard to it. If the affair 
was as you repreſented it, I knew I could not do 
ayy. thing more acceptable to my ſovereign than 
interfere in your behalf. I have ſpent the whole 
interval in inveſtigating the caſe, 1 have ſeen the 
magiſtrate who committed you; I have viſited the 
ſpot. where your crime is alledged to have been 
perpetrated; I have had an' interview with your! 
Wife. 

Well, gar, cri N alarined and impatien.— 

well, fir and the ene?” 45-04: 2 

Appearances are uncommonly Arong⸗ againſt 
you: they can ſcarcely: be ſtronger: Bur you have 
a Fight to be heard; it is for the fake of diſcharg- 
ing that laſt act of Pes that 2 ſee me this 


"Great « God?” exclaimed I, helmet wit 
chagrin, is it poffible that my countryman, the 
mani to "whom 1 ws proud and happy to appeal, 
the gallant Montue, ſhould believe me a murderer? 
I er by every thing that is facred, by the blood 
ef him that died for me on the crols, and by my 
eternal lalvation, gens 1 am as innocent as the child 
unborn! * © * . 57 
- T am glad to beat you expre yourſelf with this 
erphoſis-and. fervour; J cannot but ſay that to 
my own feelings it has great weight. But I muſt 
not ſuffer myſelf as a man, and ſtill leis in the 
public capacity in which F ſtand, to be overcome 


aud confounded by your alleverations.” There is 
* | a con- 
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a connected and a moſt unfavourable ſtory againſt 
you: this it is incumbent on you to clear u. 
And you ſay, you, have ſeen my wife! I; was. 
diſtracted. and overwhelmed by Monluc's way of. 
putting, the queſtion, I was divided between my 
anxiety to be juſtified, and the ſolemn myſtery of. 
the affair to which bis enquiries led; and I proba- 
bly ſpoke thus from an unconſcious deſire to gain, 
time. IF 
Ves, that is another preſumption i in your favour. 
Madame. de St. Leon is perhaps the moſt. ſtrikin 
and extraordinary woman Lever ſaw. , Of the hu 
band of ſuch a woman, eſpecially. when he appear- 
ec] to be the object of her attachment, I ſhould be 
always inclined. to think well. Madame de St. 
Icon pleaded tor you with earneſtneſs and affecti- 
on. But, amidſt all her, ardour, I could perceive 
that ſhe felt there was ſomething myſterious. ay 
unpleaſant in the affair, that ſhe was herſelf. Lich 
ble to develop. 
As Monluc ſpoke, I ſaw that I had failed in 
of the main anchors of my hope. I thought t 2 
no one could have talked with my beloved. Max- 
uerite, and have leſt her with the opinion that 
4 was 2 murderer. How did this happen? Was 
the luke warm and unfaithful in my vindication? - 
What ſhe, continued my countryman, I col 
ſce was not only unable to. explain, but did 
fully. underſtand, it is you aloge can clear; oy 
concealment of the ſtranger, his difappearance, 
what became of the body, and your own ſudden 
tranſition from poverty to wealth. | 
J was by this time fully ſenſible of the nature of 
my ſituation. I ſummoned my fortitude; I felt 
that I had no lnger any hope but i in the 1 of 
innocence. 
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Von call on me for t reptied I. Can 
vou nor conceive, gallant Monlue, that I may be 
able to refolve your doubts, and yet that I will not ? 

xplanation is not the buſineſs of a man of ho- 
nour. He cannot, ſtoop: to it. He will win the 
applanſe and approbation of mankind, if won, in 
ſilence. He wall hold on the even courſe: of à 
generous ſpirit, and turn neither to the right nor 
the leſt, to court the ſuffrage, or deprecate the 
oondemnation of a giddy multitude. Such, my 
brave countryman, have been the maxims of my 
paſt life; fuch will be the maxims of my future. 

Fadmire, anſwered Monluc, at leaft the gallan- 
try of theſe ſentiments, though I may be inclined 

to doubt their prudence, But, if ſuch is your de- 
termination, permit me to fas you have no con- 
ern with, me. He who reſolutely withholds ex- 
planation, muſt arm himſelf with patience, \ and 
either wait the operation of time, or reſt ſatisfied 
with the conſc iouſaeſs of his innocence. 
And is that all? Will there not be ſome —— 
pitite, who, feparating: themſelves from the herd, 
Will judge of hin by what they feel in their own 
9 and be drawn to him with an arcefiſtible 
impulſe? Wius it not natural that I ſhould expect 
Montuc te be one of theſe? It would be hard 
inden, if: he Who diſllains to temporiſe with popu- 
krity; and to vindicate himſelf from the ungene- 
zons conſttuctions of ſordid minds, ſhould not by 
mat very proceeding fecure the friendſhip and ſym- 
pati of Moſe whoſe Sen it will be mm 
grateful to him to: polſefs, 2 
be ftiends of an innocent man, whdes a com- 
Finarion, of circumſtances bas expoſed to the moſt 
Nainful fufpicione, muſt- always be few. He can 
N r ret the 2 and Hmpathy of a 
nt h bn N ranger. 
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ſtranger. I muſt know, I muſt have felt and ob- 
ſerved in a man a thouſand virtues, before I can 
be entitled to treat - accumulated preſumptions 


againſt him as nothing. | | 

And thus then are to end my hopes in Monluc 2 
He does not feeF that I am innocent 8 
not recogniſe in me the countenance, the Ve 


incapable than himſelf of every thing diſgraceful 
and ignominious? Beit ſo! I Will, as you ad 
viſe me, reſt upon the conſeiouſneſs of my inno- 
cence. A Frenehman, the deſcendant” of iltuftri- 
ous -anceſtore, long an exile, long the victim of 
adverſity, but at all times confeious of the puri 

of my ſentiments and the integrity of my condudh, 
I vill not ſuffer myſelf to be overwhelmed” with 
this a laſt deſertion, this ultimate refuſul of juſ- 
tiere! e unn ant dunn 


Count de St. Leon! your appeal is full of 


energy. In whatever way I decide; it will leave 
am unpleaſant ſenſation in my breaſt, Let us ſup- 
poſe that, as a private man, I could take you to 
my arms, and difmif; every unfavourabſe appear- 
ance from my mind. You muſt remember, that 
Jam here as a public character, and that any as 
a public character am I capable of affording yow 
aſſiſtance. Thus fiteated, I am bound to reſſſt 
the impulſes of a romantie and irregular confl- 
dence, and to do nothing of Which 1 fall not 
be able to render a clear and intelligible accounts” 
Let us not part thus } It is not the vindication 
of your character to the world, "with Which v 
are at preſent concerned. It is only neceſfary that 
you ſhould furniſn a ſufficient ground to juſtify me 


to myfelf for interfering in your behalf. Explain 


to me the particulars. of your caſe, in confidencs 
M en will, but fully and without reſerve. L wilt 
2 | A : not 
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not abuſe your confidence. I will make na uſe of, 
your communigation, but ſuch as you. ſhall yours | 
{cif approve. Only enable me to have à reaſon, 
for acting, that is not merely capable of being 
felt, but that, I may know, is in its o nature. 
capable of being {tated to another. It is upon 2 
tat you call to take certain meaſures; you m ſt 
enable me to judge of their propriciy. | 
| You are miſtaken when- you ſuppole- the ape, 

ances againſt you to be flight. It is net a, fl gh 
ci cumſtan- e, that you prolels to be ignorant — 
or have refuſed to diſclaſe, the country, the con- 
nectione, and even the name of the ſtranger whom, 
you fo - anxiouſty, concearced, The di lap pe. rauce 
of his body is ftijl more extraordinary. What 
intelligible motive, excapt a,/guiity one, can [ 
align for: that? But your ſudden. wealth immedi- 
ately after this diſappearance, is efpecially mate- 
tial. It is a broad aud glaring faQh, i that men 
cannot ſhut their eyes on, if they Would. Ihe 
chain and combination » of events, that procceds 


ſyſtematically from link to link, is the criterion of 


gullt and trie protector of reputation.) , Your Cale, 


as it now ſtands, is ſcarcely to be termed, equivo- 


cal; upon the ſuppoſition of, your criminality all 
is lain and eaſy to be accounted for; upon any 
her ſuppoſition it appears an inſerutable myſtery. 
Place but the balance even; preſent to me an ex- 
paſition of theſe facts, that mall make your inno- 
cenee not leſs probable than your guilt; and, as I 


zel myſelf intereſted for you and your family, 


and as the preſumption, when matters are doubt- 


ful, ought always to be on the mhle ſide, 


Leonſent to be your friend ꝰ 
How unfortunate, I exclaimed, am 1 doomed. 
to be? Your propoſal is liberal and, generous; 


but I muſt mae it! vMy {tory is an unhappy. 


i | 4 « "3 
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one; particulars have been repoſed in my fidelity 
which IL am not at liberty to communicate, but 
which, if communicated, you would not regard as 
diſhonourable,, I may be made the martyr of in- 
famy, and the abhorrence of my ſpecies; I can 
endure adverſity. and anguiſh; | can die; but that 
which you demand from me, never can be 
confided to any mortal ear! u h 
As you pleaſe, rejoined Monluc. The ſecrets 
of a dead man, to be preſerved after his death, 
and that to the ruin ot- him: who is their depoſito- 
ry, muſt, I believe, be villainous ſeerets; and the 
tecret of a viijain no one is bound to obſerve. 
Lou muſt further give me leave to tell you, that, 
whatever a . high-itramed- ſenſe of honour might 
dictate in that point, the fortune you poſſeſs is 
your own affair, and to diſſipate or not the myſtery 
which hangs upon that, is wholly at your diſcte- 
tion. But L have already advanced as far, perhaps 
further chan ciccumſtauces or propriety could 
juſtify, and there. can now be no more parley be- 
tween us. 14% „ ki e 9 ee 
Monluc, cried. I, I ſubmit! However harſhn 
your deciſion is as towards me, however painful 
and unfortunate its conſequences, I will admit it, to, 
be that which duty preſcribes; to you. I ſtruggles 
I contend, no, further. One things only IL. would; 
willingly, obtain, of yqu, that you would interpoſe 
your influence to, obtain for me the ſociety: and 
intercourſe of iny family. The tranſaction of; this 
day will then be remembered by me, with reſpect 
towards you, and a melancholy regret that I could 
not entitle myſelf to your eſteem. I ſhall recollect 
with pleaſure. that I owe-ſomething to the generoſity; 
of Mogluc. © 2 + ts ahh Antlen 1428840 
+ Incredible; pertinacity ] exclaimed my viſitor 
with a voice of perplexity and aſtoniſhment,” What, 
aim I we” am. 
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am I to conceive of you? Under what appear- 
atice ſhial I conſider you in the records of my me- 
mory? Your ſilence is the indication of guilt, 
and in that indication 1 ought to acquieſce. Vet 
the fortitude of your manner, and ſomething, I 
know not what, of emotion, that your manner 
produces in my own boſom, would fain perſuade 
me that you are innocent. Why will you leave 
me a prey to this contention. of thought ? If all 
men conſtituted as J am, were to feel in you as it 
were, the magnetiſm of innocence, ſhame, the 
fimple inference of underſtanding, and the general ' 
ſenſe of mankind, would oblige them to treat you 
as guilty. What Jean however, be aſſured I will 
chearfully do for you. I cannot deliver you from 
priſon, but I will not fail to obtain the mitigation. 
u aſk. Farewell 4 hk 185 17404 
Such was the iſſue of my interview with Monluc. 
It was clear chat my reputation was wounded be- 
voud the power of temedy. While the quettion 
had only been of a mag tſttate; haughty, ſupercili- 
ous, infolent and unſeeling, I flattered myſelf that 
the” harſhnefs of the coneluſtons that were drawn, 
might be wholly aſcribed: to the depravity of his 
character. But Monlue was the reverſe of this 
man. He was not leſs generous and heroic, than 
the magiſtrate was pros and illiberal. His deſire 
to relieve me was not leſs apparent, than the ma- 
gigtrate's eagerneſs to opprefs: Vet his concluſion 
way the ſame, and was felt by me ſo much the 
more bitterly, in proportion to the humanity, the 
kindneſs, the intrepidity and the virtue of the man 
from whom: it Howed: Virtue and vice, barba- 
riſm ancł refinement, were equally engaged in the 
concert againſt me, and there was no ehanee 1 
Weuld trignph in & cohtenten wWꝛith ſo many 
chemies. n 3H, da ones Went uin, 
3 Imight 
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I might now be ſaid to have reached the end of 
my adventure: I had eloſed one grand experiment 
upon the donation of the ſtranger. What bad it 
produced to me? Not one atom of the benefirs I 
anticipated; not a particle of thoſe advantages 
which a little while ago had made the intoxication, 
of my waking dreams. Its fruits had been diſtaſte- 
ful and loathſome. Whether I looked to my per- 
fon, my family or my fame, I had felt in all the 
miſerable effects of this treacherous and deluſive 

gift. My perſon was ſhut up in priſon; and I was 

- nov to make an experiment whether, by clandeſ- 

tine and ſecret preceedings, wealth could reſtore to 

me the liberty of which wealth had deprived me. 

My family was blaſted: my wife was ſtruck to the 

heart, and no mortal ſkil}' could reftore the wound 

ſhe had ſuffered ; my ſon was gone unaided into vo- 

luntary exile, that he might ſhun the contagion of 

my follies;- what was 1 to do with the poor re- 

mains of my houſe, forlorn, dejected and wretched? 

The wound my good-name had received, was of 

the moſt deeiſive ſpecies. When I firſt encountered 

' contumtly at Dreſden, and was called on for expla+» 

nation by Coligny, the difficulties of my condition 

ſtruck anguiſhito-my foul. But what were they, 

compared with what had now overtaken me? LI 

was Charged with robbery and murder, with every 

thing that combines the whole ſpecies againſt the 

_ perpetrator, and reſolves them without ſenſe of 

compunction to exti:pate him from the face of the 

earth. Perhaps it was only by the courteſy of the 

laws of this ſtatẽ, that I was permitted my choice 

between an ignominous death and perpetual im- 

priſonment. [ might poſſibly indeed, eſcape from 

my confinement; I might paſs into a diſtant coun- | 

try ; 1 might be fortunate enough to gut off all f 

connection between my paſt and wy future life | 

344, {77 - an 1 
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and thus enter upon a new career. But this to a 
man of honourable mind is a miſerable expedient. 
With what feelings does he recollect, that there is 
a {pot-where his name is-abhotred, where a ſtory is 
told againſt him to excite the wonder ; of the igno- 
rant and the torpid feelings of the ſluggiſh ſoul, a 
ſtory to darken with new intamy the records of 
£utit, and to- infect the imagination of the ſolitary 
man with nameleis horrors? To be the» theme of 
ſuch a (ale, is no common evil. No matter how 
far the maii to whom it relates, ſhall remove from 
. the deteſted ſpot; the ſpot itſelf with all its chain 
-f-cireumitances, will ofcen recur; the voices that 
repulſed and humbled him, will ring in his ear; the 
degraded figure he made, will riſe for ever freſh to 
his imagination. He cannot aſcend to any free and 
lofty ſentiment; he cannot attain to the healthful 
tone of unblemiſhed virtue; wherever he goes, he 
carries the arrow of difgrace in his boſom, and, 
Whenever he would erect his head on highs} it re- 
minds him of the paſt, and tings him to the heart. 
If the conſciouſneſs of all this would have been 
painful to auy other man, what was it to me, who 
Hail been brought up from my. infancy in the opi- 
nion that fame was the firſt of all human poſſeſſions, 
and to whom honour and an unimpeached integrity 
had ever been more neceſſary than my daily food, or 
than the life Which that food ſupported? What 
Would I not have given, could I but have returned 
- t9ithe ſituation in which the inauſpicious arrival of 
_ the ſtranger had found me? But that was impoſh- 
Ple. If all that I had recenily paſſed through could 
but have proved a dream, if 1 could have awaked 
and#recd mytelf from the phantoms of chis horrible 
_ viſion; how happy beyond all names af happineſs 
ſhould E by duch an event have been made ?; What 
a leſſon would. it haye taught me of the emptineſs 
en | 1 and 


and futility of human 4 What a "Ws. 
contempt would it have impreſſed upon me for 
wealth and all iis train of oſtentation? How | 
ound a feeling of contentment with humble cir- 
cumſtances and a narrow ſtation would it have pro- 


duced in my mind 2 Alas, the conception of thoſe F ; 

advantages and that. peace. was the illuſion, and not 'F 

the: evils I had n from lien Lead 1 

not ve rer FE 1 1 

| * . pope ne 1 

REN 1 5 HA. . | 1 
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Messi it was 5-neceſlary that I ſhould 
make the beſt, of the preſent circumſtances. My 
heart was wounded; my ſpirit Was in a manner 
broken; but not ſo utterly withere l and deſtroyed, 
as to maße me reſt ſupine in perpetual impriſon- 
ment. IL felt wich equal couviction and pungency 
that My character and m a happineſs. had ſuſtained 

the dcepeſt einjuties z but felt it incumbent on ane 

da collect aud improve the fragments that remain 
ed. For: ſome days indeed after the coufefence 
with Monluc, I was ſunk in the, deepeſt dejece- 
tion. But, as that dejection ſubſided, I began to 
turn a ſteady attention upon the ſuturc. I recol- 
lected that an eternal and inexhauſtible gift de- 
ſerved to be made the ſuhject of more than one 
experiment, before a deciſion was formed upon 
its merits... I ſhall become wiſer, ſaid I, as I. gO 
forward. Experience, however bitter, will tezch 
me ſagacity and diſcrimination... My next experi- 
ment ſhall be made with more prudence and a ſo- 
berer gradation. I will remove to ſome; diftant. . 
country, where the diſadvantages of m qaſt ad- 
ventures ſhall not follow me. I will take a new 
HR | name. 
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name. TI ſhall then enjoy the benefit of 'a tyro juft 
entering a ſcene, to all the perſonages of which he. 
is wholly unknown. I hall be like a ſerpent that 
has ſtripped its tarniſhed and wrinkled ſkin, and 
comes forth in all the gioſs and ſleekneſs of youth. 
Surely, in an unknown land, with the prejudice of 
wealth in my favour, and no prejudices againſt me, 
Eſhall know-how to conduct myſelf fo as to ob- 
tain honour and reſpect. It is impoſſible that in- 
- exhauſtible wealch and immortal youth, gifts fo 
earneſtly coveted by every creature that lives, gifts- 
which if I were; known to poſſeſs, my whole ſne- 
cies,” frem tue mere impulſes of envy, grould pro- 
bably combine to murder me, as not able to endure 
the fight" of one of themſelves ſo elevated above 
hisbrethreng—it is impoſſible that ſuch gifts ſhould: 
not be pregnant with variety of joy. A 
Marguerite had greatly contributed: to 8 
from the dejection into which my i ment 
— e Monlucs had funk me. She 
-nius. . Thad been ſo accyſtomed- 
2 — lation from her lips in the mot 
trying circumſtances, that now che very ſound of 
ter voice was able to f nooth = wrinkled” brow, . 
_ and/ealm my agtited'! ſpirit. I liſtened as to the 
found of an amgelie lyre z 1 was alt" ear; I drank. 
in the accents of ber tongue; and; in che dear 
delight, my cares were huſhed, and my forrows- 
#0 am end. She talked to me of her daughters, 
rim ſhe repreſented as abo e have no protec- 
tor but their father; ſhe urged me to waren over 
them, and to take ſuck ſteps- as mould moſt con- 
due to their futute virtue aud bappineſs; ſhe 
pointed out the practicability of eſcape, auch N 
_ eorfimended to me to fly to ſome diſtant'cqur 
chef dreans of future 8 the a of 
«T7 he 
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the ſtranger were not hers; they were all my own. 
It was inexpreſſibly affecting at this time to re- 
ceive conſolation from her, who had no conſola- 
tion in her own; breaſt, who had bid farewell to all 


the gay attractions of the world, and talked fami- 1 
liarly of her death as a thing certain to happen in It 
no very long time. She had loſt the pureſt grati- 1 
fications of the domeſtic ſcene; the, had loſt her 1 
ſon; her heart was broken; yet with her dying 1 
accents ſhe ſought to diſpel retroſpect and inſpire 1 
chearfulneſs in the breaſt of her huſhand. _ 5 1 ; 
The reader may perhaps imagine that I was 1 
ſomething (90 {anguine, when, ſurrounded with. ; 
3allogs ang. all, the e of.. 4 , Bruges o 1 
12 planned the nature an ſcene of my next reſidence 18 


exactly as if I had been a perſon at large. But 1 
took it for granted that the power of money I 
poſſeſſed, would. eaſily unlock to me the gates of 
i. I. believed that, upon the loweſt, 
calculation, perſonal liberty was clearly -included 
among the gifts of the ſtranger. Impreſſed with, 
this Opinion, I fixed upon a negro, à ſervant. of 
the prifon, and who had the keys of my apart- 
ment, as the ſubjet of my pecuniary experi- 
ment. The idea of applying to him had perhaps 
firſt occurred to me from the mere cireumſtance of 
iny ſeeing him more freguentiy than any other 
attendant of the priſon. When {:thaught further 
of the matter, I judged from the meanneſs of his 
rank and his apparent poverty, that I could not have 
chaſen better. So far as related to the ſum to be 
paid, as the price of my liberty, it was indeed 
indifferent to me whether it were large or ſmall, 
I had however ſuffered ſo much from the incon- 
ſiderate laviſhing of wealth, that I kad no inchna- 
tion on the 2 occaſion to make oſtentation of 
more than was necellary. But, what was of moſt 
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importance to me, I Was deſirous that my fi 
Experiment ſhould be a ſucceſsful one. Though 
not unaware of the power of ' Gold,'T conceived 
that, among 'perfbns of middling rank and cafier 
| Eircuinſtances, there might be varieties of diſpo- 
ſition, and T might be miſtaken in my choice.— 
Sone might have the whim of integrity, or might 
place a ſturdy fort of pride in ſhewing that they 
were content with what they had, and were tod 
higk for a bribe. There might be perſons wha, 
tough of a plebeian rank, might value reputa- 
rion as much as ever 1 had done, and be of opi- 
nion that no advance of ſtation couſt compenſate 
for the name yr the conſeiouſneſs of diſhonour.— 
Theſe diſtinctions may ſeem an idle and ſuperflu- 
ous refiriement, when it is' confidered that Thaw 
the power of raiſing my bribe to the level of any 
man's honeſty or pride, be it as great as it might; 4 
and it may be thought that my offer might be 16 
increaſed, as to be too taza ing for any mortal 
firmneſs to reſiſt. © Be that as it Will, Jam mere! 
ſtating the reflections that paſſed through wy: a, 
% not entefitig into their vindication. © 
- Taking the firft opportunity 'then of accoſting 
this man when he was alone with me, I addreſſed 


him thus: . 1420 IA 8 5 
My good fr rend, are not you por? | 15 * 5 
11 Yes, —_ 06171 Nn n 


Would not you readily do me a kindueſs! 55 
Ik my maſter” give me leave, I Willi 
Jou miſtake me. Would you be my fflend 7 | 

I do not know what you inean, fir,” T have 

been uted to call the man I love, my friend. If. 
you mean that, you' know I cannot chdoſe Whether 

[he be a mait's friend; it cbmes of itſelt. 2 
Can F not make yd my N e n e on 
That is make ve + your 29908 28 (162 $1067 

SOIT © I was 
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I was: ſurpiſed at the propriety of his anſwers, 
1 am unable at this diſtance of time to recal the 
defects of his language; and. I diſdaĩn the mimic 
toil of inventing a jargon for him ſuitable to the- 
lowneſs of his condition: the ſenſe of - what he 
ſaid I faithfully report. I had before been ſttuck 
with a certain correctneſs of thinking in him; 
but I now h examined his countenance more atten- 
tively than I had ever before done, and thought I. 
could diſtin&tly trace in it the indications: of 2 


ſound underſtanding and an excellent heart. 


I do not know, fir, continued he. If I ſee that 
ou are a good man, I believe 1 ſhall love: you. 
But if it happened that you were good and gene- 
rous to me, I am ſure 1 mould love * what 
much. Nes EEE 
You are very poor? ö ; | 
So they tell me. IJ never bad more. than a ſhil- 
ling or two at a time in my lifſfdqm. 
It is a very tad thing tobe poor? _ + 5 
Why, yes, fo I have heard, fit. But, for my! 
own part, I ai always merry and gay. 
My good 3 I will make you ric. 
Thank you, fir! But. what gene! will that de 
me: 7 4 
- You are xlervant: L will make vou a taſter of 
n 4 
Now, x I ſhould rot its at ul. 1 am merry, 
becauſe I am light-hearted. Ii bad maney, and 


property to take care ot, and ſer wants 16 dire 1 


am afraid they would make me grave and; ſuſpicious, 
aud in every ceſpect unlike who fre: me. 1541 
Is it poſlible you ſhould be pleaſed with your pre- 
ſent ſituation, under the orders of, one man in a 
houſe, and 9 5 to gay I ron re e to 
the l reſt ? 195 a "LO" hide 5 


Why, Fs 


* 
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Why, as you fay, fir, there may be more agree- 
able ſituations than the life of a jail. But, as te 
being under orders, I have no objection to that. I 
never knew any other condition, and therefore I am 
contented. It is not pleaſant indeed to have a 
maſter who is always ſcolding and diſſatisfied z but 
the gentleman I ſerve at preſent is reaſonable; 1 
know how to content him, and, when I have do 
that, he leaves me to pleaſe myſelf. Vou offer 
money: now, fir, that is not what I call being ge- 
nerous : I count nothing for much, except when 3 
man ſhews me .he has bowels, and canvinces me 
that he thinks juſtice due even io a negro. - I dare 
ſay however you deſigned it for generoſity, and ex- 

pected ſomething from me in return, Tell me 
on it is you want. and whatever I can do with 
proprietys you may depend on it I will. © | 

© you approve of a man's Wing deprived, of 
his liberty ? 

Will you pleaſe tg tell me aht you mean by 
liberty Vo offered me juſt now: what yau called 
. and independence ; and I am content to de 

fant, 

Would you be pleaſed, inſtead of being a turn- 
key, to ve a key turned on yourſelf ? 

That I ſhould not. I underſtand the diſagreea- 
bleneſs of that well enough, tor when I ſirſt enter- 
ed this place, it was as a priſoner. = * 

If then, my good fellow, you were convinced 
that I was a man diſpoſed to be generous to you in 

our own way, and to deſerie your attachment and 
| love, ſurely you would not refuſe to deliver me from 
a ſituation which you have yourſelf felt to be ſo 
diſagreeable and calamitous. 

1 *'vnderftand. you now, fir. 1 have end A 
walter with whom I am wal, and I do nat 


n 
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wiſh to change my ſervice. When I was a priſon- 


er, he found out that I was innocent; he got me 
cleared, and gave me employment. Lam put herg 


for the expteſs purpoſe of ſeeing the priſaners in 


ſafe cuſtody . That is the conttact between me and 


my maſter. When I took the keys, by that ac 
tion I pledged myſelf to be faithful to my truſty 


and the nobleneſs of my maſter's behaviour to me 
in removing me from being a priſoner to be. a free 
ſervant, 1s 2 double bond upon my fidelity. I 
would ſooner, conſent to be torn limb from limb; 


than fail. in what is expected from me, You may - 


be generous to a harinleſs ſtranger ʒ yo have moſſt 

reaſon to be generous to a man au love; hub if 

ou would heap: benefits 15 me merely becauſe 
I-proved .my(«lf a villain, Lan only ſay, it would 
be diſgraceful to be the object of your favour. 
nus ſaying, he quitted me, and-withdrew-from 
further — The converſation in which he had 


engaged, though I had had conſiderable experience 


in che world, was altogether, new td me, and over- 
waelmed me with, aſtoniſbment. . I found; in this 
trial, that the power of money was ſubject to limi- 
tations, of which previouſly: I had not heen, iij the 
ſlighteſt degree aware. I thought that noch. 


but the molt extraordinary degree of geſolution and 
ſelf-· denial could enable a man to teſiſi itꝭ onties· 


ments; and I had even been told, though I. did hot 
believe, that every man had. his price, and a-bribe 
capable of indefinite augmentation, muſt, be im all 
caſes victorious. Vet here was. a poor .creatbre 
that was utterly exempt from its operation. He 
yu no ſenſe = | | 

degrade the beſt, and convert virtue into the mot 
ſhameleſs proſſigacy. Ix coſt him no effort to be 
* and he uttered ſentiments that would haue 
given luſtre to the moſt heroic character, without 
VoI. J. g P any 


thoſe attractions, Which ſo often * 
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any Conſciouſneſs of their greatneſs. What I have 
Fen,” led me alſo to reſſect on another ſingula- 
rity I diſeerned im him. In the midſt of the admi- 
rable, I had almoft ſaid the. ſublime integrity he 
diſcovered; (for it is not a criterion of the ſub lime 
to be great without | an effort?) he was deſtitute 
of knowled „of intellectual cultivation, and all 
thoſe exquiſſte — chat moſt diſtinguiſh che 
man from the brute, - He paſſed on quietly. in the 
road of ordinary life, andgthought not of the am- 
bition to be wiſe or great, to be honoured by thous 
Lands, or a beneſactor to ages yet unborn. Kings 
might have conſeſſad their inferiority to this may. 
Bub is he to be regarded as the model of what a hu- 
man creature ſhould be wiſhed to be? Oh, no! 
But the moſt memotable feeling impreſſed upon 
— this convetſation, was a conviction of what 
been backward to -confels, that knaves were 
e perſons to whoſe afliftance and concert I Ron 
„and that I muſt be upon my guard againſt an 
Boweſ n. No One was quali A coad- 
Jutor, till he had proved. Himſelf. — 4 of all 
juſt and honourable ſociety. The friend I muſt 
ſeelc, was a man whole very ſoul melted at a bribe, 
om money would ſeduce to perpetrate Whatever 
his judgment moſt abhorred. Honour and integrity 
in the moſt refined and the rudeſt ſtate, Monluc 
und the negro both refuſed; It is impoſſible to con- 
dete a ſenſation more painful and humiliating, than 
was this convidion to my mind. 
Ls not long left at leiſure for theſe reflections. | 
Ina few-minutes the maſter of the prifon entered 
. partment,” and along with him the negro 
92x to prevail on to aſſiſt in 
reſtering me to liberty. The maſter. began to re- 
Proach ne in very harſh terms for attempting to 
e his fervent from d e and aſked re — 
| What 
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what ſort of enjoyment or ſatisfaction a man Gar] 
have in life, if he could not depend upon the 
he put into his employment? "To this I anſw ia; 
with ſterneſs, that 1 ſhould hold no debate ab 
right or wrong with a jailor; that he might de- 
pond upon it — 1 would leave no ſtone unturned to 
ſet myſelf free, and what was more, that I would 
be free; ; and that, for his part, it was his buſineſs to 
keep me if he could, but not to inſult me, I there- 
fore inſiſted upon his quitting the room. 

And what uſe, replied the fellow, do you 117 
now there is in putting yourſelf ina beer wha 111 


have not a rigbt to ſpeak to you, I 
have a right to dog put you in the ſtrong cafe 
and load you with irene. 
I turned my back upon 7 And how. cam 
you, Bid I te the „ 
I hould have Lupe ed, better things of you. If 
wy refuſed to ſerve me, at. leaſt you . not 
ave endeavoured to hurt ae. | 
I did nothing but my duty, i.. I have no with 
10 hurt you : but it is my buſineſa not, merely. to. 
take care of my maſter's intereſts 14 05 2 1 
(oe that they are not injured by any body elle, 
he was not put on his gaurd, you Agde rey ou been 
more ſuccesful wich the next turnkey: you endea- 
 voured to bribe. 147 
Vou will find it more your in tereſt, monie, 
interpoſed the jailor, to talk to me than 10 my 
—— You are determined to be free, you 7 


Tf that is the caſe, and it is to happen, Who 
{0 good a right to benefit by your e as 

bave? ; 
My eyes were opened is gd, fam 
the knave whoſe rigour and ſternneſs could a 


out againſt the warmth of a bribe; the friend. of 


f ne EINE el. 
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bd vor wonder, proceeded” he," that you fre- 
_ ferred applying to one of my ſervants,” Their 
honeſty mul be Ex _ to be had at a cheaper 
market,” But, for my patt, am determined that 
no man ſhall ever alt cheſe walls, without my be- 
ing the richer. If then your eſcape is a thing that 
moſt happen; let us ſee” wine you ean afford to 
give me for it. meat, 

Dear maſter, i interpoſed the negro, you farely | 
will not liften to the gentleman's offer. When I 
refufeg* to betray my truſt, it is impelfible you 

ould” conſent to betray yours ! © a 

Held your, tongue blockhead ſaid the other. 
Do rot you ke that monſieur is determined to eſ- 

? I know, he is rich. Thoygy you have re- 

1 a bribe, I am · ſure that all your fellows will 
not. The thin "g will happen ſooner or inter in 
ſpire of every thing J can do; and there can be 
no harm in i belping to bring about, er it is 
iu ſüble J ſhould prevent. 

A © motality like this ſeems be rin its 
he in the breaſt of a jailor. We h already 

& Tome" progreſs in adjuſting the terms of our 
Contt act, When the' keeper of the” ptiſon inter- 
Pod. | e 
But, mouſe; von will is W Te that 
this 3 an affair that will = attended with diff. 
u y. Whatever paſſes between you and me 
ſt Ve a fecret. Your eſcape will be a thi open 
and notorious,” and you muſt” have a coptederate, 
a I'rhay not bear the blame of it. Vou muſt 
V ME my black heie along with you, 
hat his * may aal all the blame t fall upon 


Dk whey I laid the negro, 4 not part 
with me!” 21 95 love bv, and will do any thing in 
ths Worle, if you" wer -4 me woe” "You ſaved my 

$i 
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life for, ugh, 1 Er made a man of me Se. 
ou cannot think what me to FAA 
3 maſter that has been ſo [wry to gt | 
Get you gone | replied 1 owner. 'You wy 
no ule. to me; you are, not fit for wh Jou A 
ſo ſimple, I cannot tell what to do with yu? 
Indeed J do not like to g with this ee 3 
it will break my heart. 18 ſaid, he would be 897 
nerous and kind to me, if. I turned” a ig 
ſhall never be able, and ſhalt never leſlre to MW 
his kindneſs: but you | rewarded. me, becauſe 1 
was innocent. He ſaid, he would make'a m Er 
of me; and I am better as 1 am; 1 I bad much, | 
ther, be a ſervant, * . 
The .difficuities of this! poor fellow bees fi 
ſilenced by the peremptorineſs of his maſter. The 
jailor told him that he would do him a dart ſer- 
vice, by thus giving his maſter" an opportunity. bf 
repreſenting him as the traitor; #4 with this m 
deration, the negro dried his tears, Ang With. 
luctant heart, conſented to accompany me. FOE 
ere his exemplary fidelity and affecton rewartde, 
o little do ſome men ſeem capable 'bf feeling; | 
valug. of attachment ! The character 'of the al- 
ter — a ſingular one. The meaninefs and er- 
_ cenarineſs, of his ſpicit was unredeemed by a ingle 
virtue, He was avarice perſonified, But he 7 
' found. or imagined an intereſt in taking 8, is rite 
who had been wahtonly thrown into pti fon WP 
8 tyrant, for his ſervant; and this the ppot . 
low, in. the | ket of nis“ heart, had miſtaken 
«Jars an act of exalted g 0 ifs; avarice Had 
 Iwallowed, up all bis other pa ions! ind His ſer- 
vants had neither impatience nor infolence to en- 
ounter from him weighed therefore in che ba- 
tice of the negro's expericuce, he appeared 4 mi- 
racle ot mildneſs and benevolence. 
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Our Winti was at length concluded; and, the 
ann eme Marguerite came to viſit me, I an- 
*neuncee-to her the ſucceſs of my negociation. Be- 
Fore we” parted, we ſent for the jailor, and dif- 
Kuſſec wich him the road I ſhould take, My pur- 
. poſe was to paſs into Italy; and Marguerite un- 
dertook by midnight to have every thing prepared 
to convey. us to the foot of the mountains. This 
point being adjuſted, the keeper of the priſon left 
us; and, tenderly ' emb:acing Marguerite, I be- 
fought her to congratulate me upon the recovery 
of my liberty. She had heard however of the in- 
Famous nature of the charge againſt me, and, though 
me yielded it no credit, I could eaſily perceive 
hat it rendered yet heavier the depreſſion under 
Which ſhe laboured. She returned my embrace; 
+ the: tears ſtole down her cheeks; but ſhe was ſilent. 
I endeavcured to divert ber thoughts and reami mate 
der ſpirits, by hinting at the new ſcenes before us 
and the diſtant country to which we weile about 
to remove; but in vain. I Will not reproach you, 
KNeginald I faid ſhe; 1 will not deſert my duty 
"bile I have power to perform it; you may de- 
pend upon my doing every ting I am able both 
ſor the children and yourſelf Im tot 
She left me in a very melancholy frame of mind. 
I bad not expected to ſee her in this languid and 
diſconſolate temper; aud upon the eve of my li- 
beration, I felt it like capriee. Incomparable wo- 
man was incapable of giving intentional 
pain: but, with her exquiſttely ſuſceptible mind, 
- the was unable to ſupport the dreadfül reverſe in 
which I had involved her, or even at times to 
| aſſume the geſtures of chearfulneſs and tranquillity ; 
E that, at the beſt, but ill diſguiſed the grief 
rene eren ee 
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was buſily refleQing on what had: juſt oecured, 
en the keeper of the ptiſon reentered my _apert- 
ment. I am come, monſicur, to take my leave 
of you. As do not at all intend to laſe m place, 
it is hot proper that I ſhould he you: gray 
You underſtand me ? ni tell 

Two days hud already elapſed — 8 
aan of our contract, and I provided myſelf for 


this and ſuch other demands as ſeemed hkely-tornbe 


immediately impending... I ſhould have — 
indeed to have delayed this payment till the mo- 
ment of my departure: but What the jailor ſug- 
geſted appeared reaſonable; and I could not aſſign, 
exen to my on mind, any cauſe, why I ſhouldlbe 
reluctant to complj with it, 1 paid 0 Wis meh 
the price of his villainy. * | 
* I no began to Suĩt e hours, acid 
; anticipate the arrival of midnight. Ha * 
moment of my liberty was ſo nent, 1 yet gontem- 
plated with unſpeakable. loathing the ſcene of, my 
confinement, hich was aſſociated with the deepeſt 
diſgrace and the blackeſt charges that ate incident 
to a human creatute. Lfclt as if, in propprtiom as 
removed from the hated ſpot, I ſhould at leaſt 
ſhake off a part of the burthen that oppreſſed mes 
and grow comparatively young againe + ,. 
Time was far from moving indeed with che ra- 
bai my impatience tequited ; but the bout of 
intment at laſt was near, and I expected every 
e the faithful negro. to appear, and announce 
to me my freedom. The cathedral bell now ſounded 
twelve z I heard the noiſe of ſteps along the gallery; 
and preſently a key was applied to the door of my 
apartment. It opened ; and three perſons, whom 
I knew ſor ſervants of the priſon, entered 
Come, fir, ſaid one K them; you muſt fol, 
me. 


Where 


| de rbb you are 
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reis friend the negro ? faid I. 
K mo queſtions; erg word ; . 8 
come. 1 7 177” EG 
Ie e ſtrange, that the — of the priſon, 
was ſo full of anxiety and caution, 


a ſhould unneceſſarily truſt three of his people, who 


mizhtcafily have been kept ignorant of this ha- 
zurdbus ſecret! I his circumſtance however did 
nut ſtrie me at firſt ſo ſtrongly as it ought, to 
have done. I had the utmoſt confidence in his 
fidelity to his profligate bargain, and expected 
every” moment te meet the negro who was to be 
my guide. My conductors led me by a way * 
Lſdon perceived did not lead to the e fs | 
trance of the priſunn. 

Wbere are you going? ſaid wh 
010 your tongue, or wall ſpoil ally replied 
obe of them roughly. 

I bethought me that there might be an objeftion 
to the diſmiſkng me by the might gate 3 I recol- 
lected to have heard that there were ſeyeral ſub- 
terranean outlets to the citadel ; I wad x from the 
words I had juſt heard that my. conductors were 
- acquainted. A the plan that deen formed 3 
und for all theſe. teaſons I proceeded: With tolerable 

eaſe and ſecurity. . I was not 1 er howe- 

ver permitted to donbt. I was: ee one of 
the dungeons. of the priſons and told that there. 1 
was: to remain. At. fixſt I remonſtrated loudly, 

and teld them that I had been promiſed my liberty, 
ande nge, treament like. this. 

We know 2 far; . "they and chat js 
here. It is our b 
neis ta teach yu that the; greaeft offence that can 

be mami by a man in TG is Rats 40 
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The ſhock zud et ſo — 
ie to m 00 produced, rendered me 

eous. I was no longer able to controul my fury's - 
and, without knowing what I propoſed” I knocked” 
down two of my attendants before they had a 
opportunity to ſecure me, and ruſhed-· up the flight 


of ſteps by which we had deſcended: The third 


however contrived to intercept me; and, while 
we ſtruggled, the other two came do his aſſiſtance. 
— They loaded me with fetters and chained me to 
the well. I was then left in utter darkneſs. 
OT felt myſelf fore with the brui ſes J had esd 
in the conteſt; but what was infinitely worſe; L 
found the expectations of freedom I had ſo con- 


fidently entertained, baffled and diſappoĩnted.— 


Marguerite and my children were at hes moment 
waiting” for me to Join' tnem. They would pro- 
bably wait hour after hour in vain. To what 
cauſe would they attribute my failing of my ap- 
pointment ? To what cauſe was L myſelf to at- 
tribute my miſcarriage? My hopes in this in- 
ſtance had bren in the utmoſt degree ſanguine 
what was I to count upon for the future? Was 
money uſeleſs in every inſtance; in which mankind 
agreed to think its power unqueſtionable? What 
was the ſource of the prefent cataſtrophe and the 
harſh. treatment T endured ? Was the keeper of 
the,” priſon diſcovered,” and difiniſſed from his of- 
fice? Had the negro gone, and given informa- 
tion againſt nüt 1 formed a thouſand 
tures as to what might have rr — IL was 
unable to reſt in an. f 
I had remained about e ei in in ſitu« 
ation, full of angry and diſconſolate-thoughts, 


when the principal jailor entered iny dungeon. 1 


| looked at him with aſtocithiweut ; the _ 
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— > ory — and I degan to 


- the real fotution-of the enigma. 
ae you at large? cried I wich indignation 
—— RE" 


Vo are here b by my orders. n ! 5 
__Execrableovillain! ſaid I. Did r 
—_— freedom Have you not received 
the price of it? Ho dare you ſhow- yourſelf in 
my preſence?” As I ſpoke, I ſhook my chains, I 
clenched my fiſts, 1 trembled. ww maten! and 


= I 
"you are not perfectly * Indi rettende, 
Gig he, I thall leave ves 1 
more. — 4 A177 
- Nothing is more fngjalar in i668 66 ar 
rmental-efferveſcence- than the rapidity. with: which 
aur ideas ſuceced each other. At fuck times we 
ſcetn to think more in minutes than at other times 
in hours. I felt how miſerable a ſtave a man is, 
the moment he falls completely into the-power of 
another. The wreteh who ſtood before me was 
more vdcant of human affections, than. any one 1 
ever ſaw. Vet I was his creature, to be moulded 
* n pleaſed. A thouſand injuries he could iaflicꝭ 
upon me, for which neither the inſtitutions of ſo- 
ety, nor the extraordinary endowments I derived 
frow the ſtrahger, could afford a remedy. He 
might ſo torture my mind and baſſle my "8s. - 
to kill in me every ſpark of : =_ adventure and 
4 s pride. My: liberty might for aught I 
wi be for yeags at his diſpofal. I ſelt however 
that my beſt courſe was to regard him with con- 
tempt, and uſe him at I wauld a ſpade or a file, to 
execute my purpoſes, without ſuffering him to 
waken my paſſions. E immediately grew more 
cam, and de n — of «ay 
ſeneiments. 
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"Wadi to wonder, continued, hep N 
not keep. my engagement with you 3 
ſelf upon being 8 the prejudices, 
other men are frightened, like children —.— 4 
bugbear. I have — no rule but my intereſt; 

and I. did not ſee how my intereſi bound me keep 
he 5 gement wich yu. r 

what became of thecounteſs.? 52K 4 

1 wrote know nor care. I ſuppoſe ſhe ſtaid 
all night under the walls; I knew ſhe durſt nat” 
diſturb the priſon. 

I telt I had ſtill emotions e 1 — 
my tongue, but they ſhewed themſelves, 1 in 1 
eyes. 

* How do you intend-to diſpoſe:of- me? | 

Keep you in cloſe; cuſtody. -- — your 
ahoofad pounds; the next thing for me to — 
care of is that I do not loſe my place. - + 
And 2 — - 
Why to tell you a ſeeret, am not quite deters 
mined what conduct to purſue, and therefore 1 
came here that I. might have a better ae 
of judging. 

en See ches-K ſhould inform, che 
vernment how you have cheated me? 5 

Tou inform] Have I not got you nder ok | 
44 key ? I warrant you, I will take care of you 
Boes out of theſe walls to the government. 
won Phe counteſs has a licence to viſit me. ere 
Wat care I for that? I can keep her at bay a 
1 I will. She will not eaſily go to the go- 
vernment; and ſhe is not ſuch à fool as not to 


| know, that to lodge a complaint againſt me, is not 


the way to procure the liberty of a man condemned 
to perpetual impriſomment. I can at any time 


trump up a ſtory of your attempting to corrupt the 
—_— and be ſure, when hen 1 do, 4 —— 
or 


| be. _ TRAVELS OF 


boo. That will-cover-any thing I can do to 
Rrvou, and anſwer any accuſation you can 

een me. Do you think that the word of 
- -  ajailer will hot be taken, before that of the mur- 
erer he has in cuſtody ? 

eau bring ycur own ſervants as witneſſes, three 
"of whom allt ulted me laſt night. 

Dunce, do you think T truſted them with oy 

| ſitter?” They have nothing to tell, and apprehend 
nothing but a plot between you and my black, who 
has been put into the penitentiary for his cffence. 

He is my only confidant ; and I truſt him, U N 

his ſtupidity anſwers io me for his faith. 

""Guippole T were to double the . bribe for hh 
ou fold me me liberty, what ſecurity ' ſhould 1 
that you would abide by your bargain? 

. Oh rn to do that it W alter th 

ca 

Might you: not dey Jetain the. money, and ach 

me, as you have done now-ꝰ ? 

Suppaſe that a thing which might happen: can 

you help yourſelf ? can you do better? 

I ſaw there was no remedy, and I was Goal 
ed to allow the ſucceſs of this two- fold perfidy. 
It was with an ill grace and an attempt at ſullene 

neſs and indifference, that the jailor accepted my 
propoſal. The ſecond: thouſand however had Turefilt⸗ 

ible charms; and, in ſpite of himſelf, the ſenſation 
that made. his heart dance, relaveds his muſcles, 
and played about his mouth. He was puzzled 

What to think of me. The facility with which 1 

produced the ſums he demanded, with leſs appa- 
rent effort than they might have come from a duke 


dr ſovereign prince, ſtartled and ſtaggered him. 
He ſtill had his qualms, and evidently doubted 
whether be ſhould not raiſe his price a third _ 
im no ſafety but in pertinacity and fir 
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varus: 
ind had the 2080 fotöne altimately 10 ches fs 
doubtful, half-formed expefiments. Fs 

I was led by the accidents. which have: 1 : 
related, into further and deeper reflections on _ 
power of money, as well as on the Rature of the 
fituation in which I found myſelf. placed by the le- 

cy of the ſtranger. My preſent. e bs 
beer made / upon a ſubſect apparent moſt. 
- Veurable that could ay. been devi ed, upon 4, man, 
whoſe breaſt the love ot gold, qceupied, without a 
rival : yet with this PTL. have” very. hardly ſuc- 
ceeded. I was not indeed. To, Blinded "by the, pre- 
ſent” dejeQivn "of my. ſpirit, and. ficknels. of Of, 
heart, as, to imagine that 2 Had i 2 ſecure ga 

ith. this” Gale-mihded; wreich, if I.conleg 75 to. 
Nr it. F had only to enlarge my TR to 00% 
it from the'limited ſum of two thouland. pounds to 
the more brilliant Mfr of two thouſand per atinum, 
and no doubt I might have led him with me to the 
extremity of the globe. However he might have 
demurred, however he might have doubted, how- 
ever curioſity, whetted even to agony by the 
goadings of avarice, might have prompted him to 
an inceſſant enquiry within himſelf as to the ſolu- 
tion of my character and my powers, his graſping 
ſpirit would infallibly have chained his tongue, and 
been ſurety for his fidelity, But I could not yet 
prevail upon myſelf to endow ſuch groveling and 
noxious. propenſities with ſo rich à reward. I 
conſidered, in the language of the ſtranger, that 
the talent I poſſeſſed -was of the moſt momentous 
nature, and beſtowed, by the governor of the uni- 
verſe for the higheſt purpoſes ;, and I ſhould have 
held myſelf unjuſtifiable in enriching by its means, 


however urgent the neceſſity might p the 
moſt worthleſs of mankind. 
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pes ſentiments of my tyrant varied every hour; 
die was fickle, anxious, and undetermined; ba- 
rafled with the double fear of loſing the ſum al- 
ready obtained, and of not ſecuring the whole of 
what was capable of being acquired. He parted. 
with me at laſt with all the pangs of a lover, who 
witneſſes the ceremony of his miſtreſs's taking the 
monaſtic veil, and being ſundered from him for 
ever. I was his Fortunatus's purſe, and this 
was the laſt day he was to enjoy the uſe of it; 
T was to him as the buried treaſure of ſome long- 
forgotten boarder, and he feared: he ſhould quit his 
digging before he had carried off every thing that 
the field concealed. At length however he Br 
to apprehend that he had urged the refinement of 
an unprincipled avarice as far as it would go; and 
therefore in a few days, the negro being already 
diſcharged from his penance, he ſuffered us. to ei- 
ape together. | ne 2 
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